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Thematic Unit IV Qutline The Juggling Act: Foreign Policy

This unit examines the motives and methods of United States involvement in
foreign affaits. The thtee thteads of U.S. involvement are unilateralism (lone
wolf), ideological expansionism and practical interests. At times, the U.S.
determines its foreigh policy by tefraining from involvement in foreign affaits
or choosing to involve itself without alliances and focusing only on its own
agenda. The government must also consider practical benefits that the United
States could obtain from its involvement. Both of these motives are guided by
dominant American ideologies like libetty, freedom and democracy and the |
desire to spread such ideals to people outside the United States which was
expressed in the 20th century as Manifest Destiny. These decisions have
tesulted in the United States becoming a superpower while expanding its own
botders and impetializing others.

Essential Questions:
1. Why at times has the United States pursued a multilateral foteign policy
and at other times elected to proceed unilaterally?
2. Have United States fotreign policy decisions furthered Ametican
ideologies and national interests?
3. Assess the costs and benefits of Ametican foreign policy on the rest of
the wortld.

Unit Questions:
1. Evaluate the thread that has been most influential in determining U.S.
foreign policy. Why?
2. To what extent has the U.S. been an imperial power (versus expansion)?
3. What has most influenced the gtowth of the United States from a colony
to a superpower?
4. How has the role of the United States in the wotld changed?
To what extent has ideology and/ot practical interest motivated United
States foreign policy?
6. What is the cost to the United States of its increased presence in the
wortld?
7. Did United States foreign policy decisions further our national intetests
ot wetre they detrimental?
8. How has the United States used its authority to dictate foreign policy the
wortld?
9. Who and or which people benefit from U.S. involvement in othet
countries?
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10. How has Ametrican foreign policy been an interplay between
isolationism/unilateralism, ideology and practical interests at the cost of
American ideals?

11. Characterize and explain the relationship between foreign policy and
domestic policy.

How to Annotate for this Unit

Fot this unit, you will use the key below to annotate EACH assigned teading,
as well as answer any given questions, etc.

Theme How to annotate it...
Unilateralism Undetline in black.

Ideological expansionism Undetline in ted ot highlight in pink
Practical interests Undetline or highlight with green.
Vocabulary:

1. Isolationism: The policy ot docttine of isolating one’s-countty from the
affairs of other nations.

2. Unilateralism: The doctrine ot agenda that suppozts a one-sided agenda
whete a nation acts independently of othets.

3. Multilateralism: Is multiple countties working in concert on a given issue.

4. Manifest Destiny: This ideology includes three basic themes: the special
virtues of the Ametican people and their institutions, Ametica’s mission to
redeem and remake the wotld in the image of America and a divine destiny
undet god’s ditection to accomplish this task.

5. Practical Interests: Direct benefits, usually economic, for United States
citizens.

6. Imperialism: occuts when a strong nation takes over a weaket nation ot
region and dominates its economic, political, or cultural life.
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"' Friends and Citizens:

The period for a new election of a citizen to administer the executive government of the United States being not far distant, and the time actually
g arrived when your thoughts must be employed in designating the person who is to be clothed with that important trust, it appears to me proper,
especially as it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the public voice, that | should now apprise you of the resolution | have formed, to
decline being considered among the number of those out of whom a choice is to be made.

| beg you, at the same time, to do me the justice to be assured that this resolution has not been taken without a strict regard to all the :
considerations appertaining to the relation which binds a dutiful citizen to his country; and that in withdrawing the tender of service, which silence in
my situation might imply, | am influenced by no diminution of zeal for your future interest, no deficiency of grateful respect for your past kindness, but
am supported by a full conviction that the step is compatible with both. ‘ '

The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in, the office to which your suffrages have twice called me have been a uniform sacrifice of
inclination to the opinion of duty and to a deference for what appeared to be your desire. | constantly hoped that it would have been much earlier in
my power, consistently with motives which | was not at liberty to disregard, to return to that retirement from which | had been reluctantly drawn. The
strength of my inclination to do this, previous to the last election, had even led to the preparation of an address to declare it to you; but mature
reflection on the then perplexed and critical posture of our affairs with foreign nations, and the unanimous advice of persons entitled to my
confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea. .

| rejoice that the state of your concerns, external as well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit of inclination incompatible with the sentiment of
duty or propriety, and am persuaded, whatever partiality may be retained for my services, that, in the present circumstances of our country, you will
not disapprove my determination to retire.

The impressions with which | first undertook the arduous trust were explained on the proper occasion. In the discharge of this trust, 1 will only say
| that | have, with good intentions, contributed towards the organization and administration of the government the best exertions of which a very fallible
judgment was capable. Not unconscious in the outset of the inferiority of my qualifications, experience in my own eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes
of others, has strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself; and every day the increasing weight of years admonishes me more and more that the
shade of retirement is as necessary to me as it will be welcome. Satisfied that if any circumstances have given peculiar value to my services, they
were temporary, | have the consolation to believe that, while choice and prudence invite me to quit the political scene, patriotism does not forbid it.

- In looking forward to the moment which is intended to terminate the career of my public life, my feelings do not permit me to suspend the deep
3 acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude which | owe to my beldved country for the many honors it has conferred upon me; still more for the
steadfast confidence with which it has supported me; and for the opportunities | have thence enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable attachment, by
services faithful and persevering, though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits have resulted to our country from these services, let it always
be remembered to your praise, and as an instructive example in our annals, that under circumstances in which the passions, agitated in every
direction, were liable to mislead, amidst appearances sometimes dubious, vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging, in situations in which not
unfrequently want of success has countenanced the spirit of criticism, the constancy of your support was the essential prop of the efforts, and a
guarantee of the plans by which they were effected. Profoundly penetrated with this idea, | shall carry it with me to my grave, as a strong incitement
to unceasing vows that heaven may continue to you the choicest tokens of its beneficence; that your union and brotherly affection may be perpetual;
that the free Constitution, which is the work of your hands, may be sacredly maintained; that its administration in every department may be stamped
with wisdom and virtue; that, in fine, the happiness of the people of these States, under the auspices of liberty, may be made complete by so careful
a preservation and so prudent a use of this blessing as will acquire to them the glory of recommending it to the applause, the affection, and adoption
of every nation which is yet a stranger to it.

Here, perhaps, | ought to stop. But a solicitude for your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and the apprehension of danger, natural to
that solicitude, urge me, on an occasion like the present, to offer to your solemn contemplation, and to recommend to your frequent review, some
sentiments which are the result of much reflection, of no inconsiderable observation, and which appear to me all-important to the permanency of your
felicity as a people. These will be offered to you with the more freedom, as you can only see in them the disinterested warnings of a parting friend,
who can possibly have no personal motive to bias his counsel. Nor can | forget, as an encouragement to it, your indulgent reception of my sentiments
on a former and not dissimilar occasion.

Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the
attachment. . )

The unity of government which constitutes you one people is also now dear to you. It is justly so, for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real
independence, the support of your tranquility at home, your peace abroad; of your safety; of your prosperity; of that very liberty which you so highly
prize. But as it is easy to foresee that, from different causes and from different quarters, much pains will be taken, many artifices employed to weaken
in your minds the conviction of this truth; as this is the point in your political fortress against which the batteries of internal and external enemies will
be most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously) directed, it is of infinite moment that you should properly estimate the immense
value of your natlonal union to your collective and individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to it;
accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your political safety and prosperity; watching for its preservation with jealous
anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any event be abandoned; and indignantly frowning upon the first
dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the various parts.

-
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For this you have every inducement of sympathy and interest. Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common country, that country has a right to
concentrate your affections. The name of American, which belongs to you in your national capacity, must always exalt the just pride- of patriotism
more than any appellation derived from local discriminations. With slight shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and
political principles. You have in a common cause fought and triumphed together; the independence and liberty you possess are the work of joint
counsels, and joint efforts of common dangers, sufferings, and successes.

But these considerations, however powerfully they address themselves to your sensibility, are greatly outweighed by those which apply more
immediately to your interest. Here every portion of our country finds the most commanding motives for carefully guarding and preserving the union of
the whole.

The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the South, protected by the equal laws of a common government, finds in the productions of the

latter great additional resources of maritime and commercial enterprise and precious materials of manufacturing industry. The South, in the same
‘intercourse, benefiting by the agency of the North, sees its agriculture grow and its commerce expand, Turning partly into its own channels the
seamen of the North, it finds its particular navigation invigorated; and, while it contributes, in different ways, to nourish and increase the general mass
of the national navigation, it looks forward-to the protection of a maritime strength, to which itself is unequally adapted. The East, in a like intercourse

~ with the West, already finds, and in the progressive improvement of interior communications by land and water, will more and more find a valuable
vent for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or manufactures at home. The West derives from the East supplies requisite to its growth and
,comfort, and, what is perhaps of still greater consequence, it must of necessity owe the secure enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its own
praductions to the weight, influence, and the future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed by an indissoluble community of
interest as one nation. Any other tenure by which the West can hold this essential advantage, whether derived from its own separate strength, or
from an apostate and unnatural connection with any foreign power, must be intrinsically precarious.

While, then, every part of our country thus feels an immediate and particular interest in union, all the parts combined cannot fail to find in the
united mass of means and efforts greater strength, greater resource, proportionably greater security from external danger, a less frequent
interruption of their peace by foreign nations; and, what is of inestimable value, they must derive from union an exemption from those broils and wars
between themselves, which so frequently afflict neighboring countries not tied together by the same governments, which their own rival ships alone
would be sufficient to produce, but which opposite foreign alliances, attachments, and intrigues would stimulate and embitter. Hence, likewise, they
will avoid the necessity of those overgrown miitary establishments which, under any form of government, are inauspicious to liberty, and which are to
be regarded as particularly hostile to republican liberty. In this sense it is that your union ought to be considered as a main prop of your liberty, and
that the love of the one ought to endear to you the preservation of the other. i

These considerations speak a persuasive language to every reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the continuance of the Union as a primary
object of patriotic desire. Is there a doubt whether a common government can embrace so large a sphere? Let experience solve it. To listen to mere
speculation in such a case were criminal. We are authorized to hope that a proper organization of the whole with the auxiliary agency of governments
for the respective subdivisions, will afford a happy issue to the experiment. It is well worth a fair and full experiment. With such powerful and obvious
motives to union, affecting all parts of our country, while experience shall not have demonstrated its impracticability, there will always be reason to
distrust the patriotism of those who in any quarter may endeavor to weaken its bands. :

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our Unlon, it occurs as matter of serious concern that any ground should have been furnished for
characterizing parties by geographical discriminations, Northern and Southern, Atlantic and Western; whence designing men may endeavor to excite
a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views. One of the expedients of party to acquire influence within particular districts is to
misrepresent the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and heartburnings which spring
from these misrepresentations; they tend to render alien to each other those who ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. The inhabitants
of our Western country have lately had a useful lesson on this head; they have seen, in the negotiation by the Executive, and in the unanimous
ratification by the Senate, of the treaty with Spain, and in the universal satisfaction at that event, throughout the United States, a decisive proof how
unfounded were the suspicions propagated among them of a policy in the General Government and in the Atlantic States unfriendly to their interests
in regard to the Mississippi; they have been witnesses to the formation of two treaties, that with Great Britain, and that with Spain, which secure to.
them everything they could desire, in respect to our foreign relations, towards confirming their prosperity. Will it not be their wisdom to rely for the
preservation of these advantages on the Union by which they were procured ? Will they not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if such there are,
who would sever them from their brethren and connect them with aliens?

To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a government for the whole is indispensable. No alliance, however strict, between the parts can
be an adequate substitute; they must inevitably experience the infractions and interruptions which all alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible
of this momentous truth, you have improved upon your first essay, by the adoption of a constitution of government better calculated than your former
for an intimate union, and for the efficacious management of your common concerns. This government, the offspring of our own choice, uninfluenced
and unawed, adopted upon full investigation and mature deliberation, completely free in its principles, in the distribution of its powers, uniting security
with energy, and containing within itself a provision for its own amendment, has a just claim to your confidence and your support. Respect for its
authority, compliance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty. The basis of our
political systems is the right of the people to make and to alter their constitutions of government. But the Constitution which at any time exists, till
changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very idea of the power and the right of the people to
establish government presupposes the duty of every individual to obey the established government.

All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combinations and associations, under whatever plausible character, with the real design to direct,
control, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the constituted authorities, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal
tendency. They serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to put, in the place of the delegated will of the nation the will of
a party, often a small but artful and enterprising minority of the community; and, according to the alternate triumphs of different parties, to make the
public administration the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome plans
digested by common counsels and modified by mutual interests. .

However combinations or associations of the above description may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely, in the course of time and
things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men wili be enabled to subveit the power of the people and to usurp
for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to unjust dominion.

Towards the preservation of your government, and the permanency of your present happy state, it is requisite, not only that you steadily
discountenance irregular oppositions to its acknowledged authority, but also that you resist with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles,
however specious the pretexts. One method of assault may be to effect, in the forms of the Constitution, alterations which will impair the energy of the

_ system, and thus to undermine what cannot be directly overthirown. In alf the changes to which you may be invited, remember that time and habit are
at least as necessary to fix the true character of governments as of other human institutions; that experience is the surest standard by which to test
the real tendency of the existing constitution of a country; that facility in changes, upon the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion, exposes to
perpetual change, from the endless variety of hypothesis and opinion; and remember, especially, that for the efficient management of your common
interests, in a country so extensive as ours, a government of as much vigor as is consistent with the perfect security of fiberty is indispensable. Liberty
itself will find in such a government, with powers properly distributed améa_djusted, its surest guardian, It is, indeed, little else than a name, where the
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government is too feeble to withstand the enterprises of faction, to confine each member of the society within the limits prescribed by the laws, and to
maintain all in the secure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights of person and property. :

| have already intimated to you the danger of parties in the State, with particular reference to the founding of them on geographical
discriminations. Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and warn you in the most solemn manner against the baneful effects of the spirit of
party generally.

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature, having its root in the strongest passions of the human mind. It exists under different
shapes in all governments, more or less stifled, controlled, or repressed; but, in those of the popular form, it is seen in its greatest rankness, and is
truly their worst enemy.

The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party dissension, which in differerit ages and
.+ countries has:perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful despotism. But this leads at length to a more formal and permanent
despotism. The disorders and miseries which result gradually incline the minds of men to seek security and repose in the absolute power of an
individual; and sooner or later the chief of some prevailing faction, more able or more fortunate than his competitors, turns this disposition to the
purposes of his own elevation, on the ruins of public liberty.

Without looking forward to an extremity of this kind (which nevertheless ought not to be entirely out of sight), the common and continual mischiefs
' of the spirit of party are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of a wise people to discourage and restrain it.

It serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the public administration. It agitates the community with ill-founded jealousies and
false alarms, kindles the animosity of one part against another, foments occasionally riot and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence and
corruption, which finds a facilitated access to the government itself through the channels of party passions. Thus the policy and the will of one country
are subjected to the policy and will of another.

There is an opinion that parties in free countries are useful checks upon the administration of the government and serve to keep alive the spirit of
liberty. This within certain limits is probably true; and in governments of a monarchical cast, patriotism may look with indulgence, if not with favor,
upon the spirit of party. But in those of the popular character, in governments purely elective, it is a spirit not to be encouraged. From their natural
tendenay, it is certain there will always be enough of that spirit for every salutary purpose. And there being constant danger of excess, the effort
ought to be by force of public opinion, to mitigate and assuage it. A fire not to be quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to prevent its bursting into
a flame, lest, instead of warming, it should consume.

it is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a free country should inspire caution in those entrusted with its administration, to confine
themselves within their respective constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the powers of one department to encroach upon another. The
spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the departments in one, and thus to create, whatever the form of government, a real
despotism. A just estimate of that love of power, and proneness fo abuse it, which predominates in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy us of the
truth of this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power, by dividing and distributing it into different depositaries, and
constituting each the guardian of the public weal against invasions by the others, has been evinced by experiments ancient and modern; some of
them in our country and under our own eyes, To preserve them must be as necessary as to institute them. If, in the opinion of the people, the
distribution or modification of the constitutional powers be in any particular wrong, let it be corrected by an amendment in the way which the
Constitution designates. But let there be no change by usurpation; for though this, in one instance, may be the instrument of good, it is the customary
weapon by which free governments are destroyed. The precedent must always greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or transient benefit,
which the use can at any time yield. ’

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports, In vain would that man claim
the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens.
The mere politician, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A volume could not trace all their connections with private and
pubiic feficity. Let it simply be asked: Where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligation desert the oaths
which are the instruments of investigation in courts of justice ? And let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can' be maintained without
religion, Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to
expect that national moraiity can prevall in exclusion of religious principle. ‘ :

It is substantially true that virtue or morality Is a necessary spring of popular gdvernment. The rule, indeed, extends with more or less force to
every species of free government. Who that is a sincere friend to it can look with indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric?

Promote then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a
government gives force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion should be enlightened.

As a very important source of strength and security, cherish public credit. One method of preserving it is to use it as sparingly as possible,
avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating peace, but remembering also that timely disbursements to prepare for danger frequently prevent much
greater disbursements to repel it, avoiding likewise the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occasions of expense, but by vigorous exertion in
time of peace to discharge the debts which unavoidable wars may have occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posterity the burden which we
ourselves ought to bear. The execution of these maxims belongs to your representatives, but it is necessary that public opinion should co-operate. To
facilitate to them the performance of their duty, it is essential that you should practically bear in mind that towards the payment of debts there must be
revenue; that to have revenue there must be taxes; that no taxes can be devised which are not more or less inconvenient and unpleasant; that the
intrinsic embarrassment, inseparable from the selection of the proper objects (which is always a choice of difficuities), ought to be a decisive motive
for a candid construction of the conduct of the government in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in the measures for obtaining revenue, which
the public exigencies may at any time dictate, ‘ o LT e

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; cultivate peace and harmony with all. Religion and morality enjoin this conduct; and can it be,
that good policy does not equally enjoin it - It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the
magnanimous and too novel example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can doubt that, in the course of time
and things, the fruits of such a'plan would richly repay any temporary advantages which might be lost by a steady adherence to it ? Can it be that
Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue ? The experiment, at least, is recommended by every sentiment which
ennobles human nature. Alas! is it rendered impossible by its vices?

-In'the-execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than that permanent, inveterate antipathies against particular nations, and.passionate
attachments for others, should be excluded; and that, in place of them, just and amicable feelings towards all should be cultivated. The nation which
indulges towards another a habitual hatred or a habitual fondness is in some degree a slave. itis a slave to its animosity or to its affection, either of
which is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one nation against another disposes each more readily to offer insult and
injury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to be haughty and intractable, when accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur. Hence,
frequent collisions, obstinate, envenomed, and bloody contests. The nation, prompted by ill-will and resentment, sometimes impels-to war the
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government, contrary to the best calculations of policy. The government sometimes participates in the national propensity, and adopts through
passion what reason would reject; at other times it makes the animosity of the nation subservient to projects of hostility instigated by pride, ambition,
and other sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps the liberty, of nations, has been the victim.

So likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the favorite nation, facilitating the illusion
of an imaginary common interest in cases where no real common interest exists, and infusing into one the enmities of the other, betrays the former
into a participation in the quarrels and wars of the latter without adequate inducement or justification. It leads also to concessions to the favorite
nation of privileges denied to others which is apt doubly to injure the nation making the concessions; by unnecessarily parting with what ought to have
been retained, and by exciting jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to retaliate, in the parties from whom equal privileges are withheld. And it gives to
ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation), facility to betray or sacrifice the interests of their own
country, without odium, sometimes even with popularity; gilding, with the appearances of a virtuous sense of obligation, a commendable deference
for public opinion, or a laudable zeal for public good, the base or foolish compliances of ambition, corruption, or infatuation.

As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to the truly enlightened and independent patriot.
How many opportunities do they afford to tamper with domestic factions, to practice the arts of seduction, to mislead public opinion, to influence or
awe the public councils. Such an attachment of a small or weak towards a great and powerful nation dooms the former to be the satellite of the latter.

