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Thematic Unit III Outline: Individualism and Collectivism

Unit Abstract:
This unit examines the shift in the U.S. from a structure of loosely connected individuals to a

society with greater interdependence. These connections provided mutual benefits to

individuals, groups or the nation but at the expense of rights and power. This shift stemmed

in large part from the growth of a laissez faire government to a government that created a

highly interconnected economic system by establishing involuntary relationships between

government, business, labor and people, thus giving this unit an economic focus.

Oftentimes, these changes resulted from crises in the nation and permanently centralized

the role of the government in people’s lives.

Essential Question:

Have collective actions better ensured American ideologies (American dream,
liberty, freedom, individualism, equality) over time?

Has increased economic interdependence provided Americans with greater
opportunity or freedom?

Are collective actions designed to help people achieved at too great a cost? (e.g what
is lost? Is that loss worth something greater?)

Unit Questions:

1.

At which moments did the government most significantly expand its role from the
principles outlined in the Constitution?

How did the U.S. move from individualism to collectivism over time through reform
and legislation? What role did government play in bringing about this shift?

How has the government addressed class inequality through legislation?

How have the definitions of individualism and collectivism evolved?

How have individualism and collectivism co-existed both throughout history and in
contemporary American society?
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HISTORY =>NOW

Born Modern: An Overview of the West
by Richard Whiie .
Margaret Byrne Professor of American History, Stanford University

The present American West is a creation of history rather than geography. There has
never been a single West; American Wests come and go. At various times places now
considered as thoroughly-eastern as western Pennsylvania, western New York, or West
Virginia have been the West, and over the course of the nineteenth century the term
itself proceeded steadily westward. The arguments for defining the modern West as
that section of the United States west of the Missouri River or, more narrowly, west of
the ninety-eighth meridian, are historical, as are the arguments for pronouncing this
region different from the Wests that preceded it. The modern American West is not the
product of the arrival at the Pacific of a steadily moving frontier but is instead the
result of transformative events and néw processes.

To a remarkable degree, the modern West is the product of two wars — the Civil War,
which brought it into being, and World War IL, which utterly transformed it. Any
broad overview of the history of the American West, such as this one, must recognize
the lasting consequences of these events for the West.

Before it became the American West, the region west of the Missouri had for centuries
been Indian country and a contested and uncontrolled borderland between empires.
Between 1865 and i869, itunderwent a gestation, and a large chunk of it was reborn as
a child of the Civil War. By the time this West reached adulthood, it would be fully
under American control. Its identity was mote than the result of ¢o nquest. Americans
had been conquering land and dispossessing its prior inhabitants long before they
reached the West, but both the pace and processes of conquest — military, political,
economic and technological — changed in important ways following the Civil War. As a
result, the West evolved differently from lands east of the Missouri River.

Before the Civil War there had been two parallel expansions ~ a northern €xpansion
based on free labor and a southern expansion based on slave labor. Terms like
Manifest Destiny disguise the deep tensions and divisions over westward expansion
that surfaced again and again in the controversies over the admission of Missouri as a
state, the annexation of Texas, and the organization of Kansas as a territory. The Civil
War replaced this dual expansion with a unitary expansion. There would be no
equivalent of the Mason-Dixon line or the Ohio River in the West. The West is one of
the many places that the South lost and lost badly. :

There was a second political consequence of the Civil War in the West, and that was
the expansion of federal power, Before the Civil War, the federal government was quite
weak, The Civil War created, in Richard Bensel’s nice phrase, a “Yankee Leviathan” — a
powerful federal government. And although the power of this state diminished
unevenly following the war, it remained strongest in the South during Reconstruction -
-and afterwards was strongest in the West. During the late nineteenth century, the
West was the kindergarten of the American state, a place where federal government
nurtured its power and produced its bureaucracies. After Reconstruction, most of the
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American army was stationed in the West. The federal government controlled most of
the West's lands and an important, if not particularly efficient, bureaucracy disposed
of them. With their lives touched by institutions like the agency that became the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the U.S. Geological Survey, and —late in the century — the
emerging Forest Service, Westerners, more than inhabitants of any other section,
depended on the presence of the federal government,

Federal power, in turn, was linked to a distinctive pattern of development. The
backcolint(y or frontier of the early nineteenth century initially had weak and uneven
connections with-national or international markets. Market connections depended on
rivers and eventually canals. Areas newly settled by non-Indians thus were unevenly
integrated into regional or national economies, and politics often reflected these
connections — or the lack of them.

In the West, settlement tended to follow, rather than precede, connections to national
and international markets. This was true in California wittvthe Gold Rush and mineral
rushes elsewhere, but it was most true after the Civil War when the railroads funded
and subsidized by federal, state, and eventually local governments penetrated the
region. “Population,” in Richard Overton’s words, “followed the rails.” Except for
Mormons, Anglo-American settlement of the West really had no pre-market or even
weak market phase. There was subsistence agriculture in the West, but it was largely
Indian and Mexican American. The great flood of migration brought commercial
farmers who came in on railroads and depended upon them to get their crops to
market. This was settlement by a mature commercial and increasingly industrial
society, and from the beginning of the period, the West was a place of large and
powerful corporations. There was no equivalent to these conditions in the settlement
that took place further east.

The combination of a strong federal government and an industrial and commercial
society had, in turn, further consequences. The first was that after the Civil War,
Indian peoples were badly outmatched. They faced a modern army, shaped by the Civil
War, able to move quickly due to the new railroad network, and equipped with ever
more powerful weapons. “Experience proves,” Grenville Dodge, a leading figure in the
Union Pacific and Texas Pacific railroads, wrote, “the Railroad line through Indian
Territory a Fortress as well as a highway.” Or as Charles Francis Adams, president of
the Union Pacific, put it, “Ihe Pacific railroads have settled the Indian question.”

Until the War of 1812, Indian peoples east of the Mississippi had been formidable
opponents of American expansion. They were not only skilled fighters, but could call
on European imperial allies. But Indians were warriors, not professional soldiers. They
had to feed their families and could not remain in the field all year. The professional
soldiers they faced suffered from neither of these liabilities. The soldiers might lose
battles, but they did not lose wars. American advantages in numbers, equipment, and
logistics were too formidable. Americans’ tactics were too ruthless. The pressures they
put on Indians were relentless.

The results of the forces unleashed by the Civil War and the growth of a modern
industrial society were, in hindsight, astonishing. New York is roughly 1,150 miles
from Omaha, Nebraska, which is on the Missouri River and was the jumping-off place
for the Union Pacific Railroad. Omaha, in turn, was roughly 1,421 miles from San
Francisco, which was the terminus of the Central Pacific Railroad, the second half of
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the first transcontinental railroad. It had taken no n-Indians roughly three and a half
centuries to take control of the land east of the Missouri; it took less than thirty years
to secure control of the remaining fifty-five percent of the continent. The United
States, had, of course, claimed virtually this entire region since the Mexican War, but
tmost of it had remained Indian Country beyond practical control by the United States
and only marginally connected with national or international markets. This was not
true by the turn of tlie twentieth century. In hindsight, parts of this rapid expansion
‘now seem a mistake. Large areas were repeatedly deserted during nineteenth-century
droughts, and large sections of the Great Plains and the interior basins and plateaus
saw their populations peak around 1920. For many farmers in the high arid regions,
the twentieth centiiry would be a long, slow retreat.

The West that had emerged from this rapid conquest and occupation by non-Indians
was by the twentieth century a hardscrabble place. Its economy was based on
extractive industries such as mining, fishing, and logging vr on agriculture and
ranching. San Francisco, gradually Los Angeles, and to a lesser extent Seattle
developed some manufacturing, but by and large the West produced raw materials and
semi-finished goods. Outside of the Great Plains, it was more urban than the country
as a whole, and much of it was marked by other distinctive demographic patterns. In
many parts of the West men heavily outnumbered women, and immigration from
China, and later Japan and Mexico led to a racialization of work and demonization of
the Chinese and Japanese.

By the time the Depression hit in the 19305, large parts of the West were already
staggering under low commodity prices. This only increased the region’s sense of
resentrent. It saw itself as the hewer of wood and carrier of water for the East and as
exploited by Eastern capital and corporations. The New Deal gained immense
popularity in the West not only because New Deal policies brought some immediate
relief from the Depression but because so many New Deal projects — particularly the
dams on Western rivers — built up a Western infrastructure that while of little use in
the 1930s, would prove critical to Western development during and after World War
. '

The Depression shifted public resources westward, but World War II moved them in
that direction on a far more massive and enduring scale. The excess hydroelectric
power developed during the Depression now provided electricity for factories and
aluminum mills, as well as the new atomic works at Hanford, Washington. The West
gained a disproportionate share of military bases and government funding, Virtually
overnight, the West acquired a shipbuilding industry, and its infant aircraft industry
expanded enormously. The West had not produced a single commercial cargo vessel in
the 1930s, but during World War I, it accounted for fifty-two percent of American
shipbuilding production. Los Angeles set out to make itself the Detroit of the aircraft
industry, and it succeeded. As was the case in the wake of the Civil War, during World
War II the government subsidized large corporations such as Boeing, Kaiser,and
Lockheed that became critical to the Western economy.

Workers, including those who had taken part in the first large-scale African American
migration from the South to Northern industrial cities, came west to work in relatively
high-paying jobs in these factories. On the Pacific Coast, African American migrants
often moved into neighborhoods vacated by Japanese Americans and older Japanese
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immigrants who had been interned in concentration camps after Pearl Harbor. A
region that had supported the deportation and eviction of Mexican workers and their
Mexican American children in the 1930s urged their return in the 1940s. The West’s
population increased roughly three times as quickly as the population of the country as
a-whole. Much of this growth was on the Pacific Coast and most of it was urban.
Westerners feared the boom and growth would end following the war, but with the
onset of the Cold War, continued federal support for the new aerospace industry as
well as the maintenance of military bases spurred further growth. That expansion was
not even, of course, hut the old extractive economy was no longer at the core of the
West, Politically, the West remained more liberal and more supportive.of a strong
federal role in the econonty into the 1960s, but gradually this changed; and the region
grew steadily more conservative as the century went on.

In popular culture, the West is seen as dichromatic ~ with whites and Indians, In
reality, the West was more diverse than that, with 1arge~sga]e immigration from Asia,
Mexico, and later other places in Latin America, as well as Europe and Canada.

What is perhaps most striking about such a broad overview of the West during the last
century and a halfis that a region defined in the popular mind by icons of
individualism — cowboys, mountain men, gunfighters — can more accurately be seen as

 the child of government andlarge corporations. A place that we tend to define in terms

of nature and a timeless past is actually probably the most modern section of the
country. The West, as defined here, was born modern.

© Fhe tindan ahrman instiivda A 4 e arienn hetams 9006, All Rights Reserved.



Born Modern: An Overview of the West by, Richard White, Ph. D.
Directions: Please Read the attached article and answer the following questions below.

1. Why does White argue that the West is not a creation of geography, but of
history?

2. Why does White atgue that “the West is one of the many places that the
South lost and lost badly”?

3. How did the Civil War lead to the growth of federal power in the West?

4. What came first in the West - settlement or the development of economic
markets? Why?

5. What type of economic society developed i in the West after the Civil War?
Why did it develop?



6. How did the combination of a strong federal'government with an' mdustnal
and commercial society defeat Native Amerlcans?

7. What were the consequences of such a rapid westward expansion?

8. How did the federal government's response (“The New Deal”) to the Great
Depression of the 1930s change the west‘?

9. How did World War Il change the west?

10. According to White, what is striking when analyzing a broad overview of the
West?



A young boy, perhiuaps an orphan,
males his perilous way through life
on the rough streets of the city by
selling newspapers or peddling
matches. One day, his ¢nergy illd_ 5}9;

termination catches the eyc of &
weal ﬁs'iﬁn who gives him a_chance
to improve himself, Through honesty,
chatm, haed work, and aggressiveness,
the boy rises ig.the world to become
a successful mao. '

That, i a nutshell, is the story that

Hotratio Alger presented to his vast

public ift novel after novel—over 100 |

of them in all—for aver forty years.
purlag his lifetime, according te
gough cstimates,A;,pggi‘cans‘:bqugllt
over 100 million coptes of his novels.
After his death in 1899, his books

(and others written in his name) con-’

tinued to sell at an astondshing rate.
Even today; when the books them-
selves.are largely forgotten, the name,

" Horatio Alger has come to represeqt

the idea of individual advancement
through (in a phrase Alger ‘colned)
“pluck and juck? fieas flean
~ Alger was born.in 1832 into 4

middle-class New England family, at-
tended Haryard, and spent a short
thne as @ Unitacian minister. He hin-
self never experienced the hardships

_he later chrenicled. In the mid-1850s,

he turned to writing storles and books,
and continued to do so for the rest of
his life. His most fammous novel, Ragged
Dick, was published in 1868;but there
were many others that were almost
tdentical to it; Tom, the Bootblack,

Stnk or Swim;Jed, the Poorbouse Boy,

Phil, the Fiddler;Aredy Grant's Pluck.
Most of his books were aimed at,
young people,and almost all of them
wese fables ofa young man'srise
““from rags 19 riches!The purpose of
his wiiting, hé dained, was twofold.
He wanted to“exert a salutary, influ-
enge wpon the class of whom (1] was
writing, by setling before e inspic:
ifig examplés of what energyambl-
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cvén imore popular afier his dearh In 1899
than they had been in his Hifettme. This reprint
of one. of his many “ragsto-siches” stories—
about the risc of a Newr York newsboy to
wealth and success—ingiudes in the
background a renderlng of the “Met Life
Building," an eatly skyscrapers built in 1909..

gialso wanted to show his
7% gﬂddle&lq&s:readqrs “the life

i experlerices of the friendless and
Yagrant children to be fond in all our
cities” .

But Alger's Intentions probably had
little to do-with the success of his
books.Most Americans of the late nine-
teenth and eardy twentieth centuries
were attracted to Alger because his sto-
ties helped them to believe in one of
d of all their national
siible for lndividuals.
d with willpower.and
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| “dtton to honor living indlvidual
"y el own'eiforts had pulled

corporate industrialization was making’
it increasingly difficult for individuals
to control their own fates. A

Alger placed great emphasis on the‘. 4
moral qualities of his heroes; theic sucf:‘-
cess was a reward for their virtue, Bue 58
many of his readers ignored the moraf’
message and clung simply to the imaghs

the author's death, his publishers re-
sponded to that yeacning by 4bridging, 1
many of Alger’s works to eliminate the-25
pacts of his stories where the heroes de i
good deeds. Instead, they emphasized

in the world. ;
Alger himself had very mixed feel-¢2h

el

ings about the new ixdustrial order he;~
described. His boaks were meant to :é‘-‘x)‘
veal not just the opportunitics for ad %45
vancement it sometimes created, but "Xz
also its cruelty. That was one reason 4}?
that in almost all his books, his hetoes'zli";
telumphed not just because of their &
own virtues or efforts, but because of & 3
sorne amazing stroke of luck.To Alger, “ﬁf
at least, the modern age did not guar- ;
antee success through bard work "4
alone; there had to be some providen- }
tial assistance as well, Over.time, how- %
ever;Alger's admirérs came to ignore "k
s own misgivings about industrialisr f
and to portiay his books purely a8 cel-
ebrations of (and Justifications for) - -3
laissez-faire capitalism and the
accumulation of wealth.

An example of the transfogmation” 5
of Alger into a symbol of individual %
achievement is the HomtioAlger =3
Aswiatd, established in 1947 by the  _;
American Schools and Cpllege'séﬂssgdr:
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Name:
Pate:
Class: - , .
“Robber Barons and Rebels” A People’s History of the United States
- Howard Zinn, 1998

: e following POEFS
Pleage road pages # 8 otmri-ehapter and angwer the following
question thoughtfully: As you are reading please think about if Zinn might

have a bias or an agenda.

1. What examples does Zinn provide of the changing American
environment between the Civil Waxr and 19007 (288)

8, How was all thig development accomplished? (RB4)

B, What wag the resulb of fraud in the bullding of the transcontinental
raflroad? (R68) ‘ |

4, How 4id J.P. Morgan. bring rationality/organization to the national
economy? (8»’:3 . ' . ' -



5. What did John D. Rockefeller raslize about oll? What did he do a8 &
rogils? (256-287)

6. How wag the gmfernmen_t involved In the growti. of thage indusgtries (JP
Morgan, Rockefeller, Carneige)? (RBB-RBT) o

v. Describe the cycle Zinn Jays out at the bottom. of pg-RB7.

8. What does it mean to have & 1menopoly on gomething?
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How Big Businessmén Justified Their AOLS

One of the important bocks of the ninefeenth cenfury was Charles
Darwin's. The Origin of Species. This work daseribed all life as a struggle
in which anly the'filtest individuals managed fo survive. The result was @ -
socess of natoral selection of the best specimans and a gradual evoly-
fion of creatures into mare successful organisros. This view of animals
fighfing each other for @ limited food supply had a great impact on the,
thinking of nineteenth-century businessmien,

Today we do nof approve of John D. Rockefaller's forcing his com-
patitors out of business by getting secret rebates fram the railroad.
In his "day, howaever, businessmen saw fhis activity as a part of the
natural struggle for sumdival: The world af husiness wos like the jungle:
if o man did not fight; he would be crushed. Only the strongest or
swiftest stayed allve —or in the case of businessmen — onfy the shrawd-
est or toughest ended up rilllionaires. It is important to vnderstand this
point of yiew in order to see the post-Civil War years in clear per-
spective. 1t explains how the Rockefgllers, the Carnegias, the Morgans,
and the Vanderbills cauld put tagether thelr econamic empires ruthlessly
but with clear consciences. : ‘ .

In the following briet selactions we have quoted two stotements
arguing this position. The first is from Andrew Carnegie's "The Gospel of

Waalth” {1889). Carnegie began os o Scotfish immigrant ond rose te be
4 fabulously wealthy steal monufacturer., ’
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Tas price which socisty pays for the law of competition, Iike
the price it pays for cheap comforts and luurles, is also great; but
the advaptagcs of this Taw are also greater still, for it is to this
law thal we owe our wenderful material development,. which
brlags improved conditions in its train. But, whether the Taw be
benign or not, we miust sny of it, as we say of the change In the

i

ot evade it; no substitutes for it have been found; and while the
“jaw may be sometimes hard for the individual, it is best for the
race, Because it insures the sucvival of the fittest in every de-

. partment. We gceept and weleome, therefaré, as conditions to
which we must_accommodate ourselves, great inequality of on-
vironmment, the congentration of busingss, industrial and conmer-
cial, in the hands of a few, and the Jaw of copopetition between
these, as being not only beneficlal, bat essental for the future
progress of the rage. Having accepted these, it follows that there
must be great sgope for-the exérpise of special ability in the ‘mer-
chant and in the mamafactarer who has to conduct affeird npon a

great scale, ¥%

~capditiens of mes to which we, bave referred: It is here; we can- -

The ‘next statement is by William Graham Sumner, a profassor of
ecanomics at Yale, who wrole about 1880;

» TUEYE UV ELUVEUEU

PRIVATE property . . . produces inequalities between mc;n. The
struggle for existence s almed against nature. It is from her nig-
gardly hand that we-have to wrest the satisfactions for our needs
bu‘t our fellow-men .are our competitors for the meager supply'
Compétiﬁon, therefore, is a law of natutre, Nature is enﬁrdy ncu:
tral; she. submits to him' who most energetically and resolutely
8533-1.15 he;, She grants her rewdrds to the fittest, therefore, withoiit
regaid to other considerations of any kind. If, then thex;e be lib-
erty, men get from her just in proportion to their Wc;rks, and ‘their

“having acd enjoying are just in proportion to theit bejng and their

doing. Such is the system. of nature. If we .do not like it, and if
we lry to amend it, there is cnly one way in which we’c'an de
it. We can take from the better and give to the worse. We- can
deflect the penalties of those who have done il and thfow them
on those who have done batter. We can take the rewards -from
those who have done better’ and give them to those..who have
done worse. We shall thus lessen the Inequalities. We shall favor
the.survival of the unfittest, and we shall accomplish this by de-
stroying liberty. Let it be understood that we carnol go outside
OEA this alternative: liberty, inequality, survival of the fittest; not-
hfberty, equality, survival of the unfittest. The former c,a‘rrics

society forward and favors all jis best mezmberns; the latter carties

society downwards and favors al its woist members, €¥
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Andrew Carnegie: How to Succeed tn Life

Source: http:// www.clpgh.org/exhibit/ neighborhoodsVoakland/ oak n751.html
From The Pittsburg Bulletin, 9 December 1903. Reprinted from the New York Tribune.

Everybody wants to preach to the young, and tell them to be good and they will be
happy. I shall not enter far upon that field, but confine myself to presenting from a
business man's standpoint of view, a few rules, Which; I believe, lie at the root of
business success.

First—-Never enter a bar-room. Do not drink liquor as a beverage. | will not paint the
evil of drunkenness, or the moral crime; but I suggest to you that it is low and
common to enter a bar-room, unworthy of any self-respecting man, and sure to fasten
upon you a taint which will operate to your disadvantage in life, whether you ever
become a drunkard or not. |

Second—I wish young men would not use tobacco—not that it is morally wrong, except
in so far as it is used in excess and injures health, which the medical faculty declares it
does. But the use of tobacco requires young men to withdraw themselves from the
society of women to indulge the habit. I think the absence of women from any
assembly tends to lower the tone of that assembly. The habit of smoking tends to carry
young men into the society of men whom it is-not desirable that they should choose as
their intimate associates. The practice of chewing tobacco was once common. Now it is
considered offensive. I believe the race is soon to take another step forward, and that
the coming man is to consider smoking as offensive as chewing was formally
considered. As it is practically abandoned now, so I believe smoking will be.

Third—Having entered uron work, continue in that line of work. Fight it out on that
line (except in extreme cases), for it matters little what avenue a young man finds first.
Success can be attained in -.ay branch of human labor. There is always room at the top
in every pursuit. Concentrate all yohr thought and energy upon the performance of
your duties. Put all your eggs “1to one basket and then watch that basket, do not-
scatter y01ir shot. The man who is director in a half dozen railroads and three or four
manufacturing companies, OF who tries at one and the same time to work a farm, a
factory, a line of street cars, 2 political party and a store, rarely amounts to much. He
may be concerned in the management of more than one business enterprise,A but they
should all be of the one kind, which he understands. The great successes of life are
made by concentration.

Fourth—Do not think a man has done his full duty when he has-performed the work
assigned him. A man will never rise if he does only this. Promotion comes from

e



exceptional work. A man must discover where his employer's interests can be served
beyond the range of the special work allotted to him; and whenever he sees his |
employer's interests suffer, or wherever the latter's interests can be promoted, tell him
so. Differ from your employers upon what you think his mistakes. You will never make
much of a success if you do not learn the needs and opportunities of your own branch
much better than your employer can possibly do. You have been told to "obey orders if
you break owners." Do no such foolish thing. If your employer starts upon a course
which you think will prove injurious, tell him so, protest, give your reasons, and stand
to them unless convinced you are wrong. It is the young man who does this, that
capital wants for a partner or for a son-in-law.

Fifth--Whatever your wages are, saved little. Live within your means. The heads of
stores, farms, banks, lawyers' offices, physicians‘ offices, insurance companies, mills and
factories are not seeking capital; they are seeking brains and business habits. The man
who saves a little from his income has given the surest indication of the qualities which
every employer is seeking for.

Sixth—Never speculate. Never buy or sell grain or stocks upon a margin. If you have
savings, invest them in solid securities, lands or property. The man who gambles upon
the exchanges is in the condition of the man who gambles at the gaming table. He
rarely, if ever, makes a permanenfc'succe's‘s; His judgment goes; his.faculties are
snapped; and his end, as a rule, is nérvoué~ prostration after an unworthy and useless
life.

Seventh—If you ever enter business for yourself, never indorse for others. It is
dishonest. All your resources and all your credit are the sacred property of the men .
who have trusted you; and until you have surplus cash and owe no man, it is dishonest
to give your name as an indorser to others. Give the cash you can spare, if you wish, to
help a friend. Your name is too sacred to give.

