American FEoreign
Policy

Essential Question: To what extent did US foreign
policy decisions further national security?

The Homestead Act, 1862

By President Abraham Lincoln on
May 20, 1862.

Homestead Act encouraged Western
migration by providing settlers 160
acres of public land.

o Inexchange, homesteaders paid a small
filing fee and were required to live on the
land for 5 years before officially owning it

o After six months of residency,
homesteaders had the option of
purchasing the land from the government
for $1.25 per acre.

o The Homestead Act led to the distribution
of 80 million acres of public land by 1900.
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https://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=012/llsl012.db&recNum=423
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxaJY8UZxn4
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Manifest Destiny

® How does O’Sullivan describe Americans?
® What reasons does he give for expansion?

John Gast, American Progress, 1372.
hvomolihograph published by George A, Croftt

o
Source: Pints and Photographs Divion, Libxary of Congress.




Let's backtrack a hit...
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Impact on Native Americans
U.S. Indian Policy Timeline
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Impact on Native Americans

® Myths established - of the
“Noble Savage”, the warrior,
and what other myths are
presented in the video clip?
® Read attached handout.
What themes or patterns has there
been to the treatment and
experience of Native Americans?
® Expansion or imperialism?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hJFi7SRH7Q

The Turner Thesis - 1896

® What is the frontier?
® In 1893, the Superintendent of the Census declared the
frontier closed.
® What does that mean for the U.S?
o Frederick Jackson Turner argued that the conquest of the western frontier

as the nation's formative experience, which had shaped the nation's
character and values.

® If the frontier helped to shape American values & character
and the frontier has been settled - then what?

Where else can
we expand or is
it imperialize?