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly
'awake, since history and experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes of republican government. But that jealousy to be
useful must be impartial; else it becomes the instrument of the very influence to be avoided, instead of a defense against it. Excessive partiality for
one foreign nation and excessive dislike of another cause those whom they actuate to see danger only on one side, and serve to veil and even
second the arts of influence on the other. Real patriots who may resist the intrigues of the favorite are liable to become suspected and odious, while
its tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of the people, to surrender their interests. :

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial relations, to have with them as little political
connection as possible. S far as we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfiled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop, Europe has a
set of primary interests which to us have none; or a very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which
are essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial ties in the ordinary vicissitudes of
her politics, or the ordinary combinations and colfisions of her friendships or enmities. ’

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a different course. If we remain one people under an efficient government.
the period is not far off when we may defy material injury from external annoyance; when we may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality we
may at any time resolve upon to be scrupulously respected; when belligerent nations, under the impossibility of making acquisitions upon us, will not
lightly hazard the giving us provocation; when we may choose peace or war, as our interest, guided by justice, shall counsel.

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation? Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny with
that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor or caprice?

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world; so far, | mean, as we are now at liberty to do it; for
let me not be understood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing engagements. | hold the maxim no less applicable to public than to private
affairs, that honesty is always the best policy. | repeat it, therefore, let those engagements be observed in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is
unnecessary and would be unwise to extend them.

Taking care always to keep ourselves by suitable establishments on a respectable defensive posture, we may safely trust to temporary alliances
for extraordinary emergencies.

Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations, are recommended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even our commercial policy should hold an
equal and impartial hand; neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors or preferences; consulting the natural course of things; diffusing and
diversifying by gentle means the streams of commerce, but forcing nothing; establishing (with powers so disposed, in order to give trade a stable
course, to define the rights of our merchants, and to enable the government to support them) conventional rules of intercourse, the best that present
circumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable to be from time to time abandoned or varied, as experience and
circumstances shall dictate; constantly keeping in view that it is folly in one nation to look for disinterested favors from another; that it must pay with a
portion of its independence for whatever it may accept under that character; that, by such acceptance, it may place itself in the condition of having
given equivalents for nominal favors, and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more. There can be no greater error than to expect
or calculate upon real favors from nation to nation, Itis an illusion, which experience must cure, which a just pride ought to discard.

In offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels of an old and affectionate friend, 1 dare not hope they will make the strong and lasting
impression | could wish; that they will control the usual current of the passions, or prevent our nation from running the course which has hitherto
marked the destiny of nations. But, if | may even flatter myself that they may be productive of some partial benefit, some occasional good; that they
may now and then recur to moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard against the impostures of
pretended patriotism; this hope will be a full recompense for the solicitude for your welfare, by which they have been dictated.

How far in the discharge of my official duties | have been guided by the principles which have been delineated, the public records and other
evidences of my conduct must witness to you and to the world. To myself, the assurance of my own conscience s, that | have at least believed myself
to be guided by them.

In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, my proclamation of the twenty-second of April, 1793, is the index of my plan. Sanctioned by your
approving voice, and by that of your represertativesin both houses of Congress, the spirit of that measure has continually' governed me, -
uninfluenced by any attempts to deter or divert me from it.

After deliberate examination, with the aid of the best lights | could obtain, | was well satisfied that our country, under all the circumstances of the
case, had a right to take, and was bound in duty and interest to take, a neutral position. Having taken it, | determined, as far as should depend upon
me, to maintain it, with moderation, perseverance, and firmness.

The considerations which respect the right to hold this conduct, it is not necessary on this occasion to detail. | will only observe that, according to
my understanding of the matter, that right, so far from being denied by any of the belligerent powers, has been virtually admitted by all.

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, without anything more, from the obligation which justice and humanity impose on every
nation, in cases in which it is free to act, to maintain inviolate the relations of peace and amity towards other nations.

The inducements of interest for observing that conduct will best be referred to your own reflections and experience. With me a predominant
motive has been to endeavor to gain time to our country to settle and mature its yet recent institutions, and to progress without interruption to that
degree of strength and consistency which is necessary to give i, hum_al%y_speaking, the command of its own fortunes.
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Though, in reviewing the incidents of my administration, | am unconscious of intentional error, | am nevertheless too sensible of my defects not to
think it probable that | may have committed many errors, Whatever they may be, | fervently beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to
which they may tend. | shall also carry with me the hope that my country will never cease to view them with indulgence; and that, after forty five years
of my life dedicated to its service with an upright zeal, the faults of incompetent abilities will be consigned to oblivion, as myself must soon be to the
mansions of rest,

Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, and actuated by that fervent love towards it, which is so natural to a man who views in it the
native soil of himself and his progenitors for several generations, | anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat in which | promise myseif to
realize, without alloy, the sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my fellow-citizens, the benign influence of good laws under a free government,
the ever-favorite object of my heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual cares, labors, and dangers.

' ' Geo. Washington.
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John L. O'Sullivan on Manifest Destiny, 1839

Excerpted from "The Great Nation of Futurity," The United States Democratic Review, Volume 6, Issue
23, pp. 426-430. The complete article can be found in The Makmg ofAmerlca Series at Cornell
University ‘

The American people having derived their origin from many other nations, and the Declaration of

" National Independence being entirely based on the great principle of human equality, these facts
demonstrate at once our disconnected position as regards any other nation; that we have, in reality,
but little connection with the past history of any of them, and still less with all antiquity, its glories, or
its crimes. On the contrary, our national birth was the beginning of a new history, the formation and
progress of an untried political system, which separates us from the past and connects us with the
future only; and so far as regards the entire development of the natural rights of man, in moral,
political, and national life, we may confidently assume that our country is destined to be the great
nation of futurity.

It is so destined, because the principle upon which a nation is organized fixes its destiny, and that of
equality is perfect, is universal. It presides in all the operations of the physical world, and it is also the
conscious law of the soul -- the self-evident dictates of morality, which accurately defines the duty of
man to man, and consequently man's rights as man. Besides, the truthful annals of any nation furnish
abundant evidence, that its happiness, its greatness, its duration, were always proportionate to the
“democratic equality in its system of government....

What friend of human liberty, civilization, and refinement, can cast his view over the past history of
the monarchies and aristocracies of antiquity, and not deplore that they ever existed? What
philanthropist can contemplate the oppressions, the cruelties, and injustice inflicted by them on the
masses of mankind, and not turn with moral horror from the retrospect?

America is destined for better deeds. It is our unparalleled glory that we have no reminiscences of
battle fields, but in defence of humanity, of the oppressed of all nations, of the rights of conscience,
the rights of personal enfranchisement. Our annals describe no scenes of horrid carnage, where men
were led on by hundreds of thousands to slay one another, dupes and victims to emperors, kings,
nobles, demons in the human form called heroes. We have had patriots to defend our homes, our
liberties, but no aspirants to crowns or thrones; nor have the American people ever suffered
themselves to be led on by wicked ambition to depopulate the land, to spread desolation far and
wide, that a human being might be placed on a seat of supremacy.

R il hm e e e - R e Ty TR TR NN TR

We have no interest in the scenes of antiquity, only as lessons of avoidance of nearly all their
examples. The expansive future is our arena, and for our history. We are entering on its untrodden
space, with the truths of God in our minds, beneficent objects in our hearts, and with a clear
conscience unsullied by the past. We are the nation of human progress, and who will, what can, set
limits to our onward march? Providence is with us, and no earthly power can. We point to the
everlasting truth on the first page of our national declaration, and we proclaim to-the:millions of



other lands, that "the gates of hell" -- the powers of aristocracy and monarchy -- "shall not prevail
against it."

The far-reaching, the boundless future will be the era of American greatness. In its magnificent
domain of space and time, the nation of many nations is destined to manifest to mankind the

“excellence of divine principles; to establish on earth the noblest temple ever dedicated to the
worship of the Most High -- the Sacred and the True. Its floor shall be a hemisphere -- its roof the
firmament of the star-studded heavens, and its congregation an Union of many Republics, comprising
hundreds of happy millions, calling, owning no man master, but governed by God's natural and moral
law of equality, the law of brotherhood -- of "peace and good will amongst men.". ..

Yes, we are the nation of progress, of individual freedom, of universal enfranchisement. Equality of
rights is the cynosure of our union of States, the grand exemplar of the correlative equality of
individuals; and while truth sheds its effulgence, we cannot retrograde, without dissolving the one and
subverting the other. WWe must onward to the fulfilment of our mission -- to the entire development
of the principle of our organization -- freedom of conscience, freedom of person, freedom of trade
and business pursuits, universality of freedom and equality. This is our high destiny, and in nature's
eternal, inevitable decree of cause and effect we must accomplish it. All this will be our future history,
to establish on earth the moral dignity and salvation of man -- the immutable truth and beneficence
of God. For this blessed mission to the nations of the world, which are shut out from the life-giving
light of truth, has America been chosen;and her high example shall smite unto death the tyranny of
kings, hierarchs, and oligarchs, and carry the glad tidings of peace and good will where myriads now
endure an existence scarcely more enviable than that of beasts of the field. Who, then, can doubt that
our country is destined to be the great nation of futurity?

Return To Vinnie's Home Page

Return to Documents Relating to American Foreign Policy Before 1898
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The Mexican War—Was It in the National Interest?

Part A.

Use the followin
for and against Ame

the 1840s.

4

Document A

But I am in danger of running into unnecessary details, which my debility
will not enable me to close. The question is full of interest, also, as it affects
our domestic relations and as it may bear upon those of Mexico to us. I
will not undertake to follow it out to its consequences in those respects,
though I must say that, in all aspects, the annexation of Texas to the United
States promises to enlarge the circle of free institutions, and is essential
to the United States, particularly as lessening the probabilities of future
collision with foreign powets, and giving them greater efficiency in spreading
the blessings of peace. '

- Andrew Jackson in a letter to Cong. Aaron V. Brown of Tennessee,
’ February 12, 1843

‘Document B
John L. O’Sullivan, the influential Democratic editor who gave the movement
its name, wrote in 1845 that the American claim to new territory

- . . Is by the right of our manifest destiny to overspread and to possess
the whole of the continent which Providence has given us for the develop-

. ment of the great experiment of lberty and federative self government

entrusted to us. It is a right such as that of the tree to the space of air
and earth suitable for the full expansion of its principle and destiny of
growth.

Richard N. Current et al., A Survey of American History, Vol 1,
6th ed. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1983}, 375.

Document C
“We love to indulge in thoughts of the future extent and power of this
Republic—because with its increase is the increase of human happiness and

. liberty. . . . What has miserable, inefficient Mexico—with her supejstition,

her burlesque upon freedom, her actual tyranny by the few over the many-—
what has she to do with the great mission of peopling the New World with
a noble race? Be it ours, to achleve that mission! Be it ours to roll down
all of the upstart leaven of old despotism, that comes our wayl”

Walt Whitroan, Editoridl,. Brooklyn Daily Eagle, July 7, 1846

=11-

g documents as a resource in completing the chart that follows on the arguments
rican expansion to the Pacific, even at the expense of war with Mexico, in
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Document D -
— For Americanexpansion to the Pacific was always a precise and calculated

~ Norman A Gracbner, “The Land-Hunger Thesis Challenged,”
In The Mexican War: Was It Manifest Destiny? ed. by Ramon’ Eduarde Ruiz
(New York: Holt, Reinhardt and Winston, 1963), 48.

Document E
However superior the Anglo-American race-may be to that of Mexico, this /z///:q X
Bives the Americans no right to infringe upon the rights of the inferior race. ’
The people of the United States may rightfully, and will, if they use the
PIOper 1neans, exercise a most beneficial moral Influence over the Mexicans
~ and other less enlightened nations of America. Beyond this they have no
right to go. ' ’

Document F

“Then—Resolve,—Thet We wunt hev-an.inch o'slave territory;

Thet Presidunt Poll’s hoﬁ per;:eedlns alr very t};ry;

Thet the war is a damned Wér, an’ them thet enlist in it

Should hev a cravat with a dreffle tght twist in it;

Thet the war is a Wwar fer the spreadin’ o slavery;”

. James Russell Lowell, The Biglow Papers, lé46

Document G
Less than a year before he became President, Lincoln wrote that “the act

people thereof: and that it was unconstitutional, because the power of
levying war is vested in Congress, and'not in the President” (June 1, 1860).

, Document H N o
Long-memoried Mexicans have never forgotten that their northern enemy
tore away about half of their country. The argument that they were lucky
not to lose all of it, and that they had been paid something for their land,
did not lessen their bitterness. The war also marked an ugly turning point

Bailey and Kennedy, American Pageant, 272.

-12—
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should demand also impeded

rapid settlement. At the beginning of the war,

ambitions of most Americans were relatively modest: California and New
Mexico. But with each new, dazzling victory, the national appetite grew until
’ “All Mexico” became a powerful slogan and movement.

The reluctance of most Americ

ans to take on the responsibility of governing

an alien, non—English—speakjng Ppeople with different Institutions and tra.
ditions, ultimately decided the All Mexico issue. Racism clearly played a part

in the decision: Mexicans were

they would be a dead weight

{Boston, Massachusetts: Litt]

“half-breeds,” Incapable of self-govemment:
around the bounding young America’s neck.

Irwin Unger, These United States, Vol. 1
e, Brown and Company, 1973), 390-91.

Arguments for American expansion

Arguments against American expan'sion%’
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Homestead Act (1862)

Enacted on May 20, 1862, this landmark piece of legislation granted to settlers
ownership of 160 acres of land merely by living on it and working it for five years. It
proved one of the most important government incentives in setiling the vast territory of
the American West and provided economic opportunities to thousands of Americans and
newly arrived immigrants. Below is an excerpt of the act.

Be it enacted, That any person who is the head of a family, or who has arrived at the e S
age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of the United States, or who shall have filed his declaration of intention to
become such, as required by the naturalization laws of the United States, and who has never borne arms against the
United States Government or given aid and comfort to its enemies, shall, from and after the first of January, eighteen
hundred and sixty-three, be entitled to enter one quarter-section or a less quantity of unappropriated public lands, upon
which said person may have filed a pre-emption claim, or which may, at the time the application is made, be subject to
pre-emption at one dollar and twenty-five cents, or less, per acre; or eighty acres or less of such unappropriated lands,
at two dollars and fifty cents per acre, to be located in a body, in conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public
lands, and after the same shall have been surveyed: Provided, That any person owning or residing on land may, under
the provisions of this act, enter other land lying contiguous to his or her said land, which shall not, with the land so
already owned and occupied, exceed in the aggregate one hundred and sixty acres.

Section 2. That the person applying for the benefit of this act shall, upon application to the register of the land office in
which he or she is about to make such entry, make affidavit before the said register or receiver that he or she is the
head of a family, or is twenty-one or more years of age, or shall have performed service in the Army or Navy of the
United States, and that he has never borne arms against the Government of the United States or given aid and
comfort to its enemies, and that such application is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and that said entry is
made for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation, and not, either directly or indirectly, for the use or benefit of
any other. person or persons whomsoever, and upon filing the said affidavit with the register or receiver, and on
payment of ten dollars, he or she shall thereupon be permitted to enter the quantity of land specified: Provided,
Rowever, That no certificate shall be given or patent issued therefor until the expiration of five years from the date of
such entry; and if, at the expiration of such time, or at any time within two years thereafter, the person making such
entry—or if he be dead, his widow; or in case of her death, his heirs or devisee; or in case of a widow making such
entry, her heirs or devisee, in case of her death—shall prove by two credible witnesses that he, she or they have
resided upon or cultivated the same for the term of five years immediately succeeding the time of filing the affidavit
aforesaid, and shall make affidavit that no part of said land has been alienated, and that he has borne true allegiance
to the Government of the United States then, in such case, he she, or they, if at that time a citizen of the United |
States, shall be entitled to a patent, as in other cases provided for by law: And provided, further, That in case of the
death of both father and mother, leaving an infant child or children under twenty-one yeats of age, the right and fee
shall inure to the benefit of said infant child or children: and the executor, administrator, or guardian may, at any time
within two years after the death of the surviving parent, and in accordance with the laws of the States in which such
children for the time-being have their domicile, sell said land for the benefit of said infants, but for no other purpose;

http://americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/2544197sid=2544 19&cid=0&view=print v Page 1 of 2
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promises to native Americans. In 1887, Congress tried to deal with the plight of native

Act (Document 16-3). Document 16-4 sheds
e Wounded Knee Massacre of 1890.

16-1 Our First Winter on the Prairie (c. 1870)

Hamlin Garland

During his childhood and youth, Hamlin Garland (1860-1940) lived in Wisconsin,

Minnesota, Iowa, and the Dakota Territory. As an adult, he lived in Boston, Chicago,
New York City, and the Los Angeles area. A writer of essays, short stories, novels, and
autobiography, Garland was realistic in his depiction of farm life and sympathetic to-
ward women’s rights, native Americans’ rights, and farmers’ political movements. Al-
though this piece depicts life on the lowa prairie, homesteaders on the Great Plains
faced similar hardships and pleasures.

Source: Hamlin Garland, A Son of the Middle Border (New York: Macmillan, 1920), 85-98.

For a few days my brother and I had little to do other than
to keep the cattle from straying, and we used our leisure in
becoming acquainted with the region round about.

It burned deep into our memories, this wide, sunny,
windy country. The sky so big, and the horizon line so low
and so far away, made this new world of the plain more
majestic than the world of the Coulee.—The grasses and
many of the flowers were also new to us. On the uplands
the herbage was short and dry and the plants stiff and
woody, but in the swales the wild oat shook its quivers of
barbed and twisted arrows, and the crow’s foot, tall and
sere, bowed softly under the feet of the wind, while every-
where, in the lowlands as well as on the ridges, the bleach-
ing white antlers of by-gone herbivora lay scattered, testi-
fying to “the herds of deer and buffalo” which once fed
there. We were just a few years too late to see them.

To the south the sections were nearly all settled upon,
for in that direction lay the county town, but to the north
and on into Minnesota rolled the unplowed sod, the feed-
ing ground of the cattle, the home of foxes and wolves,
and to the west, just beyond the highest ridges, we loved to
think the bison might still be seen.

The cabin on this rented farm was a -mere shanty,.a ..

shell of pine boards, which needed re-enforcing to make it
habitable and one day my father said, “Well, Hamlin, I
guess yow'll have to run the plow-team this fall. T must help
neighbor Button wall up the house and I can’t afford to
hire another man.” )

This seemed a fine commission for a lad of ten, and I
drove. my horses into the field that first morning with a
manly pride which added an inch to my stature. I took my
initial “round” at a “land” which stretched from one side

of the quarter section to the other, in confident mood. I
was grown up! - ,

But, alas! my sense of elation did not last long. To
guide a team for a few minutes as an experiment was one
thing—to plow all day like a hired hand was another. It
was not a chore, it was a job. It meant moving to and fro
hour after hour, day after day, with no one to talk to but
the horses. It meant trudging eight or nine miles in the
forenoon and as many more in the afternoon, with less
than an hour off at noon. It meant dragging the heavy im-
plement around the corners, and it meant also many ship-
wrecks, for the thick, wet stubble matted with wild buck-
wheat often rolled up between the coulter and the standard
and threw the share completely out of the ground, making
it necessary for me to halt the team and jerk the heavy
plow backward for a new start.

Although strong and active I was rather short, even
for a ten-year-old, and to reach the plow handles I was
obliged to lift my hands above my shoulders; and so with
the guiding lines crossed over my back and my worn straw
hat bobbing just above the cross-brace I must have made a
comical figure. At any rate nothing like it had been seen in
the neighborhood and the people on the road to town
looking across the field, laughed and called to me, and
neighbor Button said to my father in my hearing, “That
chap’s too young to run aiplow,” a judgment which
pleased and flattered me greatly. . ..

The flies were savage, especially in the middle of the
day, and the horses, tortured by their lances, drove badly,
twisting and turning in their despairing rage. Their tails
were continually getting over the lines, and in stopping to
kick their tormentors from their bellies they often got
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astride the traces, and in other ways made trouble for me.
Only in the early morning or when the sun sank low at
night were they able to move quietly along their ways.