Do not make riches, but usefulness, your first aim; and let your chief pride be that your
daily;bccupati,oﬁ is in the line of progreés and development; that your work, in
whatever capacity it may be, is useful work, Honestly conducted, and as such ennobling
to your life. ‘

To sum up, do not drink, do not smoke, do not indorse, do not speculate. Concentrate,
perform more than your prescribed duties; be strictly honest in word and deed. And may
all who read these words be just as happy and prosperous and long lived as I wish them
all to be. And let this great fact always cheer them: It is impossible for any one to be.
cheated out of an honorable career uriless he cheats himself. '
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Andrew Carnegie: The Gospel of Wealth, 1889
Andrew Camegie, “Wealth," North American Review, 148, no. 391 (June 1889): 653, 657 62.
Andrew Carnegie (1835 1919) was a massively successful business man - his wealth was based on the
provision of iron and steel to the railways, but also a man who recalled his radical roots in Scotland before
his immigration to the United States. To resolve what might seem to be contradictions between the creation
" of wealth, which he saw as proceeding from immutable social laws, and social provision he came up with

the notion of the "gospel of wealth®. He lived up to his word, and gave away his fortune to socially
beneficial projects, most famously by funding libraries. His approval of death taxes might surprise modern
billionaires! . :

The problem of our age is the administration of wealth, so that the ties of brotherhood
may stil{ bind together the rich and poor in harmonious relationship. The conditions of
human life have not only been changed, but revolutionized, within the past few hundred

~ years. In former days there was little difference between the dwelling, dress, food, and
environment of the chief and those of his retainers. . . . The contrast between the palace
of the millionaire and the cottage of the {aborer with us to day measures the change which
has come with civilization. : :

This change, however, is not to be deplored, but welcomed as highly beneficial. It is well,
nay, essential for the progress of the race, that the houses of some should be homes for all
that is highest and best in literature and the arts, and for all the refinements of civilization,
rather than that none should be so. Much better this great irregularity than universal
squalor. Without wealth there can be no Maecenas [Note: a rich Roman patron of the
arts]. The "good old times" were not good old times . Neither master nor servant was as
well situated then as to day. A relapse to old conditions would be disastrous to both-not

~ the Jeast so to him who serves-and would sweep away civilization with it.....

We start, then, with a condition of affairs under which the best interests of the race are
promoted, but which inevitably gives wealth to the few. Thus far, accepting conditions as
they exist, the situation can be surveyed and pronounced good. The question then arises- -
and, if the foregoing be correct, it is the only question with which we have to deal-What
is the proper mode of administering wealth after the laws upon which civilization is
founded have thrown it into the hands of the few? And itis of this great question that I
believe I offer the true solution. It will be understood that fortunes are here spoken of, not
moderate sums saved by many years of effort, the returns from which are required for the
comfortable maintenance and educ¢ation of families. This is not wealth, but only
competence, which it should be the aim of all to acquire. .

There are but three modes.in which surplus wealth can be disposed of. It can be left to the
~ families of the decedents; or it can be bequeathed for public purposes; or, finally, it can
be administered during their lives by its possessors. Under the first and second modes
most of the wealth of the world that has reached the few has hitherto béen applied. Letus
in turn consider each of these modes. The first is the most injudicious. In monarchial
countries, the estates and the greatest portion of the wealth are left to the first son, that the
vanity of the parent may be gratified by the thought that his name and title are to descend
to succeeding generations unimpaired. The condition of this class in Europe to day
teaches the futility of such hopes or ambitions. The successors have become
impoverished through their follies or from the fall in the value of land.... Why should

men leave great fortunes to their children? If this is done from affection, is it not.
misguided affection? Observation teaches that, generally speaking, it is not well for the
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children that they should be so burdened. Neither is it well for the state. Beyond
providing for the wife and daughters moderate SOUrces of income, and very moderate
allowances indeed, if any, for the sons, men may well hesitate, for it is no longer
questionable that great sums bequeathed oftener work more for the injury than for the
good of the recipients. Wise men will soon conclude that, for the best interests of the
mermbers of their families and of the state, such bequests are an improper use of their
means.

As to the second mode, that of leaving wealth at death for public uses, it may be said that
this is only a means for the disposal of wealth, provided a man is content to wait until he
is dead before it becomes of much good in the world.... The cases are not few in which
the real object sought by the testator is not attained, nor are they few in which his real
wishes are thwarted.... “ ' o .

The growing disposition to tax more and more heavily large estates left at death is a
cheering indication of the growth of a salutary change in public opinion.... Of all forms of
taxation, this seems the wisest. Men who continue hoarding great sums all their lives, the
proper use of which for public ends would work good to the community, should be made
to feel that the community, in the form of the state, cannot thus be deprived of its proper

- share. By taxing estates heavily at death, the state marks its condemnation of the selfish

millionaire's unworthy life.
... This policy would work pawerfully to induce the rich man to attend to the
administration of wealth during his life, which is the end that society should always have

~ in view, as being that by far most fruitful for the people....

=k

There remains, then, only. one mode of using great fortunes: but in this way we have the
true antidote for the temporary unequal distribution of wealth, the reconciliation of the
rich and the poor-a reign of harmony-another ideal, differing, indeed from that of the
Communist in requiring only the further evolution of existing conditions, not the total
overthrow of our civilization. It is founded upon the present most intense individualism,
and the race is prepared to put it in practice by degrees whenever it pleases. Under its
sway we shall have an ideal state, in. which the surplus weaith of the few will become, in
the best sense, the property of the many, because administered for the common good, and
this wealth, passing through the hands of the few, can be made a much more potent force
for the elevation of our race than if it had been distributed in small sums to the people’
themselves. Even the poorest can be made to see this, and to agree that great sums
gatherediby some of theit fellow citizens and spent for public purposes, from which the
masses reap the principal benefit, are hore valuable to them than if scattered among them
through the course of many years in trifling amounts. '

This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of Wealth: First, to set an example of modest,
unostentatious living, shunning display or extravagance; to provide moderately for the
légitimate wants of those dependent upon him; and after doing 0 tO consider all surpius
fevenues which come to him simply as trust funds, which he is called upon to administer,
and strictly bound as a matter of duty to administer in the manner which, in his judgment,
‘< best calculated to produce the most beneficial result for the community-the man of
wealth thus becoming the sole-agent and trustee for his poorer brethren, bringing to their
service his superior wisdom, experience, and ability to administer-doing for them better
than they would or could do for themselves.” "
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Lifestyles At the Turn of the Century

The average American worker's annual wage at the turn of the twentieth
century was around $450. Some earned much more, others, considerably less.
For example, in 1900 a cook earned about $5 a week or $260 a year. A maid
earned less, around $3.50 a week or $180 a year. .

On the other end of the spectrum were the millionaires. In 1900,
approximately one percent of the American population owned over eighty
percent of the wealth. For example; Andrew Carnegie earned over $23,000,000
that year, all of it tax-free, because the federal income tax system did not y=at
exist. Many millionaires of the time became rich quickly. They actually had to
find ways to spend their money. Their spending fell into four major categories:

| Town Houses — Millionaires built and furnished multi-million dollar
homes, primarily in New Yor}_{, City.

9 “Country Houses” — Many millionaires had country estates in Newport,
Rhode Island and on Long Island. William K. vanderbilt's house-in
Newport allegedly cost over. $11 million. Another Vanderbilt house
(called Idle Hour) had 110 rooms, 45 bathrooms, and a garage that could
hold 100 aatomobiles. J. Pierpont Morgan owned a house in Néw York
City, a country house outside the city, a 1,000-acre estate in New York’s .
Adirondack Mountains, an-apartment in a private club on the Georgia
coast, a fishing retreat at Neyvport, a house in London, a country. house:
outside London, hotel suites-in Paris and Rome, a yacht for use on the
~ Atlantic and the Mediterranean, arid a private Nile steamer to use when
he was in Egypt. S

Art — Many millionaires boughﬁ both foreign and domestic art objects,
such as paintings, tapestries, statues, and fabrics. One family owned
two pianos made of gold. : '

¢

4 Entertainment — Lavish paréies were common. Below is a description of
a dinner for forty held at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York Cityin
1899: : ' ~

His guests found the Myrtle Room transformed info a garden with
roses, hyacinths, and tulips in bloom and with hedges of fir.
Nightingales, blackbirds, and. canaries sang in the greenery. (it had
‘been something of a trick to induce the zo0 authorities to loan some
nightingales for the affair.) The table was set in an. arbor with a vine-
covered trellis overhead and with green turf underfoot. The menus
were painted in gold on scraped and polished coconuts. . . . And the
dinner, which was served on gold plates, went as follows: ‘

Copyrigh€ © 1993 by Cornfield Publications, P.O.-i)%x‘l{i’glii, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. Reproduction .
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o Buffet Russe

o Cocktalls

o Small Blue Point Oysters

o Lemardelais a la Princesse

e Amontillado Pasado

* Green Turtle Soup

* Bolivar

¢ Basket of Lobster

* Columbine of Chicken, Calzfornza Style .

* Roast Mountain Sheep, with Puree of Chestnuts (the sheep

having been brought to New York by fast express in small

~portable refrigerators)

o Jelly

¢ Brussels Sprouts Saute

¢ New Asparagus, Cream Sauce and Vinaigrette

» Mumm’s Extra Dry and Moet & Chandon Brut

s Diamond Black Terrapin

* Ruddy Duck (likewise rushed by express in small

refrigerators) .

e Orange and Grapefruit Salad

» Fresh Strawberries

* Blue Raspberries

e Vanilla Mousse

* Bonbons, Coffee Fruit *

What, did this dinner cost the host? In 1899 the bill was $10,000. Today,
the same dininer would cost over $100,000. Newspapers frequently '
. carried articles about such extravagant spendmg by American
mﬂhonalrec ,
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Heaven Will Protect the Working Girl Viewing Guide
Add descriptions to the items listed below.

City Life

Labor Problems

Immigration

Transportation

Buildings

Clothing

_Activities conducted by people Types of people (race, gender, class)
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1 9_—7 Conspicuous Consumption (1899)

-~

Thorstein Veblen Thorstein Veblen (1857-1929) published The Theory of the Leisure Class in 1899
Veblen’s thesis centered on the idea of conspicuous consumption. In his view, the pur:
chases and interests of the wealthy were intended to demonstrate their superiority. T
theory proved more popular than its author. Something of an iconoclast, Veblen faileu
to capitalize on the critical success of his work. He held a series of teaching jobs before

his death.

Source: Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class: An Economic Stud ituti
i , s of Institut.
(1899; reprint, New York: Modern Library, 1934), 73-75, 140-143. Y of Institutions

During the earlier stages of economic development, con--
sumption of goods without stint, especially consumption
of the better grades of goods—ideally all consumption in
excess of the subsistence minimum,—pertains normally to
the leisure class.

The quasi-peaceable gentleman of leisure, then, not
only consumes of the staff of life beyond the minimum re-
quired for subsistence and physical efficiency, but his. con-
sumption also undergoes a specialisation as regards the \f‘:g{} ‘\(;‘%“‘; . I ©
quality of the goods consumed. He consumes freely and of 4 . S ©
the best, in food, drink, narcotics, shelter, services, orna-
ments, apparel, weapons and accoutrements, amMUSEMENLS,
amulets, and idols or divinities. In the process of gradual
amelioration which takes place in the articles of his con-

o ,5 Q‘}

E?

PR e
sumption, the motive principle and the proximate aim of
innovation is no doubt the higher efficiency of the im-
proved and more elaborate products for personal comfort
and well-being. But that does-not remain the sole purpose
of their consumption. The canon of reputability is at hand
and seizes upon such innovations as are, according to its
standard, fit to survive. Since the consumption of these )
more excellent goods is an evidence of wealth, it becomes ‘ -
honorific; and convérsely, the failure to consume in due .
quantity and quality becomes a mark of inferiority and de-
merit. : ) )
This growth of punctilious discrimination as to quali-
" tative excellence in eating, drinking, etc., presently affects ) : .
not only the manner of life, but also the training and intel- %\\I\\—Q, Cﬁ"ﬁ gﬁ)\lc 19! O (%
lectual activity of the gentleman of leisure. He is no longer .
simply the successful, aggressive male,—the man of : 5 P 4
strength, resource, and intrepidity. In order to avoid gu_lg_—_ CC&@B\S{‘&(ﬁ Q\\{\
fication he must also cultivate his tastes, for it now be-
Comes incumbent on him to discriminate with some nicety :
between the noble and the ignoble in consumable goods.
He becomes a connoisseur in creditable viands of various
degrees of merit, in manly beverages and trinkets, in
scemly apparel and architecture, in weapons; games,
danders, and the narcotics.
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STRIKERS AND mOmGHHmHm IN THE GILDED AGE ~ 237

Edward Bellamy, hoomc..:m Backward: 2000-1887
1888)"

“And, in heaven’s name, who are the public enemies?” exclaimed Dr. Leete. “Are
they France, England, Germany, o hunger, cold, and nakedness? In your day gov-
ernmments were accustomed, on the slightest international misunderstanding, to seize
upon the bodies of citizens and deliver them over by hundreds of thousands to death
and mutilation, wasting their treasures the while like water; and all this oftenest
for no imaginable profitto the victims. We have no war now and our govern-
ments NO War powers, but in order to protect every citizen against hunger, cold,
and nakedness, and provide for all his physical and mental needs, the funcrion is
assumed of directing his industry fora term of years. No, Mr. West, ] am sure on
reflection you will perceive char it was in your age, net in ours, that the extension
of the functions of governments Was extraordinary. Not even for the best ends
iould men now allow their governments such powers as were then used for the
most maleficent.” E

“]_eaving comparisons aside,” 1 said, “the demagoguery and corruption of our
public men would have been considered, in my day, insuperable objections to any
assumption by government of the charge of the national industries. We should have
thought that no arrangement could be worse than to entrust the politicians with
control of the wealth-producing machinery of the country. lts material interests
were quite t00 much the football of parties as it was.”

“No doubt you were right,” rejoined Dr. Leete, “but all thatis changed now.
We have no parties Or politicians, and as for demagoguery and corruption, they
are words having only an hiscorical significance.”

«}{uman nature itself must have changed very much,” T said.

“Not at all,” was Dr. Leete’s reply, “but the conditions of human life have
changed, and with them the motives of human action. The organization of soci-
ety with you was such thar officials were under a constant remptation to misuse
their power for the private profit of themselves or sthers.-Under such circum-
stances it seems almost strange that you dared entrust them with any of your
affairs. Nowadays, on the contrary; society is $0 constituted that there isabsolutely
no way in which an official, however ill-disposed, could possibly make any profit
for himself or anyone else by 2 misuse of his power, Let him be as bad an official
asyou please, he cannot be a corrupt one. There is no motive to be. The social sys-
tem no longer offers a premium on dishonesty. But these are tatters which you
can only understand as you come, with time, to know us better.” .

“But you have not yet told me how you have sectled the labor problem. Ttis the
problem of capital which we have been discussing,” I said. “A%=r the nation had

238 ~ CHAPTER ELEVEN

assumed conduct of the mills, machinery, railroads, farms, mines, and capital in gen-
eral of the country, the labor question still remained. In assuming the responsibil-
ities of capital the nation had assumed the difficuldes of the capiralist’s position.”

“The moment the nation assumed the responsibilities of capiral those diffi-
culties vanished,” replied Dr. Leete. “The national organization of labor under
one direction was the complete solution of what was, in your day and under your
system, justly regarded as the insoluble laber problem. When the nation became
the sole employer, all the citizens, by virtue of theif citizenship, became employ-
ees, to be distributed according to the needs of industry.”

“Thais,” I suggested, “you have simply applied the principle of universal mil-
jrary service, as it was understood in our day, t© the labor question.”

“Yes,” said.Dr. Leete, “that was something which followed as a matter of course
as soon as the nation had become the sole capitalist. The people were already

accustomed to the idea that the obligation of every citizen, not physically dis-

- abled, to contribute his milicary services to the defense of the nation was equaland

absolute. That it was equally the duty of every citizen to contribute his quota of
industrial or intellectual services to the maintenance of the nation was equally
evident, though it was not until the nation became the employer of labor that cit-
izens were able to render this sort of service with any pretense either of universal-
ity or equity. No organization of labor was possible when the employing power Was
divided among hundreds or théusands of individuals and corporations, beihreen
which concert of any kind was néither desired, nor indeed feasible. It cont atly
happened then chat vast numbers who desired to labor could find no owwonﬂin&
and on the other harid, those who desired to evade a part ot all of their debr could

easily do so.”

“Gervice, now, 1 SUppOSe; is compulsory upon all,” T suggested.
“It is rather a matter of course than of corpulsion,” replied Dr. Leete. “Tt &

_ regarded as 50 absolutely natural and reasonable that the idea ofits being compulsor,

has ceased to be thought of.” . .-

“Is the term of service in this ‘ndustrial army for life?”

“Oh, nos it both begins later and-énds earlier than the average working perio
in your. day. Your workshops were filled with children and old men, bit we hol
the period: of youth sacred to educdtion, and the period of maturity, when tt

" physical forces begin to flag, equally sacred to-ease and-agreeable relaxation. T}

period of i dustrial service is twenty-four years, beginning at the close oT.,_
course of education at twenty-one and termifiating at forcy-five. Afier forty-fiv
while discharged from labor, the citizen still remains liable to special calls, in ¢z
of emergencies causing a sudden great increase in the demand for labor, till

reaches the age of fifty-five, but such calls are rarely; in fact almost never, mad
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I: View from the top: how do Captains of Tndustry live?

Define: Conspicuous Consumption

1. How does Conspicuous Consumption help us to understaﬁd why the Captains of
Industry lived the way they did? ’

2. Individualism or Collectivism? (circle one and explain below)

II: View from the Bottom
Let us examine how people lived at the bottom of this hierarchy. Complete a SIGHT
analysis with a partner based on the images that are passed out.

Characteristics of Life at the bottom:

® @ ® e ® o [ 3

a
o
]
L]
e
9
[
e‘
[}

[II: Justifications: How do the wealthy justify their actions and lifestyles in the face of
such inequality? ‘

_28_



19-2 A Visitor in Chicago (1 892)

Giuseppe Giacosa

again. It is inhabited by s
smoke-eating savages, at t

Rudyard Kipling said of Chicago, “Having seen it, [ urgently desire never to see P
avages.”AKipling might have added that the residents were
hat. Coal, used for residential heating and industrial power, .

led to what now would be recognized as a serious air pollution problem. Gluseppe Gi-
acosa (1847-1906) encogntered that problem during a visit from Italy in 1892.

Source: Giuseppe Giacosa,

16-28, trans. L. B. Davis, i

Visitors, 1673-1933, 276-278. Copyright © 1933 by the University of Chicago Press.

Reprinted by permission.

“Chicago and Her Italian Colony,” Nuova Antologia (March 1893), -
n Bessie Louise Pierce, ed., As Others See Chicago: Impressions of

I had two different impressions of Chicago, one sensual

and immedidte, which comes from seeing persons and
things. The other, intellectual and gradual, born from intel-

ligence, induction and comparisons. To the eye, the city ap-
pears abominable. . . . I would not want to live there for

anything in the world. T think that whoever ignores it is
not entirely acquainted with our century and of what is its
ultimate expréssion. '

During my stay of one week, I did not see in Chicago.

anything but darkness: smoke, clouds, dirt and an extraor-
dinary number _of sad and grieved persons. Certain remote

quarters are the exception, i which there breathes from '

litele houses and tiny gardens a tranquil air of rustic habi-
~ tation where a curious architecture with diverting and im-
* mature whims makes a pleasant appearance, where the

houses seem to be toys for the use of the hilariem29zz.e

who live there in complete repose, eating candy, swinging
in their- faithful little rocking chairs, and contemplating
oleographs.! - S

But with the exception of these rare cases, the rich me-
tropolis gave me a sense of oppression so grave that I still
doubt whether, beyond their factories, there exist celestial
spaces. Was it a storm-cloud? I cannot say, because the
covered sky spreads a light equal and diffused, which
makes ao shade; whiile fiere, depent! g on the time of day,
a few thick shadows line the houses. And I can not even
say that a ghost of the sun shines, because the appearance
of things close up makes me always uncertain and cop

" fused. T am inclined to believe that that spacious plain, ¢4,

1An oleographisa chromolithograph printed with oil paint on canvas

. in imitation of an oil painting.
3
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Chapter 19 The Rise of the City

”ol.'our“‘ which stretches along the edge of the city, without intent to deceive. I did not see any in operation,
ed - . - .
ppeafs to the eye three hundred paces wide, and however; October, as it seems, still yields to the most deli-
fs‘in gray space, might be the lake; but I cate the use of the natural nose, but the kingdom of the ar-

bse to it with security. Certainly the ships tificial must be nearby, and I cannot forgive myself for hav-

i éugh a dense atmosphere rather than a watery ing missed seeing it.
S . Furthermore, the mass of factories is overpowering
7 Lfecall one morning when Thappened to be on a high without being imposing. That immense building, the Audi-
. rail i5ad viaduct. From it the city seemed to smolder a vast torium, where there is a hotel for more than 1,000 guests,
unyi‘eldirig' -conflagration, so much was it wrapped in an abundance of seats and writing desks of every kind, a
smoke. . . . Perhaps, in Chicago, I was influenced by bad conservatory of music, and on the sixth or seventh floor, I
weather, by which incentive I do not affirm how things don’t recall which, a theatre seating 8,000 persons; is this
may be, but that I saw them thus, and hence was born the not marvelous to think upon? Its vastness lacks ostenta-
ill-tempered, pouting expiession which I read on almost tion it is a vastness of the whole; ostentation means a co-
every face. It made me feel, in noting it, how I jnterpose in ordination of parts. All the immense factories of Chicago
such a crowd; a few might show a little courtesy, I do not have low, squatty doors and suffocating stories which the
mean with hats off, but by a nod or glance of recognition. menacing building crushes ridiculously. The two floors of
They all were running about desperately. In New York the Tolomei Palace at Siena would be, in Chicago, divided
there are more people than in Chicago, and none idle; nev- into eight compartments. Certain important houses of
ertheless I observe on their streets our same quick friendli- twenty stories do not measure’ one and half voltas, the
ness. Here, it seems to me, all might be lost, as 1, without height of the Stozzi Palace. Surely they take care to mask
company in the formidable tumult. Or if two persons the frequency of compartments by means of openings
should discourse together, their speech would bein a whin- which reach from the first floor to the fourth, but to see
ing tone, low and nasal, without the least variance of ac- this from the street, in the height of a single window, three
cent. . . . They say that all Americans have nasal voices. ‘men seated at three writing desks, people and furniture al-
That does not seem to me true of New Yorkers, or only most suspended in the air, and leaning against a transpar-
slightly; but it could be said of Chicagoans that their voices ent wall, gives one a feeling of irritating unrest. . . .
§ " come out of their nostrils, and that articulation is made in The dominant characteristic of the. exterior life of
the pharynx. It is a positive fact that a great many noses in Chicago is violence. Everything leads you to extreme €X-
Chicago are in a continuous pathological condition. I have pressions: dimensions, movements, noises, rumors, win-'
seen in many shop windows certain apparatus for covering dow displays, spectacles, ostentation, thisery, activity, and
the nose, a kind of nasal protectos; or false nostrils—but alcoholic degradation.

Questions

1. Giacosa, familiar with historic Ttalian cities, might have had set notions about
what a city should be. Does he betray any. prejudices in describing Chicago?

9. What sources of pollution do you imagine Giacosa encountered?

3, Why might many Americans of the period have celebrated the smokiness of their
cities? .

s
@V\i\\ ;’G’ - |
NAN'¢
{ f ! | W
4 e
A | . — .
TS Questions for Further Thought :
1. Why have Americans tended to view cities from the perspective of Giuseppe Gia-
~ cosa (Document 19-2) and not that of Frederic Howe (Document 19-1)?
‘2. Using Giacosa as an example, discuss the advantages and problems facing a histo-
rian who uses eyewitness accounts. .
Technology allowed city dwellers to build skyscrapers, design reliable mass-transit
systems, and safeguard water supplies..In lightof those successes, how do you ex-
plain the persistence of problems like inadequate education and housing?
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Name: . Us32

Date: '

“When Should The Goveznment Get Involved?

Directions: For eachofthe following sirations write yes i youfeel thegoveriment sho uldger
irmolved ar no §f youfeel izskiotdd notgelinvolved.

.1 Agompany has forced all its competitors out of business bY'Seg;};:(:)t deals and now
s raised prices.

9. Evidence suggests that meat-packing compenies are sellingrottenmeat to the
public. '
8, Avwliite man tefiises to rent an apartmentn hishome to allackeman,

——

A, A eompany has achieved amonppﬁl‘y on its product byutriderfselﬁng all it§
competitors. Jts avety efficicnt; well-run business. g

5. Tumber compasics are wasting forests that havetaken centiuries to grow.

__6. Fourrailtoadsinan aredbasé-combined into enefargeraflrond, leaving thespeople '
there-at: themercy of thenew monopoly. ' v

__7.Acompanyefusesto ‘hire anyone unless the persoh promisesrotto joi a nrfiom:

8. Evidence suggeststhat a company do esnottake precautions to protectits
workers. Several workers have been b, bt e eompaﬁ_ywﬂlnotpaybeneﬁtscwfthafmgﬁes.

9. Sosie compantes hire mostly children and pay them very low wagss.

10. Renters charge thatheirlandlord is natamsking fscded repaizs in their
apartments, Wiichis endangeﬂngﬂmmnte’m"heﬁlth,

. Wiire agreeor disagree nexito eashaidtentens

11, Peaplewho ivheritmoney don't deservo tokeepitall. They sheuld pay an
itheritance tax, ' ' o

o 12. Rich people should be taxes at a highex rafe than poorpeople.
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orev ious |
Using the net pg, £l in the reasons why you think the gov’t should or should not get
involved for each of the #'s (1-12)
1.

2.

10.

11.

‘12.

Write down 6 ways that the Populists want the government to get involved: Then,
write down why you think that s a valid reason or not for the government to intervene.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Based on what is happening in the 1890s, would you agree that the government MUST -
get involved? Why or why not? :

-32-
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After the Civil War, the United States continued to industrialize. Railroads, manufaéturing, and banking belonged to
large corporations and a small number of wealthy people. The Second Industrial Revolution focused population growth
and money in the cities. '

Farmers, too, used more machines. Using machines increased productivity, but machines cost cash for purchase and
maintenance. Farmers borrowed money to produce more. Then prices for farm products plunged.

Falling Prices

In 1867, U.S. farmers produced 211 million bushels of wheat. The average price per bushel was
$2.01. One year later, in 1868, they plowed more land, planted more wheat, and harvested 246
million bushels. But this time, they received only $1.46 per bushel. By 1869, with even more
wheat produced, the price fell to 91 cents per bushel.

Cotton, the other major cash crop, saw a similar decline a few years later. In 1866, cotton
brought 31 cents per pound. From 1870 to 1873, cotton averaged about 15.1 cents a pound. By
=g, it dropped to an average of 5.8.cents per pound. Cotton cost about seven cents per [
‘Lwdnd to produce. '

in 1889, corn prices in Kansas dropped to 10 cents a bushel. With prices that low, farmers burned com for fuel instead
of selling it. The South and the West, as major farming areas, were hardest hit by falling prices.

‘Who Is the Efiemy?
Farmers looked for the cause of their problems. One easily identified culprit was the railroad. Farmers needed
railroads to transport their products to markets. Railroads, having a monopoly on transportation, charged whatever they

could get away with charging. They gave rebates to large shippers but no breaks to small farmers.

The financial system looked like an enemy, too. Bankers held morigages and foreclosed on farms. The national
monetary system, tied to gold, limited the amount of money in circulation. That drove up interest rates.

Taxes and tariffs also handicapped farmers. Farmers had to pay property taxes on land, regardless of whether they
made money. Tariffs protected manufacturers from foreign competition but did not protect farmers.

Coming Together

| Farmers began to organize. First came the Patrons of Husbandry, commonly known as
| the Grange, started in Minnesota. The Grange started cooperatives that allowed farmers

http://americanhistory.abc—cllo.com/TopIcs/Display/1187809?sid=11B7809&cid=41&oid=0&view=print Page 1 of 3
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3| to pool their money to get better prices on machinery and supplies. It also pushed for
| regulation of railroads and grain elevators.

'; After 1880, the Grange gave way to regional farmers' alliances. The Colored Farmers

| Alliance organized black farmers, and a few white farmers, in the South. Other regional
alliances organized white farmers in the South and farmers in other parts of the country.

he farmers' alliances represented the people, not the moneyed interests. They were neither Democrats nor

tepublicans —they were populists.

he various farmers' alliances met in Ocala, Florida in 1890 and backed candidates in the 1890 elections. They elected
ve U.S. senators, six governors, and 46 congressional representatives. With that electoral success, the alliances
ecided to work together. Meeting in Omaha in 1892, they agreed on six demands:

. A permanent union of all working classes;

. Wealth for the workers;

. Government ownership of railroads;

. Government ownership of all communications systems; ’ ,

. More flexible and fair distribution of the national currency;

. No more ownership of land by those who do not actually use it.

eople's Party

1 1892, the Populist Party (also known as the People's Party) emerged as a national force. The Populist Party tried to
nite white and black farmers in the South, farmers in the South and West, and farmers and workers. The Populist
arty only got a million votes in the 1892 presidential election, but it elected 10 U.S. representatives, five U.S.

enators, three state governors, and about 1,500 members of state legislatures.

anic of 1893

-~

1 1893, a greaf depression struck known as the Panic of 1893, throwing as many as 20% of all
sople out of work. Banks and businesses failed. President Grover Cleveland decided that the
ay to get the country out of the depression was to stop buying silver and go back to the gold
andard, reducing the amount of money in circulation. It didn't work. -

| 1896, the Democrats nominated Populist William Jennings Bryan of Nebraska to run against
epublican William McKinley. The Populists, some with great reluctance, joined in nominating
ryan. Even with two parties backing him, Bryan lost to McKinley. Bryan carried only farm states
ad the South. All of the cities of the industrial North voted Republican. The Populist Party never
scovered from the defeat.

//amencanhlstoryabc—cllo com/Topics/Display/11878097sid= 1187809&c|d =41&oid=0&view= prmt Page 2 of 3 -
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The Election of 1896

The presidential election of 1896 was one of the most exciting and complicated in U.S. history. It touched on many
different themes that were important to life in the United States at the time, such as: ) ;

Free Coinade of Silver: The most controversial issue in the election concerned the use of gold and/or silver to
back the nation's currency. The nation was divided between those who believed in the unlimited coinage of silver
(known as free silver) and those who supported the exclusive use of gold.

Women's Issues: Even though women could only vote for national offices in three states, they were politically

active throughout the election and called aftention to issues that affected their lives.

Farmers' Issues: Farmers argued for a looser money supply that would benefit debtors; lower tariffs that would
benefit working-class consumers; an income tax on the wealthy; and a fight against monopolies and trusts.

Prohibition: Some people believed that the consumption of alcoholic beverages threatened social, commercial,

_ industrial, and political aspects of American life and were therefore opposed to its manufacture and sale.

Tariffs: Tariffs had been a key political issue throughout the 19th century, with industrial and Northeastern
interests generally in favor, farmers usually opposed.

Trusts and Monopolies: Working-class people, many of whom faced either hazardvous working conditions and low

wages or had to pay prices imposed by monopolies, were opposed to the size and power of big business in

America. ‘

Think about the different views surrounding these divisive issues and how each might be portrayed in a political
cartoon. Then click on the following political cartoons about the 1896 election. As you are looking at each cartoon,
decide which one of the campaign issues it represents and which viewpoint it is portraying.

Click on http://projects.vassar.edu/1896/0725judge.html, then answer the following questions:
1. Which major theme of the 1896 presidential election does this cartoon portray?

2.

What is the main idea of this political cartoon?

http://amerlcanhistory.abc—clio.com/Topics/Worksheet/1187809?sid=1187812&c1d=83 page 1 of 3
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lext, click on http://projects.vassar.edu/1896/1114cn.html, then answer the following questions:
1. Which major. theme of the 1896 presidential election does this cartoon portray?

2. What is the main idea of this political cartoon?

lext, click on hitp://projects.vassar.edu/1896/0911sppp.html, then answer the following questions:
1.. Which major theme of the 1896 presidential election does this cartoon portray?

2. What is the main idea of this political cartoon?

lext, click on http:/projects.vassar.edu/1896/0921slpd.html, then answer the following questions:
1. Which major theme of the 1896 presidential election does this cartoon portray?

2. What is the main idea of this political cartoon?
lext, click on http:/projects.vassar.edu/1896/0912ramshorn.html, then answer the following questions:
1. Which major theme of the 1896 presidential election does this cartoon portray?

2. What is the main idea of this political cartoon?

ext, click on http://projects.vassar.edu/1896/0914rmn.htm|, then answer the following questions:
1. Which major theme of the 1896 presidential election does this cartoon portray?

2. What is the main idea of this political cartoon?

:/ Jamericanhistory.abc-clio.com/Topics/Worksheet/11878097sid=1187812&cid=83 Page 2 of 3
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Chapter 18 The Politics of Late Nineteenth-Century Americd

18-10 People’s (Populist) Party National Platform (1892)

Responding to the worse

ning economic situation and building on earlier organiza-

tional and political experience (the Patrons of Husbandry or Grange, the farmers’ al-

¥ Annofed e
ony WOMS
fuo_t The

liances), agrarians and other protesters, already active on the state level, formed a na-
tional party, framed a national platform, and ran a national ticket in 1892 (see text pp.
535-537, 585-594, and Map 181, text p. 587).

~ As.the text notes (pp. 587-588), women played roles in the farmers’ alliances and
in the Populist Party that were closed to them in the two major parties. Mary Elizabeth

\DOP wltsrs wWanT  Lease was one such woman, Luna Kellie another. Kellie served as secretary of the Ne-

e gov 't T
e 1w \\/\Qdd’ ¥~ reminiscences.
Rot ge | nvolved .

braska Alliance and edited and wrote for an Alliance newspaper there. Kellie’s “Per-
sonal Memoir” (Document 16-7) contains political observations within its personal

Source: Donald Bruce Johnson, comp., National Party Platforms, rev. éd., 2 vols. {(Urbana: Uni-

versity of Hlinois Press, 1978), vol. 1, 1840-1956, 89-91.

Assembled upon the 116th anniversary of the Declaration
of Independence, the People’s Party of America in their

first national convention, invoking upon theit action the.

blessing of Almighty God, put forth'in the name and on
behalf of the people of this country, the following pream-
ble and declaration ‘of principles: ‘

PREAMBLE

The conditions which surround us best justify -our co-
operation; we meet in the midst of a nation brought to the
verge of moral, political, and material ruin. Corruption
dominates the ballot-box, the Legislatures, the Congress,
and touches even the ermine of the bench. The people are

demoralized; most of the States have been compelled to

isolate the voters at the polling places to prevent universal
intimidation and bribery. The newspapers are largely
subsidized or muzzled, public opinion: silenced, business
prostrated, homes covered with mortgages, labor impover-
ished, and the land concentrating in the hands of capital-
ists. The urban workmen are denied the right to organize
for self-protection; imported pauperized labor beats down
their wages, a hireling standing army, unrecognized by our
laws, is established to shoot them down, and they are
rapidly degenerating into European conditions. The fruits
of the toil of millions are boldly stolen to build up colossal
fortunes for a few, unprecedented in the history of
mankind; and the possessors of these, in turn despise the
Republic and endanger liberty. From the same prolific
womb of governmental injustice we breed the two great
classes—tramps and millionaires. "

' The national powes to Create money is. appropriated
to enrich bond-holders; a vast public debt payable in legal
tender currency has been funded into gold-bearing bonds,
thereby adding millions to the burdens of the people.

38~ .-

Silver, which has been accepted as coin since the dawn

- 6f history, has been demonetized to add to the purchasing
_ power of gold by decreasing the value of all forms of prop-
- erty as well as human labor, and.the supply of currency is.

purposely abridged to fatten usurers, bankrupt enterprise,
and enslave industry. A vast conspiracy against mankind
has been organized on two continents, and it is rapidly tak-
ing possession of the world. If not met and overthrown at
once, it forebodes terrible social convulsions, the destruc-
tion of civilization, or the establishment of -an absolute
despotism. , :

We have witnessed for more than a quarter of a cen-
tury the struggles of the two great political parties for
power and plunder, while grievous wrongs have been in-"
flicted upon the suffering people. We charge that the con-
trolling influence dominating both these parties have pet-
mitted the existing dreadful conditions to develop without
serious effort to prevent or restrain them. Neither do they
now promise us any substantial reform. They have agreed

- together to ignore, in the coming.campaign, every issue but.

one. They propose to drown the outcries of a plundered

. people with the uproar of a sham battle over the tariff, so-

that capitalists, corporations, national banks, rings, trusts, .
watered stock, the demonetization of silver and the oppres-
sions of the usurers may all be lost sight of. They propose
to sacrifice our homes, lives, and children on the altar of.
mammon; to destroy the multitude in order to secure cor-
ruption funds from the millionaires. .

" Assembled on the anniversary of the birthday of the
nation, and filled with the spirit.of the grand general and
chief who established our independence, we seek to restore

the government of the Republic to the hands of “the plain

people,” with which class it originated. We assert our put-
poses to be identical ‘with the purposes of the National



18-10 People’s (Populist) Party National Platform {1852)
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Constitution, to form a more perfect union and establish
justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the com-
mon defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the
blessings of liberty for ourselves and our posterity.
‘ We declare that this Republic can only endure as a free
* government while built upon the love of the whole people
* for each other and for the nation; that it cannot be pinned
 together by bayonets; that the civil war is over and that
! every passion and resentment which grew out of it must
die with it, and that we must be in fact, as we arge in name,
¥ one united brotherhood of freemen.
£, Our country finds itself confronted by conditions for
6whxch there is no precedent in the history of the world; our
Zannual agricultural productions amount to billions of dol-
$fars in value, which must, within a few weeks or months be

Lexchanged for billions of dollars’ worth of commodities

&

2onsumed in their production; the existing cucrency supply
%';EE . . -

i wholly inadequate to make this exchange; the results are
filling prices, the formation of combines and rings, the im-
dverishment of the producing class. We pledge ourselves
fat, if given power, we will labor to correct these evils by
sé and reasonable legislation, in accordance with the
s of our platform. § - T

We believe that the power of government—in other
srds, of the people—should be expanded (as in the case
“the postal service) as rapidly and as far as the good sense
.0;{: an intelligent people and the teachings of experience
ﬁ'}'ﬂ justify, to the end that oppression, injustice and
Sierty, shall eventually cease in the land.
~While -out sympathies as a party of reform are natu-
y upon the side of every’ proposition which will tend to
Aice men intelligent, virtuous and temperate, we.never-
fess regard these questions, important as they are, as
Shdary to the great issues now pressing for solution,
i upon which not only our individual prosperity, but the
“byistence of free institutions depend; and we ask all
#5 first help us to. determine whether we are to have a
flic to administer, before we differ as to the conditions

5% of reform this day organized will never cease to
gaforwa:d, until every wrong is remedied, and equal

ifs and equal privileges securely established for all the
ind women of this country.

Ej;fs?—-That the union of the labor forces of the United
£ this day consummated shall be permanent and per-
I5may its spirit enter into all hearts for the salvation
itlie Republic and the uplifting of mankind.

‘gderd—Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and

o 3

6ﬁ’which it is to be administered, believing that the.

every dollar taken from industry without an equivalent is
robbery. “If any will not work, neither shall he eat.” The
interests of rural and civic labor are the same; their ene-
mies are identical.

Third—We believe that the time has come when the
railroad corporations will either own the people or the

* people must own the railroads, and should the government

enter upon the work of owning and managing all rail-
roads, we should favor an amendment to the Constitution
by which all persons engaged in the government service
shall be placed under a civil service regulation of the most
rigid character, so as to prevent the increase of the power
of the national administration by the use of such addi-
tional government employees.

~ Finance—We demand a national currency, safe,
sound, and flexible, issued by the general government only,
a full legal tender for all debts, public and private, and that
without the use of banking corporations, a just, equitable
and efficient means of distribution direct to the people, at'a
tax not to exceed 2 per cent per arnum, to be provided as
set forth by the sub-treasury plan of the Farmers’ Allfance,
or a better system; also by payments in dischargé of its'
obligations for public improvements.

- 1. We demand free and unlimited coinage of silver and
gold at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1. )

5. We demand that the amount of circulating mieditm
be speedily increased to not less than $50 per capita.

3. We demand a graduated income tax.

4. We believe that the money of the country should.be
kept as much as possible in the hands of the people, and
hence we demand that all State and national revenues shall
be limited to the necessary expenses of the government,

economically and honestly administered.
5. Wg r‘Fm 'Jr\d that pocfgi eaumgs banbe he ns{?‘k i;she

fa.

it Sidi say iKS OC Covays

Laa

|
ngs o

by the government for the safe deposit of the earhi
the people and to facilitate exchange. f
Transportation—Transportation being a mean$ of
exchange and a public necessity, the government should
own and operate the railroads in the interest of é}}; plople.
The telegraph and telephone, like the post offide Systend,
being a necessity for the transmission of news; shénild B2
owned and operated by the government in the interest of
the people. T
Land—The land, including all the natural sources of
wealth, is the heritage of the people, ird should not be
monopolized for speculative purposes, and alien owner-

ship of land should be prohibited: Ali fand now held by

railroads and other corporations id-excess of their actual
needs, and all lands now owned by aliens, should be re-
claimed by the government and held for.actual settlers
only. _ " .

-39- "



The Jungle by Upton Sinelair

When Upton ginclair published The Jungle in 19086, heTn@aq\t
to open America’s eyes to the plight of workers in the filthy,
dangerous Chicago stockyards. Instead, popular outrage
focused on the wider-reaching threat of spoiled meat. Con-
gress quickly passed the nation’s first legislation regulating
the meat, food, and drug industries. Sinclair, disappointed by

~ his failure to provoke more sympathy for the overworked,
underpaid workers, noted “I aimed-at the public’s heart, and
by accident I hit it in the stomach.”

here was never the least attention paid to -what was cut up for

T sausage. . . - There would be meat that had tumbled out on the floor,
“in the dirt and sawdust, where the workers had tramped and spit
uncounted billions of consumption [tuberculosis] germs. There would be
meat stored in great piles in rooms; and the water from leaky roofs would
drip over it, and thousands of rats would race about on it. It was too dark
4 inthese storage places to see well, but a man could runhis hand over these
* piles of meat and sweep off handfuls of the dried dung of rats. These rats
* were nuisances, and the packers would put poisoned bread ot for them;
they would die, and then rats, bread, and meat would go into:the hoppers

" together. This isno fairy story and no joke; the meat would be 's,l}"'(i)vel.edinto

. carts, and the man who did the shoveling would not trouble toliftout arat-
even when he saw orie—there were things that went into the: sage in.

comparison with which a poisoned rat was a tidbit. There wasno ‘place for
the mefi to wash théir hands before they ate their dinner, and so they made
a practice of washing them ini the water that was to beladled into-the saT-
sage. There were ‘the butt-ends of smoked meat, and the scraps of corried
beef, and all the odds and ends of the waste of the'plants,_thégtwéziﬂ(i be’
dumped into old barrels in the cellar and left there. Under the system of
rigid economy which the packers enforced, there were some jobs that it
only paid to doonceina long time, and among these was the

cleaning out of the waste barrels. Every spring they did it;

. andinthe barrels would be dirt and rust and old nails and

stale water—and cartload after cart-

load of it would be taken up and

dumped into the hoppers with fresh
: =me@t;..an&:':serxﬁ'~ otk -to-the-publics.

breakfast.
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| 1. Analyze Literature Describe

" the author's style in this excerply

- 2. Evaluate Literature How doe
Sinclair's way of writing boost i

credibility?



Theodore Roosevelt: American Experience

0-16:55
1. How does TR become President?
‘2. Whatdoes TR see as a problem in the Us?
3. Who/which company does TR attack first? Why?
4. How does TR tackle the railroads? Why does he targe"t them?
5. Whatdoes TR do to the relationship between business and the government? (give details of
his actions)
6. What trusts does TR attack?
7. 1sheareal trustbuster?
8. Big business must lead to bigger
9. No one, not even the i was above the law.
10. What is a bully pulpit?
11. What did the strikers want?
12. What did the mine owners want?
13. How does TR deal with the Coal Strike of 19027 Why is this a depérture from previous

actions by Presidents?

-4 1=



14. What is the “Square Deal"? How does it work with the miners?

16:55

15. How did the country respond to Roosevelt? (atleast5 pts shown throughout the video)

16. What were his expectations for Amefica? (i.e spelling, v&omen)

17. What is the “strenuous life"? How doe Roosevelt show he is strenuous?

18. Why does Roosevelt travel with a photographer?

19. What are his reforms for the nation? (at least 7 shown throughout the video)
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Bosiriess

- Toffsenithons 4

Dikections: Use your textbodk chapter 17,8 pagesH25-930 (this Igiin shie middle of thie |
section) t6 find and secord information about TR': ng&i}ﬁaﬁ.

What is & “bully pulpie’?
- ‘What was the Square Deal?

1, BUSTNHSS. “Trusthuster” |
T What pet did TR wss to proseeute trusts?

_ ‘How do the examples Belogw illustrate {ivat TR: was atrustbuster?
Norfhetn Secutites Co, '

Reltiroads & Hapburs Ach

p.IABOR - .
" How did TR jnvelve bimoself i thie struggles of labor?

43



- How does this mﬂ:cﬁmauﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ’é

. Gloal Strike of 1902
- Why did TR:get invdlved?

How did TR end the shrikep

3, CONSUMER = . - L
Tdendify when the following acts were passed rid howeachiprottcted Aigd

consumer e
Pure Food ahd Diug Act

Meat Tospediion Act

' 4 GONSERVATION : - | |
 ‘What sthe differenge bstween vonservation aud preservation?

Wiy die, TR take i interest i cpnservation?

Whot Wy Yo New\ans

WLt dandg R eclamation Act passed & what was its farction?

et ’ .
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“+ While some Progressives focused on gov-
- ernment, others were worried about big

‘ bﬁilt:huge trusts that limited competition
~and raised prices. Middle-class Progres-

the trusts” and so create more economic
- opportunities for smaller businesses. Pro-
“gressives complained that the Sherman ,

Progressivism was similar to the Populist Movement of the late 1800s. Both

were reform movements that wanted to get rid of corrupt government officials
and make government more responsive to people’s needs. Both sought to elimi-
\ate the abuses of big business. Still, the two movements differed. At the fore-
front of Progressivism were middle-class people. They believed that highly
educated leaders should use modern ideas and scientific techniques to improve
society. Leaders of the Populist Movement, on the other hand, consisted mostly
of farmers and workers.

progressives Target a Variety of Problems Some Progressives thought
that political reform was the most urgent need. For many women, the number
one goal was winning the right to vote. Other Progressives considered honest
government to be the most important goal. Reformers targeted city officials who
puilt corrupt organizations, called political machines. The bosses of these politi-
cal machines used bribery and violence to influence voters and win elections.
They counted on the loyalty of city workers who looked the other way when they
took public money for themselves. Bosses also helped people solve personal
problems, which often kept voters loyal. -

Corrupt and ineffective government combined with the booming growth of
cities produced other problems. The people living in America’s crowded cities
needed paved streets, safe drinking water, decent housing, and adequate
municipal services. The lack of adequate services led to wretched living condi-
tions for the urban poor. Too often, dishonest business owners and politiciz..s
controlled municipal services. Bribes and
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xuse 3 diffarent i
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shady deals made them rich while condi-

tions for urban residents remained unsafe
and little changed.

business. As you have learned, wealthy
industrialists took over businesses,K and

sives wanted the government to “bust

titrust Act of 1890 was inadequate and
neffective in limiting the abuses of big
yusiness.

Other Progressive reformers, often
tivated by their religious faith, sought
0 reduce the growing gap between the
althy and the poor. Progressives
ttacked the harsh conditions endured by
Miners, factory workers, and other labor-
.- They wanted better conditions for
00r -people living in city slums. They
Wanted social welfare laws to help chil-
dren, as well as government regulations
03id workers and consumers. ‘

Checkpoint What problems did
Progressive reformers hope to solve?

Business and Government Corruption fn the 18505, i«

expanded his streetcar business by bribing New York City alcermeon e

other government officials. ‘

1. What symbols represent the corruption of city governinent?

2. According to the cartoonist, what is the effect of the street 16l oo!
monopoly on the taxpayer?
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Jacob Riis ¥

Muckrakers Reveal the Need for Reform

Socially conscious journalists and other writers dramatized the need fo,
reform. Their sensational investigative reports uncovered a wide range of jj);
afflicting America in the early 1900s. Even though Theodore Roosevelt agreeq
with much of what they said, he called these writers muckiakers because ho
thought them too fascinated with the ugliest side of things. (A muckrake is 5
tool used to clean manure and hay out of animals’ stables.) The writers weyg
angry at first but in time took up Ruusevelt’s taunting name as a badge of hongy,
The muckrakers’ articles appeared in magazines and newspapers that entereq
millions of American homes. People across the nation were horrified by the cop.
ditions that were revealed to them. ‘

Journalists Uncover Injustices One leading muckraker was Lincoln Steffens,
managing editor at McClure’s, a magazine known for uncovering social problems,
In 1903, Steffens published The Shame of the Cities, a collection of articles oy
political corruption. His reports exposed how the government of Philadelphia lgt
utility companies charge their customers excessively high fees. He showed how
corrupt politicians won elections by bribing and threatening voters, and revealed
how political corruption affected all aspects of life in a city.

mary 3¢ The visitor [to St. Louis} is told of the wealth of the
residents, of the financial strength of the banks, and of the growing importance of the
industries; yet he sees poorly paved, refuse-burdened streets, and dusty or mud-covered
alleys; he passes a ramshackle firetrap crowded with the sick and leams that it is the
City Hospital. . . . Finally, he turns a tap in the hotel to see liquid mud flow into [the]
wash basin or bathtub.”’
—Lincoln Steffens and Claude Wetmore, “Corruption and Reform
in St. Louis,” McClure’s Magazine, October 1902
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Another influential muckraker was Jacob Riis, a photographer for the New ' WITNESS HISTORY DVYD
York Evening Sun. Riis turned his camera on the crowded, unsafe, rat-infested

or tenement buildings where the urban poor lived. Between 1890 and 1903, he pub- %Zt;‘i‘t;gf A/"",’;!lll g‘;"; I:/ltm/ Z‘;’ tod
s , lished several works, including How the Other Half Lives (see Infographic below), States Witness History DVD to
ad that shocked the nation’s conscience and led to reforms. learn more about city life in the
e Other outraged writers joined Riis and Steffens. In The History of Standard industrial age.

a 0il, Ida Tarbell reported that John D. Rockefeller used ruthless methods to ruin )
re his competitors, charge higher prices, and thereby reap huge profits. Others 0uery
L. pmclanned the need to improve schools or warned of the breakdown of family ' —
ad life because mothers had to work long hours in factories. John Spargo focused EDUCATION
- attention on the dangerous and difficult lives of child Workers {See the Witness

History at the beginning of this section.)