The soil was the kind my father had been seeking, a
smooth dark sandy loam, which made it possible for alad
to do the work of a man. Often the share would go the en-

“ (6 “Found” without striking a root or a pebble as bigas a

walnut, the steel running steadily with a crisp crunching
ripping sound which I rather liked to hear. In truth work
would have been quite tolerable had it not been so long
drawn out. Ten hours of it even on a fine day made about
twice too many for a boy.
 Meanwhile I cheered myself in every imaginable way. I
whistled. T sang. I studied the clouds. I gnawed the beauti-
ful red skin from the seed vessels which hung upon the
wild rose bushes, and I counted the prairie chickens as they
began to come together in winter flocks running through
the stubble in search of food. I stopped now and again to
examine the lizards unhoused by the share, tormenting
them to make them sweat their mitky drops (they were cu-
riously repulsive to me), and I measured the little granaries
of wheat which the mice and gophers had deposited deep
under the ground, storehouses which the plow had vio-
lated. My eyes dwelt enviously upon the sailing hawk, and
on the passing of ducks. The occasional shadowy figure of
a prairie wolf made me wish for Uncle David and his rifle.
On certain days nothing could cheer me. When the
bitter wind blew from the north, and the sky was filled
with wild geese racing southward, with swiftly-hurrying
clouds, winter seemed about to spring upon me. The
horses’ tails streamed in the wind. Flurries of snow covered
me with clinging flakes, and the mud “gummed” my boots
and trouser legs, clogging my steps. At such times I suf-
fered from cold and loneliness—all sense of being a man
evaporated. I was just a little boy, longing for the leisure of
boyhood. .
Day after day, through the month of October and deep
into November, I followed that team, turning over two
acres of stubble each day. I would not believe this without
proof, but it is true! At last it grew so cold that in the early

morning everything was white with frost and I was obliged |

to put one hand in my pocket to keep it warm, while hold-
ing the plow with the other, but T didr’t mind this so much,
for it hinted at the close of autumn. I've no doubt facing
the wind in'this way was excellent discipline, but I didn’t
think it necessary then and my heart was sometimes bitter
and rebellious. o o

The soldier did not intend to be severe. As he had al-
ways been an early riser and a busy toiler it seemed per-
fectly natural and good discipline, that his sons should also
plow and husk corn at ten years of age. He often told of
beginning life as a “bound boy” at nine, and these stories
helped me to perform my own tasks without whining, I
feared to voice my- weakness. o

At last there came a morning when by striking my heel
upon the ground I convinced the boss that the soil was
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frozen too deep for the mold-board to break. “All right,”
he said, “you may lay off this afternoon.”

Oh, those beautiful hours of respite! With time to play
or read I usually read, devouring anything I could lay my
hands upon. Newspapers, whether old or new, or pasted
on the wall or piled up in the attic,—anything in print was
wonderful to me. One enthralling book, borrowed from
neighbor Button, was The Fermale Spy, a Tale of the Rebel-
lion. Another treasure was a story called Cast Ashore, but
this volume unfortunately was badly torn and fifty pages
were missing so that I never knew, and do not know to this
day, how those indomitable shipwrecked seamen reached
their English homes. I dimly recall that one man carried a
pet monkey on his back and that they all lived on “Bus-
tards.”

Finally the day came when the ground rang like iron
under the feet of the horses, and a bitter wind, raw and
gusty, swept out of the northwest, bearing gray veils of
slect. Winter had come! Work in the furrow had ended.
The plow was brought in, cleaned and greased to prevent
its rusting, and while the horses munched their hay in well--
earned holiday, father and I helped farmer Button husk the
last of his corn. . . .

The school-house which was to be the center of our
social life stood on the bare prairie about a mile to the
southwest and like thousands of other similar buildings in
the west, had not a leaf to shade it in summer nor a branch
to break the winds of savage winter. “There’s been a good
deal of talk about setting out a wind-break,” neighbor But-
ton explained to us, “but nothing has as yet been done.” It
was merely a square pine box painted a glaring white on
the outside and a desolate drab within; at least drab was
the original color, but the benches were mainly so greasy
and hacked that original intentions were obscured. It had
two doors on the eastern end and three windows on each
side.

A long square stove (standing on slender legs in a pud-
dle of bricks), a wooden chair, and a rude table in one cor-
ner, for the use of the teacher, completed the movable fur-
niture. The walls were roughly plastered and the windows
had no curtains.

Tt was a barren temple of the arts even to the residents
of Dry Run, and Harriet and I, stealing across the prairie
one Sunday morning to look in, came away vaguely de-
pressed. We were fond of school and never missed a day if
we could help it, but this neighborhood center seemed so
small and bleak and poor. :

With what fear, what excitement we approached the 7

door on that first day, I can only faintly indicate. All the
scholars were strange to me except Albert and Cyrus But-
ton, and I was prepared for rough treatment. However, the
experience was not so harshas I had feared. True, Rangely
Field did throw me down and wash my face in snow, and

~ Jack Sweet tripped me up once or twice, but I bore these

indignities with such grace [as I could command, and -
soon made a place for myself among the boys. . . .




34

Chapter 16 The American West

I cannot recoyer much of that first winter of school. It
was not an experience to remember for its charm. Not one
line of grace, not one touch of color relieved the room’s
bare walls or softened its harsh windows. Perhaps this very
barrenness gave to the poetry in our readers an appeal that
seemns magical. .

This winter was made memorable also by a “revival” -
which came over the district with sudden fury. It began late

in the winter—fortunately, for it ended all dancing and
merry-making for the time. It silenced Daddy Fairbanks’
fiddle and subdued my mother’s glorious voice to a wail. A
cloud of puritanical gloom settled upon almost every
household. Youth and love became furtive and hypocritic.
The evangelist, one of the old-fashioned shouting, hys-
terical, ungrammatical, gasping sort, took charge of the
services, and in his exhortations phrases descriptive of
lakes of burning brimstone and ages of endless torment
abounded: Some of the figures of speech and violent ges-
tures of the man still. linger in my mind, but I will not set
them down on paper. They are too dreadful to perpetuate.

At times he roared with such power that he could have
been heard for half a mile.

And yet we went, night by night, mother, father, Jessie,
all of us. It was our theater. Some of the roughest charac-
ters in the neighborhood rose and professed repentance,
for a season, even old Barton, the profanest man in the
township, experienceda “change of heart.”

We all enjoyed the singing, and ]omed most lustlly in
the tunes. Even little Jessie learned to sing Heavenly
Wings, There is a Fountain filled with Blood, and Old
Hundred. ’

As I peer back into that crowded little school-room,
smothering hot and reeking with lamp smoke, and recall
the half-lit, familiar faces of the congregation, it all has the
quality of a vision, something experienced in another
‘world. The preacher, leaping, sweating, roaring till the
windows rattle; the mothers with sleeping babes in their -
arms, the sweet, strained faces of the girls, the immobile
wondering men, are spectral shadows, figures encountered
in the phantasmagoria of disordered sleep.

?@S\wa

hardships?

uestions
1) What did Garland’s life as a ten-year-old entail? What are his pleasures and his

2. When speaking of his father, Garland reveals both fear and pride in “the soldier”
who demanded “good discipline” and had high expectations. How might Garland

have been influenced by a father who was a “bound boy” at age nine and a Union

soldier later in life?

What roles did the schoolhouse play in the lives of local children and families?
What does this reveal about life in a farming area?

16-2 A Century of Dishonor (1881)

Born in Amherst, Massachusetts, Helen Hunt Jackson (1830-1885) was raised in the

New England moral climate that nurtured the abolitionist and women’s movements of
the mid-nineteenth century. However, this childhood friend of Emily Dickinson

showed no interest in reform causes until her second m
rado in 1875. Ironically, it was during a trip to B

Helen Hiint.Jackson
Pon
Within two years S
with Jackson’s conde
— cans. Because t ook

rage and her move to Col-
6n in 1879 that Jackson heard the

earnest,” Theddore Roosevelt féased that it was “capable of doing great harm.”

Source: Helen Hunt Jackson, A Century of Dishonor (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1881;
reprint, New York: Harper and Row, 1965), 338-342. o
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FREDERICK JACKSON TURNER

rrom The Frontier in American History (1893)

More than any other scholar, historian Frederick Jackson Turner influenced Ameri-
can attitudes toward the role of the West in shaping American values and institu-

i tions. Born in Portage, Wisconsin, in 1861, he taught at the University of Wisconsin

' from 1889 until 1910, when he joined Harvard’s faculty. In 1893 he outlined his

“frontier thesis” to the American Historical Society. Turner claimed that the process
of western settlement was the defining characteristic of American society. Yet he con-
cuded that at the end of the nineteenth century the frontier era had ended, and he -
worried that its beneficial effects would be lost to future generations of Americans.
His frontier thesis was widely accepted. Today, however, historians criticize him for
ignoring the role of women, evading the moral issues associated with the exploita-
tion of the Native Americans, and asserting a simplistic connection between geogra-
phy and political ideology.

From Frederick Jackson Turner, The Frontier in American History (New York: Holt, Rinehart
& Winston, 1920), pp. 1-4, 22-23, 29-31, 32, 37-38.

52 CHAPTER 19 NEW ERONTIERS: SOUTH AND WEST

3. Turner equated the frontier with the America
character. Does his set of national characte;

REVIEW QUEST‘ONS tics accurately describe Americans today?
4. In soggesting that the frontier was uitimatel;

1. What do you think Tumer meant by the term synonymous with a “new field of opportunity;
“Americanization”? what did Turner imply about other living
2. A‘ccording to Turnt?r, mﬁwhathcrucml :gspzit . environments in nineteenth-century America 3

did western states differ om those on the At- life?

lantic coast? |
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the Census for 1890 appear these significant

g n a recent bulletin*of-the"Siipérintendent of
words: “Up to and including 1880 the country

had a frontier of settlement, but at present the.

unsettled area has been so broken into by isolated
bodies of settlement that there can hardly be said
to be a frontier line. In the discussion of its extent,
its westward movement, etc., it can not, therefore,
any longer have a place in census reports.” This
brief official statemnent marks the closing of a great
historic movement. Up to our own day American
history has been in a large degree the history of
the colonization of the Great West. The existence
of an area of free land, its continuous recession,
and the advance of American settlement westward
explain American development.

Behind institutions, behind constitutional
forms and modifications, lie the vital forces that
call these organs into life and shape them to meet
changing conditions. The peculiarity of American
institutions is the fact that they have been com-
pelled to adapt themselves to the changes of an
expanding people—to the changes involved in
crossing a continent, in winning a wilderness, and
in developing at each area of this progress out of
the primitive economic and political conditions of
the frontier. into the complexity of city life. Said
Calhouyn' in 1817, “we are great, and rapidly—I
was about to say fearfully-—growing!” So saying,
he touched the distinguishing feature of American
life.

* * *

In the case of most nations, however, the devel-
opment has occurred in a limited area; and if the
nation has expanded, it has met other growing
peoples whom it has conquered. But in the case
of the United States we have a different phenom-
enon. Limiting our attention to the Atlantic coast,
we have the familiar phenomenon of the evolution
of institutions -in a limited area, such as the rise
of representative government; the differentia-
tion of simple colonial governments into complex

organs; the progress from primitive industrial so-..

tJohn C. Calhoun (1782—1850).

ciety, without division of labor, up to manufae.’
turing civilization. But we have in addition to this!
a recurrence of the process of evolution in each:
western area reached in the process of expansipg, |
Thus American development has exhibited’ pot|
merely advance along a single line, but a returg ¢o |
primitive conditions on a continually advanéfing!
frontier line, and a new development for that ageq, |

American social development has been contin- '
ually beginning over again on the frontier. This
perennial rebirth, this fluidity of American life,
this expansion westward with its new opportuni-
ties, its continuous touch with the simplicity of
primitive society, furnish the forces dominating
American character. The true point of view in the
history of this nation is not the Atlantic coast, it
is the Great West, . . .

In this advance, the frontier is the outer edge
of the wave—the meeting point between savagery
and civilization. . . . The most significant thing
about the American frontier is, that it les at the
hither edge of free land.

* * *

In the settlement of America we have to observe
how European life entered the continent, and how
America modified and developed that life and re-
acted on Europe. Our early history is the study of
European germs developing in an American en-
vironment. . . . The frontier is the line of most
rapid and effective Americanization. The wilder-
ness masters the colonist. It finds him a European
in dress, industries, tools, modes of travel, and
thought. It takes him from the railroad car and
puts him in the birch canoe, It strips off the gar-
ments of civilization and arrays him in the hunt-
ing shirt and the moccasin. It puts him in the log
cabin of the Cherokee and Iroquois and runs an
Indian palisade around him. Before long he has
gone to planting Indian corn and plowing with a
sharp stick; he shouts the war cry and takes the
scalp in orthodox Indian fashion. In shert, at the
frontier the environment is at first too strong for
the man. He must accept the conditions which it
furnishes, or perish, and so he fits himself into the
Indian clearings and follows the Indian trails, Lit-
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tle by little he transforms the wilderness, but the
outcome is not the old Europe. .

The fact is, that here is a new product that is
American. At first, the frontier was the Atlantic
coast. It was the frontier of Europe in a very real
sense. Moving westward the frontier becomes
more and more American. . . . Thus the advance
of the frontier has meant a steady movement away

from the influence of Europe, a steady growth of

independence on American lines. And to study
this advance, the men who grew up under these
conditions, and the political, economic, and social
results of it, is to study the really American part
of our history.

* * *

First, we note that the frontier promoted the for-
mation of a composite nationality for the Ameri-
can people. The coast was preponderantly English,
but the later tides of continental immigration
flowed across to the free lands. . . . In the crucible
of the frontier the immigrants were Americanized,
liberated, and fused into a mixed race, English in
neither nationality nor characteristics. The process
has gone on from the early days to our own. . . .

But the most important effect of the frontier
has been in the promotion of democracy here and
in Burope. As has been indicated, the frontier is
productive of individualism. Complex society is
precipitated by the wilderness into a kind of

-

primitive organization based on the family, The

tendency is anti-social. It produces antipathy to
control, and particularly to any direct control.

The frontier States that came into the Union

in the first quarter of a century of its existence
¢ame in with democratic suffrage provisions, and
had reactive effects of the highest importance
upon the older States whose peoples were being
attracted there. An extension of the franchise be-
Came essential. ,

But the democracy born of free land, strong

in selfishpess and individualism, intolerant of ad-

Ministrative experience and education, and press-
ing individual liberty beyond its proper bounds,

its dangers as well as its benefits. Individualism
In America has allowed a laxity in regard to gov-

_20_.

ernmental affairs which has rendered possible the
spoils system and all the manifest evils that follow
from a highly developed civil spirit. .

The works of travelers along each frontier
from colonial days onward describe certain com-
mon traits, and these traits have, while softening
down, still persisted as survivals in the place of
their origin, even when a higher social organiza-
tion succeeded. The result is that to the frontier
the American intellect owes its striking character-
istics. The coarseness and strength combined with
acuteness and inquisitiveness; that practical, in-
ventive turn of mind, quick to find expedients;
that masterful grasp of material things, lacking in
the artistic but powerful to effect great ends; that
restless nervous energy; that dominant individu-
alism, working for good and for evil, and withal
that buoyancy and exuberance which comes with
freedom—these are traits of the frontier, or traits
called out elsewhere because of the existence of the
frontier.

Since the days when the fleet of Columbus
sailed into the waters of the New World, America
has been another name for opportunity, and the
people of the United States have taken their tone
from the incessant expansion which has not only
been open but has even been forced upon them.
He would be a rash prophet who should assert
that the expansive character of American life has
now entirely ceased. Movement has been its dom-
inant fact, and, unless this training has no effect
upon a people, the American energy will contin-
ually demand a wider field for its exercise. . . . yet,
in spite of environment, and in spite of custom,
each frontier did indeed furnish a new field of
opportunity. . . . And now, four centuries from
the discovery of America, at the end of a hundred
years of life under the Constitution, the frontier
has goné, and with its going has closed the first
period of American history.
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I Hated Tonto (Still Do)

Commentary: Sherman Alexie recalls growing up with stereotype movie Indians--and loving them, wanting to be them. (Well, most of
them.)

June 28, 1998 | Sherman Alexie

I was a little Spokane Indian boy who read every book and saw every movie about Indians, no matter how terrible.
I'd read those historical romance novels about the steroidal Indian warrior ravaging the virginal white schoolteacher.
I can still see the cover art.

The handsome, blue-eyed warrior (the Indians in romance novels are always blue-eyed because half-breeds are somehow sexier than
full-blooded Indians) would be nuzzling (the Indians in romance novels are always performing acts that are described in animalistic
terms) the impossibly pale neck of a white woman as she reared her head back in primitive ecstasy (the Indians in romance novels
always inspire white women to commit acts of primitive ecstasy).

Of course, after reading such novels, I imagined myself to be a blue-eyed warrior nuzzling the necks of various random, primitive and
ecstatic white women.

And I just as often imagined myself to be a cinematic Indian, splattered with Day-Glo Hollywood war paint as I rode off into yet another
battle against the latest actor to portray Gen. George Armstrong Custer.

But I never, not once, imagined myself to be Tonto.

I hated Tonto then and I hate him now.

However, despite my hatred of Tonto, I loved movies about Indians, loved them beyond all reasoning and saw no fault with any of them.
1 loved John Ford's "The Searchers." |

I rooted for John Wayne as he searched for his niece for years and years. I rooted for John Wayne even though I knew he was going to
kill his niece because she had been "soiled" by the Indians. Hell, I rooted for John Wayne because I understood why he wanted to kill his
niece. I hated those savage Indians just as much as John Wayne did.

I mean, jeez, they had kidnapped Natalie Wood, transcendent white beauty who certainly didn't deserve to be nuzzled, nibbled, or nipped
by some Indian warrior, especially an Indian warrior who only spoke in monosyllables and whose every movement was accompanied by
ominous musie,

*

In the movies, Indians are always accompanied by ominous music. And I've seen so many Indian movies that I feel like I'm constantly
accompanied by ominous music. I always feel that something bad is about to happen.

I am always aware of how my whole life is shaped by my hatred of Tonto. Whenever I think of Tonto, I hear ominous music.

I walk into shopping malls or family restaurants, as the ominous music drops a few octaves, and imagine that T am Billy Jack, the half- -
breed Indian and Vietnam vet turned flower-power pacifist (now there's a combination) who loses his temper now and again, takes off
his shoes (while his opponents patiently wait for him to do so), and then kicks the red out of the necks of a few dozen racist white extras.

You have to remember Billy Jack, right?
Every Indian remembers Billy Jack. I mean, back in the day, Indians worshiped Billy Jack.

Whenever a new Billy Jack movie opened in Spokane, my entire tribe would climb into two or three vans like so many circus clowns and
drive to the Hast Trent Drive-In for a long evening of greasy popcorn, flat soda pop, fossilized licorice rope and interracial violence.

We Indians cheered as Billy Jack fought for us, for every single Indian.

http://articles.latimes.com/print/1998/jun/28/entertainment/ca~64216 v Page 1 of 3
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Of course, we conveniently ignored the fact that Tom Laughlin, the actor who played Billy Jack, was definitely not Indian.

After all, such luminary white actors as Charles Bronson, Chuck Connors, Burt Reynolds, Burt Lancaster, Sal Mineo, Anthdny Quinn and
Charlton Heston had already portrayed Indians, so who were we to argue?

I mean, Tom Laughlin did have a nice tan and he spoke in monosyllables and wore cowboy boots and a jean jacket just like Indians. And
he did have a Cherokee grandmother or grandfather or butcher, so he was Indian by proximity, and that was good enough in 1972, when
disco music was about to rear its ugly head and bell-bottom pants were just beginning to change the shape of our legs.

When it came to the movies, Indians had learned to be happy with lesrs.

We didn't mind that cinematic Indians never had jobs.

We didn't mind that cinematic Indians were deadly serious.

We didn't mind that cinematic Indians were rarely played by Indian actors.

We made up excuses.

"Well, that Tom Laughlin may not be Indian, but he sure should be."

"Well, that movie wasn't so good, but Sal Mineo looked sort of like Uncle Stubby when he was still living out on the reservation."
"Well, I hear Burt Reynolds is a little bit Cherokee. Look at his cheekbones, He's got them Indian cheekbones.”
"Well, it's better than nothing."

Yes, that became our battle cry.

"Sometimes, it's a good day to die. Sometimes, it's better than nothing."

We Indians became so numb to the possibility of dissent, so accepting of our own lowered expectations, that we canonized a film like
"Powwow Highway." '

When it was first released, I loved "Powwow Highway." I cried when I first saw it in the theater, then cried again when I stayed and
watched it again a second time,

I mean, I loved that movie. I memorized whole passages of dialogue. But recently, I watched the film for the first time in many years and
cringed in shame and embarrassment with every stereotypical scene.