5, Novelists Defend the Downtrodden Fiction writers put a human face on

1s. social problems. They developed a new genre—the naturalist novel —that hon-

n estly portrayed human misery and the struggles of common people. Theodore

ot Dreiser, a midwesterner raised in poverty, published Sister Carrig in 1900. His

)vg provocative novel traces the fate of a small-town girl drawn into the brutal

8

urban worlds of Chicago and New York.

Naturalist novels became very popular. Frank Norris’s The Octopus fasci-
nated readers by dramatizing the Southern Pacific Railroad’s stranglehold on
struggling California farmers. In The Jungle, Upton Sinclair related the despair
of immigrants working in Chicago’s stockyards and revealed the unsanitary
conditions in the industry. (See an excerpt from the novel at the end of this sec-
tion.) African American author Frances Ellen Watkins portrayed some of the
struggles of black Americans in her 1892 novel Jola Leroy.

@ Checkpoint What role did Journahsts and other writers play in the
Progressive Movement?

Thmkmg Crltlcally
Analyze Visuals What do Riis's lmages reveal
about the conditions of city slums?

History lnteracttve*

For: A look at tenement life
Web Code: nep-0403-

T i
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protecting Children and Improving Education Progressives also tried to f
help children. Leading the effort was a lawyer named Florence Kelley. Kelley f J
helped convince the state of Illinois to ban child labor, and other states soon fi
"+ -gsed similar laws. In 1902, Kelley helped form the National Child Labor Com-
ﬁlittee, which successfully lobbied the federal government to create the U.S. Chil- :
dren’s Bureau in 1912, This new agency examined any issue that affected the |
health and welfare of children. The agency still works to protect children today.

But progress in children’s rights had a long way to go. In 1916, Congress
passed the Keating-Owens Act, which banned child labor. However, two years
Jater, the Supreme Court ruled the law unconstitutional. It was not until 1938
that Congress would end child labor for good.

Progressives also tried to better children’s lives by improving education. A
number of states passed laws that required children to attend school until a cer-
tain age. However, there were heated debates about what children should learn
and how they should learn. Some argued that they should be taught only work
gkills. Others said they should learn to appreciate literature and music. Most
educators agreed that girls should learn different things
from bays.

Educator John Dewey criticized American schools for

teaching children to memorize facts but not to think cre-
atively. Dewey wanted schools to teach new subjects such as 90
history and geography, as well as practical skills like cook- s 85
ing and carpentry. His ideas were not adopted at once, but § 80 —
in later years, many states put them into effect. “-F._, ":n 75
o
Progressives Help Industrial Workers In the early ;.j,% 70 =~
1900s, the United States had the highest rate of industrial £ g 6
¢ :xidents in the world. Long hours, poor ventilation, haz- = 60 v v
"‘ atdous fumes, and unsafe machinery threatened not only & :g |
workers’ health but also their lives. Each year some thirty . :
thousand workers died on the job, while another half a mil- 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 .
lion were inj ured. ' SOURCE: Historical Statistics of the United States

In March 1911, a fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
in New York City shocked Americans and focused attention
on the need to protect workers. Workers in the factory had .
little chance to escape the raging fire because managers had
locked most of the exits. The fire killed 146 wqrkers, most of

— N
w O
4

\
/

- .

em young women. Many jumped from the windows in des- £ 14 ~ \\
tion. Inside the smoldering ruins, firefighters found %:’2' 12 - \

many more victims, “skeletons bending over sewing = 10 ) \\
achines.” ' 23 o \
After the blaze, outraged Progressives intensified their = & 6 \
HS for reform. New York passed laws to make workplaces ;‘5 4 N

2

, and other cities and states followed suit. Many states
adopted workers’ E:ompensation laws, which set up
nds_to pay workers who were hurt on the job.

Progressives also persuaded some states to pass laws limit-
g the.workday to 10 hours. However, their efforts suffered a -
in 1905 when the Supreme Court ruled in Lochner v. New Graph Skills During the Progressive Era, child labor

'k that such laws were unconstitutional. declined sharply while school enrollment increased.

‘ According to the graphs, how diid the percentage of
children employed change from 1890 to 19207 How did
school enrollment change during the same period?

0
1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930
SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau

,,.IC.IVIECkpoint How did Progressives work to help the
- Urban poor? -
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The 1911 Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory Fire
Victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory fire lie at the feet of a police
officer as he looks up at the deadly
blaze. How dlid the fire help or hurt
Progressives’ efforts to reform
workplace condiitions?

Progressives Reform Society

The work of the muckrakers increased popular support for Progressivism ang
helped the Progressives bring about reforms. Progressive activists promoteq
laws to improve living conditions, public health, and schools. They urged goy.
ernment to regulate businesses. They believed that careful social_planning
would make American life better.

The Social Gospel Guides Reform Efforts Many reformers, like Walte,
Rauschenbusch, thought that Christianity should be the basis of social reform,
A child of German immigrants, Rauschenbusch had become a Baptist ministey
He blended ideas from German socialism and American Progressivism into a
plan for building a better society. His book Christianity and the Social Crisig
outlined what he called the Social Gospel. By following the Bible’s teachings
about charity and justice, he explained, people could make society “the kingdom
of God.” ‘ ,

Many Protestant leaders followed Rauschenbusch’s program. They began to
urge the end of child labor and a.ghorter workweek. They also pushed for the
federal government to limit the power of corporations and trusts.

Settlement House Workers Aid the Urban Poor An important goal of
many Progressives was to improve the lives of poor people in the cities. One
approach was the settlement house, a community center that provided social
services to the urban poor. Settlement house workers gave mothers classes in
child care and taught English to immigrants. They ran nursery schools and kin-
dergartens. They also provided theater, art, and dance programs for adults.

A young woman named Jane Addams became a leading figure in the settle-
ment house movement. After graduating from college, she pursued several dif.
ferent ideas for careers. On a trip to Europe in 1888, however, she was inspired
by the work at Toynbee Hall, a “settlement house” in London. In 1889, Addams
opened Hull Houfse, a settlement house in Chicago. Over the years, Hull House
-grew to include 13 buildings and won much praise. Its success inspired other
college-educated, middle-class women to become social workers. By 1911, the
country had more than four hundred settlement houses.




s a new commission form
of government that spreads to other
reform-minded cities.

e New city government huilds a 17-foot-high
seawall as protection against future storms.

» City government uses landfill to raise low-lying
" neighborhoods above sea level.

Devastated Galveston
The coastal city of Galveston, Texas,

Reforming Government

“it by a powerful hurricane, adopted Progressive reformers realized that they needed to reform the political pro-
< new form of government to lead cess in order to reform society. They would have to free government from the
the rebuilding. What features would control of political bosses and powerful business interests. They wanted to give
a aty government need to handle a " people more control over their government and make government more effec-
2 econstruction job of the scale seen tive and efficient in serving the public.

ere?

Reformers Improve City Government Just as the Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory fire spurred reformers to action, so did another disaster. In 1900, a
massive hurricane left the city of Galveston, Texas, in ruins. The greatest national
calamity in American history, the hurricane killed more than 8,000 people. As an
emergency measure, Galveston replaced its mayor and board of aldermen with a
five-person commission. The commission form of government proved very efficient
as the city carried out a tremendous rebuildinig effort. The following year, Galveston
decided to permanently adopt the commission form of government.

Known as the Galveston plan, many other cities decided to take up the com-
mission form of government. By 1918, nearly 500 cities had adopted some form
of the Galveston plan. Dayton, Ohio, and other cities modified the plan by add-

- ing a city manager to head the commission. The new city governments curbed
e the power of bosses and their political machines. The reform governments pur-
chased public utilities so that electric, gas, and water companies could not

charge city residents unfairly high rates. '

Progressives Reform Election Rules Progressives also pushed for election
reforms, taking up some Populist ideas. Traditionally, it was the party leaders
who picked candidates for state and local offices. But in Wisconsin, reform
governor Robert M. La Follette established a direct primary, an election in
which citizens themselves vote to select nominees for upcoming elections. By
19186, all but four states had direct primaries. ‘
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Progressives also wanted to make sure that elected officials would follow citi-
gen’s wishes. To achieve this goal, they worked for three other political reforms:
the initiative, the referendum, and the recall. The initiative gave people the

- power toputa proposed new law directly on the ballot in the next election by col-
lecting citizens’ signatures on a petition. This meant that voters themselves

could pass laws instead of waiting for elected officials to act. The referendum
allowed citizens to approve or reject laws passed by a legislature. The recall gave
yoters the power to remove public servants from office before their terms ended.

Progressives won yet another political reform: They adopted the Populist call
for the direct election of senators by voters, not state legislators. That reform
pecame law in 1913, when the Seventeenth Amendment to the Constitution
was approved.

Progressive Governors Take Charge Dynamic Progressives became the
leaders of several states, and chief among them was Robert La Follette of Wis-
consin. Elected governor in 1900, “Fighting Bob” won the passage of many
reform laws. Under his leadership, the Wisconsin state government forced rail-
roads to charge lower fees and pay higher taxes. La Follette helped his'state to
improve education, make factories safer, and adopt the direct primary. Progres-
sives called Wisconsin the “laboratory of democracy.”

Hiram Johnson, governor of California, shattered the Southern Pacific Rail-
road’s stranglehold on: state government. He put in place the direct primary,
initiative, referendum, and recall. He also pushed for another goal of some
Progressives—planning for the careful use of natural resources such as water,
forests, and wildlife.

Other Progressive governors included Theodore Roosevelt of New York and
Woodrow Wilson of New Jersey. Roosevelt worked to develop a fair system for

- hiring state workers and made some corporations pay taxes. Wilson reduced the
" /ailroads’ power and pushed for a direct primary law. Both Roosevelt and

Wilson later became President and brought reforms to,the White House.

& Checkpoint How did Progressive reformers change local and state
governments?

1455e-55ment

For: Self-test with vocabulary practice
Web Code: nea-0402

'Comprehension

1. Terms Explain how each of the
following terms is an example of a
social or political reform.

* settlement house
* direct primary

Writing About History

3. Quick Write: Compare and
Contrast Points of View Ina
narrative essay, you may compare and
contrast points of view on an issue
through the opinions of various

® initiative - individuals. Compare and contrast
* referendum Social Darwinism with Social Gospel
® recall through the personalities of William

Graham Sumner, Bill Sunday, and
Dwight L. Moody. Use library or
Internet resources to complete this
assignment.

2. NoteTaking Reading Skill:

" Identify Details Use your flowchart

I to answer the Section Focus Question:;

~ What areas did Progressives think were
- Inneed of the greatest reform?
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5. Summarize

6. ldentify Points of /i
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4. Recognize Cause ~5<f o7 i
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what effects did
Progressive reform?
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Gospel and tha Fir,
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In a speech on the New Freedom, Wilson outlined his aim to. provide more
Opportunities—more freedom—for small businesses.

( ““The man with only a little capital is finding it harder
Co and harder to get into the field, more and more impossible to compete with the big v
fellow. Why? Because the laws of this country do not prevent the strong from crushing
the weak.””

—Woodrow Wilson, “The New Freedom,” 1913

n Though he did not win the majority of the popular vote, Wilson received more
than four times the number of Electoral College votes that went to Roosevelt or

Vocabulary Builder
to Taft. The pious and intellectual son of a Virginia minister, Wilson was the

intellectual-(ihn tuh LEHK choo

first man born in the South to win the presidency in almost 60 years, uhl) adj. guided by thought; pos-
. ) . . sessing great power of thought
" Checkpoint How did Republican divisions help Wilson win the and reason
i

presidency?

Wilson Regulates the Economy

President Wilson attacked what he called the “triple wall of privilege”—the
tariffs, the banks, and the trusts—that blocked businesses from being free.
Early in his first term, he pushed for new laws that would bring down. those
three walls and give the government more control over the economy.

Congress Lowers Tariffs and Raises Taxes First, Wilson aimed to protect
workers. He began by trying to prevent big manufacturers from charging
uﬁfairly high prices to their customers. One way to do this was to lower the tar-
iffs‘on goods imported from foreign countries, so that if American companies’
prices were too high, consumers could buy foreign goods. Wilson called a special

[ :ﬁ;;: session of Congress and convinced the group to pass the Underwood Tariff Bill,
m '} which cut tariffs.

~ Progressive Party button

s~} . The Underwood Tariff Act included a provi-
he |  sion to create an income tax, which the
of | recently passed Sixteenth Amendment gave
in Qgh'gréss the power to do. The revenue from
on income tax more than made up for the

oney. the government lost by lowering tariffs

-Onimports,

ederal Reserve Act Next, Wilson tried to
m I the banking system. At the time, the coun-
es- no central authority to supervise banks.
for - sult, interest rates for loans could fluctuate
am 'Y, and a few wealthy bankers. had a great

cdhtrol over the national, state, and local
an- reserve funds. This meant that a bank
288 not have full access to its reserves when
sed mers needed to withdraw or borrow money.
54" n pushed Congress to pass the Federal
mt. Act (1913). This law placed national
sed- S.under the control of a Federal Reserve : :
ing hich set up regional banks to hold the Candidate (Party) Pt | St | fectoral | % opular
) funds from commercial banks. This [ Woodrow Wilson (Democrat) 435 ' | 6,296,547 82 42
il i plac tody; helps prtect tho || BTt emestopesie | | S | |3
. eéconomy from having too much -
: *Two of California’s electors voted for Wilson
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money end up in the hands of one person, bank, or region. The Federa] Rege
Board also sets the interest rate that banks pay to borrow money from othes
banks, and it supervises banks to make sure they are well run. Historiang 1,;
called the Federal Reserve Act the most important piece of economic legiSIat10n
before the 1930s. N

Wilson Strengthens Antitrust Regulation Like Presidents before i
Wilson focused on trusts. Wilson agreed with Roosevelt that trusts were noé“ :
“~ngerous as long as they did not engage in unfair practices. In 1914, he per-
suaded Congress to create the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). Members of this -
group were named by the President to monitor business practices that might
lead to monopoly. The FTC was also charged with watching out for false adver.
tising or dishonest labeling. Congress also passed the Clayton Antitrust A¢ -
(1914), which strengthened earlier antitrust laws by spelling out those activic
ties in which businesses could not engage. S

These laws are still in effect today, protecting both businesses and consumers

-+ ~from abusive business activities. In recent years, the FTC has prosecuted cor.

panies that traded stocks dishohestly and fined companies that published false

Effect

. futiawed monopolies and practices that restrained
- trade, such a5 price fixing

Provided for federal irrigation projects by using money
from the sale of public lands

Iimposcd fines on railroads thet zzve special rates to
favored shippeys ‘

Authorized the federal government to regulate railroad
rates and set maximum prices for ferries, bridge tolls,
and oil pipelines

Ailowed the federal government to inspect meat sold
across state fines and required inspection of meat-
processing plants

Allowed federal inspection of food and medicine and
banned the shipment and sale of impure food and the
mistabeling of food and medicine

L et

Gave Congress the power to collect taxes on
people’s income

i . e
'1 Conste ot by wkment

Instituted the direct election of senators by the people
of each state

Lowered tariffs on imported goods and established a
graduated income tax

Created the Federal Reserve Board to oversee banks
and manage reserve funds

E: ST T i.nniésion Act

Established the Federal Trade Commission to monitor
business practices, false advertising, and
dishonest labeling

o Antitrust Act

Strengthened the Sherman Antitrust Act by spelling
out specific activities businesses could not do

Ly Amendment

Banned the making, selling, and transporting of
alcoholic beverages in the United States

P LT Lrdment

T Monressive Era

Gave women the right to vote in all elections

—53-

ads. The FTC also regulates buying’on the Internet.

Workers’ Rights Protected The Clay.
ton Antitrust Act also ushered in anew era
for workers by protecting labor unions from
being attacked as trusts. Now, workers
could organize more freely. Samuel Gomip-
ers of the American Federation of Labor (AFL)
praised the new law as the “Magna Carta”
of labor.

On the heels of these protections came
the Workingman’s Compensation Act (1916),

- which gave wages to temporarily disabled

civil service employees.. That same year,
Wilson pushed for the Adamson Act to pre-
vent a nationwide railroad strike, which
would have stopped the movement of coal
and food, leaving millions of Americans cold
and hungry. Railroad union leaders insisted
on the eight-hour day, but railroad manag-
ers would not accept it. Wilson called many
company leaders to the White House, plead-
ing with them to change their minds and
avert a strike. When those efforts failed, he
worked with Congress to pass the Adamson
Act, which limited railroad employees’ work-
days to eight hours.

However, Wilson did not always support
organized labor, as a tragic incident know?
as the Ludlow Massacre showed. In the fall
of 1913, coal miners in Ludlow, Colorado,
demanded safer conditions, higher pay, 8%
the right to form a union. When the coal C?m'
pany refused, they walked off the job-
Evicted from company housing, the minet®
and their families set up in a tent city ne&"
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the mines. The strike continued through the winter, Then, on April 20, 1914, the
Colorado National Guard opened fire on the tent city and set fire to the tents, kill-
ing some 26 men, women, and children. In the end, Wilson sent federal troops to

restore order and break up the strike. The miners’ attempt to form a union
had failed.

44 Checkpoint What policies did Wilson pursue in support of his New
~ Freedom program?

Progressivism Leaves a Lasting Legacy

The political reforms of the Progressives had a lasting effect on the American
political system. The initiative, referendum, and recall and the Nineteenth
Amendment expanded voters’ influence. Progressive reforms also paved the way
for future trends. Starting in this period, the federal government grew to offer
more protection to Americans’ private lives while at the same time, gaining more
control over peoples’ lives.

The American economy today showcases the strength of the Progressives’leg-
acy. Antitrust laws, the Federal Reserve Board, and the other federal agencies
watch closely over the economy. The controls that Roosevelt and Wilson put in
place continue to provide consumer protections. In later years, the government
built on those actions to extend regulation over other aspects of business.

The Progressive years also greatly expanded the government’s role in manag-
ing natural resources. Especially in the West, federal action on dams, national

‘parks, and resource use remain major areas of debate. Those debates and deci-
sions affect people in other regions as well. For example, while farmers in Cali-
fornia, Arizona, or New Mexico worry about getting enough water to grow crops,
the rest of the nation awaits the delivery of the food they grow.

Itis true that many of the problems identified by the Progressives still plague
us today. There,are still dishonest sellers, unfair employment practices, and
problems in schools, cities, the environment, and public health. However, the
Progressive reformers passed on the idea that government can take action to

- help people fix those problems.

& Checkpoint What was the long-term impact of the Progressive Era on
American life? :

For: Self-test with vocabulary practice
i Web Code: nea-0409

= Comprehension

1. Terms and People For each item

- below, write a sentence explaining its
significance.

* Woodrow Wilson

* New Freedom _

* Sixteenth Amendment

¢ Federal Reserve Act

* Clayton Antitrust Act

2. MM Reading Skill:
Identify Details Use your flowchart
to answer the Section Focus Question:
What steps did Wilson take to increase
the government's role in the economy?

3. Quick Write: Use Vivid Language
Choose an event discussed in this sec-
“tion. In one or two paragraphs, retell a
portion of the event. Be sure to use
vivid language and include details. Do
additional research if needed.
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which will permit them to cetain their own sense of dignity,
to treat their children aright, and to take their part in the
life of the community as good citizens.

xactly as each of us in his private life must stand up
n rights and yet must respect the rights of others
edge in practical fashion that he is indeed his
brother’s keepog so all of us taken collectively, the people
as a whole, mustNgel our obligation to work by govern-
mental action, and innall other ways possible, to make the
conditions better for thode who are unfairly pressed down
in the fierce competition of medern industrial life.

[ ask justice for those whon actual life meet with
most injustice—and [ ask this not
for our own sakes, for the sake of the cht

ren’s children who are to come after us.

The children of all of us will pay int

t do justice in the present.

This country will not be a

d place for any of us

Chapter 20 The Progressive Era

live in if we do not strive with zeal and efficiency to make
it a reasonably good place for all of us to livein.

Nor can our object be obtained save through the gen-
uine control of the people themselyes. The people must
rule or gradually they will lose glrpower of being good cit-
izens. The people must coatiol their own destinics or the
power of such contt

is’the cause of the plain people. It is the
cause of socfal and industrial justice to be achieved by the
plaipseople through the resolute and conscientious use of
the machinery, public and private, State and National,
governmental and individual, which is at their command.

This is a great fight in which we are engaged, foritisa
fight for human rights, and we who are making it are re-
ally making it for every good citizen of this Republic, no
matter to what party he may belong.

Questions

1. By Roosevelt’s standards, what consti
2. Why does Roosevelt invo

tes a moral rich man?
ke Abraham Lincoln in this speech?

3.; How does Roosevelt define social justice?

20-10 The Progressive Party Platform of 1912

There was nothing ordinary about the Progressive Party’s presidential convention, held
in Chicago in August 1912. The delegates sang “Onward Christian Soldiers” from the

convention floor, Jane Addams seconded the nomination of the candidate, and

Theodore Roosevelt delivered an acceptance speech titled “A Confession of Faith.”
The party platform was no less remarkable, as it blended Roosevelt’s view of the future
with a deeply ingrained religious passion,

Source: Kirk H. Porter and Donald Bruce Johnson, comps., Natioral Party Platforns,
1840-1964 {Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1966), 175-178.

The conscience of the people, in a time of grave national
problems, has called into being a new party, born of the
nation’s-sense of justice. We of the Progressive party here
dedicate ourselves to the fulfillment of the duty laid upon
us by our fathers to maintain the government of the peo-
ple, by the people and for the people whose foundations
they laid.

We hold with Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln
that the people are the masgers of their Constitution, to ful-
fill its purpeses and to safeguard it from those who, by

_perversion of its intent, would convert it into an instru-
ment of injustice. In accordance with the needs of each
.. generation the people must use their sovereign powers to

~55—

_establish and maintain equal opportunity and industrial
Justice, to secure which this Government was founded and
without which no republic can endure. -

This country belongs to the people who inhabit it. Its
resources, its business, its ingtitutions and its laws should
be utilized, maintained or altered in whatever mannes will
best promote the general interest.

It is time to set the public welfare in the first place.

.THE OLD PARTIES

Political parties exist to secure responsible government and
to execute the will of the people.
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From these great tasks both of the old parties have
curned aside. Instead of instruments to promote the general
welfare, they have become the tools of corrupt interests
which use them impartially to serve their selfish purposes.
Behind the ostensible government sits enthroned an invisi-
ble government owing no allegiance and acknowledging
nio responsibility to the people.

To destray this invisible government, 0 dissolve the
unholy alliance between corrupt business and corrupt poli-
tics is the first task of the statesmanship of the day.

" The deliberate betrayal of its trust by the Republican
party, the fatal incapacity of the Democratic party to deal
with the new issues of the new time, have compelled the
people to forge a new instrumnent of government through
which to give effect to their will in laws and institutions.

Unhampered by tradition, uncorrupted by power,
undismayed by the magnitude of the task, the new party
offers itself as the instrument of the people to sweep away
old abuses, to build a new and nobler commonwealth.

A COVENANT WITH THE PEOPLE

This declaration is our covenant with the people; and we
hereby bind the party and its candidates in State and Na-
tion to the pledges made herein.

THE RULE OF THE PEOPLE

The National Progressive party, committed to the princi-
ples of government by a self-controlled democtracy express-
ing its will through representatives of the people, pledges
itself to secure such alterations in the fundamental law of
the several States and the United States as shall insure the
representative character of the government.