I cringed when Philbert Bono climbed to the top of a sacred mountain and left a Hershey chocolate bar as an offering.
I cringed when Philbert and Buddy Red Bow waded into a stream and sang Indian songs to the moon.
I cringed when Buddy had a vision of himself as an Indian warrior throwing a tomahawk through the window of a police cruiser.

I mean, I don't know a single Indian who would leave a chocolate bar as an offering. I don't know any Indians who have ever climbed to
the top of any mountain, I don't know any Indians who wade into streams and sing to the moon. I don't know of any Indians who
imagine themselves to be Indian warriors.

M
Wait.
I was wrong..I know of at least one Indian boy who always imagined himself to be a cinematic Indian warrior.
" Me.
I watched the movies and saw the kind of Indian I was supposed to be.
A cinematic Indian is supposed to climb mountains.

1 am afraid of heights.
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A cinematic Indian is supposed to wade into streams and sing songs.

1 don't know how to swim.

A cinematic Indian is supposed to be a warrior.

I haven't been in a fistfight since sixth grade and she beat the crap out of me.

I mean, I knew I could never be as brave, as strong, as wise, as visionary, as white as the Indians in the movies.

I was just one little Indian boy who hated Tonto because Tonto was the only cinematic Indian who looked like me.

*

Sherman Alexie is the author of "The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven," the screenwriter of "Smoke Signals," and the recent
winner of the 17th Taos Poetry Circus.
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Name: - . - Us32

Date: - Tallevi/Berenson

Wild, Wild West: Indians & Soldiers
~ Video Guide

1. What were the opposing views of land?
a. Native Americans view:

b. White Americans view:

'2. How does manifest destiny provide justification for the seizure-of Native
American’s land?

3. If Native Americans-did-net attack white settlers to kill them, what was the .
purpose of their attacks?

4. What was the white’s policy on Indians, according to-the Lakotas?
5. What happened at Sand Creek?

6. The federal government adopted a policy on Native Americans-that included
three choices: i
1.
2.
3.

-24-~
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7. What was the role of the wardor in Native American sosiety?

8. Why did Red Cloud realize that the rules of battle must change?

Q  What do the events of the Bozeman rail reveal about the federal
government’s intentions?

10, What does the federal government do in 1876 enee gold is-discovered in the
Black Hills?

ccomplish this policy?

]

L
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"Chief Joseph"

Hin-mah-too-yah-lat-kekt
(1840-1904)

The man who became a national celebrity with the
name "Chief Joseph" was born in the Wallowa
Valley in what is now northeastern Oregon in 1840.
He was given the name Hin-mah-too-yah-lat-kekt,
or Thunder Rolling Down the Mountain, but was
widely known as Joseph, or Joseph the Younger, .
because his father had taken the Christian name
Joseph when he was baptized at the Lapwai mission
by Henry Spalding in 1838.

Joseph the Elder was one of the first Nez Percé converts to Christianity and an active
supporter of the tribe's longstanding peace with whites. In 1855 he even helped

- Washington's territorial governor set up a Nez Percé reservation that stretched from

Oregon into Idaho. But in 1863, following a gold rush into Nez Percé territory, the
federal government took back almost six million acres of this land, restricting the Nez
Percé to a reservation in Idaho that was only one tenth its prior size. Feeling himself
betrayed, Joseph the Elder denounced the United States, destroyed his American flag
and his Bible, and refused to move his band from the Wallowa Valley or sign the treaty
that would make the new reservation boundaries official.

When his father died in 1871, Joseph was elected to succeed him. He inherited not only
a name but a situation made increasingly volatile as white settlers continued to arrive in
the Wallowa Valley. Joseph staunchly resisted all efforts to force his band onto the
small Idaho reservation, and in 1873 a federal order to remove white settlers and let his
people remain in the Wallowa Valley made it appear that he might be successful. But
the federal government soon reversed itself, and in 1877 General Oliver Otis Howard
threatened a cavalry attack to force Joseph's band and other hold-outs onto the
reservation. Believing military resistance futile, Joseph reluctantly led his people
toward Idaho.

Unfortunately, they never got there: About twenty young-Nez Percé warriors, enraged at
the loss of their homeland, staged a raid on nearby settlements and killed several
whites. Immediately, the army began to pursue Joseph's band and the others who had
not moved onto the reservation. Although he had opposed war, Joseph cast his lot with
the war leaders. '

What followed was one of the most brilliant military retreats in American history. Even
the unsympathetic General William Tecumseh Sherman could not help but be
impressed with the 1,400 mile march, stating that "the Indians throughout displayed a
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-courage and skill that elicited universal praise... [they] fought with almost scientific
skill, using advance and rear guards, skirmish lines, and field fortifications." In over
three months, the band of about 700, fewer than 200 of whom were warriors, fought
2,000 U.S. soldiers and Indian auxiliaries in four major battles and numerous
skirmishes. '

By the time he formally surrendered on October 5, 1877, Joseph was widely referred to

"I the Amierican press as "the Red Napoleon." It is unlikely, however, that he playedas
critical a role in the Nez Percé's military feat as his legend suggests. He was never

- considered a war chief by his people, and even within the Wallowa band, it was
Joseph's younger brother, Olikut, who led the warriors, while Joseph was responsible
for guarding the camp. It appears, in fact, that Joseph opposed the decision to flee into
Montana and seek aid from the Crows and that other chiefs -- Looking Glass and some
who had been killed before the surrender -- were the true strategists of the campaign.
Nevertheless, Joseph's widely reprinted surrender speech has immortalized him as a
military leader in American popular culture:

Lam tired of fighting. Our chiefs are killed. Looking Glass is dead. Toohoolhoolzote is

- dead. The old men are.all dead. It is the young men who say, "Yes" or "No." He who
led the young men [Olikut] is dead. It is cold, and we have no blankets. The little
children are freezing to death. My people, some of them, have run away to the hills,
and have no blankets, no food. No one knows where they are -- perhaps freezing to
death. I want to have time to look for my children, and see how many of them I can
Jind. Maybe I shall find them among the dead. Hear me, my chiefs! I am tired. My heart
is sick and sad. From where the sun now stands I will fight no more forever.

Joseph's fame did him little good. Although he had surrendered with the understandins
that he would be allowed to return home, J oseph and his people were instead taken f
to eastern Kansas and then to a reservation in Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma)
where many of them died of epidemic diseases. Although he was allowed to visit
Washington, D.C., in 1879 to plead his case to U.S. President Rutherford B. Hayes, it
was not until 1885 that Joseph and the other refugees were returned to the Pacific -
Northwest. Even then, half, including Joseph, were taken to a non-Nez Percé
reservation in northern Washington, separated from the rest of their people in Idaho
and their homeland in the Wallowa Valley.

In his last years, Joseph spoke eloquently against the injustice of United States policy
toward his people and held out the hope that America's promise of freedom and
equality might one day be fulfilled for Native Americans as well. An indomitable voice
of conscience for the West, he died in 1904, still in exile from his homeland, according
to his doctor "of a broken heart."
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152 ~ CHAPTER SEVEN

T T I T e ’in*dﬁ‘rmr‘iﬁwery*bad=f®-rwtvher-nﬁ§omermmt_make. peace,.and Lwill see that nohody. . .

is hurt by the soldiers.”

- The péople agreed to this, for it was true. So we broke camp next day and went
down from the O-ona-gazhee to Pine Ridge, and many, many Lakotas were.
already there. Also, there were many, many soldiers. They stood in two lines with

their guns held in front of them as we went through to where we camped.
And so it was all over.

1 did not know then how much was ended. When I look back now from thisi

high hill of my old age, I can still see the butchered women and children lying

heaped and scattered all along the crooked gulch as plain as when I saw them with A
eyes still young. And I can see that somerhing else died there in the bloody mud,-

and was buried in the blizard. A people’s dream died there. Irwas a beautiful
dream. A

And 1, to whom so great a vision was given in my youth,—you see me now a
pitiful old man who has done nothing, for the nation’s hoop is broken and scat-
tered. There is n6 center any longer, and the sacred tree is dead.
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THE LAND OF RED APPLES.

THERE were ei ght in our party of bronzed children who were going East with the missionaries. Among us
were three young braves, two tall girls, and we three little ones, Judewin, Thowin, and 1.

We had been very impatient to start on our journey to the Red Apple Country, which, we were told, lay a
little beyond the great circular horizon of the Western prairie. Under a sky of rosy apples we dreamt of
roaming as freely and happily as we had chased the cloud shadows on the Dakota plains. We had
anticipated much pleasure from a ride on the iron horse, but the throngs of staring palefaces disturbed and
troubled us.

- On the train, fair women, with tottering babies on each arm, stopped their haste and scrutinized the
children of absent mothers. Large men, with heavy bundles in their hands, halted near by, and riveted their
glassy blue eyes upon us.

I sank deep into the corner of my seat, for I resented being watched. Directly in front of me, children who
were no larger than [ hung themselves upon the backs of their seats, with their bold white faces toward me.
Sometimes they took their forefingers out of their mouths and pointed at my moccasined feet. Their
mothers, instead of reproving such rude curiosity, looked closely at me, and attracted their children's further
notice to my blanket. This embarrassed me, and kept me constantly on the verge of tears.

I sat perfectly still, with my eyes downcast, daring only now and then to shoot long glances around me.
Chancing to turn to the window at my side, I was quite breathless upon seeing one familiar object. It was the
telegraph pole which strode by at short paces. Very near my mother's dwelling, along the edge of a road
thickly bordered with wild sunflowers, some poles like these had been planted by white men. Often I had
stopped, on my way down the road, to hold my ear against the pole, and, hearing its low moaning, I used to
wonder what the paleface had done to hurt it. Now I sat watching for each pole that glided by to be the last
one.

In this way I had forgotten my uncomfortable surroundings, when I heard one of my comrades call out
my name. I saw the missionary standing very near, tossing candies and gums into our midst. This amused us
all, and we tried to see who could catch the most of the sweetmeats. The missionary's generous distribution
of candies was impressed upon my memory by a disastrous result which followed. I had caught more than
my share of candies and gums, and soon after our arrival at the school I had a chance to disgrace myself,
which, I am ashamed to say, I did.

Though we rode ééveral ‘days inside of the iron horse, I do not recall a singlé thing about our luncheons.

It was night when we reached the school grounds. The lights from the windows of the large buildings fell
upon some of the icicled trees that stood beneath them. We were led toward an open door, where the
brightness of the lights within flooded out over the heads of the excited palefaces who blocked the way. My
body trembled more from fear than from the snow I trod upon.

Entering the house, I stood close against the wall. The strong glaring light in the large whitewashed room



dazzled my eyes. The noisy hurrying of hard shoes upon a bare wooden floor
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increased the whirring in my ears. My only safety seemed to be in keeping next to the wall. As I was
wondering in which direction to escape from all this confusion, two warm hands grasped me firmly, and in
the same moment I was tossed high in midair. A rosy-cheeked paleface woman caught me in her arms. I
was both frightened and insulted by such trifling. I stared into her eyes, wishing her to let me stand on my
own, feet, but she jumped me up and down with increasing enthusiasm. My mother had never made a
plaything of her wee daughter. Remembering this I began to cry aloud.

They misunderstood the cause of my tears, and placed me at a white table loaded with food. There our
party were united again. As I did not hush my crying, one of the older ones whispered to me, "Wait until
you are alone in the night."

It was very little I could swallow besides my sobs, that evening.

"Oh, I want my mother and my brother Dawee! I want to go to my aunt!" I pleaded; but the ears of the
paléfaces could not hear me.

From the table we were taken along an upward incline of wooden boxes, which I learned afterward to call
a stairway. At the top was a quiet hall, dimly lighted. Many narrow beds were in one straight line down the
entire length of the wall. In them lay sleeping brown faces, which peeped just out of the coverings. I was
tucked into bed with one of the tall girls, because she talked to me in my mother tongue and seemed to
soothe me.

I had arrived in the wonderful land of rosy skies, but I was not happy, as I had thought I should be. My
long travel and the bewildering sights had exhausted me. I fell asleep, heaving deep, tired sobs. My tears
were left to dry themselves in streaks, because neither my aunt nor my mother was near to wipe them away.
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'THE CUTTING OF MY LONG HAIR.

The first day in the land of apples was a bitter-cold one; for the snow still covered the ground, and the
trees were bare. A large bell rang for breakfast, its loud metallic voice crashing through the belfry overhead
and into our sensitive ears. The annoying clatter of shoes on bare floors gave us no peace. The constant
clash of harsh noises, with an undercurrent of many voices murmuring an unknown tongue, made a bedlam
within which I was securely tied.- And though my spirit tore itself in struggling for its lost freedom, all was
useless.

A paleface woman, with white hair, came up after us. We were placed in a line of girls who were
marching into the dining room. These were Indian girls, in stiff shoes and closely clinging dresses. The
small girls wore sleeved aprons and shingled hair. As I walked noiselessly in my soft moccasins, I felt like
sinking to the floor, for my blanket had been stripped from my shoulders. I looked hard at the Indian girls,
who seemed not to care that they were even more immodestly dressed than I, in their tightly fitting clothes.
While we marched in, the boys entered at an opposite door. I watched for the three young braves who came
in our party. I spied them in the rear ranks, looking as uncomfortable as I felt.

A small bell was tapped, and each of the pupils drew a chair from under the table. Supposing this act
meant they were to be seated, I pulled out mine and at once slipped into it from one side. But when I turned
my head, I saw that I was the only one seated, and all the rest at our table remained standing. Just as I began
to rise, looking shyly around to see how chairs were to be used, a second bell was sounded. All were seated
at Jast, and I had to crawl

-187-

back into my chair again. I heard a man's voice at one end of the hall, and I looked around to see him. But
all the others hung their heads over their plates. As I glanced at the long chain of tables, I caught the eyes of
a paleface woman upon me. Immediately I dropped my eyes, wondering why I was so keenly watched by
the strange woman. The man ceased his mutterings, and then a third bell was tapped. Every one picked up
his knife and fork and began eating. I began crying instead, for by this time I was afraid to venture anything
more.

But this eating by formula was not the hardest trial in that first day. Late in the.morning, my friend
Judewin gave me a terrible warning. Judewin knew a few words of English, and she had overheard the
paleface woman talk about cutting our long, heavy hair. Our mothers had taught us that only unskilled
warriors who were captured had their hair shingled by the enemy. Among our people short hair was worn
by mourners, and shingled hair by cowards!

We discussed our fate some Ihoments, and when Judewin said, "We have to submit, because they are
strong," I rebelled.

~44~



"No, I will not submit! I will struggle first!" I answered.

I watched my chance, and when no one noticed I disappeared. I crept up the stairs as quietly as I could in
my squeaking shoes, -- my moccasins had been exchanged for shoes. Along the hall I passed, without
knowing whither I was going. Turning aside to an open door, I found a large room with three white beds in
it. The windows were covered with dark green curtains, which made the room very dim. Thankful that no

th T A % 7= 4, T o ~m.tha . - T 1 oL
—one-was-there; Fdireeted-my-steps-toward-the-comer-farthestfrom-the-deorOn-my-hands-and-knees-

crawled under the bed, and cuddled myself in the dark corner.

From my hiding place I peered out, shuddering with fear whenever I heard footsteps near by. Though in
the hall loud voices were calling my name, and I knew that even Judewin was searching for me, I did not
open my mouth to answer. Then the steps were quickened and the voices became excited. The sounds came
nearer and nearer. Women and girls entered the room. I held my breath, and watched them open closet
doors and peep behind large trunks. Some one threw up the curtains, and the room was filled with sudden
light. What caused them to stoop and look under the bed I do not know. I remember being dragged out,
though I resisted by kicking and scratching wildly. In spite of myself, I was carried downstairs and tied fast
in a chair.

I cried aloud, shaking my head all the while until I felt the cold blades of the scissors against my neck,
and heard them gnaw off one of my thick braids. Then I lost my spirit. Since the day I was taken from my
mother I had suffered extreme indignities. People had stared at me. I had been tossed about in the air like a
wooden puppet. And now my long hair was shingled like a coward's! In my anguish I moaned for my
mother, but no one came to comfort me. Not a soul reasoned quietly with me, as my own mother used to do;
for now I was only one of many little animals driven by a herder.
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IRON ROUTINE.

A loud-clamoring bell awakened us at half past six in the cold winter mornings. From happy dreams of
Western rolling lands and unlassoed freedom we tumbled out upon chilly bare floors back again into a
paleface day. We had short time to jump into our shoes and clothes, and wet our eyes with icy water, before
a small hand bell was vigorously rung for roll call.

There were too many drowsy children and too numerous orders for the day to waste a moment in any
apology to nature for giving her children such a shock in the early morning. We rushed downstairs,
bounding over two high steps at a time, to land in the assembly room. : :

A paleface woman, with a yellow-covered roll book open on her arm and a gnawed pencil in her hand,
appeared at the door. Her small, tired face was coldly lighted with a pair of large gray eyes.

She stood still in a halo of authority, while over the rim of her spectacles her eyes pried nervously about
the room. Having glanced at her long list of names and called out the first one, she tossed up her chin and
peered through the crystals of her spectacles to make sure of the answer "Here."

Relentlessly her pencil black-marked our daily records if we were not present to respond to our names,
and no chum of ours had done it successfully for us. No matter if a dull headache or the painful cough of
slow consumption had delayed the absentee, there was only time enough to mark the tardiness. It was next
to impossible to leave the iron routine after the civilizing machine had once begun its day's buzzing; and as
it was inbred in me to suffer in silence rather than to appeal to the ears of one whose open eyes could not
see my pain, I have many times trudged in the day's harness heavy-footed, like a dumb sick brute.

Once I lost a dear classmate. I remember well how she used to mope along at my side, until one morning
she could not raise her head from her pillow. At her deathbed I stood weeping, as the paleface woman sat
near her moistening the dry lips. Among the folds of the bedclothes I saw the open pages of the white man's
Bible. The dying Indian girl talked disconnectedly of Jesus the Christ and the paleface who was cooling her
swollen hands and feet

I grew bitter, and censured the woman for cruel neglect of our physical ills. I despised the pencils that
moved automatically, and the one teaspoon which dealt out, from a large bottle, healing to a row of
variously ailing Indian children. I blamed the hard-working, well-meaning, ignorant woman who was
inculcating in our hearts her superstitious ideas. Though I was sullen in all my little troubles, as soon as I
felt better I was ready again to smile upon the cruel woman. Within a week I was again actively testing the
chains which tightly bound my individuality like a mummy for burial.

The melancholy of those black days has left so long a shadow that it darkens the path of years that have
since gone by. These sad memories rise above those of smoothly grinding school days. Perhaps my Indian
nature is the moaning wind which stirs them now for their present record. But, however tempestuous this is
within me, it comes out as the low voice of a cunously colored sea-shell, Wthh is only for those ears that
are bent with compassion to hear it.
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777 7TINCURRING MY MOTHER'S DISPLEASURE. B T

In the second journey to the East I had not come without some precautions. I had a secret interview with
one of our best medicine men, and when I left his wigwam I carried securely in my sleeve a tiny bunch of
magic roots. This possession assured me of friends wherever I should go. So absolutely did I believe in its
charms that I wore it through all the school routine for more than a year. Then, before I lost my faith in the -
dead'roots, I lost the little buckskin bag containing all my good luck. -

At the close of this second term of three years I was the proud owner of my first diploma. The following
autumn I ventured upon a college career against my mother's will.

I had written for her approval, but in her reply I found no encouragement. She called my notice to her
neighbors' children, who had completed their education in three years. They had
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returned to their homes, and were then talking English with the frontier settlers. Her few words hinted that I
had better give up my slow attempt to learn the white man's ways, and be content to roam over the prairies
and find my living upon wild roots. I silenced her by deliberate disobedience.

Thus, homeless and heavy-hearted, I began anew my life among strangers.

As I hid myself in my little room in the éollege dormitory, away from the scornful and yet curious eyes of
the students, I pined for sympathy. Often I wept in secret, wishing I had gone West, to be nourished by my
mother's love, instead of remaining among a cold race whose hearts were frozen hard with prejudice.

During the fall and winter seasons I scarcely had a real friend, thdugh by that time several of my
classmates were courteous to me at a safe distance.

My mother had not yet forgiven my rudeness to her, and I had no moment for letter-writing. By daylight
and lamplight, I spun with reeds and thistles, until my hands were tired from their weaving, the magic
design which promised me the white man's respect.

At length, in the spring term, I entered an oratorical contest among the various classes. As the day of
competition approached, it did not seem possible that the event was so near at hand, but it came. In the
chapel the classes assembled together, with their invited guests. The high platform was carpeted, and gayly

festooned with college colors. A bright white light illumined the room, and outlined clearly the great. = = -

polished beams that arched the domed ceiling. The assembled crowds filled the air with pulsating murmurs.
When the hour for speaking arrived all were hushed. But on the wall the old clock which pointed out the
trying moment ticked calmly on. '

One after another I saw and heard the orators. Still, I could not realize that they longed for the favorable
decision of the judges as much as I did. Each contestant received a loud burst of applause, and some were
cheered heartily. Too soon my turn came, and I paused a moment behind the curtains for a deep breath.
After my concluding words, I heard the same applause that the others had called out.
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Upon my retreating steps, I was astounded to receive from my fellow students a large bouquet of roses
tied with flowing ribbons. With the lovely flowers I fled from the stage. This friendly token was a rebuke to
me for the hard feelings I had borne them.

Later, the decision of the judges awarded me the first place. Then there was a mad uproar in the hall,
where my classmates sang and shouted my name at the top of their lungs; and the disappointed students
howled and brayed in fearfully dissonant tin trumpets. In this excitement, happy students rushed forward to
~offer their congratulations. And I could not conceal a smile when they wished to escort me in a procession
to the students' parlor, where all were going to calm themselves. Thanking them for the kind spirit which
prompted them to make such a proposition, I walked alone with the night to my own little room.

A few weeks afterward, I appeared as the college representative in another contest. This time the
competition was among orators from different colleges in our state. It was held at the state capital, in one of
the largest opera houses.

Here again was a strong prejudice against my people. In the evening, as the great audience filled the
house, the student bodies began warring among themselves. Fortunately, I was spared witnessing any of the
noisy wrangling before the contest began. The slurs against the Indian that stained the lips of our opponents
were already burning like a dry fever within my breast.

But after the orations were delivered a deeper burn awaited me. There,
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before that vast ocean of eyes, some college rowdies threw out a large white flag, with a drawing of a most
forlorn Indian girl on it. Under this they had printed in bold black letters words that ridiculed the college
which was represented by a "squaw." Such worse than barbarian rudeness embittered me. While we waited
for the verdict of the judges, I gleamed fiercely upon the throngs of palefaces. My teeth were hard set, as I
saw the white flag still floating insolently in the air.

Then anxiously we watched the man carry toward the stage the envelope containing the final decision.
There were two prizes given, that night, and one of them was mine!

The evil spmt laughed within me when the white ﬂag dropped out of sight, and the hands which furled it
hung limp in defeat.

Leaving the crowd as quickly as possible, I was soon in my room. The rest of the night I sat in an
armchair and gazed into the crackling fire. I laughed no more in triumph when thus alone. The little taste of
victory did not satisfy a hunger in my heart. In my mind I saw my mother far away on the Western plains,
and she was holding a charge against me.

Zitkala-Sa..
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considerations and principles which en;_@rﬁo them belong
to the unchangeable, or unchanging; orgli'ér of things, re-
. .naining the same, in cause ar;;d"/éffectf,r”from age to age.
They belong, as it were, to thé Order,6f Nature, of whose

to found, support, and increase, as well in peace as in war,
the sea power ofg country.” In the matter of particular
battles, wh_i«l'e/free;ly admitting that the change of details
has madé obsolt;t'é much of their teaching, the attempt will

-

STability o much 15 heard 16 OUr dayy WHereas Factics, ising
as its instruments the weapons made by man, shares in the

- ¢ «
change and progress.of the race from generation to genera- /

tion. From time tortime the sup’erstructure’ of tactics has to
be altered or wholly torn doyi‘n; but the old foundationg 6f
strategy so faf remain, as though laid upon a rock. There
will next be examined the general history of Bugdpe and
Afmerica, with particulaT reference to the effeef exercised

sea power in its brgﬁd sense. From time £0 time, as occa-
sion offers, the aim’ will be to recall and reinforce the gen,
“eral teaching, algéady elicited, by /particular illustratiolxl_lé/.l
The general tengr of the study wil theréfore be strategical,
in that broad definition of nay,efl strategy which has before

been quoted and accepted: YNaval strategy has for/its end

upon that history, angl'fupon the welfare og,tﬁé people, by //,

be made to pfo’fnt out where the application or neglect of
tiue genera /principles has produced decisive effects; and,

~" other thipgs being equal, those actions will be preferred

which, from their association with the names of the most
distinguished officers, may be presumed to show how far

j e
o

tween ancient and modern wegpGns appear {a the surface,
to derive such probable lf;s ns as they offer, without lay-
ing undue stress upon th€ points of resegdblance. Finally, it
must be remembered that, among all £hanges, the nature
of man remaing~much the same; tHe personal equation,
though uncegtdin in quantity and q/uality in the particular
instance, iss/uie always to be fouA{d.

Questions

merces

1. According to Mahag¢how could an enemy cripp}s American trade and com-

e this country’s geographic isolzftion from other powerful nations
trength and a weakness?

3. In general, what is Mahan’s view of history?

21-2  America in the World’s Future (1886)

Josiah Strong

The interests of the Reverend Josiah Strong ranged from the cities (see Document 19-3)

to foreign policy. In this excerpt from Our Country, Strong blends religion with a sense
of Anglo-Saxon superiority to portray America’s coming greatness. Like other ob-
servers of his time, Strong invoked Social Darwinism. He was not alone in arguing that
nations, too, evolve through a process of natural selection. Others making that case in-
cluded Brooks Adams and John Fiske (see text p. 680).

Source: Josiah Strong, Our Country (1886; reprint, ed. Jurgen Herbst, Cambridge, Mass.: Har-
vard University Press, 1963), 210, 212-216.

M. Darwin is not only disposed to see, in the superior
vigor of our people, an illustration of his favorite theory of
natural selection, but even intimates that the world’s his-
tory thus far has been simply preparatory for our future,
and tributary to it. He says: “There is apparently much
truth in the belief that the wonderful progress of the

Jnited States, as well as the character of the people, are the
" results of natural selection; for the most energetic, restless,
and courageous men from all parts of Europe have emi-

~ grated during the last ten or twelve generations to that

great country, and have there succeeded best. Looking at
the distant future, I do not think that the Rev. Mr. Zincke
takes an exaggerated view when he says: ‘All other series
of events—as that which resulted in the culture of mind in
Greece, and that which resulted in the Empire of Rome—
only appear to have purpose and value when viewed in
connection with, or rather as subsidiary to, the great
stream of Anglo-Saxon emigration to the West.’”
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Again, another marked characteristic of the Anglo-
Saxon is what may be called an instinct or genius for colo-

" nizing. His unequaled energy, his indomitable persever-
‘ance, and his personal independence, made him a pioneer.

worlds. The unoccupied arable lands of the earth are lim-
ited, and will soon be taken. The time is coming when the
pressure of population on the means of subsistence will be

felt here as it is now felt in Europe-and-Asia-Then-will the- ~——

,_=I:Ia_cxr_:@!s‘alLe?hersfm:pﬁs}iiﬁg' his"Way it iew countries.
It was those in whom this tendency was strongest that
came to America, and this inherited tendency has been fur-
ther developed by the westward sweep of successive gener-
ations across the continent. So noticeable has this charac-
teristic become that English visitors remark it. Charles
Dickens once said that the typical American would hesitate
to enter heaven unless assured that he could go farther
west,

Again, nothing more manifestly distinguished the
Anglo-Saxon than his intense and persistent energy, and he
is developing in the United States an energy which, in eager
activity and effectiveness, is peculiarly American.

This is due partly to the fact that Americans are much
better fed than Buropeans, and partly to the undeveloped
resources of a new country, but more largely to our cli-
mate, which acts as a constant stimulus, Ten years after the
landing of the Pilgrirns, the Rev. Francis Higginson, a good
observer, wrote: “A sup of New England air is better than
a whole flagon of English ale.” Thus early had the stimu-
lating effect of our climate been noted. Moreover, our so-
cial institutions are stimulating, In Europe the various
ranks of society are, like the strata of the earth, fixed and
ssilized. There can be no great change without a terrible

.. pheaval, a social earthquake, Here society is like the wa-
ters of the sea, mobile . . . that which is at the bottom to-
day may one day flash on the crest of the highest wave.
Every one is free to become whatever he can make of him-
self; free to transform himself from a rail-splitter or a tan-
ner or a canal-boy, into the nation’s President. Our aristoc-
racy, unlike that of Europe, is open to all comers. Wealth,
position, influence, are prizes offered for energy; and every
farmer’s boy, every apprentice and cletk, every friendless
and penniless immigrant, is free to enter the list. Thus
many causes co-operate to produce here the most forceful
and tremendous energy in the world,

What is the significance of such facts? These tenden-
cies infold the future; they are the mighty alphabet with
which God writes his prophecies. May we not, by a careful
laying together of the letters, spell out something of his
meaning? It seems to me that God, with infinite wisdom
and skill, is training the Anglo-Saxon race for an hour sure
to come in the world’s future, Heretofore there has always
been in the history of the world a comparatively unoccu-
pied land westward, into which the crowded countries of
the East have poured their surplus populations, But the
widening widves of migration, which millennjums ago
rolled east and west from the valley of the Euphrates,!
meet to-day on our Pacific coast. There are no more new

YValley of the Eupbrates: Mesopotamia, between the Euphrates and
Tigris Rivers, was an area of ancient settlement,

world enter upon a new stage of its history—the final com-
betition of races, for which the Anglo-Saxon is being
schooled. Long before the thousand millions are here, the
mighty centrifugal tendency, inherent in this stock and
strengthened in the United States, will assert itself. Then
the race of unequaled energy, with all the majesty of num-
bers and the might of wealth behind it—the representative,
let us hope, of the largest liberty, the purest Christianity,
the highest civilization—having developed peculiarly ag-
gressive traits calculated to Impress its institutions upon
mankind, will spread itself over the earth. If I read not
amiss, this powerful race will move down upon Mexico,
down upon Central and South America, out upon the is-
lands of the sea, over upon Africa and beyond. And can
any one doubt that the result of this competition of races
will be the “survival of the fittest”? “Any people,” says Dr.
Bushnell,2 “that is physiologically advanced in culture,
though it be only in a degree beyond another which is min-
gled with it on strictly equal terms, is sure to live down and
finally live out its inferior. Nothing can save the inferior
race but a ready and pliant assimilation, Whether the fee-
bler and more abject races are going to be regenerated and
raised up, is already very much of a question, What if it
should be God’s plan to people the world with better and
finer material?

“Certain it is, whatever expectations we may indulge,
that there is a tremendous overbearing surge of power in
the Christian nations, which, if the others are not speedily
raised to some vastly higher capacity, will inevitably sub-
merge and bury them forever, These great populations of
Christendom—what are they doing, but throwing out
their colonies on every side, and populating themselves, if
I may so speak, into the possession of all countries and
climes?” To this result no war of extermination is needful;
the contest is not one of arms, but of vitality and of civi-
lization. “At the present day,” says Mr. Darwin, “civilized
nations are everywhere supplanting barbarous nations,
excépting where the climate opposes a deadly barrier; and
they succeed mainly, though not exclusively, through their
arts, which are the products of the intellect.” Thus the
Finns were supplanted by the Aryan races in Europe and
Asia, the Tartars by the Russians, and thus the aborigines
of North America, Australia and New Zealand are now
disappearing before the all-conquering Anglo-Saxons. It
seems as if these inferior tribes were only precursors of a
superior race, voices in the wilderness crying: “Prepare ye
the way of the Lord!” The savage is a hunter; by the in-
coming of civilization the game is driven away and disap-
pears before the hunter becomes a herder or an agricul-

2Dr. Horace Bushnell (1802-1876) was a Congregational minister
and theologian.
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turist. The savage is ignorant of many diseases of civiliza-
tion which, when he is exposed to them, attack him be-
fore he learns how to treat them. Civilization also has its
vices, of which the uninitiated savage is innocent. He

tion of the dark problem of heathenism among many infe-
rior peoples. o

Some of the stronger races, doubtless, may be able to
preserve their integrity; but, in order to compete with the

i

proves 4an apt leatner ot vice, buf dull enough in the

school of morals.
Every civilization has its destructive and preservative

 elements. The Anglo-Saxon race would speedily decay but

for the salt of Christianity. Bring savages into contact with
our civilization, and its destructive forces become opera-
tive at once, while years are necessary to render effective
the saving influences of Christian instruction. Moreover,
the pioneer wave of our civilization carries with it more
scum than salt, Where there is one missionary, there are
hundreds of miners or traders or adventurers ready to de-
bauch the native.

Whether the extinction of inferior races before the ad-
vancing Anglo-Saxon seems to the reader sad or other-
wise, it certainly appears probable. I know of nothing ex-
cept climatic conditions to prevent this race from
populating Africa as it has peopled North America. And
those portions of Africa which are unfavorable to Anglo-
Saxon life are less extensive than was once supposed. The
Dutch Boers, after two centuries of life there, are as hardy
as any race on.earth. The Anglo-Saxon has established
himself in climates totally diverse—Canada, South Africa,
and India—and, through several generations, has pre-

- erved his essential race characteristics. He is not, of

-course, superior to climatic influences; but even in warm
climates, he is likely to retain his aggressive vigor long
enough to supplant races already enfeebled. Thus, in what
Dr. Bushnell calls “the out-populating power of the Chris-
tian stock,” may be found God’s final and complete solu-

Anglo-Saxon, they will probably be forced to adopt his
methods and instruments, his civilization and his religion.
Significant movements are now in progress among them.
While the Christian religion was never more vital, or its
hold upon the Anglo-Saxon mind stronger, there is taking
place among the nations a widespread intellectual revolt
against traditional beliefs. “In every corner of the world,”
says Mr. Froude,? “there is the same phenomenon of the
decay of established religions. . . . Among the Moham-
medans, Jews, Buddhists, Brahmins, traditionary creeds
are losing their hold. An intellectual revolution is sweep-
ing over the world, breaking down established opinions,

dissolving foundations on which historical faiths have

been built up.” The contact of Christian with heathen na-
tions is awakening the latter to new life. Old superstitions
are loosening their grasp. The dead crust of fossil faiths is
being shattered by the movements of life underneath. In
Catholic countries, Catholicism is losing its influence over
educated minds, and in some cases the masses have al-
ready lost all faith in it. Thus, while on this continent God
is training the Anglo-Saxon race for its mission, a comple-
mental work has been in progress in the great world be-
yond. God has two hands. Not only is he preparing in our
civilization the die with which to stamp the nations, but,
by what Southey* called the “timing of Providence,” he is
preparing mankind to receive our impress.

3James A. Froude (1818-1894) was an English historian.
“Robert Southey (1774-1843) was an English author,

Questions

1. How would you characterize Strong’s version of Social Darwinism?
2. What kind of Christianity is he talking about?
*3. What does Strong predict about the fate of peoples that encounter the United

States as it expands?
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Nationalism Fuels

Pursuit of Empire

In the late nineteenth century, patriotic
songs by composers stich as John
Philip Sousa reinforced Arericans’
widespread belief in the national
superiority of the United States. How
did nationalism contribute to the rise
of American imperialism?

3 R

Economic gain

» Industiialists want raw materials for
fritlustries in thelr home countries,

* Entreprenayrs want ta sell their goods

.and invest o new overseas marksts,

. 9‘«\ ‘QQN\(),Q; nerialists Believe in National Superiority Imperialists around

“used ideas of racial, national, and cultural superiority to justify imperjy),

£ One of these ideas was Social Darwinism, the beliefthat life consists of sop,

, petitive struggles in which only thie fittost survive. Social Darwinists felt thyy
certain nations and races were superior {o otlers and thevefore were desting
to rule over inferior peoples anid eultures. Prominent Americans worried thagie |-

TS Uidited States Temained isolated while furopean nations. gobbled D e

rest of the world, America would not survive.

One reason that these Americans embraced Social Darwinism wag that they
had longbelieved that God had granted them the right and res ponsibility to s,
tle the frontier. They spoke of America’s “Manifest Destiny” to expand all the
way to the Pacific Ocean. In a best-selling work titled Our Country, dJosigh
Strong picked up on this theme. A religious missionary, Strong argued fhg
Americans had aresponsibility to spread their Western values. “God is training
the Anglo-Saxon race,” he asserted, “for its mission [to civilize] weaker races
American missionaries who shared Strdng’s belief Jjourneyed to foreign landst,
gain converts to Christianity.

In “The Significance of the American Frontier” historian Frederick J. Turner
noled that the fronkier had been closed by gradual settlement in the nineteenty
century. Throughout American history, he continued, the frontier had traditjon.
elly supplied an arena where ambitious Americans could pursue their fortunes
and sectire a fresh start. It had thus served as a “safety valve,” siphoning off
potential discontent. Now that America had spanned the continent, advocates of
Turner’s thesis urged overseas expansion as a way to keep the “safety valve” open
and avoid internal conflict.

&/ Checkpoint What factors influenced Americans to play a more active
role in the world?

America’s First Steps Toward World Power

Beginning in the mid-1800s, with little fanfare, America focused more and
more on expanding its trade and acquiring new territories, One of America’s
first moves toward world power came before the Civil War,

U.S. Power Grows in the Pacific In 1853, Commodore Matthew Perry
sailed a fleet of American warships into present-day Tokyo Bay, Japan, Prior
to Perry’s arrival, Japan had denied the rest of the world access to its ports.
In fact, because most Japanese people had never seen steamships befors,
they thought Perry’s fleet were “giant dragons pufiing smoke.” Perry cleverly
won the Japanese emperor’s favor by showering him with lavish gifts. Japa-
nese leaders also realized that by closing off their nation to the outside
world, they had fallen behind in military technology. Within a year, Perty
negotiated a treaty that opened Japan to trade with America.
: Perry’s journey set a precedent for further expansion across the
Pacific Ocean. In 1867, the United States took possession of the
Midway Islands. Treaties in 1875 and 1887 increased trade with
the Hawaiian Islands and gave the United States the right to
build a naval base at Pear] Harbor.

I Study

Milftarism Colonial powers seek bases for naval forces
* | that protect their global trade networks.:
Nationalism | Infiperiatists feel 3 moral duty to spread their
and Sacial cultufé td péoples they eansider inferior.
Darwinism
An Emerging World Power




Rudyard Kipling, The White Man's Burden (1899)-
Born in British India in 1865, Rudyard Kipling was educated in England before returning to India in 1882,
Whete his father was a museum divector and authority on Indian arts and crafts. Thus Kipling was

e e e g hly i sed in Indicar culture: by 1890 e had-published-imEnglish ubowt 80 stores aril-ballads

previously unknown outside India. As a result of financial misfortune, from 1 892-96 he and his wife, the
daughter of an American publisher, lived in Vermont, where he wrote the two Jungle Books. After
returning to England, he published "The White Man's Burden" in 1899, an appeal to the United States to

'y assume the task of developing the Philippines, recently won'in the Spanish-American War, As a writer,
Kipling perhaps lived too long: by the time of his death in' 1936, he had come to be reviled as the poet of
British imperialisim, though being regarded as a beloved children's book author. Today he might yet gain
appreciation as a transmitter of Indian culture o the West.

What is it today's reader finds so repugnant about Kipling's poem? If you were a
citizen of a colonized territory, how would you respond to Kipling?

“Take up the White Man's burden-- The ports ye shall not enter,

Send forth the best ye breed--
Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need;

To wait in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild--

Y our new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden—
In patience to abide,

~ To veil the threat of terror

And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plain
To seek another's profit,

And work another's gain.

Take np the White Man's burden--
The savage wars of peace--

Fill full the mouth of Famine
And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest
The end for others sought,

Watch sloth and heathen Folly
Bring all your hopes to nought.

Take up the White Man's burden--
No tawdry rule of kings,

But toil of serf and sweeper--

The tale of common things.

(1) Cloak, cover.

The roads ye shall not tread,
Go mark them with your living,
And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man's burden--
And reap his old reward:
The blame of those ye better,

The hate of those ye guard--
The cry of hosts ye humour

(AN, slowly!) toward the light:--
"Why brought he us from bondage,
Our loved Egyptian night?"