In particular, the party declares for direct primaries for

the nomination of State and National officers, for nation- .

wide preferential primaries for candidates for the presi-
dency; for the direct election of United States Senators by
the people; .and we urge on the States the. policy of. the
short ballot, with responsibility to the people secured by
the initiative, referendum and recall.”

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION

The Progressive party, believing that a free people should
‘have the power from time to time to amend their fun-
damental law so as to adapt it progressively to the chang-
ing needs of the people, pledges itself to provide a more
easy and expeditious method of amending the Federal

Constitution.

NATION AND STATE

Up to the limit of the Constitution, and later by amend-

ment of the Constitution, if found necessary, we advocate

bringing under effective national jurisdiction those prob-

lems which have expanded beyond reach of the individual
" States. o -

-56—-

It is as grotesque as it is intolerable that the several
States should by unequal laws in matter of common con-
cern become competing commercial agencies, barter the

lives of their children, the health of their women and the

safety and well being of their working people for the bene-
fit of their financial interests.

The extreme insistence on States’ rights by the Demo-
cratic party in the Baltimore platform demonstrates anew
its inability to understand the world into which it has sur-
vived or to administer the affairs of a union of States
which have in all essential respects become one people. '

EQUAL SUFFRAGE

The Progressive party, believing that no people can justly
claiio to be a true democracy which denies political rights
on account of sex, pledges itself to the task of securing
equal suffrage to men and women alike.

CORRUPT PRACTICES

We pledge our party to legislation that will compel strict
limitation of all campaign contributions and expenditures,
and detailed publicity of both before as well .as after pri-
maries and elections.

PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC SERVICE

We pledge our party to legislation compelling the registra-

tion of lobbyists; publicity of committee hearings except
on foreign affaics, and recording of all votes in committee;
and forbidding federal appointees from holding office in

- State or National political organizations, or taking part as

officers or delegates in political conventions for the nomi-
nation of elective State or National officials.

THE COURTS

The Progressive party demands such restriction of the
power of the courts as shall leave to the people the ulti-
mate authority to determine fundamental questions of so-
cial welfare and public policy. To secure this end, it pledges
itself to provide: -

1. That when an Act, passed under the police péwer of

the State, is held unconstitutional under the State Constitu-

tion, by the courts, the people, after an ample interval for
deliberation, shall have an opportunity to vote on the
question whether they desire the Act "to become law,
notwithstanding such decision. :

2. That every decision of the highest appellate coust of
a State declaring an Act of the Legislature unconstitutional
on the ground of its violation of the Federal Constitution
shall be subject to the same review by the Supreme Court
of the United States as is now accorded to decisions sus-
tainine such legistation.



ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

The Progressive party; i order to secure to the people a
better administration of justice and by that means to bring
about a more general respect for the law and the courts,
p' s itself to work unceasingly for the reform of legal
pr. ..dures and judicial methods. _

We believe that the issuance of injunctions in cases
arising out of labor disputes should be prohibited when
such injunctions would not apply when no labor disputes
existed. ,

We also believe that a person cited for contempt in
labor disputes, except when such contempt was committed

in the actual presence of the court or so near thereto as to -

interfere with the proper administration of justice, should
have a right to trial by jury.

SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL JUSTICE

The supreme duty of the Nation is the conservation of
human resources through an enlightened measure of social
and industrial justice. We pledge ourselves to work unceas-
ingly in State and Nation for:

Effective legislation looking to the prevention of in-
dustrial accidents, occupational diseases, overwork, invol-
untary unemployment, and other injurious effects incident
to modern industry; ' ‘

The fixing of minimum safety and health 'standards
for the various occupations, and the exercise of the public
authority of State and Nation, including the Federal Con-
tr¢  rer interstate commerce, and the taxing power, tO
man..ain such standards; ' :

The prohibition-of child labor;

Minimum wage -standards for working women, to
provide a “living wage” in all industrial occupations;

The genetal prohibition of night work for women and
the establishment of an eight hour day for women and
young persois; '

One day’s rest in seven for all wage workers;

The eight hour day in continuous twenty-four-hour
industries; .

The abolition of the convict contract labor system;
substituting a system of prison production for governmen-
tal consumption only; and the application of prisoners’
earnings to the support of their dependent families;

Publicity as to wages, hours and conditions of labor;
full reports upon industrial accidents and diseases, and the
opening to public inspection of all tallies, weights, mea-
sures and check systems on labor products;

Standards of compensation for death by industrial ac-
cident and injury and trade disease which will transfer the
burden of lost earnings from the families of working peo-
ple to the industry, and thus to the community; '

The protection of home life against the hazards of
sickness, irregular employment and old age through the

adoption of a system of social insurance adapted to Ameri-
can use;

The development of the creative labor power of Amer-
ica by lifiing the last load of illiteracy from American
youth and establishing continuation schools for industrial
education under public control and encouraging agricul-
rural education and demonstration in rural schools;

The establishment of industrial research laboratories

to put the methods and discoveries of science at the service
of American-producers;

We favor the organization of the workers, men and
women, as a means of protecting their interests and of pro-
moting their progress. . . . :

BUSINESS

We believe that true popular government, justice and pros-
perity go hand in hand, and, so believing, it is our purpose
to secure that large measure of general prosperity which is
the fruit of legitimate and honest business, fostered by
equal justice and by sound progressive laws.

We demand that the test of trie prosperity shall be the

 benefits conferred thereby on all the citizens, not confined

to individuals or classes, and that the test of corporate effi-
ciency shall be the ability better to serve the public; that
those who profit by control of business affairs shall justify
that profit and that control by sharing with the public the
fruits thereof. :

We therefore demand a strong National regulation of
inter-State corporations. The corporation is an essential
part of modern business. The concentration of modern
business, in some degree, is both inevitable and necessary
for national and international business efficiency. But the
existing concentration of vast wealth under a corporate
systern, unguarded and uncontrolled by the Nation, has
placed in the hands of a few men enormous, secret, irre- '
sponsible power over the daily life of the citizen—a power
insufferable in a free Government and certain of abuse.

This power has been abused, in monopoly of National
resources, in stock watering, in unfair competition and un-
fair privileges, and finally in sinister influences ‘on the pub-

" lic agencies of State and Nation, We do not fear commer-

cial power, -but we insist that it shall be exercised openly,
under publicity, supervision and regulation of the most ef-
ficient sort, which will preserve its good while eradicating
and preventing its ill.

To that end we urge the establishment of a strong Fed-
eral administrative' commission of high standing, which
shall maintain permanent active supervision over indus-
trial corporations engaged in inter-State commerce, or such
of them as are of public importance, doing for them what
the Government now does for the National banks, and
what is now done for the railroads by the Inter-State Com-
merce Commission. - '
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Such a commission must enforce the complete public-
ity of those corporation transactions which are of public
interest; must attack unfair competition, false capitaliza-
tion and special privilege, and by continuous trained
watchfulness guard and keep open equally all the high-
ways of American commerce.

Thus the business man will have certain knowledge of
the law, and will be able to conduct his business easily in
conformity therewith; the investor will find security for his
capital; dividends will be rendered more certain, and the
savings of the people will be drawn naturally and safely
into the channels of trade.

Under such a system of constructive regulation, legiti-
mate business, freed from confusion, uncertainty and fruit-
less litigation, will develop normally in response to the en-
ergy and enterprise of the American business man.
~ We favor strengthening the Sherman Law by prohibit-
ing agreement to divide territory or limit output; refusing
to sell to customers who buy from business rivals; to sell
below cost in certain areas while maintaining higher prices
in other places; using the power of transportation to aid or
injure special business concerns, and other unfair trade
practlces

Questions

&

1. Why would a polmcal party insist on making a “covenant” thh voters? What
does this “covenant” snggest about the way progressives viewed themselves and

politics?

2. How does this platform propose to change the courts?
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What do you think would
happen if you read the Bill
of Rights outdoors before a
large audience? Would you
get blank looks? Signs of
interest? Applause?

Almost certainly you
would not be kidnapped
by the police. That's what
happened in 1923 to a famous
writer, Upton Sinclair. He
began a speech before a large
group of striking workers in
gan Pedro Harbor, California
by reading aloud the Bill
of Rights. Before he could
finish the First Amendment
— guaranteeing the right
to freedom of speech and
assembly — police surrounded
him, removing him from the
speaker’s platform.

As Sinclair later wrote in
a letter to the Los Angel
chief of police, the pohce
officers told him that “this
Constitution stuff does not
go at the Harbor.”® He was
driven from police station to
police station in Los Angeles

for many hosis, without,
-59--

actually being charged with
anything. The Los Ang:;le_s ‘
police apparently hoped to
hold him indefinitely without
anyone knowing of his
whereabouts.

However, someone tipped
off Sinclair’s lawyer and
he was brought into court
after being held in secret for
twenty-two hours. Hewas
charged with “discussing,
arguing, orating and debating
certain thoughts and
theories...calculated to cause
hatred and contempt of the
government of the United
States of America, and...
detrimental and in opposition
to the orderly conduct of
affairs of business, affecting
the rights of private property
and personal liberty....”
In the mind of the local

 authorities, “personal liberty”

and the “rights of private
property” went hand in hand.
Both appeared threatened
when the Bill of Rights

was read by someone who

sympathized with striking
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We have learned that the
civil liberties guaranteed by
the Bill of Rights counted for
little when the basic civil and
human rights of large parts of
the population were denied.
We have also seen that after
the Civil War, there was an
opportunity for the country
to change direction. If the
Fourteenth Amendment to0
the Constitution had been
interpreted differently by the
courts, there may have been a
different climate in the Cduntry
by the following century.

But instead, “Jim Crow
segregation” replaced slavery,
as the federal government
cetreated from the promise of
Reconstruction. And at the
same time, more and more
people, both immigrants and
citizens, experienced the kind
of government tyranny that the
Founders had tried to prevent.-
Dunng a tme Of kear, not UTiKeE
the climate surrounding today’s
nwrar on terrorism,” people
were targeted solely because of
their ideas and political beliefs.

One hundred years ago,
“anarchists” were believed
responsible for many violent
acts, including the planting
of dozens of bombs in public

places. Anarchists, who were

e i mm i ermante fram
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Europe, maintained thatin
ajust world there would be

no governunent, but people
would govern themselves, hold
property in common and work
for the common good.

When an American-bormn
anarchist assassinated President
William McKinley in 1901,
Congress passed laws to keep
anarchists out of the country
and to deport those who were
here already — even if they
were totally law-abiding and
did not advocate violence for
political ends. Under these

laws, naturalized citizens (those

" who werenot born here) could

VY i

be deprived of citizenship if it
could be shown they were, Or
had once been, anarchists.

" Anarchists were not the
only people to be treated
as dangerous subversives.
Any “politi FBZE) inﬂical” who
questioned the American
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economic system, or helped

organize trade unions so
workers could demand better
pay and conditions, was at risk:
Called “communists” or “Reds”
because of the red flags they
carried, they faced mob violep ™
and government raids. Publ} ]
fears associated with the first
"Red Scare” intensified when,

in 1917, there was a successful
revolution in Russia, which
became the Soviet Union. .

This “Bolshevik” or
communist revolution occurred
shortly after the United States
entered the First World War.
The war was not popular
with the American people,
and there were large anti-war
demonstrations around the
country. The government
claimed that communists were

. . . \
stirring up anfi-war sentiment

.

In June 1917, Congress .
passed an Espionage Act. It

U



and up to twenty years in
wison for disloyal utterances -
attempts to obstruct military
recruitment. The next year,
Congress passed a Sedition Act.
It applied the same penalties to
muttering, printing, writing, or
publishing” fanguage that was
seen as disloyal and which was
intended “to cause contempt”
towards the “government
of the United States, or the
Constitution, or the flag.” Over
2,000 persons were prosecuted
under these acts.

State Jegislatures and local
towns also passed laws barring
#seditious expression.” There

wvere tens of thousands of

osecutions for distributing
Jiterature on the streets, for
holding public meetings and
- for displaying a red flag. So

extreme was the fear of dissent
and what were called “foreign
ideas” that teachers were
screened for “loyalty” and
several states banned foreign
languages in schools.

The attack on dissenting
ideas did not end with the end
of the war in 1918. In 1919,
there was an economic siump
and widespread unemployment
among returning war veterans.

he result was nearly 4,000
sor strikes involving four

million workers, feeding fears

as it had in Russia.

These fears were fanned
by the media, especially after
bombs went off in eight cities
in June 1919. One exploded in
the Massachusetts legislature.
In September 1919, when the

' Boston police went on strike for

higher pay, the press became
nearly hysterical. It depicted
the events as “a Bolshevik
nightmare” with the city under
the control of subversives. In
the words of the September
12% New York Times, the strike
provided “along look at the
fires of anarchy and crime
that smolder asleep under
civilization.”

To inflame fears further,
white mobs attacked African
Americans in twenty-two cities
across the country between
April and October 1919. State
and local authorities claimed
to be powerless in the face
of these race riots, which left
seventy-eight people dead. But
they were prepared to arrest
those African Americans who
defended themselves.

The government seemed
less concerned with the actual
violence directed against
African Americans and trade
unionists, than with the
imagined nightmare of a violent
attack against 6.1 ~sstablished

st
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the Ku Klux Klan mobilized
to “save’” American values
from dangerous immigrants
and radicals, the U.S. Justice
Department, under Attorney
Genetal A. Mitchell Palmer,
ordered raids on homes,
meétitig places, pool halls and
other public places in thirty-
three American cities.

The “Palmer raids” of
January 1920 resulted in as
many as 10,000 arrests of

~ suspected “radicals.” Most

were made without warrants or
probable cause of wrongdoing.
Nearly a thousand immigrants
were deported without any
kind of a fair hearing. Many
people agreed with the
Massachusetts Secretary of State
who said if he could, he would
take those who were arrested
“out in the yard every morning
and shoot them, and the next
day would have a trial to see

whether they were guilty.”*
The attack on the rights of ‘
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some led to the loss of rights
for all. Everyone had to think
the same way —or else. As

one British journalist put it,
“pmerica is the land of liberty -
liberty to keep in step.”*

Against this background,
it is easy to see how Upton_
Sinclair could get arrested
for reading the Bill of Rights.
But the news was not all bad.
The Palmer Raids led to the
creation of an organization to
challenge violations of rights,
and ensure that “liberty” could
have its day in court. In 1920,
the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) was formed by
private individuals to be an
enforcement mechanism for the
Bill of Rights.

In the same year, after more
than seventy years of organized
struggle, women finally won the
vote with the ratification of the
Nineteenth Amendment. Their
importance in the labor force
during the Rirst Whorld War had
made it politically impossible to
continue to deny them suffrage.

The U.S. &

r‘
dpreuu, Court was

not yet prepared to uphold the
First Amendment in the cases

it heard involving dissenting
ideas. But in this period the
court at last took steps to define
when speech and ideas should
be protected, not just from
interference by the federal

. o
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government, but also from state

.and Tocal Tepression:~ -

During the 1920s, the Sacco
and Vanzetti case offered a
umque opportunity for pubhc
education. In May 1920,
Nicola Sacco and Bartholomeo
Vanzetti, who were Italian
immigrant anarchists, were
arrested and charged with
the robbery and murder of a
factory paymaster and guard in
Braintree, Massachusetts. -

The enormous world-wide
publicity given their case
focused international attention
on America’s fear of foréigners
and radical ideas, and on
possible violations of their due
process rights. On the day of

their execution, August 23, 1927,

The New York Times devoted
five full pages to the event, and
newspapers in several countries
gave it front-page headlines.
Their deaths in a Massachusetts
electric chair sparked huge

and angry demonstrations in
London, Paris, Geneva and

other cities in Europe, South

" America, Africa and Australia,

and the stree‘t'sqjg’_libston were

PARIS 10BS LOOT SHORS, BATTLE POLLCE,

(N NIGHT RIOTING"

ONSTRATIONS GOONABROAD

besieged. Writers and
musicians ‘made sure that-Sacco
and Vanzetti would not be
forgotten.

In 1925, the Scopes “monkey
trial” in Tennessee got many
people thinking for the first
time about the importance of
the First Amendment and the
free exchange of ideas. Nearly
a thousand people cranamed
into a Tennessee courtroom to
witness this test of a law passer -
by the Termessee legislature,,
which made it unlawful to
teach in public schools “any
theory that denies the story
of divine creation of man as
taught in the Bible.” Attorney
Clarence Darrow defended the
young biology teacher, John '
Scopes, who taught evolution
in the classroom, while William
Jennings Bryén, a renowned
orator and politician, spoke in
defense of the new law.

Scopes lost, and it would
be decades before the US.
Supfeme Court would rule in
cases involving religion and th= -
public schools. But the Bill of
Rights was stirring into life.



Name: Date: - US HISTORY

The Twenties

Fromd Walk Through the 20" Century with Bill Moyers

1. Whatis Bill Moyers trying to accomplish with this history of the 20s?

2. May Care ' 3. Old

Romanctic version of the 20s Doctor 50 miles away (and expensive)
risk-taking High infant mortality
Popular memory of the 20s Hard Work

| Rainbows

Moyers on his father and about istory: “like most people be puts aside the painful
memories to cherish the happy ones” . .

4. List some of the “simple pleasures”

5. What gave the 20s their excitement?

6. Explain: “Victoriauism was dead”
(seeing moxe of the “new woman”)

) 7. Contested definitions of flapper

8. Stats on prohibition:

9. Significance of prohibition

10. Whywasn’t federal enforcement successful?

I

11. Work for most Americans was . . . -

12. The movies were NOT focused on
13. Rather they focused on

14. What did the movies do to America?

) 15. But the highest respect went to (ot an athlete) . . .because

s



Name: __ ) Date: ‘ US HISTORY
16. Major effects of the Great Wax

17. Who said “Machinery is the new Messiah?”
18. What if a customer wanted a Ford that wasn't black?

19. Phene stats (and how did one dial her phone?)

20. The other new way to send a human voice across the miles?
21. Extravagance: “Everybody had 1,2,3,4,5...“diaodonds!

22. Man in blue coat made how much in a week?

23. Bull market pealcs:

24. Explain: “low margin roles”

25. How do memory and fact diverge with regard to the economic situation in the 20s?

26. Man in grey shirt (with the hair) makes how much an hour? (which buys .. .?)

27. Woman in red blouse makes how much in a weelg?
28. Economists say the depression was causedby....

29. But_____of the nationlives in poverty. (They weren't doing much “consumer
spending”)
30. The 20s were NOT a prosperous time fox:

31. Funny: even the “poor” remember the 20s fondly . . . howis this possible?
(Bring this to bear on the puzzle Moyers presetits at the beginning of the show.)

'32. The role of hope and the installment plan on the phenomenon in question 31:

33. The presidents as optimists?
-§4—-



Name: Date: US HISTORY

34. Harding: didn’t want to be the best president. What did he wane?

35. “Silent Cal” Coolidge who said, “aman who builds a factery builds 2 temﬁle,”
believed prosperity was created by whom?

36. Hoover's reputation upon taking office:
P P

37. What was wrong with Smith, Hoever’s opponent in the 1928 efection?

38. Hoover’s presidency engulfed by ...
39. The 20s arose out of

40, Union mrovementt in 20s

41. Why is the Sacco and Vanzetti case 50 controverxsial?

42, What did Eberals enjoy about the Scopes monkey trisl according to the grey shirt
(hair) man? o

43, The dualism dfthe ReW VWO ERALL

44, Race relations
45, KK ’s power in Indiana
46. lynching

Worth noting: “The 20s had not two but countless faces, some of them ugly and
hatefuls;’ (But some that we thank for being so good, so henest, and so dear—Like any
age, no? _
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BUCK v. BELL, 274 U.S. 200 (1927) 42 clesetilqze. eV

' i 4
. Mr. Justice HOLMES delivered the opinion of the Court. wuk (/L-@/V 0W/

This is a writ of error to review a judgment of the Supreme Court of Appeals of the State of
Virginia, affirming a judgment of the Circuit Court of Amherst'County, by which the defendant
in error, the superintendent of the State Colony for Epileptics and Feeble Minded, was ordered to
‘perform the operation of salpingectomy upon Carrie Buck, the plaintiff in error, for the purpose
of making her sterile. 143 Va. 310, 130 S. E. 516. The case comes here upon the contention that
the statute authorizing the judgment is void under the Fourteenth Amendment as denying to the
plaintiff in error due process of law and the equal protection of the laws.

Carrie Buck is a feeble-minded white woman who was committed to the State Colony above
mentioned in due form. She is the daughter of a feeble- minded mother in the same institution,
and the mother of an illegitimate feeble-minded child. She was eighteen years old at the time of
the trial of her case in the Circuit Court in the latter part of 1924. An Act of Virginia approved
March 20, 1924 recites that the health of the patient and the welfare of society may be promoted
in certain cases by the sterilization of mental defectives, under careful safeguard, etc.; that the
steriliz:a_ltion may be effected in males by vaéectomy and in females by salpingectomy, without
serious pain or substantial danger to life; that the Commonwealth is supporting in various -
institutions many defective persons who if now discharged would become a menace but if ,
incapable of procreating might be discharged with safety and become self-supporting with benefit
to themselves and to society; and that experience has shown that heredity plays an important part
in the transmission of insanity, imbecility, etc. The statute then enacts that whenever the
superintendent of certain institutions including the above named State Colony shall be of opinion
that it is for the best interest of the patients and of society that an inmate under his care should be
se{‘gﬁally sterilized, he may have the operation performed upon any patient afflicted with
hereditary forms of insanity, imbecility, etc., on complying with the very careful provisions by
which the act protects the patients from possible abuse.

The superintendent first presents a petition to the special board of directors of his hospital or
colony, stating the facts and the grounds for his opinion, verified by affidavit. Notice of the
petition and of the time and place of the hearing in the institution is to be served upon the inmate,
and also upon his guardian, and if there is no guardian the superintendent is to apply to the Circuit
_ Court of the County to appoint one. If the inmate is a minor notice also is to be given to his
parents, if any, with a copy of the petition. The board is to see to it that the inmate may attend the
hearings if desired by him or his guardian. The evidence is all to-be reduced to writing, and after
the board has made its order for or against the operation, the superintendent, or the inmate, or his
guardian, may appeal to the Circuit Court of the County. The Circuit Court may consider the
record of the board and the evidence before it and such other admissible evidence as may be’
offered, and may affirm, revise, or reverse the order of the board and enter such order as it deems
juét. Finally any party may apply to the Supreme Court of Appeals, which, if it grants the appeal,
is to hear the case upon the record of the trial {274 (ISJS 200, 207] in the Circuit Court and may



enter such order as it thinks the Circuit Court should have entered. There can be no doubt that so
far as procedure is concerned the rights of the patient are most carefully considered, and as every
stép in this case was taken in scrupulous compliance with the statute and after months of

observation, there is no doubt that in that reépect the plaintiff in error has had due process at law.

The attack is not upon the procedure but upon the substantive law. It seems to be contended that
in no circumstances could such an order be Justified. It certainly is contended that the order
cannot be justified upon the existing grounds. The judgment finds the facts that have been recited
and that Carrie Buck ‘is the probable potential parent of socially inadequate offspring, likewise
afflicted, that she may. be sexually sterilized without detriment. to her general health and that her
welfare and that of society will be promoted by her sterilization,' and thereupon makes the order.
... We have seen more than once that the public welfare may call upon the best citizens for their
lives. It would be strange if it could not call upon those who already sap the strength of the State
for these lesser sacrifices, often not felt to be such by those concemed, in order to prevent our
being swamped with incompetence. It is better for all the world, if instead of waiting to execute
degenerate offspring for crime, or to let them starve for their imbecility, society can prevent those
who are manifestly unfit from continuing their kind. ... Three generations of imbeciles are
enough... '

J udgment afﬁnﬁed.

Mr. Justice BUTLER dissents.

Questions:
1.” Who is Buck and what will happen to her as a result of this decision?
2. Whatis the reasoning in this argument by Justice Holmes?

3. What amendment is the issue in this case?

4. Do you ag-ree with the judgment? Why or why not?

5. Is this a progressive decision? Why or why not?

2
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In the aftermath of World War I and the collapse of Woodrow Wilson’s health
and his presidency, the Republican party regained control of the White House
and the Congress. President Warren G. Harding promised the nation a “return
to normalcy.” This meant abandoning the efforts of Wilson and Theodore Roo-
sevelt to promote political reform and economic regulation. Instead, the Republi-
cans would revive the pro-business orientation that had served the party so well
during the Gilded Age. Harding’s successors, Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoo-
ver, shared this philosophy. Coolidge, who assumed office in 1923 upon the
death of Harding, proclaimed that the “business of America is business.”