Take up the White Man's burden--
Ye dare not stoop to less--

Nor call too loud on Freedom

To cloke (1) your weariness;

By all ye cry or whisper,

By all ye leave or do,

The silent, sullen peoples

. Shall weigh your gods and you.

Take up the White Man's burden--
Have done with childish days—-
The lightly proferred laurel, (2)
The easy, ungrudged praise.

Comes now, to search your manhood

Through all the thankless years

Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,
The judgment of your peers!

(2) Since the days of Classical Greece, a laurel wreath has been a symbolic victory prize.

Response paper due Friday. Also you must answer the questions above in bold.
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3. McKinley Submits a War Message (1898)

Despite the belated concessions of Spain, McKinley seat his war message to-
Congress on April 1], 1898. His ncrves were giving way under the constant clamor
for war; bis beart went out to the mistreated Cubans. {He had anonymously con-
tributed $5000 for their relicf,) He 1ealized that Spain's offer of an armistice, at

the discretion of her commander, did not guarantee peace. The rebels had to agree
on terms; and Spain had shown a talent for breuking promises and prolracting nego-
—tations. Further delay-would only-worsea-the: {crﬁb’u—condﬁionsf‘A‘nmﬂg ‘the reasons
that McKinley here gives Congress for intervention, which ones are the soundest and
which the weakest? Was there danger in intervening for humanitarian reasons?

The grounds for such intervention may be briefly summarized as follows:

First. In the cause of humanity and to put an end to the barbarities,
bloodshed, starvation, and horrible miseries now: existing there, and which-
the parties to the conflict-aré éither unable or unwilling to stop or mitigate:
It is' no answer to say this is all in another country, belonging to another
nation, and is therefore none of our business. It is specially our duty, for
it is right at our door,

Second, We owe it to our citizens in Cuba to afford them that protection
and indemnity for Life and property which no government there can or
will afford, and to that end to terminate the conditions that deprive them
of legal protection,

Third. The right to intervene may be justified by the very serious injury
to the commerce, trade, and business of our people and by the wanton
destruction of property and devastation of the island.

Fourth, and which is of the utmost importance. The present condxhon -
of affairs in Cuba is a constant menace to our peace; and entails ‘upon ﬂlIS“"
government an enormnous expense. With such a conflict ~waggd for years in.
an island so near us and with which our people have sach’ trade and’
business relations; when. the lives and liberty of our citizens are in constant
danger and their property destroyed and themselves ruined; where our
trading vessels are liable to seizure and are seized at our very door by
warships of & fofeign nation; the expeditions of Blibustering [freebootmg]
that we’are powerless to prevent altogether, and the irritating guestions
‘and entanglements thus arising—all these and others-that I need not men-
tion, with the resulting strained relations, afe a constant Theraca o our
peace and compel us to keep on a semi-war footmg with a nation with
which we are at peace.

These elements of danger and disorder already pointed out have been
strikingly illustrated by a tragic event which has deeply and justly moved
the American people. I have already transmitted to Congress the report of
the Naval Court of Inquiry on the destruction of the battleship AMaine in
the harbor of Havana during the night of the 15th of February. The destruc-
tion of that noble vessel has flled the national heart with inexpressible
horror, Two hundred ard Bfty-eight brave sailors and marines and two
officers of our Navy, reposing in the fancied security of a friendly harbor,
have been hurled to death, [and] grief and want brought to their homes
and sarrow to the nation. '

The Naval Court of Inquiry, which, it is néedless to say, commands the
unqualified confidence of the government, was unanimous in its conclusion
that the destruction of the Muaine was cansed by an exterior ('\]J]()Slﬂﬂ-—”)d'

v
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- of a submarine mine.® 1t did not assume to plice the responsibility, That
remains-to e fixed oo :
In any event, the déstruction of the Maine, by whatever exterior cause,
is a patent and impressive proof of a state of thinigs in Cuba that is intoler-
- ---ables That-condition -is thus shown to be-such- that-the: Spanish-government -~
cannot assure safcty and security to a vessel of the American. Navy in the
harbor of Havana on ' mission of peace, and rightfully there. , . .

. m——te

[McKinley here refers to- the oﬁér by the Spanish minister to arbitrate the
Maine, and simply adds, “To this 1 have made no reply.”]

1

—Thelong trial has proved that the object for which Spain bas waged the
war cannot be attained, The Bre of insurrection may flame or may smolder__.
with varying seasons, but it has’ not-beenand-it-is-plain—that it-canmot-be;—
extinguished by present methods. The only hope of relief and repose from
a condition which can no longer be endured is the enforced pacification of
Cuba. In the name of humanity, in the name of civilization, in behalf of
endangered American interests which give us the right and the duty to
speak and to act, the'war in Cuba must stop. ... .

The issue is now with the Congress. Itds a solemn responsibility. I have
exhausted every effort to. relieve the intolerable condition of affairs which
is at our doors. Prepared to execute every obligation imposed upon me by
the Constitution and the Jaw, T await your action.

Yesterdar, and since the preparation of the foregoing message, officials
information was received by me that the latest decree of the Queen Regént
of Spain directs General Blanco, in order to prepare and facilitate peace,
to proclaim a suspension of hostilities, the duration- and details of which
have not yet beén communicated to me.

This fact, with every other pertinent consideration, will, I am sure; have
your just and careful attention in the solemn deliberations upon which you
are about-to enter. If this measure attains a successful result, then our
aspirations 4s a Christian, peace-loving people will be realized. If it fails,
it will be only another justification for our contemplated action,

-

“ o=

® Assuming that the outside-explosion theory is correct—and it has been seriously chnilc‘ngcd
—the Maine might have been blown up by Cuban insurgents secking 3¢ involve the Uhited

States in the war. __ .
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1. Mclﬁmjey rrays tor Guidance (159& )

What to do thh the conqu:rcd Phlhppmcs’ At first McKinley considered takmg .
only a foothold at Manila, on the main island of Luzon. But this would be rendered .
militasily untenable if the remaining islands should fall into the hands of an un-

. friendly power, possibly Germany. The decision then lay between all or nothing.
To hand back the islands to Spain was unthinksble. After fighting a war to free:.
Cuba from Spanish misrule, America could hardly retum the Filipinos, who . had
likewise risen in Tevolt, to Spanish mismle. To cut them completely loose might
result in a mad scramble among the powers that would touch off a world war into™"

< e e o= bl Amieried shight be drawn: MieKiney had to make thie decision while badly upset " -

by the murder of his brother-inaw at the hands of a betrayed woman. He. later
told a group of fellow Mcthodists how he sought divine guidance, presumably late
in October, 1898. How sound is McKinley's reasoning? Are there elements of racism

in his thinking?

VWhen next I realized that the Philippines had dropped into our laps, 1
confess I did not know what to do with them. I sought-counsel from all
sides—Demaocrats as’ well as Republicans—but got little help. I thought first

- we would take only Manila; then Luzon; then other islands, perhaps also.

I walked the floor of the White House night after night until midnight;
and I am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that I went down on my
knees and prayed Almighty God for light and guidance more than one
night. And one night late it came to me this way—l dont know how it was,

but it came:

(1) That we could not give them back to Spam—-that would be cowardly
and dishonorable;

(2) That we could not turn them over to France or Germany, our com-
mercial rivals in the Orient—that would be bad business and dis-
credxtable i

(3) That we could not leave them to themselves—-the)r were unfit for
self-government, and they would soon have anarchy and misrule
worse-than-Spain’s-was; and R

(4) That there was nothing left for us to do but to take them all, and
to educate the Filipinos, and uplift and civilize and Christianize them
and by God’s grace do the very best we could by‘ them as our
fellow men, for whom Ghrist also dxed

——And-then I went to bed and went to sleep, and slept soundly, and the
next morning I sent for the chief engineer’of the War Department (our
map-maker), and I told him to put the Philippines on the map of the United
States (pointing to a large map on the wall of his ofﬂce) and there they'_ s
—arsnd there they will stay while I am President] T \

¥

L. This document is a report of an interview with McKinley at the White House, November
21, 1899, written by one of the interviewers and confirmed by others present. Published in
Th Christian Advocate~Jan=227-1903,~its - here- reprinted from_C,_S._Oleott, The Life of

William McKinley (1916), 11, 110-11,
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3 9 _IMPERIALISM VS. DEMOGRACY

from William Jennings Bryan, Speech at the Indianapolis Democratic Convention, August 8, 1900

“

Imperialism

who enter upon a defense of imperialism are:

First-That we must imprdve the present op--
portunity to become a world power and enter
into international politics.

Second=That our commercial jriterests in the
Philippine Islands and in the Orient make it
necessary for us to hold the islands permanently.

Third—That the spread of the Christian re-
ligion will be facilitated by a colonial policy.

Fourth~That there is no honorable retreat
from the. position which the nation has taken.

The first argument §s addrest to the nation’s

pride and the second to the mation’s pocket-
book. The third is intended for the church mem-

ber and the fourth for the partizan,

It is sufficient answer to the first argument to
say that for more than a century this pation has
been a world power. For ten decades it has been
the most potent influence in the world. Not only
has it been a world power, but it has done more
to shape the politics of the human race than all
the other nations of the world combined. Because
our Declaration of Independence was promul-
gated_others have been promulgated. Because the
patriots of 1776 fought for liberty others have
fought for it. Because owr Constitution was
adopted other constitutions have been adopted.

The growth of the principle of self-government
planted on American soil, has been the over-
shadewing politieal fact of the nineleenth century.
It has mode this nation consplewous among the

* nations and given it a place i history such as

no other mation has ever enjoyed, Nothing hos
bieen able to chieck e onward wareh of thix idea.~
I am not willing that this nation shall cast aside
the omnipotent weapon of truth to seize again the
weapons of physical warfare. I would not ex-
change the glory of this Republic for the glory of
all the empires-that have risen and fallen since
time began.

ere It is not necessary to own people in_ order to

trade with them. We carry on trade today with
every part of the world, and our commerce has
expanded more rupidly than the commerce of any
Enropean empire, We do not own Japan or China,
but we trade with their people: We have not ab-

»

P e e s 2 e e -—~—~-—-~-~-~---~~-o--Hsorbed{harepub'lics--obecntmlvandeouth Amepjr —— ——  ———
The principal drguments . . . advanced by those

ca but wé trade with them. It has not been neces.
sary to have any political connection with Canada
or the nations of Europe in order to trade with

-them. Trade cannot be permanently profitable

unless it is voluntary.

When trade is secured by force, -the cost of
securing it and retaining it must be taken out of
the profits, and the profits are never large enough

;to cover the expense. Such a system would never

be defended but for the fact-that the expense is
borue by all the people, while the profits are
enjoyed by a few.

Imperialism would be profitable to the army
contractors; it would be profitable to the ship
owners, who would carry live-soldiers to the Phil-
ippines and bring dead soldiers back; it would
be prefitable to those who would seize upon the
franchises, and it would be profitable to the
officials whose salaries would be fixt here and paid

over ‘there; but to the. farmeér, to the laboring-

man and to the vast majority of those engaged

in other occupations it would bring expenditre

without return and risk without reward.
Farmers and laboring men have, as a rule,

small incomes and under systems which place

the fax upon consumption pay much more than
their fair share of the expenses of government.
Thus the very people who receive least bencfit
from imperialismn will be injufed most by the mil-
itary burdens which accompany it.

In addition to the evils which he and the farmer
share in common, the laboring man will be the
first to suffer if oriental subjects seek work in
the United States; the fitst to suffer if American
capital leaves our shores to employ oriental Inbor
in the Philippines to supply. the trade of China
and Japan; the first” to suffer from the violence
which the military spirit arouses and the first to
suffer when' the methods of imperialism are ap-
plied to.our own Government, . )

It is not strange, therefore, that the labor or-
ganizations have been quick to note the approach
of thése dangers ahd prompt to protest against
both militarism and imperiakism,

The pecuniary argument, the more effective
with certain classes, is not likely to be used 50
aften or presented with 50 much enthugiasm ¢
the religious argument. If what has been term
the. “gunpowder gospel” were urged against the
Filipinos only it would be a sufficient answer 1
say that a majority of the Filipinos areinow mem-
bers of one branch of the Christian church; but
the principle involved is one of much wider appi-
cation and challenges serious consideration.
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»-# If true Christianity consists in carrying out

JE U

in our daily lives the teachings of Christ, who
will say that we are commanded to civilize with
dvnamite and proselyte with the sword? He who
would declare the divine will must prove his
autharity either by Holy Writ or by evidence of a
special dispensation.

ey« - L2t it be known that our-missionaries-arg—~ —-- - - ~.best-he may to-the fulflment-of that missioi= = - T

seeking souls instead of sovereignty; let it be

known that instead of being the advance guard of '

conquering armies, they are going forth to help
and uplift, having their loins girt about with truth
and their. feet shod with the preparation of the

" gospel of peace, wearing the bréastplate of right-

eousness and. -carrying the sword of the spirit;
let it be knawn that they are citizens of a nation
which respects the rights of the citizens of other
nations as carefully as it protects the rights of
its own citizens, and the welcome given to our
missionaries will be more cordial than the wel-
come extended to. the missionaries of any other
nation.

The argument made by some that it was no-
fortunate for the natian that it had anything t
do with the Philippine Islands, but that the naval
victory at Manila made the permanent acquisition
of those islands necessary, is also unsound. We
won a naval victory at Santiago, but that did not
compel us to hold Cuba,

- -« = » For three-
quarters of a eentury the Monroe doctrine hag
been a shield to neighboring republics and yet it
has imposed no pecuniary burden upon us, ‘Alter
the Filipinos had aided vs in the war against
Spain, we could not honorably: tirn thém over to
their former masters; we ‘could npt leave them to
be the viotims of the ambitious designs of Euro-
pean nations, and since we do not desire to make
them a part.of us or fo hold them as subjects, we
propose the oly alternative, namely, to give them
independence aud puard them against molesta-
tion from without,

When our opponents are unable to defend their
position by argument they fall back-upon the as-
sertion that it is destiny, and insist that we must
submit to it, no matter how much it violates our
moral precépts and our principles of government.
This is a complacent philosaphiy, It obliterates
the distiniction between right -and wrong and
makes individuals and nations ihé helpless vie-
tims of clicumstance.

Destiny is the subterfuge of the Invertebrate,
who, lacking the courage to oppose errar, setks
sorne plansible exeuse for supporting it. Wash-
ington said that the destiny of the republican

form of government was deeply, if not’ finally,

staked on the experiment entrusted to the Ameri-
can people. How different Washington's defini-
tion of destiny from the Republican definition!

The Republicans say that this nation fs in the
hands. of destiny; Wishington believed that not
only the destiny 6f our own nation but the destiny.
of the republican form of government throughout
the world' was. ehtrusted to American bands, Im-

measurable responsibilityl The destiny of this -

© republic is in the bands of its own people, and

upon-the success of the experiment here rests

\

the hope of humanity. No extédor force cun dis-
turb this republic, and no fergign influence should
be penmitted to change its course, What the future
has it §tore for this nation no ong has. authority
to declare, but each individual has hig own idéa
of the nation’s mission, and he owes it to his
country as well as to himself to contribute ag

- » I can conceive of a national destiny .sur-
passing the glories of the present and the past—
a destiny which meets the responsibilities of to-

day and measures up fo the. possibilities of the
future. Behold a republic, resting securely upon
the foundation stones guarried by revolutionary
patriots from the mountain of eternal truth—a
republic applying in practise and proclaiming to
the world the self-evident propositions that all
men are created equaly that they are endowed by
their- Creator with inalienable rights; that gov-
emments are instituted among men to secure
these rights, and that governments derive their
just powers from the consent of Hie governed.
Behold a republic in which civil and’ religious
‘liberty stimulate all to earnest endeavar and in
which the law restrains every hand uplifted for a
neighbor’s injury—a republic in which very citi-
Zen s a sovereign, but i which no one cares or
dares to"wear a crown. Behold a republic standing

erect while empires all around dre bowed' e,

néath the weight of their own armamentfs e~
public whose flag is Joved while other flags are
only feared. Behold a republic Inreasing in pop-
ulation, in wealth, in strength and iy influence
solving the problems of Zivilization and hasten.
ing the coming of an universal brotherhb‘od-a
republic which shakes thrones and dissolves aris.
tocracies by its sllent example and’ ‘gives Tight
and inspiration to those wha sit in darkness. Be.
hold a republic gradually but surely becomihyg the
supreme moral faclor in the world’s progress and
the accepted arbiter of the world's disputés—
republic whose history, Ll the path .of the jost,
“Is as the shining light that shineth mare and
more unto the perfect day.” .
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The Spanish Awerican War: Crucible of Bwpire

Background: Roosevelt charging up Kettle Hill, the Rough Riders and the sinking of 7he Maine- -
these are what wany people comwionly know about the United States” 1898 war with Spain,
What they way nof vewewmber i that this was the war that woved the United States to eenter
stage as a world power.

Wadich the following excerpt and take notes on the below prowpts.

1. Clip One: The Cuban Rehellion
- Peseribe the hackgrouwd the Cuban Reballion.
- Why does the United States gef involved?

2. Clip Two: Pel.owe Letter '
Pescribe the confents of the Pelome Lefter.
How does the Awmerican public react?

Who is Hearsi? |

3. Clip Three: V.S, Prepares for War
Veseribe how prepared the United States was for War?
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4, Clip Four: The V.S, in the Philippiwes
Pescribe V.S, treatment in the Philippines?
What was Taft’s role in the Philippines?

5. Clip Five: Epilogue
Was conquest of the F’hlllppmes a success? Explain,

What was the result of Cuba? Explain,

v 'your opinion, do you believe that the U.S. transition of becowting an iwperial power was
worth it7 Why? Explain,
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: The Platt Amendment, 1901
The United States occupied Cuba for five years after 1898. In 1901 Secretary of War Elitut Root drafted a
set of articles (later known as the Platt Amendment) as guidelines for future United States-Cuban

-relations. Despite. considerable Cuban resistancerthey becamé-apartaf the1902-Cuban Constitution. In =~ = ~

Jollowing years the United States used the arnendmeni several tinies lo send troops to-maintain or place

friendly governments in power and to protect investments, The amendment was abrogated in 1934.

Whereas the Congress of the United States of America, by an Act approved March 2,
1901, provided as follows:

I.-That the government of Cuba shall never enter into any treaty or other compact with
aiy foreign power or powers which will impair or tend to impair the independence of
Cuba, nor in an¥y manner authorize or permit any foreign power or powers to obtain by
colonization or for military or naval purposes or otherwise, lodgement in or control over
any portion of said island. '

IL. That said government shall not assunie or contract any public debt, to pay the interest
upon which, and to make reasonable sinking fund provision for the ultimate discharge of
which, the ordinary revenues of the island, after defraymg the current expenses of
govemment shall be inadequate.

IIL. That the government of Cuba consents that the United States may exercise the right
to intervene for the preservation of Cuban independence, the maintenance of a
government adequate for the protection of life, property, and individual liberty, and for
discharging the obligations with respect to Cuba imposed by the treaty of Paris on the
United States, now to be assumed and undertaken by the government of Cuba.

IV. That all Acts of the United States in Cuba during its military occupancy thereof are
ratified and validated, and all lawful rights acquired thereunder shall be maintained and
protected.

V. That the government of Cuba will execute, and as far as necessary extend, the plans
alreddy. devised or other plans to be mutually agreed upon, for the sanitation of the cities
of the island, to the end that a recurrence of epidemic and infectious diseases may be
prevented, thereby assuring protection to the people and commerce of Cuba, as well as to
the commerce of the southern ports of the United States and thé people residing therein.
VII. That to enable the United States to maintain the independence of Cuba, and to
protect the people thereof, as well as for its own defense, the government of Cuba will
sell or lease to the United States lands necessary for coaling or naval stations at certain
specified points to be agreed upon with the President of the United States."

VI That by way of further assur’ahce the government of Cuba will embody the
foregoing provisions in a permanent treaty with the United Stafcs

Source; "The Plaft Amendmcnt. in Treaties and Other Internationat Agreements of the United States of America, 1776-1949, vol. 8,
ed. C.I. Bevans (Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 197 1), pp. 1116-17. i
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Document-Based Assessment

Amencan lmperialism
—chouldthe United States anney tenitories in.order to estalilish a_

glohal empire? Or shiould it honor Americair roots by granting
Se;f - yle to-the native péoples of those lands? Use your
knowledge of the.debate over American imperialism and the
following dociimerits to. answer fuestions 1 throtgh 4.