To foster the growth of business, the Republicans emphasized reduced gov-
ernment spending, lower taxes, and higher tariffs. Secretary of the Treasury An-
drew Mellon, a wealthy Pittsburgh banker and industrialist, slashed personal
income and estate tax rates and sharply reduced federal government spending.
Coolidge once remarked that if the federal government disappeared, few would
notice and even fewer would regret it. At the same time, Secretary of Commerce
Herbert Hoover worked closely with business leaders to create benefits for work-
ers so as to reduce the appeal of trade unions. He also established new govern-
ment initiatives to help mediate disputes between labor and management and
thereby avert strikes and boycotts.

The Democrats, meanwhile, fragmented along sectional lines that reflected
the cultural civil wars of the decade. The rural faction, rooted in the South and
West, sustained a commitment to cultural populism. This meant support for
Prohibition, fundamentalism, the Klan, and govermment support for farmers.
The urban faction of the party, centered in the growing cities of the East and
Midwest, depended for its support on immigrant groups that were largely Cath-
olic or Jewish. They tended to oppose Prohibition and recoil from the Protestant
orthodoxy of their rural counterparts.

The split within the Democratic party turned into a chasm at the 1924 na-
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198 CHAPTER 27 REPUBLICAN RESURGENCE AND DECLINE

tional convention in New York. Efforts to unify the divided party proved fruit-
less. Urban delegates dismissed the “rubes and hicks” from “the sticks” while
populist spokesmen charged that metropolitan Democrats were “rooted in cor-
ruption, directed by greed and dominated by selfishness.” A northern effort to
pass a resolution condemning the Ku Klux Klan aroused birter opposition from
the southern delegates, and failed by one vote. ‘

Progressives in both parties felt alienated by the conservative spirit of the
times. Inn the 1924 clection they rallied their support behind the third-party can-
didacy of Robert La Follctte of Wisconsin, who headed a revived Progressive
party. La Follette and the Progressives adopted a pro-labor and pro-farm plat-
form that echoed the Populists: it called for federal ownership of railroads and
utilities, higher taxes on the wealthy, the end of child labor, and conservation of
natural resources. La Follette received the endorsement of the Socialist party and
the American Federation of Labor, and he drew nearly 5 miillion votes, mostly
Jrom disaffected Democrats. Nevertheless, he still finished a distant third behind
Coolidge and Davis.

Four years later Herbert Hoover rode the wave of economic prosperity into
the White House. In his acceptance speech he predicted the “final triumph over
poverty,” and in his inaugural address he declored that he “had no fears for the
future of our country. It is bright with hope.” Hoover embodied the principles of
rugged individualism and equal opportunity embedded in the American experi-
ence. Although a staunch supporter of corporate interests and ardent defender of
Prohibition, he was a more progressive thinker than either Harding or Coolidge.
Hoover believed that capitalism had advanced beyond the.initial stage of cut-
throat competition and was entering a period of: 7atzonal cooperation'in market-
ing, wage policies, and product standardization: ':“He alsa argued that it was in
the best interests of corporate America for busing .es ta .engage in voluntary acts
of welfare capitalism, extending beneﬁts to' workirg, in- D;dEI to eliminate the
need for trade unions and to blunt the appeal Oqu cialism,

Hoover was by far the best qualified and most. able ‘of all the Republican
presidents during the twenties, but he assumed office in 1929, the year in which
the Great-Bull Market collapsed and the nation began to spiral downward
into the worst economic depression in its histozy To be 'sure, Hoover did not
cause the Great Depression, but he failed to tecognize ominous warning signals,

The Great Depression deepened quickly after October 1929 and spread
across the country. In 1930 alone almost 1,300 bdnks closed their doors, Diring
1931 another 2,300 collapsed.” Unemployment rose from 3 percent in 1929 to
25 percent in 1933, meaning that almost 13 million people found themselves
jobless.

Statistics hardly comvey the human costs of the depression. Prolonged unem-
ployment led people to lose their homes and farms. By the thousands, the dis-
placed and dispossessed began to roam the streets and byways, looking for work,

begging for money, and sleeping on benches or the griufd. Suicides increased by
30 percent between 1929 and 1932, and-marriage and birth rates plummeted,
Those already living on the margin of society were especially hard hit: Afri
can Americans, Mexican-Americans, and recent immigrants. Yet for all of the
d(.p1 ession’s devastating effects, most Americans refused'to suécumb to Jatalist,
They persevered, displaying a grittv tenacity that was both inspiring and enno-
bling. They refused to let Iz 6905 break their spirits or corrupt their dignity.
As Ma Joad declares in John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath (1936). “Thev
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] U.S History
Name: * The Great Depression

- "Brether, €an You Spare a Bime,;"
Lyries by Yip Harbiirg, sritisie by jay Germey (98 §)
" As you listen to the song being played, take notes on the melody & where in the

song the lyrics seem light-hearted, but the music says otherwise.

They used to tell me | was building a dream, and so | followed the mob,
When there was earth to plow, or guns to bear, | was always there right on the
\ job.
They used to tell me | was building a dream, with peace and glory ahead,
‘Why should [ be standing in line, just waiting for bread?

Once | built a railroad, | made it run, made it race against time.
Once | built a railroad; now it's done. Brother, can you spare a dime?
Once | built a tower, up to the sun, brick,and rivet, and lime;
Once | built a tower, now it's done. Brother, can you spare a dime?

Once in khald suits, gee we looked swell,
Full of thatYankee Doodly Dum,
Half 2 million boots went slogging through Hell,
And | was the kid with the drum!

Say, don't you remember; they called me Al; it was Al all the time.
Why don't you remember, I'm your pal? Buddy, can you spare a dime?

Once in khaki suits, gee-we looked swell,
Full of that Yankee Doodly Dum,
Half a million boots went slogging through Hell,
And | was the kid with the drum!

say, don't you remember; they called me Al; it was Al all the time.
Say, don't you remember, I'm your pal? Buddy, can you spare a dime!
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"On the Good Ship Lollypop”
Writer: WHITING, RICHARD A.CLARE, SIDNEY
Sung by Shirley Temple

T've thrown away my toys, even my drum and train.
T wanna make some noise with real live aeroplanes.

Some day I'm going to fly, I'll be a pilot too.
And when I do, how would you like to be my crew?

On The Good Ship Lollipop.
It's a sweet trip to a candy shop
Where bon-bons play
On the sunny beach of Peppermint Bay.

Lemonade stands everywhere
Crackerjack bands fill the air
And there you are
Happy landing on a chocolate bar.

See the sugar bowl do the tootsie roll
With the big bad-devil's food cake. -
Tf you eat too much ooh-ooh
You'll awake with a fummy ache.

On The Good Ship Lollipop
Tt's a night trip into bed you hop
And dream away
On The Good Ship Lollipop
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YWtien Shoitld Govepnment Step ih?

Head each Seenario and WHLS. dovd Wh@bﬁer you think the g'@vemmen-ﬁ
should step in.and whab they sheyld do for eac_h scendria.

‘Seenario _ )
Should Government Get

4. Youwork for'Ford Motor Involved? Whab should they
(empany, 1ive In Defrgit and do% . ‘ o

». haveawifeands chilgren. Your '
wages and the wages, of eyeryore
in jroun depamtmem: havs just
baen reduced by 2B%.

1.

2. B monthlater tHe Ford Gompa:ﬂy 2,
Hres 1,000 workeid —ineliding
yow.

5, It ‘besnancthEr 6 m@nths and ‘ B.
' yous’cﬂl amnpt; finda j6b: '

The. ba:mk‘. yakes YA Y OUR ﬁ@uSe
. 7 41‘.

;VQUI*SeIfhave i
by butlding sh it

sorapmetal and wHod. All .
forrilies Wiing in this ghanfybow
wreltvingin domdibtions with B
plumbmg, 1o heat, no eleciriclby,
eyenno windows - ~ the houses A8:
_ only 1 reorhs

5. Ibs 6 months Iater. You still haye
1o job, RO ghe- will hire your irife
“glther. Your children have grown - -
out of all oftheir clothes,which.
are worn.down ko threads.

8. Your farilly is gomghungry You
" haive no mmomey to by food.

e Everyone i’ your shanytown ig )
starving. Evan your brotherand )
“his famnilyrin Pittsbu:rgh Tost there -
house and are going hungry.

*8. You hearon the hewshab £5% of .
thie workforce is uneinployed. 8.
- 7 4 -
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Herbert Hoover on dlrect aid

"The zmporz‘ance of the Preservation of Self-Help and the Responsibility of
’ Indwzdual Generoszty as Opposed fo Detemoratmg Eﬁ’ecz‘s of Governmental

Approp; iations”
Febl uary 3 ]93]

Th1s is on an jssue as 1o whether people shall go hungry ot. oold in the Umted
‘St ates. Itis solely a questmn of the best method by Wthh hunger and cold shaﬂ
- be prevented Tt is a quest1on as to hether the Amencan people on one hand will i
.- ..»mamtam the spmt of oha:c1ty and mu utual self help through Voluntary g1vmg and the -

| responsfblhty of local govemment as d1st1ngmshed on the o’ther hand from

o - appropnatlons out of the Feder 1Treasury for suoh purposes My own oonv1ot1on .

I strongly that if we break, down this sense of respon81b1hty of md1v1dual .

o genero sity to 1nd1v1dua1 and mutual self help i 1n the oountry in t1mes of nat1ona1

difficulty and if we start approprlanons of ﬂns cHracter We have- not only
nnpaned somethmg infin tely yaluable in the life of the American people. but have

L struok at the roots of self— government Onoe this happened it is not the cost: of a-

- few soore millions but we are faced with the abyss of reliance in future upon
. Government charity’ m some form ot other The money mvolved is mdeed the

least of the oosts to Axnerloan 1deals and Amemcan mstmmons

‘What does Hoove; belleve about dzrect azd? Do you thmk he convinces the . ::". '
~Americanpeople? What do you ‘think about dz; ect aid? - C T
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The. fJIst prmm.ple Lw
primaty. duty rests on.
loc goverrmen’c and priva
care o theTe Tef of TNEmpIOY e
comedo a smlaﬂon,where #here, arhe‘_so‘ man D
ple out of work thet local :

ds arefn entiuw
t Tt seems Cleat! to,me fhatthe olganlzed'.ﬂomety
knovm as the State comes.into theip:
point. Iry o’rherwords,.the obligation,of
ment is extendedfo the next. “hicher.unibs -
Tt took.the preslent Repubhcan'adnumstra’c,on
in Washington almost: #hree:yeatsto.reco gmze.
" this principle, }have récotinted to youfm‘oﬂm )
_speeches, and.dtisa matter of.general - informia?
" Hon,that forat Jenbt Fwo:years. afier fheerash the.
oily efforts madeby:the nahonaladzmmﬁrahon )
_to.cope wifh the: distress of; unemploymen’c were
" ig denyits existence.. v T, ¢ § e
I have constantly 1 reiterated my conwc’aon .

that the- expend_ttures of cities, states; and.- the fed-- -

eral governmeritmust be reduced in-the dnterest:+
of themation ag-a- whole. Ibeheve that-theze are;
| IRy, Ways which.such reduetiony of exp endl—
futes can takeplace, butl ammterly,unwﬂhn .
. that econormy shiould be prachsed atfhie” exp etise
~of starvmg people ‘

: obhgahon.of
 wwelfaze and well? bemg,
of 1’cs c1hzens N

i
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CHAPTER 26 = FDR AND THE NEW DEAL

430

‘ :

-z
|

e o e T e ap

- e b raddiated confidence as he .

- pledged a New-Deal jaf the American people. Koosevelt wort the presidency in a land-

slide (472 electoral votes t0 59) and the Democrats guined coritro] ‘of botl houses of
Congress. But in the four long months between the electiort and inauguration—soort
remedied when the Twentieth  Amendment moved the inauguration from 4 March to

20 January—the Great Depression worsened: Unemployment. increased, more busi- .

nesses failed, and there were numerous “runs” onbanks, as panicked depositors with-
drew life savings which forced some banks to close their doors. On inauguration day

80 percent of America’s banks were closed (either by declared state holiday or by fail- -
ure) and the country wgs Tiear economic i, Roosevelt’s inavigural ‘address, -

excerpted below, exuded a sense of vigor and action at a time when Americans suf-
feredl a crisis of confidence. -

W -

QuesﬁoNs To Censtoer FNS \Nt’/\Z. ﬂ;@\/ﬂf

"1 Tn what ways does Franklin Roosevelt seek to build the American.
+ people’s confidence? : - ’
2. What does Roosevelt believe are the significant problems facing the
- nation? * : o T ' -
3, ‘How-does he propose t0 solve them? o
- 4 For what pﬁrposeé: does Roosevelt refer to'the crisis as similar to war?
5. What is the significance of this spe,'e.,ch?:i Sy
art certain that my fellow Americans expect that on my induction
into the Presidency I will address fhern with a candor-and a decision
which the present sittation of our Nation, impels, This is preeminently the -

time to speak'the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need we -

* ghrink from - honestly facing conditions n our country today. This great .. .

.Nation will endure as it has endured, ill revive and will prosper. 5o, first of

all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear -
. jtself—nameless, unreasoring; unjustified terror which paralyzes needed
. efforts to convert fetreat nfo advance. In every dark hour of our national life
. a leadership of frankness and vigor has met with that understanding and

support of the people themselves which is essential to victory. I am convinced

shat you will- again give that support to leadership in these critical days.

Tn such a gpirit onmy part and on yours we face ot common difficulties.

... They concern, fhank God, only material things: Values have shrunken to fan-'

tastic levels; taxes have risen; our ability to pay has fallen; government of all

" kinds is faced by serious curtailment of income;:the means-of exchange are.

frozen in the currends of trade; the withered leaves of industrial enterprise lie

" -on every side; £armers- find: no markets for their produce; the savings of

many years in thousands of families are gone.

—_—
e

Mnaugural Address, Miarch 4, 1933, The Public Papm:s' and Addresses of Franklin D. Rooseuelt,
Vol. 2: The Year of Crists, 1933, comu, .C%amnn‘ T Rosenman (New York, 1938), 11-16."
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More jmportant, & host of unemployed citizens face the grim problem of

existence, and an equally great number toil with little refdm. Only a foolish

optimist can deny the darkre ities of the mornent. . .
Yet ot distress cOmes from no failure of substance. We are stricken bymo -

plague of locusts. Compared with the perils which our forefathers con-

| ,_quered because they believed and were not.afraid, we have still much to be

- hankful for. Nature oHIl offers her bounty and human efforts have mult-
plied it. Plenty is at our doorstep, but a generous use of it languishes in the
very sight of the supply. .. - ' S ‘ N

Our greatest primary task is to put people to work. This is no unsolvable

probiem if we face it wisely and courageously. It can be accomplished in part
by direct recruiting by the Government itself, treating the task as we would
treat the emergency of a war, but at the same time, through this employment, .
accomplishing greatly needed projects {0 stimulate and reorganize the use of

i
L.
3
1

i
l
!

!
| our natural resources.
|
I

Hand in hand with this we must ‘frankly recognize the overbalance of
popilation in our industrial ceriters and, by engaging ona national scale ina
redistribuﬁoh, endeavor to providé a better use of the land for those best fit- )
ted: for the land. The task can be hélped by definite efforts to raise the values
of agricultural products and wifh this the power to purchase the output of
our cities. It can be helped by preventing realistically the tragedy of the
owing loss through foreclosure of our small homes and our farms. It can
be helped by insistence that the Federal, State; and local governments act
forthwith on the demand that their cost be drastically reduced. It can be
helped by the unifying of relief activities which today are often scattered,
uneconomical, and tnequal. It can be helped by national planning for and
"| supervision of all forms of fransportation and of communications and other
_ yilities which have 2 definitely public character. Thete are many ways in
which it can be helped, but it can never be help ed'by merely talking about it.
| Wemustact and act quicldy: -
b Finally, in our progress toward a resumption of work we require two safe- .
i guards against a.return of the evils of the old order; there must be a strict R
~ Jupervision of all banking and credits and investments, so that there willbe © .« - .
L] end to speculation with other people’s money; and there must be provi- | o ’
). sion For an adequate but sound currency. S S ’
1. These are the lines of attack. I shall presently urge upon new Congress;”
- .|\ -in special sessiony detailed measures for their fulfillment, and 1 shall seek the- |
immediate assistance of the several States. . .+

al authority, to bring

T am prepared under my constifutional duty to re;om;lﬁlend the measures. !
' Hence'and wisdom, I shall seek, within my consttution
Ju to speedy adoption. :

that a stricken Nation in the midst of & stricken world may require. These !
|  measures, oL such other. measures as the Congress may build out of 1ts expe- l\
.{ ...~ But in.the event that the Congress ghall: f4il to take one of .these two :._,\1'
) .courses, and in the event that the national emergency s still critical, T shall not:’

evade the clear course of duty that will then confront me, I shall ask the Con- R
_gress for the Qne,‘remaining,instrumen’c to meet the' crises—broad Executive | R
BRI " ‘.. r powerto wagea war against the e;xxérgericy, as great as the power that would
i"..be given fomme if we werein fact invaded by a foreignfoe., .. o oo
i -1 For the trust reposed-imme T will refurn the.courage and the devotion that”. - ;
o befit the time. I cant donoless:. ' o SR

L4 el

.

» mational wnity; with the clear satisfacion, that comes and prec;_ous,moral val-

. wes; with the clean satisfaction that,comes from’ the stein, performance of’
: e duty by old and young alike. We aim at the assurance ofa .round'ed'andlper- .
e o manentnaﬁonal]ife. e e R Ce Co ’

: ) " We do not distrust the future of essential demoéracjr. The people‘of the

L) o United States have not failed, Ir. their need they have registered a mandate

’ that they want direct; vigorous action. They have-asked for discipline and

: , direction W7 §— _dership. : . .
aAn ' o They have e me the present instrument of their wishes. In the spirit of
ien AF THake it :

1. a1 Tl meeino of God. May He

" e face the axduous days fhat he Defore is.in the warm courage of S
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FDR’s Three R’s: Relief, Recovery, Reform

Goals:

Relief:
o Toimme
Depression
o To assist distresse
and/or loans

» Mostly temporary o =
Cireated jobs to curb unemployment (€X- CCC)

diately relieve the panicking & stress of the Great
¢ monetary payments ;

d peoplé through direc

@

Recovery: . : ‘ _ - A

o To aid farmers, business OWNers; and Workersﬁespeciaﬂy in
industries troubled most in the 1920s (ex. Clonstruction)

o To get the economy moving again & lift the country out of

depfession IR '

. s To not only Imp

couitry by provi
public works that make a lasting impa.
Parks, schools, roads, dams, etc.)

o Solye overproduction and u;lder—consumpﬁon

i

conomic conditions in the .
also through production"of
ot on America (ex.

rove present e
ding work, but

Reform: - - o
o To eliminate abuse in the economy
e Toprevent future depressions
o To protect ALL Americans—inves‘éo
future '
"s To fix structur
Great Depression

1S, CONSUIMETS, etc. in the .

al problems with the economy that caused the



Initials | Real Year | Description Relief, Individualism or
name: Recovery or | Collectivism?
Reform?

TVA

CCC

AAA Paid farmers NOT to plant their | Relief and C—creates
land, reduces overproduction, Recovery involuntary bonds
kills off livestock, increases between people
prices—works by 1934

SSA ~

REA

FDIC

SEC

WPA.

NLRB

FWP

HW: Fill out this chart using your textbook. (694-707)
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. 5. The 'Biqn,us~Arm>%_gcohéistéd of .

The 20* Century: The 30s R -

Video Guide . us 2

Hoover's Response . . :
|. - The republican presiderts Harding, Coolidge and Hoover took what approach to the

economy?

2. What were Hoover's 2 big mistakes in responding to the Great Depression!

3. Many Americans were troubled that, Hoover was willing to sign appropriations that, provided
feed to starving livestock but that he was unwilling to provide direct relief to starving people.
Explain his thinking. " :

4.‘ Some: | 932 stats: "
° . __‘of the nation’s people unemployed

° of home mortgages in default (with about 1000 foreclosures per day)
e . banks closing peryear . L L
. over - rural schools didn't open for the 1 931-2 school y__ear.(means’ ~25,000 -

students wlo ‘classes)

‘ Snus: .+ 'who wanted an early payment of their | |
.Wa.r‘b'onU's (like a one-time retirement check). Why, did they eygzn‘tua\ly leave Washington D.CI

The New Dedl

6. "What was the impact of Roosevelt's battle with Polio or'} his po\i’é\cal approach) pﬁi\osophy?

s

-+ -7, Famnous words from Roosevelt's famous jhaugural address in 1933: ‘."The only-thing we have to

s el
g ikt Rodséveltak fom Congiessto ded i o I
- 9. What P‘”Obi,em. did Roosevelt set out to fixfirstl -

K TON

10, List three famous national structures that were constructedduring’ch.e New-Deall - =
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(1. What were the goals of the TVA (Fehnessee.Vel\ey Aoth'ority)? T R

|7, What was the main criticism of the VAT o ' R

3. What was the goal of the CCE (Civillan Cohservation Corps)

|4, What were did the Federal Arts Program and the WPA artistic divisions accomphsh? Do you
thlnk thls was a good use of government money7 - o _

l'xx'-

. ' -

R R HE I R ..»"n‘: ARt R R U S R Pt S TRAL :
1 orE " °

o, : e
e - PEFIR ST

5 What d\d the 21 . Amendment do? o . : o .
n 6 Accordlng ’co historian Howard Zinn, ’li'he New Deal . bu’t dtdnt end the suﬁermg “of
the Great Depre3510n, i’ preveht open rebe\hon i ' . . :
' R
17, Prov&de ev1dence "tHat Fewabs time “of tremendous socxa{ Gtest, ‘t\me When *ﬁhe‘o;éople SRR

. were takxng matters |nto theirown'hands. - - L

18, d*gan:lzed labor had a hard [ good time in the early 30s. Expia'\n.

¥ . R IO

comeback in the middle and late 3087+ |-

19, Llst factors Jed to organized labor's

7_0 The New Deal created a Safety Net" What refohms to the won'<ing' personzéflhi'fe were part of o

thls?




21, Why did some members of the "capitalist class" like the New Deal?

22, " said, "Every man a king,' and he especially meant himselfl What did this
phrase mean! : ‘ -

23. \What can we conclude from the.fact that Americans treated outlaws like Bonnie and Clyde
with such reverencel '

Black America during the Depression | .
24. The 1936 Olympics were held in . Gerrnany where black track star jessie_,Owens’ .
~ undermined Hitler's dream of proving the superiority of the “Aryan" race by winning and

~ winhing and winning! ‘ '

- 25.0n miﬁy ways, the Depreééion. hit black America hardest: African Americans made up

 percent of the relief rolls during the Depression and were usually the _ to.be hired and. -
: t’h".e. S fo'be fired. . - : : o
. 26.1n 1933 the Federal Govar@me;n;c,.fai.l{:d (again) to.make B 3 federal crime, ’
S 7 The L - boys were _fa\sély accused. convicted and sentenced to Jéath for the e

o “rape 2 of white girls. (They were not uktimately executed, but found innocent on, appeal) . -

28. ‘Ho.\‘/'v', according to the video, did'success;es.i_n ‘sports and music help /African Americans |
~ “advance their claim to equal g’rtilzenship? S . : I

'29. Why-did Marion Anderson have to sing at the Lincoln Memorial? - | . . -

30. What was Eleanor Roosé”i’}?a\t”s contribdﬁon 1o the tradition of libe’ra\i’srﬁ in the"'US?

31. As a résult of the persistence of tiriequal treatment they recelved; many African Americans - o
were drawn to the . party in the 30s. ce T ¥
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A Bracero Compares Expectations versus Reality of Life in the United States

José Francisco Delgado Soto traveled extensively around the United States as a bracero. He worked in Michigan,
California, Washington, and Texas picking apples, cherries, corn, eggplants, lettuce, pears, pumpkins, and sugar beets.
He describes what Mexicans hoped to find in the United States and contrasts that with the often difficult labor and
loneliness of bracero life. This interview was translated from the original Spanish. :

interviewer: What was said, what was the atmosphere like there on the train!

Mr. Delgado: Well happy, you Kknow! Because we were g0ing to where there was another way of being,
different from that of ours, which was dollars. In this way the people were pleased, you know? But | remember
that they barely paid us, | mean, we earned very little. They set the hour like at $0.50 cents and well that was
very little. And even though, supposedly they were going to take into account how much we advanced, you
know! in the fields. But as | said, the pay was too little, taking an account by hour, $0.50 cents was too-little...

Interviewer: Before leaving to g0 there, how did you imagine the United States?