DocumentA

Uncle Sam Wirestles With Filipino Insurgency

Document B
The taking of the Philippines does not violate the principles of
the Declaration of Independence, but will spread them among a
people who have never known liberty and who in a few years
will be unwilling to leave the shelter of the American flag. . . .
The form of government natural to the Asiatic has always been
despotism, . . . [T]o abandon those islands is to leave them to
anarchy, [and] to short-lived military dictatorships. ...
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, March 1900

Document C
| wanted the ican eagle to go screaming into the Pacific.

" t'seemed tiresome and tame for it to content itself with the
Rockies. Why not spread its wings over the Philippines, | asked
myself? And | thought it would be a real good thing to do. . ..
But | have thought some more, since then, and | have read
carefully the treaty of Paris, and | have seen that wa do not
intend to free, but to subjugate the people of the Philippines.
We have gone there to conquer, not to redeem. . . . And sot am
an anti-imperialist. | am opposed to having the eagle put its
talons on any other land. '

Mark Twain, October 1900

Documenf D

1. Which of the documents is a primary source that supports
the maintenance of American control aver the Philippines to
ensure a stable government there?

A Document A

B Document B

€ Document C

. D Document D

2. According to Document A, how did the cartoonist choose to

portray the Filipino population?

" A Filipinos are resisting the American presence in the
Philippines.

B Filipinos ate coaperating with American officials to
maintain U.S. control.

C Filipinos are fleeing thefr homes in fear of American
soldiers,

D Filipinos are celebrating their independence from Spain.

LT y"' e

2%
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3. Mark Twain most closely agrees with which of the other
documents?
A Documents A and D
B Documents A and B
C Docunent B
D Document D

4, Writing Task How did the principles of the American
Revolution influence the debate over American imperialism
in the Philippines? Use your knowledge of the aftermath of
the Spanish-American War and specific evidence from the
primary sources above to support your opinion.
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Map Skll[s The Spamsh-Amencan War 2. Regions identify the two different
was fought on two fronts on opposite regions of the world in which the
sides of the world, The United States won war was fought.

A quick victory aver Spain. . 3, Draw Conclusions Why do you
1. Locater (a) Havana, (B) Puerto Rico,  ghink more Americans died from
(0) Hong Kong, (d) the Philippiries sickness and disease than in battle?

possession, the fighting had come to an end. Although almost 3,000 Americans . — '
- died during the war, only around 380 died in combat. Disease, especially malaria | Sousce: Hitorcs! Statstics of dre United States |
i and yellow fever, caused most of the deaths.

L@ Checkpoint How did the Rough Riders and African American cavalry
] units contribute to the war effort?

;:the war may have been “splendid,” it created a new dilemma for Amerlcans
What should the United States do with Spain’s former possessions?

.The Treaty of Paris Signed by Spain and the United States in December

,1898 the Treaty of Paris officially ended the war. Spain gave up control of Cuba,

s Pverto Rico, and the Pacific island of Guam. It also sold the Philippines to the \
g‘%}med States for $20 million.
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An Emerging World Power

Sty . , ;\\

Map Skills The United States repeatedly intervened inthe
affairs of its Latin American neighbors from the time of the

Spanish-American War through the early 1900s, !
1. Locate: (a) Cuba, (b) Mexico, {¢) Veracruz, (d) Nicaragua, ;

N Y
L

— )

Dorninica (Br)%
Martinique (Fr)%
St. Lucia (Bry®
Grenada (Br) .
Barkadys (Br.)

(e) Panama Canal Zone

tion of a canal?

America and th_e Caribbean?

<« Wielding the Big Stick

restore order and prevent European intervention,

-B65-

2. Place Why was Panama an ideal place for the construc-

3. Analyze Why was Cuba vital to USS, operations in Central '

_ A R e g T

With his update to the Monroe Poctrine, Roosevelt wanted only “to.
see neighboring countries stable, ordarly; and prosperous,” But if
those governments ware 1o collapse, the United States stood ready to.



Chapter 21 An Emerging World Power, 1877—.1914_
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THE PHILIPPINES: “What yer got?

CUBA: “Pie.”

THE PHILIPPINES: “Where'd yer git it?”

CUBA: “Mah Uncle Sam gin it to me; any maybe ef
you was half way decent he’ gin you some.”

Question

1. Does the cartoonist’s depiction of Cuba and the Philippines involve racial stereo-

typing?

2. What importance do you attach to the gender, age, and clothing Bowman selected

for the characters in his cartoon?

Questions for Further Thought

1. What do “Voices from Abroad” and “American Voices” {(pp. 688-692} con-
tribute to your thinking about America, the Spanish-American War, and the

Philippine insurrection?

2, Drawing on the text and documents for Chapters 18 and 21, reflect on the role of
race in both domestic and foreign affairs in turn-of-the-century America.

3. How does the tone of Mark Twain’s essay (Document 21-5) differ from that of
Josiah Strong’s essay (Document 21-2) and Albert J. Beveridge’s essay (Document

21-4)?
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TR Video Questions: (start at 24:06-)

1. What other gounhies did Roosevelt feel the US éhoulfi compete with?

2. Why did Roosevelt seek to get inv§lved in other countries?

3. What happened in Santo Domingo? How does it increase the role of fhe Us ‘in the world?
4. | What is his fear for Latin America?

5. Why does; Roosevelt want to build the Panama Canal?

6. How does the canal get built? What other countries are involved?
7. What are the agreements made when the canal is built?

8. “Itook Panama and let Congress debate that.” What does this tell us about Roosevelt’s view
of executive power?

9. How does the imperial views of change his presidency/life? (lodging, entrances)

10. Do you agree with the methods that Roosevelt used? Why or why not?

11. How does this video change your view of Roosevelt?

_67;



e e e

The Zimmerman Telegram

On 16 January 1917, the German Foreign Minister, Arthur Zimmerman sent the

following felegram o Count von Bernstortf, the Gérinan ambassador i the United "

States.
Telegram text from The Zifmérman Telegram by Barbara Tuichman published in 1966 by Ballantine Books.

Most Secret

For Your Excellency's personal information and to be handed on to the Imperial
Minister in Mexico

We intend to begin unrestricted submarine warfare on the first of February. We shall
endeavor in spite of this to keep the United: States neutral. In the event of this not
succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of an alliance on the following basis: Make
war together, make peace together, generous financial support, and an understanding

" on our part that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and

Arizona. The settlement detail is left to you.

You will inform the President [of Mexico] of the above most secretly as soon as the
outbreak of war with the United States is certain and add the suggestion that he
should, on his own initiative, invite Japan to immediate adherence and at the same
time mediate between Japan and ourselves.

Please call the President's attention to the fact that the unrestricted employment of our

submarines now offers the prospect of compelling England to make peace within a few
months. Acknowledge receipt.

Zimmerman

-

Declaration Of War Against Germany- April 6, 1917 ST
Joint Resolution Declaring that a state of war exists between the Imperial German.
Government and the Government and the people of the United States and making
provision to prosecute the same. o .
Whereas the Imperial German Government has comumitted repeated acts of war against
the Government and the people of the United States of America: Therefore bp it

Resolved . . ., That the state of war between the United States and the Imperial German
Government which has thus been thrust upon the United States is hereby formally
declared; dnd that the President be; and he is hereby, authorized and directed to employ
the entire naval-and military forces of the United Stafes and the resources of the
Government to carry on war against the Imperial German Government; and to bring the
contlict to a successful termination all of the resourees of the country are hereby pledged i
by the Congress of the United States. L
Approved, April 6, I917.

v
1

Why is the US becoming involved in the war according to this source?
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Woodrow Wilson and WWI
Disc 2: Chapter 9: 9:10-14:40: Neutrality :

1. Why does Wilson want to remain neutral in the war in Europe?
2. How did the immigrant population in the US impact Wilson's decision to remain neutral?

3. How does Wilson take a side in the war involuntarily?

4. What is the impact of the sinking of the Lusitania?

5. How does Wilson respond to the sinking of the Lusitania? How do people respond to Wilson'’s
response?

23:10-26:48: US Involvement

6. What are two actions of Germany that threaten the United States?
7. What is the impact of these actions on Wilson? Why?

8. How does Wilson justify his decision to the American people and Congréss?

\

9. How do the American people respond to his decision?

Y -




48:15-55:30 Peace Treaty
Background: Wilson travels to Paris to negotiate the Peace Treaty after WWI. He plansto promote his XIV points.

10. How does Wilson view the US's role in the war?

11, How do Europeans their role in the war?
12. What is in the impact of Wilson’s ideas on other nations around the world? (be specific)

13. Why does Wilson unable to pass most of his XIV points?

14. What is the one part of the XIV points that was a non-negotiable for Wilson? Why?

15. How do US congressman react to the League of Nations? Why?

Reflection Questions post video
16. “The world must be made safe for democracy” Does this phrase, stated by Wilson, represent
Manifest Destiny? Why or why not?

17. Do the reasons for US entry into WWI reflect Manifest Destiny? Why or why not?

18. Does Wilson represent Manifest Destiny in his foreign policy? Provide 5 examples of why or why
not. ﬂook back at 1mp erialism notes)
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Woodrow Wilson: League of Nations speech (1919)

On July 10, 1919, President Woodrow Wilson presented to the U.S. Senate the results of several months of
hegotiations at the Paris Peace Conference to draft a lreaty that would end World War I. Among the provisions of the
Treaty of Versailles was the outline for an intemational peaoékeeping organization known as the League of Nations ‘
that had been Wilson's création and chief contribution to the peace talks. Below is an excerpt of his speech fo the.
Senate that discusses the léague, Despite Wilson's unqualified support for U.S. ratification of the treaty and
parlicipation in the league; the U.S. Senate refused to do either, voting down ratification and declining to join the
league in an efforf to reestablish U.S. isolationism, :

It glves me pleasure to add to this formal reading of the result of our labors that the character of the discussion which
ocourred at the sittings of the commission was not only of the most comstructive but of the most encouraging sort. [t
was obvious throughout our discussions that, although there were subjects upon which there were individual
differences of judgment with regard ta the method by which. our objects should be ohtained, there was practically af no
point any serious differehces of opinion or motive as to the objects which we were seeking.

Indeed, while these debates were not made the opportunity for the exbression of enthusiasm and sentiments, | thirk
the other members of the commission will agree with me that there was an undertone of high respect and of
enthusiasnt for the thing we were trying to do which was heartening throughout everything.

Because we felt that in a way this conference did entrust inté us the expression of one of its highest and most
important purposes, to see to il that the concord of the world in the future with regard to the objects of justice should
not be subject to doubt or uncertainty; that the coaperation of the great body of nations should be assured in the.
maintenance of peace Llpon terms of honor and of international obligations.

The compulsion of that task was constantly upon us, and at no point was there shown the slightest desire to do
anything but suggest the best means to accomplish that great object. There is very great significance, therefofe;, in
the fact that fhe resull was reached unanimously.

Faurigen nations were repréﬁen’tadi arong them all of thuse powers which for con'.ze'nienw we have called the Great
Powers, and among the rest a répresentation of the greatest variety of clroumstances and interests. So that | think
we are jusfified in saying that the significance of the result, therefore, has the deepest of all meapings, the union of
wills in a cammon purpose, & union of wills which cannot be resisted and which, | dare say, no nation will run the risk
of attempting to resist. '

Now, as to the character of the document. While it has consumed some time to read this dacument, 1 think you will
see al once that it is very simple; and in nothing so simple as in the structure which it suggests for a league of

nations; a body of delegates, an executive council, and a permanent secretarfat,

When it came to the questiori of determining the character of the representation in the Body of Delegates, we were all
aware. of a feeling which is current throughout the world.

Inasmuch as | am stating it in the presence of the official representatives of the various governments here present,
including myself, | may say that there is a universal feeling that the world cannot rest satisfied with merely official
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guidance, There has reached us through many channels the feeling that if the deliberating body of the League of
Nations was merely to be a hody of officials representing the various govermnments, the peoples of the world would not
be sure that some of the mistakes which preoccupied officials had admittedly made might not be repeated.

[t was impossible to conceive a method or an assembly so large and various as fo be.really representative of the
great body of the peoples of the world, because, as | roughly reckon it, we represent as we sit around this table more
than 1.2 billion peaple. '

You cannot have a representative assembly of 1.2 billion people, but if you leave it 1o each government to have, if it
. pleases, one or two or three representatives, though only with 4 single vote, it may vary its representation from time
to time, not only, but it may {originate) the choice of its several representatives [wireless here unintelligible].

Therefore we thought that this was a proper and g very prudent concessfon {o the practically universal opinien of plain
men evefywhere that they wanted the door left open to a varfaty of representation, instead of being conflned to a
single official body with which they could or might not find themselves Ity sympathy. ‘

And you will notice that this body has unlimited rights of discussion. | mean of discussion of anything that falls within
the field of international relatians—and that it is especially agreed that war or internatjonal misunderstandings or
anything that may lead fo friction or trouble is everybody's busingss, because it may affect the peace af the world,

And in order to safeguard the popular power so far as we could of this representative body, 1t is provided, you will
notice, that when a subject is submitted it is not to arbitration but to discussion by the Executive Council: it can, upon
the initiative of either of the parties to the dispute; be drawn out of the Executive Council on the larger form of the
general Body of Delegates, because through this instrument we are depending primarily and chiefly upon one great
force, and this is the moaral force of the public opinion of the world—the pleasing and clarifying and compelling
influences of publicity—so that intrigues cari'no longer Have thelr coverts; so that designs that are sinister can at
anytimie be drawn into the open; so that those things that are destroyed by the light may be premptly destroyed by
the overwhelming light of the universal expression of the condemnation of the world,

Armed force is in the background in this program; but it is in the background, and, if the moral force of the world. will

not suffice, the' physical foree of the world shall, But that Is the Jast resort, because this-is intended as a canstitution
of peace, nol vy 8 league of war. T ' o

The s‘:imp'licity of the document seems to.me to be one of its chief virtues, because, speaking for myself, | was unable
1o see the variety. of circumstances with which this League would have to deal, | was unable, therefore, to plan all the
machinery that might be necessary to meet the differing and unexpetted contingencies. Therefore, | should say of
this documient that it is not a straitjacket but a vehicle of life,

A living thing is born, and we must see to it what clothes we put on it It is not a vehicle of p’ozieier, but a vehicle in
which power may be varied at the discretion of those who exercise it and in.accordance with the changing

circumstances of the time, And yet, while it is elastic, while it fs generat in its terims, 1t 1§ deﬁg}te in the one thing that
we werte talled upon to make definite, ’

It is a defihite guaranty.of peace, It is a definite guaranty by word against aggression. It 1s & definite giaranty against
the things which have just come near bringing the whole structure of civilization into ruin.
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Its purposes do nof for a moment lie vague; lts purposes are declared, and its pdwers are tnmistakable. It is not'in
contemplation that this should be merely a league to secure the peace of the world. It is a league which can be used
for cooperation in any intemational matter. '

That is the significance of the provision introduced concerning labor, There are many ameliorations of {abor conditions
which:can be effacted by conference and discussion. | anticipate that there will be a very great usefulness in the
Bureau of Labor which it is contemplated shall be set up by the League.

Men and women and ghildren who work have been in the background through long ages and somietimes 'seemed {6 be.
forgotten, while governments have had their watchful and .suspicious eyes upon the maneuvers of one another, while
the thought of statesmen has been about structurdl action and the larger transactions of commerce and of finance.

Now, if | may believe the picture which | see, there comes into the foredround the great body. of the laboring people of
the world, the men and women and childrert upon whom the great burden of sustaining the world must from day to day
fall, whether we wishil to do s0 or not; people who go to bed tired and wake up without the stimulation of lively hope.
These people will be drawn into the field of international consultation and help, and will be among the wards of the
combined governments of the world. This is, | take leave fo say, a very great step in advahce in the mere conception
of that,

Then, as you will notice, there is an imperative article concerning the publicity of all international agreements.
Henceforth no member of the League can call any agreement valid which it has not registered with the secretary

" general, in whose office, of course, it will be subject to the examination of any body representing a member of the

League. And the duty Is laid upon the secretary general to earliest possible time,

| suppose most persons who have not been conversant with the business of forelgn affairs do not realize how many
hundreds of these agreements are made in a single year, and how difficult it might be to publish the more unimportant
of them immediately. How uninteresting it would. be to most of the warld to publish them immediately, but even they
must be published just as soon as it is possible for the secretary general to publish them.

There has been no greater advance than this. denflemen. If you loak back upon the history of the world you will see,
havw helpiess pedples nave loo Uften been a prey to puwers that had no conseiendé in the matter, it hag béen one of
the many distressing revelations of recent years that the great power which has just beén; happily, defeated put
intolerable burdens ‘and injustices upon the helpless people of some of the colonies which it annexed to itself; that jts
interegt was rather their extermination. than their development; that the desire was to possess their land for European
purposes, and not to enjoy their confidence in order that mankind might be lifted in these places to the hext higher

fevel,

Now, the world, expressing its conscience in law, says there is an end of that, that our conseiences sha]l be setfled
to this thing, States will be picked out which have already shown that they can exercise a conscience in this matter,
and under thelr tutelage the helpless feoples of the world will come into a hew light and into a new hope.

3
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Underneath each cartoon, write what the cartoon is commenting on..,
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Henry Cabot Lodge: Opposition fo the Treaty of Versailles speech (19”i9)

In-this 1919 speech, Henry Cabot Lodge argues against American membership in the League of Nations, as provided
for the Treaty of Versailles. Lodge opposes U.S. collaboration with foreign nations and proposes that international law
will alfow the United Stafes to maintain control of American Jives. His opinion is clear when he states: { have loved but
one flag and { cannot share that devotion and give affection to the morigrel banner invented for a league.”

As it stands there is no doubt whatever in my mind that American troops and American ships may be ordered to any
part of the world by nations other than the United States, and that is a proposition to whiéh | for one can riever
assent. It must be made perfectly clear that no American soldiers, ot even a corporal's guard, that no American
sailots, not even the crew of a submarine, can ever he engaged in war or ordered anywhere except by the
constitutional authorities of fhe United States. To Congress Is granted by the Constitution the fight to declare war, and
nothing that would take the froops out of the country at the bidding or démand of other nations should éver be
permitted except through congressional action. The lives of Americans must never be sacrificed except by the will of
the Ameriéan people expressed through their chosen Representatives in Congress. This is a point upon which no
doubt can be permitted. American soldiers and American sailors have never failed the cbuntry when the country called
upon thetn. They went in their hundreds of thousands into the war just closed. They went to. die for the great cause of
freedom and of civilization, They went at their service, We were late in entering the war. We made no preparation, as
we ought to have done, for the ordeal which was clsarly coming upon us; but we went and we turned the wavering.
scale. It was done by the American soldier, the American sailor, and the spirit and energy of the American people.
They overrode all obstaclgs, and all shortcomings on the part of the administration or of Congress and gave o their
country a great place in the great victory. It was. the first timé we had been called upon to rescue the civilized world,
Did e fail? On the contrary, we succeeded, succeeded targely arid tobly, and we did it without any .command from
ahy league of nations. When the emergency came we met it, and we were able to meet it because we had bujit up on
this continent the greatest and most powerful nation in tfie world, built it up under our own. policies, in.our own way,
and one great element of our strength was fhe fact that We had held aloaf and had not thrust ourselves into European
quarrels; That we had no selfish interest to serve. We made great sacrifices. We have done splendid work, | believe
that we do not require to be tald by foreign nations when we shall do work which freedom and elvilization require: |
think we can move to victory much betlter under our own comenard than under the command of othare Lat us_imnile
with the werd 16 promiole the poadeable setliciment of ol international disputes. Let us try ‘to develop international aw.
Let us assoclale ourselves with the other nations for these purposes. But (et us retain in our own hards and in our
awn control the fives. of the youth of the land. Lat no Ameérican be sent info battle except by the copstitited
authotities of his own courtry and by the will of the people of the United States,

| have loved but one flag and | canriot share that devotion and give affection to the mongrel bapner invented for g
league. Iriternationialism, iljustrated by the Bolshevik and by the men fo whom all countries are alike, provided they
can make mohigy out of them, is to me repulsive, National | iust remair; and in that way 1, like all other Americans,
can render the afriplest service to the world, The United States is the world's best hope, but if you fetter her in the
interests and quanels of other nations, if you tangle hef in the intrigues of Europe, you will destroy her power for -good
and endanger her very existence. Leave har to march freely throtigh the centuries {o come aé‘ in the years that have
gone. Strong, generous, and confident, she has nobly served mankind. Beware how you tifle with your marvelous
inheritance, this great land of ordered liberty, for if we stumble and fall, freedom and civilizations everywhere will go
dowr in ruin. "

{D: 254823 back to top

American History, 2009, ABC-CLIO, 17
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"Henry Cabot Lodge: Opposition to the Trealy of Versailles speech {1919)."
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| " Point | . o
Should the United States join the League of Nations? Y
_erthe Parls Peace Conferénce, the United States had to’ decidis whether to Join the League af Nations, _ 'f
The League's purpose was to help maintain peace in the world, In the political cattoon below, Wilson 3
~ovEtloads d dove; 'a“‘syrﬁbol“ofpeate;with«avlargerheavy sranch representing the League of Natiops.
Read the options-befow. Then you maka the call. g

" president Wilson Favers Joining

“A-general association of nations must be’
fortned . . . for the purpose of affording
. mytual guarantees of political indepen-
‘dence and territorial Integrity to great \ . . ] ing: t :
“and small states alike. .. . Itis the e S R, ; his'Republic,Itis |,
* principle of justice to all peoples.. . . - g ) nflict wit 1t-of ol i
and their right to five on equal terms..... ' B - govem theimselves free from
" with one another, whether they be strong - Testraint; legal or mord; of foreign " :
*or weak.”? ot Saivers. It challenges every teriet of my
— President Woodrow Wilson, : 2 . '
January 8, 1918 z
: You Decide
1. Why did Wilson favor joining the League of
: Nations?
2. Wiy did Borah oppase joining?
3. What decision would you have made? Why?