Mr. Delgado: Well | always likked the way things are there, you know? Like, by talking with people. Because |
had a friend here where | worked in the (teneria) skins factory, here in my town...he was from [the United
States] and he came for fear of the war you know?, here to the town. He knew English well, because | think he
studied there and all of that. Then | became interested in English, | would ask him, just like that, how certain
things were said, you know! :

Interviewer: ...Did he speak of nice things?, Did he say it was pretty over therel, or what would he say?
Mr. Delgado: Well almost nothing, about those things | never really asked him, how things were over there.
| was more interested in the English [language]..- The English language was interesting to me and still today [
know] a few things...| remember the first word that | learned how to say in English, it was to say thank you.
(Laughs.)

[Later in the interview, describing work in Michigan]

Interviewer: About what time did you finish? Do you remember more or less about how many hours were
your workdays? -

Mr. Delgado: Well, | ¢hink about eight to ten hours.
Interviewer: And finishingin the evenings, what did everyone do!?

Mr. Delgado: Well, that was it, nothing more, make something for dinner and rest, it was, all that one did,
you know! And then get oneself ready for the next day.

Interviewer: And again the same thing. And what days did you rest!

Mr. Delgado: On Sundays, wherever you were, you don't work, you know? ...We went out, | remember
there, in that place, we went out to where there was nearby lake, and in Michigan there are many lakes. |s the
city, | mean, it is the Lakes State. We would go to 2 lake or take a walk around, to have a cold drink around
there were they sold them, to a market, well that was what we did on Sundays...

Interviewer: And in those places that you mentioned, and also in the restaurants or in the bars or the stores

where you bought your grocery, Did you have any problems of being rejected or of racism that they would not
allow you to go in? '
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Mr. Delgado: No, not on that one, well, in other o

AMERICAN SOCIAL HISTORY PROJECT ° CENTER FOR MEDIA AND LEARNING

ccasions 1 did, but not in that one.

Interviewer: There in Michigan you didn't have to go through that?

Mr. Delgado: No, no. There, they never deny
us, you know? Because, we Were dressed di

us anything. You could see the people, later they would look at’
flerently and all of that. | remember one time that | was wearing 2

hat, the kind that they used to use here in the town and would wear it over there and they would look at us

because of that.,

Interviewer:

In general, how did they treat you,

say, the people from there right? The Americans, t

they give you how did they see you!

Mr. Delgado:

| remember. The only thing was once they did not..
wanted beer and they said: “No.” That no,

age for them to sell it to us.
[Later in the interview]

Mr. Delgado:

interviewer:

From Michigan they transferred u
days to arrive from one place to another, because i

they cou

the braceros, when you where there! The people, | say, let's
he people that livedbin the towns, what kind of treatment did

Well, during that time because we didr’t mix in at all, we would only go out to buy something,
_We wanted a refreshment and maybe they thought we
id not sell us beer because we did not look, did not look of

s to [Central Valley of California] ...That also took us six
¢ was also on train, you know! .

. What crop were you working therel!

Mr. Delgado: There in the, in the valley, lets say there where we were afterwards, we worked with

lettuce...the cutting of lettuce. We arrived | think when they were about to start that work, the cutting of

lettuce.

Interviewer: Listen, and there, there certainly were many more braceros.

Mr. Delgado: No, there were 2 lot of people,

more Mexicans there, you know!?

Interviewer: Braceros, which were also contracted?

Mr. Delgado:

call them wire workers? ...[Because] they

When | first heard someone say: “The wire wor

of...

Interviewer: Of lighting.

Mr. Delgado: Yes, (taughter) of lighting. And thos
they were companies, they were no longer ranchers,
named Friedman, which was the name then,

There were contracted and wi

because it is more of a border, almost all Mexicans, they were

re workers, is what they were called... Do you know why they

crossed the [fence], which is why they called them wire workers.

Kers should be here soon”, | thought that they were workers

o were well the ones who had the company, because there,
they were companies. We were with a company that was
The Friedman.

Source: Violeta Dominguez, "José Francisco Delgado Soto,
htepi// braceroarchive.org/itemslshow/ 126 (accessed January
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- tional order.

*ambzing ackuevenien

.fallen apart in Europe.

erdict of history about the New peal has not
., allfavorable.-Same critics of the New Deal
.ge that it expanded the authority of the fed-
{l government by taking away pewers of state
sernments. They point out that the New Deal
programs greatly increased the national debt.
Critics also argue that the Roosevelt administra-
tion helped labor unions to become much too
powerful. . -
John T. Flynn was one of these critics who‘
believed that Roosevelt's New Deal polieies, were
disastrous for the nation. Elynn was parficularly
worried ahout Sir stHuth ot e governrent bu-
reaucracy and its increasing power. In this selec-
tion from his.book The Roosevelt Myth, written in
1948, Flynn alse bilterly attacked Booseveit him-
self as well as his pojicies. ' '

Many g,dod people in America still cherish the
false idea that wvelt perforined seme

believe he todk our economié system when it
was completely broken down and restored it to
vitality. They think he ook over our poliy
systém when, it was vreakest and restored it to
its full strength. He put himself on the side of
the underprivileged masses. Heé transferred
power from the great corporation execulives to
the simple working people of America. He ¢on-
t=-lled the adventurers of Wall Street, and
‘security to the humble men and women

e country. )
Aut not one of these claims is true. He did
 restore our ‘ecopomic system to vitality. He
_.anged it. The system he so stupidly moved
us .into is mhore. like the bureaucracy of Ger-
many before World War I thap our own tradi-

" “Béfore. -his regime we lived

. . in a” system
which.depended for its expansion uporn private
investment in private enterprise. Today [1 948]
we live in a system which depends for its.ex-
pansion and vitality upon the governiment.
This is a prewar European importation. And
it was imported at .the moment when it had
In this system the gov-
ernment takes by taxes.or by borrowings the
savings of all the citizens and invests them in
non-wealth—producing' undertakings in order
to create work. )

Behold the picture of the American econ-
omy today. In America today every fourth per-
son depends for a livelihood upon employrment
either directly by the government or indirectly
in some industry supported by government
funds. There is a publi¢ debt of $250 billion,
compared toa pre-Roosevelt debt of $19 billion,
~—4 3 government budget of $40 billion instead

£ billion before Roosevelt. Inflation. has

‘bled prices and reduced the lower-paid em-

sed workers to a state of poverty as bad as

st of the unemployed in the depression. More

for. tois® éouintry.. ‘They .~

itical.

-86-

peoplé are on various kinds of government re-
lief than when we had 11 million unemployed.
Bureaucrats are in every field of life. And the
President is calling for more power, more price-’
fixing, more regulation, and more billions.

! Does this look like the traditional American

, scene?

No, Roosevelt did not restore our economic
systém. He did not construct a new one. He
substituted an old one which lives upon per-
manent érises and an armament economy. And
he did not by a process of orderly design and
building, but by a series of mistakes. He moved
one step at a time, in flight from one problem
to another. Now we have a state-supported eco-
nomic system that will continue a little at 2
time to destroy the private system until it dis-
appears altogether. .

_"Roosevelt did not restore our political sys-

tem to its full strength. One may like the shape

- into which he battered it, but it cannot be -

SysLorne wiln
; "

-cengressional

célled a repair job. He changed our.political
‘ % vWo wWaapuns—blank-chy b énp-
gressional appropriations and- blank-check
) legislation.~ {1~ 1933 Congress
gave up much of its power.when it put billions
into his hands. It gave him a blanket appro-
priation to be spent at -his own will. And it
passed general laws leavitig-it to him, through

-great, gavernment bureaus, that he set up, to -

fill in the defails of legislation. i
' These two mistakes gave Roosevelt a poy\fpr

‘which he used ruthlessly. He used it to break

dewn the power of Congress and concentrite
it'in the hands of the executive. The. result of
these two betrayals—the smashing of our eco-
nomice system and the twisting of our political
systein=—cap-only be the planned economic
state. This,’in the form of either communism

; or fascism, dominates the entire continent of

. ‘Europe today. The capitalist system cannet’

live under these conditions. Free representa-
tive government cannot survive a planned
economy. Such an economy can be managed
only by a dictatorial government. The only re-
sult of our present system—unless we reverse
the drift—will be the gradual disappeatrance of
the system of free enterprise under a free rep-
resentative government.

There are people who honestly defend this

" change. They at least are honest. They believe

in a planned economy. They believe in a highly

. centralized government operated by a powerful

exécutive. They do not say Roosevelt saved our

system. They say he has given us a new one.
That is logical. But no one can praise Roosevelt
for doing this and then insist that he restored
our traditional political arid economic systems
to their former vitality. ‘
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" phes, philan

inking sadly in 1938
ed and when
fard Fst, W 1i Burope. The
cities were fi with jobléss workers. Taxes
were rising. The debt was soaring. The wdr
reseued him and: he sei,-zed,upori. it like a
drowiing man. By leading his country into-the
fringés of the war at first and then deep into
its center all over the world he was able to do
the only things that could save him—spend
billiens to spread the hot flames of war hys-
" teita and put.every man and woman into the
way mills. Under thé pressure of patriotism,
higtgonld silenee eriticism and werk up the il-
fSion ‘of the war leader. _
‘O the moral side, I have barely touched
St :

t. T6 will all still be told. But go
th the years, read the speeches and

205 % ;
rrment, and of sectirity for-all. R
peechies ke 'made promising newer, n

erni

" again to send our sons to fight it foreign Wwars.

He broke every promise. He betrayed all ‘who
. The figure of Roosevelt exhibited before the
eyes of our people iy fal There was ho-such
being ds th g, hard-hesded,

ng -combifrat

© created out ‘of pitte propaganda. A small col-
lection of dangerdus peoplé int'this country are
using it to advance their own evil purposes.

REABING REVIEW .

1. (a)-Name two myths about Roosevelt. (b) What
eviderice did Flynn offér ta support his conclusion
that thege were untrue? k

2. Describe the changes Roosevelt made in our eco-
nomiic and political systems.

According to Flynn, what was the result of a
“planneéd economy”? ‘ )
4. Why do you think Roosévelt provoked such
- strong feelings?’ . B
What-do you think of Flynn’s criticism of Presi-
‘dent Roosevelt? .

-87-
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Power regu
Power Act of £

and Coolidge .
“money is as 01d as the Ui

Bryan and Wilson waged ag
power” and Wall Street was more bitter than-
anything that came during the New Deal. Lia-

_cadés now, Americans have.lqgg_r}‘t[ﬂ‘n.k

yg, and writing about the New peal. D

J930's—the years of the New Degal=—p!
elings were es_pebially’strongl someA

. those years thought that the New D‘»@aj‘al was a ' bor 1egislation had, its beginnings in such-
\dical threat to the American way ‘ot ife. Others states as Massachusetts and New York over 60
elieved that the‘New Deal programis Were. qu‘ years'ago. Much of the program of social se-
rate. ;eforr:\hs' r;iz‘arzzz;.’gn“? help the natien re. curity was worked out ifi Wisconsin and other
over from the sggiol. . : , .
et (1o ot Americans, historians, 100, have ' states .earl.y in the? .1900 S, )
. 7 DR There is mothing remarkable about this:

eld strong opinions about the !f{ew Deal. l.n,.194~5

\istorian H enry.-Steale

fowad- the " Nor does it Tessen in any, way the sigiiificanice

o ord of the pin a _ of‘Pr,eg,ident quse\(elt}ls achieveéments atidegn:-

néga‘zih.e' :.a}k stion, tributions. If is to the credit of Rocsevelt:-that

SO B . e worked within the framework of American

‘based om; that: 3 Q‘?dnt."'s - history ahd tr‘adiﬁipn. ' ’ o

reason fon apout What, -then; are the major achievements,

Ronzeral epgaly T e ‘the Jasting contributicrns of tha first three Riso-. :
C i o e Tyam - AT g dmidistrations Tirst, -perhaps, comes B

Now that the b o % Deal . ! the restoration of self—conﬁdénlc')e, th}:. yeasser-

p-()ii_cies Kibve bee owned o b t_hg war -
[World War 11,1t is possible to evaluate
policies in some historical perspe;g’pwe,’ Those
policies have been decisively 'vib:'tged‘,'for go'_gr
i by large po ular majorities. They have , ' : :
gézrexstuinsgg;go geality. Vs’cJ). fully Ehat-gontro- - able to compare the last decade with-previous
versy - about -them 18 “almost” retevamt. - 16 4 decades will agree that interest in public. af-
‘ %d be possible to ﬁx ‘Wlﬁh omé degreeof fairs haS ra’u‘qu been as Widespread,~ as alert,
o - , S b R . 1t in R x or;as. resp'onsi.v.e, . . ..
eﬁg}ltﬁztﬁ?e O‘CC.u pied b % oo..s'eve. _ ) . ATl this may seem indefinite. If we look to
We can see now that the"*Roosevelt-Tevo- . more_definite things, ‘what’ does the wecord;
{on” was no revolution. Rather it. was the . | show? Of primary importance h‘as'. beerr the
m‘g'h -point of 50 years of histerical develop= ! Phy_s@al r?bu11Mg of._:che count,ry.’ It became: -
ment, Roosevelt. himself, theugh clearly 2 . Clear, during the 1920’ and 1930’s, that tbé
1eaaér was an instrament O'f‘the'_‘péQplg’s will . natural resourees of the cou_n‘f,ry—.—lts soil, for-
rather, than a creator.of, or a dictabor to, that . 35135: water P?CWB‘_E;W;{? .]ie}ng dest§03;fd at d
will. Indeed, the jssue of the expansion of gov- Banglerousérzhe' e ¢ :ve 9??1%11"0 of t ingﬁt
ernment control for democratic purposes began owl, an e migratlon; 0 armers et
in the 1890’s. A longer perspective will see the Promised ‘La.nd' of-Cahfornm, the traglc;ﬁqc.x'is.
50 years. from the 1890’s to the present as 2 on the Misgissippl andjhe O}no,@rgmat;z’e;d )
historieal unit. The roots of the New Deal go : :)Or oﬁzmAmerlcan pepple the urgenfzy of {;h;s‘
‘ i t. It t understand- '
g o L P g vy ey
What was really only a hew deal of the old '
cards looked, to startled and troubled Ameri- By . o . 5 i
cans at the time, like 2 revolution for two rea- i ‘almost 8 million young nien, ‘:Ifh.B.y.QI‘anted 17-
.~na, It wag carried through with breathless ; million acregin ~H&Vlf,'f0£@§t§,.b_l_l'-ﬂ.:fc;@).v‘er 6 mil-

- rapidity. And, in spirit at least, it contrasted . Hen small dams to stop seil sresion, .and fought
sharply with what came immediately before it. i ggg:ggs_t,ﬁres' and plant'ar{d animal diseases. To
But if the comparison had been made, not with ¥ s GheCk erosion, the gqv?rnment. organized a co- -
the Coolidge-Hoover era, But with the Wilson, i QReratlve program Which ob’palned the help of-

: \ | oyer one fourth: of the farmers of the country..

“heodore R 1t, even the Bryan era, - { 1
the Theodore J0ERrS e 7 | More important than all this was the TVA, a

tion of faith in democracy. ‘Those who lived
through the electric spring of 1933 will re-
member the change from depression and dis-
couragement 1o exciternent and: hope.. Those

ness. The Civilian Censervation Ciops enlisted:

the contrasts would have been less striking | hore LY his el
than the similarities. © ‘g}:gq;};tyq Taboratory for regional rebuilding.
Actually, the precedents for the major-part P :‘}\351‘1:&11}' important has been the New Deal
“the New Deal legislation were to be found aqllléeyemeqt in hf\éman rehabilitation. Roose-
these earlier periods. Regulation of rail- ; velticame into office at a time when unem-
ese’ earlier P che - ployment had reached perhaps 14 million, and

. whed private solutions ‘had failed. It was per-

* Haps inevitable that he should sponsor a broad -

ds. ar;d of business dated béck to th ~I_r‘-1~t§i:-
{te Commerce Act of 1887 and the"Sherm:

4t of 1890. The farm relief’ prograrn-o! te -88- pIogram. of government .~ it e T
S Rlicte and nf Wilson anticipated mich that ‘ than rélief was the acceptance of the principle

. fHat the government was responsible for the



That this principle was bifterly opposed
9 | , Jts blighment

of the New ek
leglslatlon for relief, the Roosevelf program in
end mcluded bhe whole-fleld of gooial

siens, aud1 o.worgl_‘p ]
héalth. It, ‘involved. programs. of.
sijitation, . the estabhshmept of rximum
& and mipimum Wages, the prohl,bltlon of
‘labor, and reform,in hetsing.

Tn the pohmcal field the. achlevements of

the N oW DeaI were equally notable Flrst we

re;;resentatu{e in Congi‘e Lhey. can a
moment tak from tbelr gOVernment

strong state. could be 'used‘ te b i ﬁt

Vaiice the na jon Th t-is by.no me: ns d

centrahza’cl f Aleng w,lth thig. las comé. a
dde-in the- power of 4 e.~Pres1dent
The charge; thiat Rodsevelt hasd besH wrdictater
can be dlsmiSSed aleng with chiarges. that Jef-
fersory; Jackgon;: Lifitaln, Theodors!: Roossvelt,
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Did the New Deal Work?
By MATTHEW BANDYK
Posted: April 11,2008 '

* ‘While today's economic slowdown pales in comparison to the Great Depression, when it comes to

political action, the ghost of the 1930s may still be haunting Washington, D.C. President Franklin

'Roosevelt explained the need for the New Deal this way in his 1932 address to the Democratic

National Convention: "While [Republicans] prate of economic laws, men and women are

starving. We must lay hold of the fact that economic laws are not made by nature. They are made
by human beings." '

‘That's not so different f-om the sentiment behind modern-day calls for action, like Rep. Bamey
Frank's plan to Bail out homeowners. When the market takes a wrong turn, it's the job of
government to grab the wheel—by boosting spending or cutting taxes—and steer the economy

back on the right path.

But if there's anything more unpredictahle than +he directign of the merhet, it's the o af
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“Povernmient tnkerng with sconomié policy. And evén today, ecoromists and historlans still

vigorously debate not only whether or not the New Deal helped také the country out of the
Depression but if it actually made things worse. :

A split , ‘

Just how divided are experts? In 1995, economist Robert Whaples of Wake Forest University
published a survey of academic economists that asked them if they agreed with the statement,
"Taken as a whole, government policies of the New Deal served to lengthen and déepen the
Great Depression." Fifty-one percent disagreed, and 49 percent agreed. Whaples today says that
the New Deal remains a thorny issue for economists because it's so difficult to measure the effects

it had on the country. "You need a credible model of the economy, and not everyone is going to

agree on what that model should be," he says.

Yet most economists, including defenders of the New Deal, do agree that Roosevelt's policies were:
far from perfect. The National Tndustrial Recovery Act of 1933, in particular, gets a lot of blame.
Tt created the National Recovery Administration, a federal bureaticracy that limited competition
in vatious industries by setting prices and wages above market levels. The ensuing upward
pressure on the price of goods and unemployment may have turned a bad situation worse. While
it benefited some producers, the NRA's policies meant basic goods were more expensive for
consumers and jobs harder to come by for people who were already in dire straits.

But the law was struck down by the Supreme Court in 1935, so some argue it did not last long
enough to create severe damage. "The NIRA might not have been a good idea," says Eric
Rauchway, historian at the University of California-Davis, "but it was not exerting enough of a
drag to prevent a rapid rate of recovery. If you look at the economic performance of the 1930s,
you see a rapid upward trend." '

Fears of confiscation

Just how rapid that trend was, though, depends on whom you ask. Except for a downturn in 1938
(historians still debate Its origin), the economy and unemployment did improve after the onset of
the New Deal. The country's real gross domestic product fell from $865 billion in 1929 to $635

"billion in 1933 but rebounded to §1 trillion by 1940.

The only hiccup was a decline from $911 billion in 1937 to $879 billion in 1938. But the
percentage of jobless Americans remained in the double digits until the onset of World War 1. In
1930, unemployment was at 8.7 percent, and it climbed to 24 percent in 1932 before declining to
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15 percent by 1940. Jim Powell, author of FDR's Folly: How Roosevelt and His New Deal
Prolonged the Great Depression, asks, "There was expansion, but how come you still had average
unemployment of 17 percent from 1933 to 1940?"

One explanation is that in addition to the harm done by the restrictions imposed by the NRA, the
nsoak the rich" rhetoric coming from the Roosevelt administration had a chilling effect on
economic growth by making people fear for their property rights. Who knows, maybe Uncle Sam
would just start wholesale confiscation of the fortunes of America's ‘wealthy or the nationalization
of industries-—Americans were already observing that going on across the pond with the rise of
communism in Russia and fascism in Europe. This uncertainty, along with a jump in the top
federal - -~ 2 przrate fom 95 muveent 1077 1o 79 percent in 1936, may have deterred
investment. ‘ '

Whaples also points to the 1938 election, in which Democrats lost 72 seats in the House. While
the Democrats retained majorities, these losses made it hardér to pass their agenda and thus
reduced the specter of "soak the rich” policies. "Investment almost immediately went up very

- gnongly afte- artieation], nowW tinaf eaple Werer't o warAed st the New ) s (o LR

threatsto their property,” Whiaples says.

Relief projects

Among other important New Deal measures were the relief projects, which came in the form of
+he Homeowners Loan Corp., which tried to reduce foreclosures by lowering mortgages (sound
familiar?), and massive public-works projects intended to stimulate the economy by putting people
to0 work. "Recovery was just one piece of the New Deal," Rauchway says. "Relief was another
piece, and by all accounts it worked pretty well. It kept people from starving." He also notes thata
decline in the relief programs was correlated with the downturn in 1938.

But Poweil argues that these relief policies actually put a greater burden on the backs of the

_poorést in society, the opposite of what they intended. The income tax was not nearly as

important then as it was today, so excise taxes On goods predominénﬂy purchased by middle- and
lower-class people were the main funding sources for these programs. "If you're just taking
Tmoney] from. other middle- and low-income people, it's kind of a wash," Powell says. The federal
government collected $11.2 billion in revenue from excise taxes on goods like beer, wine,
cigarettes, and soft drinks, while the most important work agency, the Works Progress
Administration, spent $6.2 billion throughout the New Deal.

A new social contract

‘What complicates the debate, however, is that the attemnpt to alleviate the Great Depressiuii isn't
even the whole story of the New Deal. Gavin Wright, an economic historian at Stanford
University, says "people make a mistake by interpreting the New Deal policies as a response to the
Great Depression.”

Under Wright's interpretation, the Great Depression merely catapulted the Democrats to power
and allowed them to enact the policies they wanted anyway. He argues that the New Deal comes
across much better if viewed in the light of the culmination of the efforts of the progressive
movement. "The basics of the New Deal really set the terms of the social contract—reduction in
inequality, status of labor unions, heavy investment in human capital and higher education.”

Some elements of that legacy are not very controversial today. Rauchway points out that "very
few people disapprove of most of the New Deal reforms," which include Social Security, the
Securities and Exchange Commission, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., and Fannie Mae.
Ultimately, then, the ongoing debate over the New Deal may be less about its empirical effects in
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the 1930s and more about conflicting philosophies of the role of government.

Raué:hway sces the idea of the New Deal as one to be praised. " [The idea was that] goveml;nent
should experiment very carefully around the margins with economic regulation, and you discard
the things that don't work and keep the things that do." .

Others see the failures of the NIRA and the massive expenditures required for public-works
projects as signs that government should try not to tinker around the margins. "All those things
did was transfer funds from one group of decision makers—consumers—o another—federal
officials,” Powell argues. Expect to see these disagreements resurface in debates about the
response to today's economic troubles.

Source: http://www.usnews.com/ money/business-economy/articles/2008/04/11/did-the-
new-deal-work.html :

s Y
ST el —

Frqsh Debate About FDR's New Deab;

- et L T ES

by Jim Powell

Tt has been 70 yeé.rs since Frankiin Delano Roosevelt launched his New Deal in an effort to banish
the Great Depression of the 1930s - perhaps the most important economic event in American
history. The New Deal was controversial then, and it's still controversial, because it failed to
resolve the most important problem of the era: chronic unemployment that averaged 17 percent.

Newsweek columnist Robert Samuelson acknowledged that if World War II hadn't come along,
America might have stumbled through many more years of double-digit unemployment.
Samuelson; however, is among those who give FDR high marks for handling the political crisis of
the 1930s, the worst political crisis this country has faced since the Civil War.