“4A

arator William Borah
- Nover 1919

America Rejects the Treaty

When Wilson left Versailles to return to the United States, he kmew the trealy
was not perfect. But he believed that over time the League could correct its prob-
lerns. He still thought that a lasting peace could emerge.

Wilson Faces Troubles at Home Wilson did not leave his problems it
France when he boarded a ship bound for the United States. German Americans
thought the treaty was too harsh toward Germany, especially the “war guilt
clause” that suggested that Germany had caused the war. Irish Americans crit~
icized the failure to create an independent Treland. Most importantly, however,
the treaty would need tobe submitted to the Republican-controlled Senate For-
eign Relations Committee and then ratified, or approved, by the Republicatr
‘controlled Seriate. In both bodies; as well as in his own Democratic Party,
Wilson faced stiff opposition.

A handful of senators believed that the United States ghould not get entangled
in world polities or involved in world organizations. Known as ujrraconcilables’
these isolationist senators opposed any treaty that had a League of Nations
folded into it. They particularly disliked Article 10 -of the League covenan:
Article 10 called for mutual defense by the signers of the treaty, a pledge that eac
nation would “respect and preserve. .. the territorial integrity and existing polit

ical inde-pendence of all the Members of thg League:.” no

A Jarger grovy of S'natf‘rixl d Hy 1 ?E
‘ : Y{%g ;Eéé N ed\indgaly
‘ 9‘9‘2;% le 131521‘5«5?@ ! get o
o
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United States-Enter World War 11? & Quick Study
g‘;' s FRRL R P
jionist Viewpoint Interventionist Viewpoint .+
*ha Uried tates shoukdavod | Th Unted ttes shouldwork wih oty BAE.
"I alliancés with other nations. nations to promote collective security. TOREE
» Americans should focus on Issues at o Axis aggressions were wrong and threatened
home, such as the depression. American interests, :
+ Complete neutrality was the way to o The United States should aid the Allies, who L
+ keep the United States safe, weré fighting for democracy and freedom.
+ Intervention in a foreign war would be | » The United States should put pressure on the : o
a mistake, just as World War | was, Axis Powers and prepare for war,
L L R e sy

T R e T e el L s

isolationists and interventionists, Congress passed a Selective Ser-
vice Act—a peacetime draft—rproviding for the military training of
1.2 million troops and 800,000 reserve troops each year.

At the same time, President Roosevelt took an additional step to
strengthen Britain. He gave Britain 50 World War I-era battleships
in exchange for eight British defense bases. Britain needed the destroyers to
convoy goods across the Atlantic. Believing the act to be an emergency measure,
Roosevelt made the transfer without the consent of Congress.

The American people evaluated FDR’s leadership the next month in the pres-
idential election, Reosevelt ran for an unprecedented third term against Repub-
lican nominee Wendell L, Willkie of Indiana, Willlde was critical of FDR’s handling . .
ofboth the economy and foreign affairs but not of the President’s basic positions Aid to _B'ntam -

.or  er. Given such little differences between candidates, Americans voted The president of Bundles for Britain

\ . L . . . (above) colfects money for her

: Ve v{heln_lmgly not to change leaders in the mlddle of a crisis, organization, which sent food and

| @ Checkpoint According to interventionists, how would aiding the clathing to help British people

| Allies actually keep the United States out of the war? suffering from the effects of the war.

Is Bundles for Britain an example of
the interventionist or Isolationist

‘America Takes Steps Toward War viewpoint?
Ouce safely reelected, President Roosevelt increased his support of Britain,
When Britain began to run short un funds to purchase cash-and-carry goods in
- the United States, FDR tack the oppartunity to address Congress, On January 8,  vocabulary Builder
1941, he spoke about “four freedoms”—freedom of speech, freedom of worship, %@@Eﬁj; @ VAL yoo ayt) u. fo
freedom from want, and freedﬁm‘from»feeu’.mtliat}‘were threatensd by Nazi and Jucgs or the value of
lJf}Pﬂne_se; militarism, Roosevelt believed that the best way to stay out of the con-
fict with Gérmany was to aid Britain,

t L‘?nd'LéaS.e Gives Aid 1o the Allies Roosevelt compared America’s situation

.to‘ the scenario of a fire in 2 neighbor's home. If a neighbor asked to borrow your

it host to put out the five, you would not debate the issue or fry t6 sell the hose.

jExtﬁndil}g belp was both heing 4 good neighbor and acting to keep the fire from

ASDFQE}djllg-_hQ your own hiome, S .

. E_%“tajil, Roosevelt said, needed American aid, and it had run out of money to pay

-0t Thie President called for America to become “the great arsenal for democracy.”

£y s again, America answered Britain’s plea for help, In March 1941, Congress oh
3 Phroved the Lend-Lease Act, symbolically numbered 1776, after another heated

vy, Chveen isolationists and interventionists. The act authdrized Roosevels to

b ransfer title to, exthange, lease, lend, or otherwise dispase of, to any such

80 . @ ' )
ig Vermerig any defense article” whenever he thought it was “decéssary in the
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SAVE FREEDO

e | 1 OF SPRRCH
pranklin pelano.Rooseveit: -
The “Four Freedoms” Speech

{n his State of the Union address to Congress on Janu-
ary 6, 1941, President Roosevelt stressed the danger
that aggressive fascist powers presented to the United
States. He urged the American people to support

those “who are resisting aggression and are thereby
Keeping war away from our Hemisphere”—namely the
Allies. Congress passed the Lend-Lease Act three
months later to do just that. Finally, Roosevelt get out
the ideals that he believed Americans should fight for:
the Four Freedoms.

address you, the Members of the E‘geventyuSeventh Congress, aba i L
moment unpreceden‘oed1 in the history of the Uhnioin, [ use the & s, I N
word “unprecedented” because ab no previous time has American = o S5 ARIIETR
gecurity been as geriously threaténed from without as it 8. E s % w&% N %
today. . . - B t A:BQ E

In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward T
40 a world founded upon four essential buman freedoms. ;

. . - illustrator Norman Rockwell created

The first is freedom of speech and expressmn~everywhere in the world. four paintings sach illustrating one of

The second is freedom of every persen to worship God in his own way—  the Four Fre e(i oms. In Freedom of
everywhere in the vorld. Speech, Rockwell shows a man

The third is freedom from want—which, translated into world terms, means  speaking at his town meeting.
econormic understandings which will secure to every nationa healthy peace time
life for its inhabitants— everywhere in the world.

The fourth is freedom from fear—which, translated into world terms; Imeans
a worldwide reduction of axmaments to such a point and in such a thorough fash-
jon that no nation will be in a position to commit an ach of physical aggression
against any neighbor——anywhere in the world.

That is no vision of 2 distant millennium. L is a definite basis for a kind of
world attainable in our own time and generation. That kind of world ig the very
antithesis 2 of the go-called new order of tyranny which the dictators seek to cre-
atewith the crashofa bomb. . . . The world order which we seekis the cooperation
of free counttries, working togetherina friendly, civilized society.

This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts ofits mil-
lions of free men and women; and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God.
Freedom means the supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to
those wha struggle to gain those rights and keep them. Our strengthis Surumity
of purpose. .

To that high concept there can be no end save victory.

!nspired by Roosevelt's speech, the

Thinking Critically
4. Summarize Whatare the
Four Freedoms? '

2. Predict Consequences
Howrdo you think an isola-
tionist would respond o

1. unprecédented {uhn pREHS th dehn tihd) adfi new, having no previous example. Roosevelt's speech?

2. antithesis (an T uh sihs) 7. exact opposite.
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peen fought onéor)\net soil. TteATh dustne.z/tﬂ; and pe;plus Bad suffered terri-
ply. Still, t/he Re/;d Army cntrolled mosto f Bhstern Edrope And threatened to

move fa}'ther west Mlht/:;rﬂv é{lth()ﬂ the Ayhericaris had the ator xféf&fnb the
Sowe{;s had Lh Red,é(rmy ?e world’s largest mjlitary force(/

"Ehecl{ 5}1 What impact'did World il have on the relative roles of the
o United fdtes and B:x*f‘»fym_mnthe,world7 e st i . e e v

International Cooperation

Americans were quick to recognize that their nation had taken on a new posi- {
tion in the world, After World War I, the Senate had rejected the Treaty of Ver- |
gailles and refused to join the League of Nations, Many Americans now viewed ‘
these decisions as mistakes that contributed to the rise of fascism and the out-
preak of another war. As World War II drew to a close, Americans were ready to
embrace the idea of world organizations,

A New World Economy Takes Shape The United States took on major
responisibilities in shaping the postwar world economy. After meeting in 1944
with the Allies in Breton Woods, New Hampshire, the U.S. government pushed
for establishment of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. The
United States provided most of the working capital for these new organizations,
which worked to foster global economic and financial stability. The United
States also signed the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), a 1948
treaty designed to expand world trade by reducing tariffs,

The United NationsIs Formed Even more importantly, the United States ‘ f
led the charge for the establishment of the United Nations (UN), an organization :
that, many hoped, would succeed where the League of Nations had failed. In

April 1945, delegates froni 50 nations met in San Francisco to write the charter

for the UN. The Senate overwhelmingly ratified the charter, and the UN later

set up its permanent home in New York City.

The United Nations was organized on the basis
of cooperation hetween the Great Powers, not on the
absolute equality of all nations, All member nations
sat on the General Assembly. However, the five major

World War IT Allies—the United States, the Soviet
~ Union, Britain, France, and China—were assigned
‘Permanent seats on the most powerful arm of the UN,

HISTORY MAKERS

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962)
As First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt had been a
valuable, if unofficial, part of her hushand's
presidential administration, After FDR's

"the Security Couneil, death, President Truman named her to
- Over the next decades, the UN aided the move represent the Uniited States at the
away from colonialism, helped to create the Jewish United Nations, As €lected chair of the
state of Israel, mediated regional conflicts, and pro- Commission on Human Rights, she
vided food and other aid to much of the world. The | guided the drafting of the Universal
UN also issued the Universal Declaration of Human | Declaration of Human Rights, *
Rights in 1948. This idealistic document states: which she hopedwould *become 3
the international Magna Carta
b 2 “Recognition.of the for all men everywhere.” Her i
mherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights work on behalf of humanrights :
of all members of the human family is the foundation of ‘é‘l’ros‘: F:;;i}’i't;‘;‘xo"rﬁk"ame
. freedom, justice and peace in the world. . . . All human Shortly before her death,

beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights,
They are endowed with reason and conscience and

k2. should act toward one another In a spirit of brather-
hood,””

President John £ Kennedy
named Roosevelt to head his
Commission on the Status of

. - Women.
— Universal Declaration of Human Rights

—-82-



The Declaration condemns slavery and torfure, upholdg
freedom of speech and religion, and affirms that “everyong
has the right to a standard of living adequate for the healty
and well-being of himself and his family.” Though the docy.
ment sets lofty goals it has proved difficult to enforce.

- Causes

urope suffers massive destruction in World War |
e Germans and ltalians resent Versailles Treaty
~~~g-Gredt Depressionleads toriseof fa,SCist"diCtat0|'s—""m~~54<=‘N&E*Gr'{mina!s»GefOn~T!‘:ia!wlnfﬂ'the*eﬁ'omtoéereatera;bettef“’

» European appeasement fails to end Axis aggression world, the Allies did not forget to punish the people who hag

caused so much destruction and death. During the war, the
Axis Powers had repeatedly violated the Geneva Convention,
an international agreement governing the humane treatment
of wounded soldiers and prisoners of war.

The Allies tried more than a thousand Japanese citizens
for committing atrocities in China and Southeast Asia and
brutally mistreating prisoners of war. Hundreds were con-

* Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor

o Europe and Japan lay in ruins demned to death, including Prime Minister Hideki Tojo and
« European colonies gradually gain independence the general responsible for the Bataan Death March,
e Soviets dominate Eastern Europe Americans more closely followed the trials against the Nagis,

« Cold War between United States and Soviet Union begins ~ Held in Nuremberg, the trials turned a glaring spotlight on the
evils of the Third Reich. The first of the Nuremberg Trials
involved key leaders of Nazi Germany, such as Hermann Gor-
ing. Day by day, prosecutors described their crimes, detailing
especially the horrors of the Holocaust. Most of the defendants
pleaded that they were just following orders, that Hitler was the

» America becomes a world power
o African Americans gain momentum to pursue civil rights

ﬁ"‘f\?‘a‘? 2 FE!»;)% S source of all the crimes. The judges at Nuremberg did not accept
B s i their excuses. Some of the Nazis were hanged; others received
» United States remains a global superpower long prison terms. ’
* "4, government plays a large role in guiding the In the following decades, Allied or Israeli authorities cap-
nation's economy tured and tried such other Nazis as Adolf Eichmann, a lead-
ing architect of the “Final Solution.” The periodic trials kept
Analyze Cause and Effect Inits alive the memory of the Nazi crimes against humanity.

overall impact, World War 11 is often
considered the single most important
event of the twentieth century.

How did World War 1l contribute to

the two effscts listed above under A NEW Americah Identity

Connections to Today?

A new American identity rose from the ashes of World War 11, one formed as the
antithesis of the Nazi ideal. Americans regarded the Nazis as totalitarian, racist,
and warlike. They defined themselves as democratic, tolerant, and peaceful. Dur-
ing the war, US. leaders and American popular culture had emphasized these
positive themes, repeating constantly that the Allies were fighting a “people’s
war” for tolerance, freedom, democracy, and peace. Although many Americans
felt that their country had not always lived up to that ideal, they hoped that the
postwar period would usher in significant changes.

#/; Checkpoint What steps did the United States take to increase its role in
" the postwar world?

The United States Assumes Global Leadership Millions of Americans
had spent several years closely following the war. They had attached world
maps to their walls and traced the paths of U.S. troops in the deserts of North
Africa, the forests of Europe, and the coral islands of the Pacific. For.this gener
ation of Americans, the world had somehow become a smaller, more intercor
nected place. They had learned to think in global terms. ‘

Few Americans called for a return to a policy of isolationism or retreat from
its global responsibilities. They recognized that what happened in the f8f
reaches of the globe affected them, that the economic and political health of

g38 World Warli o
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America was tied to world peace and economic development. They
Imew that America’s national security involved world security.

commitment to Civil Rights Grows African American sol-
diers in World War II had clearly believed they were fighting two
foes: dictatorship overseas and racism in the United States. As the
. great. African American poet Langston Hughes put.it:- .

“you tell me that Hitler
s a mighty bad man.
| guess he took lessons
From the Ku Klux Klan.””
—Langston Hughes, quoted in 7he Aght of the Century (Hietala)

World War II gave renewed vigor to the fight for civil rights. In
this battle, African Americans were not alone. A growing number
of white Americans also called for the nation to fully live up to its
promise as a beacon of freedom, democracy, and justice.

The Nation Prospers World War II ended the Great Depression

and ushered in decades of economic growth. It also redistributed

wealth across the country. Defense industries and military bases
. in the South and West spurred people to move to these regions, which in turn
" created more wealth and encouraged further migration.

The driving force for all the jobs and prosperity was the federal government.
Like other wars, World War II led to a greater governmental influence in eco-
nomic affairs. From the collection of raw materials to attempts to control infla-
tion, the government had made the important decisions to guide the economy.
In the process, it established the expanded economic role that government
‘would play in postwar America.

@ Checkpoint How did World War Il foster support for civil rights? |

9
Far: Self-test with vocabulary practice
Weh Code: nea-1111 -

o _~Lomprehension
‘ erms and People For each term
below, write a sentence explaining how

it was connected with the building of

the postwar world,

 Yalta Conference

e superpower

s GATT

° United Nations

e Universal Declaration of Human
Rights

e Geneva Convention

°* Nuremberg Trials

(2T T o e 0, ]
R

you might see arid the emotional mood
in the room.

—84—

eéd}'x  Skill; Crltlca[Thmking
S yo ril wc.«él\:ia 4 P
[E ! ied il ks ',

5, ecogmze Causes and Effects
\__~ Why do you think Americans supported

A Hero Comes Home

For millions of Americans, World

War il was not truly over until their
loved ones came home from overseas.
Here, a wounded G.|. embraces his
parents,

participation in the UN after World War i
when they had opposed participation in
the League of Nations after World o
War I? B

Qompare In what way were the
Onlversal Declaration of Human Rights
and the postiwar push far civil rights in
both reactions to the war?

Chapter 24 Section5 839




WWII

Video: Perilous Fight: Infamy: Japanese Militarism
1. How do Japanese actions threaten the US? (atleast 3 ways)

S . sy S e 1 =, [P e

2. How does the US prepare for war even as they declare they will not become involved? Why
do they do this? (according the Roosevelt) '

3. What is the Lend-Lease Bill? Why are some people against the Lend-Lease Bill?
4, In what ways does FDR take a side in the war without declaring war?

37:00-42:32: The First US Casualties _
5. Who are the first US casualties? Why is war not declared immediately?

6. What happens on December 7t 1941? Why is this significant to the US?
7. What are the losses for the US?
8. What follows the attack on Pear]l Harbor?

9. What events cause US involvement in WWII?

10. What events cause US declaration of war in WWII?

11. Does this reflect Manifest Destiny? Why or why not?
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End of WWILI Perilous Fight Video Guide
Part [V: Startwith Atom Bomb Scene

I—How doesthe US justify theise of theatoimic bomb?

2. How many people have died in WWII?

3. What are the feelings of Americans at the end of the war? (at least 5
emotions/feelings /reactions)

The 20t Century: Video Guide
1. What is the state of Europe at the end of WWII?

2. What countries are able to help these ruined European countries?

3. How was Europe divided? Which city represented this division?

4, Whatis the Marshall Plan? What are its motives?

5. What is the Berlin Airlift?

6. Why does the US feel threatened post WWII?
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Dr. Seuss WWII Cartoons

Directions: Look at the cartoons.
For each one, answer these questxons' 1. Which countries are shown in the cartoon?

——=2r-Whatstheargument-the-authorismaking?

Cartoon #,__ Cartoon #_
1. ’ 1
2 2.
'Cartoon #

Cartoon #
1.

1.
2.

2.
Cartoon # Cartoon #
1. 1.
2 2.

Overall, what is Dr. Seuss’s view on US involvement in WWII?

Draw your own political cartoon on US involvement in WWIL You must make an argument in your

cartoon about US involvement. You can use the symbols in the cartoons in your cartoon. Due at the

end of class. (5pts)

i
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