But the political crisis was caused by the double-digit unemployment, and in my new book, FDR's
Folly, How Roosevelt and His New Deal Prolonged the Great Depression (Crown Forum, 2003), I report
mounting evidence developed by dozens of economists, at Princeton, Brown, Columbia, Stanford,
the University of Chicago, University of Virginia, University of California (Berkeley) and other
universities, that double-digit unemployment was prolonged by FDR's own New Deal policies.
How can that be? Consider just a few of FDR's policies. ‘The New Deal tripled federal taxes
between 1933 and 1940 -- excise taxes, personal income taxes, inheritance taxes, corporate
income taxes, dividend taxes, excess profits taxes all went up, and FDR introduced an
undistributed profits tax. A number of New Deal laws, including some 700 industrial cartel codes,
made it more expensive for employers to hire people, and this discouraged hiring.

Frequent changes in the tax laws plus FDR's anti-business rhetoric ("econormic royalists")
discouraged people from making investments essential for growth and jobs. New Deal securities
Jaws made it harder for employers to raise capital. FDR issued antitrust lawsuits against some 150
employers and companies, making it harder for them to focus on business. FDR signed a law
ordering the break-up of America's strongest banks, with the lowest failure rates. New Deal farm
policies destroyed food - 10 million acres of crops and 6 million farm animals - thereby wiping
out farm jobs and forcing food prices above market levels for 100 million American consumers.

. FDR's Folly spells out much more in startling, sometimes hilarious detail. '

Robert Bartley, who edited the Wall Street Fournal for three decades and is now a commentator, .

called for a fresh debate about the New Deal. Newspaper publisher Conrad Black, author of
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Champion of Freedom, responded by claiming that if "workfare" recipients
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were included among the "employed,” then New Deal unemployment rates were lower than the
U.S. Department of Labor has reported for decades. Those tempted to agree with Black might
listen to jazz great Louis Armstrong's 1940 tune "The WPA" - referring to FDR's biggest
mworkfare" program, the Works Progress Administration. Among the memorable lines: "Sleep
while you work, rest while you play, lean on your shovel to pass the time away, at the WPA."

There's a fascinating split between economists and political historians about the New Deal. The
idea that FDR cured double-digit unemployment, wrote author and commentator Thomas Sowell
in a recent column, "was never pervasive among economists, and even J.M. Keynes -- a liberal

icon — criticized some of FDR's policies as hindering recovery from the depression."

Meanwhile, pro-FDR political historians such as James MacGregor Burns, Arthur M. Schlesinger,
Jr., Frank Freidel, William Leuchtenburg, and Kenneth S. Davis, have focused on the personalities,
elections, speeches, "Fireside Chats" and other aspects of the New Deal's political story,
disregarding evidence about the economic consequences of New Deal policies. This continues to
be the case;with vonser palitical historians likg Alan Brinbley, ~wthor of The End of 2efrn Newz:

S SN B ]

i st T wid Wy Wy calicd due New Deal "2 Degii momeént.” Lnsregaramng the
economic consequences, too, are children's book authors like Joy Hakim, whose recent bestseller

Freedom: A History of US includes a glowing account of New Deal heroics.

Aside from EDR's Folly, the only major work mentioning evidence about the economic
consequences of the New Deal is by Stanford University political historian David M. Kennedy:
his 1999 book Freedom. from Fear, winner of a Pulitzer Prize. "Whatever it was," he wrote, the New
Deal "was not a recovery program.” The New Deal might be gone, but the debate goes on.

Source: http:/ /www.cato.org/pub display.php?pub 1d=38327

The Hundred Days and Beyond: What did the New Deal Accomplish? by Anthony Badger
The Hundred Days were an accident. Roosevelt took advantage of the need to reopen the banks
to ask Congress to stay in session to pass recovery and reform législation. Much of that legislation
was improvised. The haste dictated by the economic crisis profoundly shaped the New Deal
response in the Hundred Days. '

Despite the four months between election and inauguration, Roosevelt had few worked-out

legislative or recovery plans. He certainly had no plans to deal with the rapidly escalating banking

crisis. When he took office and shut the banks, he had to turn to held-over officials in the
Treasury and Federal Reserve to dust off legislative proposals that they had devised in the Hoover
years. The key was not more credit (the banks had had plenty of that) but recapitalization through
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation buying preferred stock in the banks. It was stilla

. tremendous gamble when the President went on the air on Sunday March 12 to explain the crisis

and make a “man to man appeal” for confidence when the banks reopened the next day. The
gamble paid off when people deposited more than they took out. There was no Plan B if that
appeal failed. '

The response to FDR’s inaugural and from congressional leaders to his banking proposals
encouraged him to ask Congress to stay in session. Eventually Congress passed an uriprecedented
sixteen pieces of major legislation. In the Hundred Days, the New Deal established a farm '
program that told farmers what they could and could not plant (the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration), created an industrial recovery programme that set minimum prices and wages
(the National Recovery Administration), launched the biggest public works program in the

nation’s history (Public Works Administration), set up national relief program (F ederal Emergency
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‘Relief Administration), refinanced farm and home mortgages, regulated the stock market and
banking, guaranteed bank deposits, and established the Tennessee Valley Authority.

There was no great federal blueprint that FDR wanted to impose on the country. He really only
had definite plans for farm policy, the Tennessee Valley and the Civilian Conservation Corps.
Only when existing appropriations for relief were exhausted did he devise a temporary relief
administration. Forty days into the Hundred Days there was no indication that there was to be an
industrial recovery program — congressional action forced Roosevelt’s hand over that and over
public works spending.

There was much talk of the emergency as the equivalent of war and 2 justification for emergency
presidential powers as in a time of war. Wartime agencies from 1917-18 served as model for
agencies like the NRA. Many officials who had served in government then returned to
Washington in 1933. But, in fact the emergency in 1933 led to constraints rather than
opportunities for federal power. The government had to act quickly but there simply was not any

established “state capacity” for the government to do so. The federal government, observed one
E

“higtoriaiy, hiu Aot no .mstiiutioifal siritture to which Buropeans would acéord the term U -

State’” It had neither the information nor the personnel to implement the policies launched in
1933.As a result, bankers themselves had to decide which banks were sound enough to reopen,
farmers had to operate the crop control programme, businessmen dominated the formulation and
the implementation of the NRA industrial codes, existing state agencies had to administer the
relief programme, and the army had to organize the Civilian Conservation Corps.

Similarly, Roosevelt and others had a fatal attraction for one-off quick-fix solutions that would
Kick-start the economy into recovery without the permanent expansion of the bureaucracy and
constant state intervention. Congressional “share the work” schemes, farm proposals for cost of
production legislation, retrenchment, public works spending, and above all demands for currency
inflation were all in this “start-up” mode. Roosevelt never lost the hope that tinkering with the
currency —including the gold-buying experiment — would raise price levels, particularly of farm
products and in itself bring recovery.

This concern for the domestic price-level fitted in with his main advisers’ conviction that the
depression was national in origin and would be solved by nationalist measures. These concerns
finally knocked out of the reckoning an internationalist option at the London conference at the
start of July. For men like FDR’s budget director, Lewis Douglas, balancing the budget was one
part of an international rescue package that involved exchange rate stabilization and the removal
of trade barriers. Roosevelt believed that currency stabilization would tie his hands as he sought
domestic recovery, so he scuppered the London conference.

Why did FDR get support for the banking bail-out and for the dramatic legislation of the
Hundred Days? It was not just his communication skills both personally to congressional leaders
and journalists and nationally to the radio audience. He was popular, he had been elected by a
Jarge majority, and he had survived an assassination attempt. Above all, it was the scale of the
depression that made congressional leaders of both parties respond to their constituents’ demands
to support FDR. Unemployment was at least twenty-five percent, agriculture was devastated, and
homeowners and farmers lost their homes and land in the thousands every month. None of the
stabilizers that protect Americans nowadays were in place — almost no unemployment relief since
private, local and state unemployment welfare funds were exhausted; no guarantee of bank
deposits; no unemployment or old age insurance. FDR’s opportunity lay in the magnitude of the
economic downturn which led political leaders to ignore (temporarily) cherished ideological
convictions against government intervention. ' '
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The Difficulties of Micro-Economic Intexvention

The National Recovery Administration did not bring reacresy T o i filare veflected +h
contradictions of the New Dealers’ analysis of economic failure. In some industries they wanted to
check excessive competition which relentlessly fuelled the deflationary spiral: cutting wages and
prices in a vain effort to undercut competitors. But their analysis of other industrial sectors was
that large firms practiced the econormnics of scarcity, keeping prices artificially high. The codes of
fair practice, drafted largely by trade associations which held a monopoly of information about
their imdustries, did little to protect consumers, increase wages, OF INCIease purchasing power. To
small businessmen the codes seemed to protect their larger rivals. For industries in which a few
firms already controlled most of the market, there was little incentive to concede to labor,
consumers or potential new entrants. There were more than 500 codes which merely increased
resentment of bureaucracy and efforts at code enforcement. Cloncentration, as originally
envisaged on codes in a few central industries would have been better. But fundamentally, there
was little in the NRA that would create new jobs. It probably checked the deflationary spiral but,
ublic works spending woul'd_engi_p%gg‘g;gp?}fnﬁ?r_\;; then PWA §pen.d_‘ipg.g.g}ﬂﬂ e e
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might have financed expansion. When the industrial recovery

| legislation was knocked down in 1935 it had few friends: the only attempts to sustain It wexe n
coal mining. "

The Agricultural Adjustment Administration was more politically and institutionally successful.
Production control and price-support loans on stored commodities remained part of US farm
programmes untl 1996. Agriculture was the one area where there was ‘state capacity’ in 1933.
The government had county by county production records; agricultural economists had devised a
production control plan that was voluntary but provided incentives to offset the “free rider’
principle; and the Extension Service provided a network of agents in each rural county could sign
up millions of individual farmers to participate. The farm program operated remarkably smoothly
and quickly. Critics have claitned that drought, rather than government programunes, cut
production, and that the AAA exacerbated rural poverty. Whatever its faults, the income it
provided to farmers enabled them to survive on the land in the 1930s until non-farm
opportunities arose after 1940. Tt eliminated many of the risks in farming and provided new
sources of credit. ' '

However, organized farm groups achieved political power in 1933 because their cooperation was
essential to a voluntary farm program. This strengthening of farm interest groups meant that
those groups would stand in the way in the future of plans to reorder American agriculture on a
more efficient basis and in the way of solving the problems of rural poverty. New Dealers came to
recognize that expanding urban consumer purchasing POwer, rather than supporting farm prices,
was the solution to the farm problem. But by then farm pressure groups were too entrenched.
Government support for agriculture became more and more generous (and less justifiable) as the
number of people in farming declined. :

The Longer-Term New Deal

The longer-term New Deal reforms produced social cohesion in the United States and a faith in
the federal government that would last until the 1960s.

Financial regulation of both banks and stock market in 1933 and 1934 heralded a lengthy period
of financial stability, contained stock market speculation, and largely ended the spectres of bank
failure. .
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From 1933 to 1938 the New Deal instituted reforms that would re-finance the mortgages of
hormeowners and farmers. They enabled debt-ridden property owners to take out longer-term
mortgages and paved the way for a significant expansion of homeownership in the US, although
the construction industry did not really start to revive until the late 1930s. The new mortgage
arrangements helped the United States eventually to have the highest percentage of
homeownership in the world. Farm foreclosures virtually stopped after 1933.

The faihire to secure dramatic economic recovery meant that the government had to stay in the
business of relief. The Federal Emergency Relief Administration funded state relief programs until
1935. In poor states the federal government put np almost 90% of relief money. Harry Hopkins
always wanied to replace the dole with jobs. The Civil Works Administration pu. peope 10 work
temporarily in the winter of 1033-34. In 1935 the Works Progress Administration provided jobs
for the unemployed — at its peak forty percent of the nation’s jobless. Many WPA jobs were
unskilled construction jobs, particularly on roads. They struggled to attain the legitimacy and
wage rates of jobs in the private sector. But the WPA. providedjobs for artists, middle-class
professionals, teachers and students. The range of construction projects from houstog Droiefis e -
-~ highEchoolsto afvotball stadiviivatthe University ‘of Arkansas created a peimarlé;nt New Deal
landscape at the local level. The WPA showed that government job programmes can be creative
and efficient. For all the limitations and conservative stereotyping, WPA jobs were the first
indication for many Americans that the federal government took its responsibility for their welfare
in an economic downturn seriously.

The Wagner Act of 1935 was perhaps the most remaikable piece of legislation of the whole New
Deal. It is difficult to imagine another year in which such a pro-union piece of legislation could
have been passed. Anti-union tactics had been largely unrestrained in the United States. The
courts, local, and state governments had usually sided with employers. This alignment reflected
the fact that in most communities in the United States, the middle class identified with the
employer rather than with local sirikers. American workers had been encouraged in union
organization in the early New Deal, and had launched in 1934 an unprecedented, albeit mostly
unsuccessful, wave of strikes. The Wagner Act, by outlawing a host of employer anti-union
activities and providing for government-supervised worker elections for union recognition, -
provided vital protection for union organizers as they organized mass production workers for the
first ime i 1936 and 1937. Unions provided the radical cutting edge of New Deal politics in the
late 1930s. The decade was perhaps the only decade in the twentieth century in which middle-
class Americans identified with industrial workers as fellow consurners. From the 1940s onwards

middle-class Americans tended to view organized labour as hostile to their interests.

The final cement in a positive relationship between ordinary Americans and their government
was the 1935 Social Security Act. Like the Wagner Act, the Social Security Act did notherald a
‘second New Deal’; rather it was the culmination of expert reform development and congressional
study over a two-year period. The United States had been an “outlier,” a “welfare laggard” in the
western industrialized world before 1935. For all the limitations of the Social Security Act —
regressive taxes, variations in state provision, lack of coverage of some of the neediest Americans,
and the lack of health care — it nevertheless represented a quantum leap in social provision. The
contributory taxes also ensured that its legacy was permanent. As Roosevelt rightly observed, no
future Congress was going to take away benefits that their constituents believed they had paid for.

Tt was these measures above all that created a half-way political revolution in the United States
and bound lower-income voters to the Democratic Party until at Jeast the 1980s and made it the
national majority party until the 1990s. But it was only a half-way revolution. FDR never created
the unequivocally progressive party that he hoped for. In particular, the southern Democrats,
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who had so enthusiastically supported the emergency New Deal, survived Roosevelt’s attempt to '
reconstruct the party in the South. They were skeptical about the non-emergency, urban, labor-
oriented AIrectos ol div » 10h aFtat Wallan ws o vesnss -ned traditional patterns of racial and
economic dependency in the South. They would combine after 1938 with conservative
Republicansin a bi-partisan coalition that would block efforts to extend the New Deal for the
next quarter of a century. This constituted a powerful anti-statist coalition that stymied FDR's
1937-38 hopes of a Third New Deal which would have guaranteed social minima to all
Americans through social housing,. extended coverage of Social Security, health insurance, a full-
scale rural poverty programme, and 2 commitment to full employment. That agenda remains

unfulfilled. '
Infrastructure

The public works programimes (both the large-scale projects of the PWA and the smaller labor-
intensive programs of the WPA) have tended to be treated as short-tem palliatives aimed at

. temporary job creation. But the most recent study of New Deal puhlic works _meﬁdir}g_cc_\r.\nbﬂﬂed e
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The New Deal rebuilt the infrastructure of the United States when revenue-starved state
governments could not do so. It rebuilt the road system (though FDR’s dream of an interstate
highway system would not be realized until 1956). It rescued American schools and universities.
Long before federal aid to education, the New Deal built schools, paid teachers salaries, invested
in capital projects in the universities, and paid students to stay on at school and college. Multi-

purpose dams created cheap electrical power and managed water resource development.

Nowhere was this impact greater than in the Sunbelt. A new generation of younger southern
politicians like Albert Gore and Lyndon Johnson could see what the Tennessee Valley Authority
had done for a river valley — it could be model for modernizing the poorest region in the country.
Tike their western counterparts, they could see that abundant electrical power and readily
available water could provide the key for industrial development and the diversification of*
agricutture. The federal government funded capital infrastructure projects in Sunbelt cities that
had been funded a generation before in older northern cities by private capital. What southern
and western politicié.ns also believed was that their regional entrepreneurs need access to capital,
access that an eastern-dominated financial system denied them. The Reconstruction Finance
Corporation, under Texas banker Jesse Jones, provided that capital. Tt is difficult to conceive of
the remarkable growth of the South and the West in World War I and after without that New
Deal-funded infrastructure investment.

Conclusion

The New Deal was a “laboratory for economic learning” in the 1930s. Given the state of
government economic knowledge in the 1930s it is not surprising that government employees
struggled to engineer recovery through micro-economic intervention. Economic historians and
right-wing commentators blame the New Deal for prolonging the Depression by deterring private
investment through excessive regulation and raising prices at the expense of jobs. While it is true
that Roosevelt had not secured recovery by the time of the dramatic recession in 1937-38, itis '
also true that the spending afterwards did create new jobs. Government employment in the 1930s
also compensated significantly for the failure to create new jobs in the private sector. Above all, it
is difficult to see that a free market solution could have been imposed without massive social and
anti-democratic unrest. For all the bitterness of opposition to Roosevelt and heightened class
tensions in the US in the 1930s, the New Deal developed, especially through its welfare and jobs

—97-

-



programs, enough social cohesion to allow its democratic institutions t6 survive a catastrophic

cconomic downturn intact and to fight a world war successfully. Anthony Badger is Paul Mellon Professor of
American History at Cambridge University and Master of Clare College. He is the author of 2 number of books, most recently FDR:
The First Hundred Days (Hiil anu Yoy, 2uGd) '

Source: http:// www.gilderlehrman.org/ historynow/03_2009/ historian3.php

The New Deal, Then and Now

by Alan Brinkley

No president had ever before intervened in the economy as extensively or aggressively as Frenklin
Roosevelt did in the 1930s, and the sheer magnitude of his activism and his legislative
achievements awed not only many Americans, but much of the world.

And yet this impressive array of achievements — achievements that have had a profound and
lasting impact on the government’s capacity to support and protéct its citizens — did not, in the
end, do very much to end, the Great Depression. At no time in the first eight years of the New -

o i cak QLG InEMPlOYTent drop helow fifieen percent. ATRO LIS \eg eprian s activity Tenalt fevele - o

éomparable t6 those a decadé earlier, and none of the periods of recovery during the peacetime
New Deal lasted very long. So what went wrong? Why did this bold, active, and creative moment
in our history prove such a failure at its first and most important task? Part of the explanation was
4 result of actions the New Deal took, but 2 larger part of the explanation was a result of things
the New Deal did not do. .

Some of the New Deal’s most important initiatives were, in fact, active obstacles to recovery. The
National Recovery Administration, created in 1933 to help stabilize the volatile economy, was
enormously popular for a time, mostly because the NRA created the illusion of bold and forceful
action. The NRA sought to organize industries through “codes” that would allow corporations to
cooperate with one another in keeping production low and prices up. The code authorities were
almost impossible to administer, and the NRA was in many ways highly ineffective. But the NRA
was even worse when it worked as it was supposed to do, because its goal was exactly the opposite
of what the economy needed. Instead of expanding economic activity, the NRA worked to
constrict it — artificially raising prices just as purchasing power was falling. It was a deflationary
force in an economy already suffering severe deflation. The Federal Reserve Board — operating
under classical economic assumptions - saw the economic wreckage around them and responded
by raising interest rates so as to protect the solvency of the Federal Reserve Bank itself. No one
today would even consider high interest rates in a deflationary economy, but the 1930s Fed had
not absorbéd the new economic ideas that were gradually receiving attention. Milton Friedman
wrote (with Anna Schwartz) an essay on the Depression in the 1960s that they entitled “The
Great Contraction.” They placed much of the blame for this contraction on the flawed monetary .
policies of the Fed.

But the more important failure of the New Deal was what it did not do. The only way to break
the economic deadlock that had paralyzed the American economy in the 1930s was to shock it
back to life by enormously expanding economic activity — quickly and decisively. Instead, the
New Deal wavered and quibbled — spending large sums of money with one hand while reducing
spending with the other. One of the first acts' Congress passed for Roosevelt in 1933 was the
Economy Act, which slashed government spending in areas that helped reduce economic activity.
1t cut the salaries (and in some cases the jobs) of government employees, and it dramatically
reduced payments to World War 1 veterans, taking $500 million from the economy in a single
stroke. The Social Security System, s0 valuable over the long term, was in the short term also a
drag on the economy. It began collecting taxes in 1936 but paid out no benefits until the 1940s. In
1937, deluded by a weak economic recovery, Roosevelt (urged on by his Treasury Secretary) set
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out {o balance the budget through severe spending cuts. The result was a sudden and dramatic
economic downturm —a recession within a Depression that produced some of the highest levels of

unemployment and lowest levels of productivn vl e decutie

In the aftermath of the 1937-1938 depression, Roosevelt launched a new $5 billion spending plan
to try to shock the economy back to life. This infusion of funds did help undo the some of the
damage that the 1937 budget cuts helped to create, but it only helped the economy recover to the
weak and fragile condition of a year earlier. Nevertheless, the idea of spending as an antidote to
recession — an idea that had never found much favor in the past even among the most progressive
figures in the New Deal — now began slowly to find legitimacy. Amexncan €COnOomists Were now

eagerly reading Keynes and 1magining more robust uses of fiscal and monetary powers to
stimulate growth. It is possible, although by no means certain, that even without a war, the New

Deal would have embarked on a spending program Jarge enough to push the economy to
somewhere close to full employment. But in the end, the Great Depression — an unprecedented
crisis that had stubbornly resisted the efforts of two presidential administration over twelve years
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Economic orthodoxy — which rested on the assumption of scarcity and gave high priority to
balanced budgets and fiscal prudence —wasa powerful force in the 1930s despite its failures, just
as the rollicking and now staggering orthodoxy of free and unregulated markets is today. The
great achievements of the New Deal helped pave the way to an understanding of how to, address
severe deflation, but it never itself came to 2 point where it could use the tools at its disposal
aggressively and effectively enough or quickly enough. As the Obama administration tackles a
new financial catastrophe, it makes sense to look at the history of the New Deal —as the President
reportedly is doing. There is much to learn from it — not just from its achievements, but also from

its failures. . -

Source: http:// www.gilderlehrman.org/ historynow/03_2009/ historian5.php
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New Deal

The Depression and the New Deal ©  Politicians still debate how large a Securities and liberal
had many long-term effects on U.s. role government should play iti Exchan.gez conservative
government and soclety. American life. Commission

ONE AMERICAN’S STORY
Until 1935, Ward James worked as a writer for a New
York publisher. Then he lost his job. Eventually, he got
a writing job with the WPA. still, James continued to
worry about what would happen next.

ROM THE PAST .

veryone emotionally affected. We developed a fear
of the future which was very difficult to overcome. Even
hough | eventually went into some fairly good jobs, there
was still this constant dread: everything would be cut out

Yém under,yo ‘a‘nd'you wouldn’t know what to do.

Ward Jamies, qdpi«_a,a in Hard Times

The fear and despair

. . . . described by Ward
As this section explains, both the Depression and the New Deal had  James was felt by
lasting effects on Americans and their government. many unemployed
people during the
Lasting Effects of the Depression Depression.
Use your chart to . . . .
+ake notes about Americans like Ward ].ames who hvc?.d through the Depression oft'en.saw
the effects of the themselves as the survivors of a terrible battle. For the rest of their lives,
New Deal. many feared losing their money and property again. One elderly govern-
GREAT DEPRESSION ment worker bought land whenever she could afford it so that if the

Heover's FOR's itizens'

i

Depression returned, she would “have something to live oft.”
Virginia Durr, who had worked for the federal government under -
b mamm  FDR, said that the Depression affected people in two ways. “The great ‘
majority reacted by thinking money is the most important thing in the
world. . . . And there was a small number of people who felt the whole
system was lousy. You have to change it.”
The New Deal did not end the Depression, Even with all the new
programs, the government still was’t spending enough money to jump-
start a stalled economy. Then, in the 1940s, World War 11 changed the
situation. To fight in that war, the government had to purchase guns,

CHAPTER 26
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tanks, ships, airplanes, and other military equipment. The “We developed

defense industry hired many people, who then had more .
money to spend. The U.S. economy started growing again. a f ear Of the

Although the New Deal didn’t end the Depression, it for- futu/re e
ever changed the U.S. government. As Supreme Court jus- Ward James
tice John Clarke told FDR, “You have put a new face upon
the social and political life of our country.” g

ReadingHistory A Larger Role fox Government |
A. Recognizing President Roosevelt increased the president’s powet. Under FDR, the
Effects How did - White House became the center of government. More than other early-
FDRincrease the 5 century presidents Roosevelt proposed bills and programs for
president’s )
power? Congress to consider instead of waiting for Congress to act.
Other nations also saw the rise of strong leaders. But at the same time,
those nations saw a loss of freedom. For example, during the Depression,
Germany elected Adolf Hitler, who became a dictator. The United States
did have some leaders who abused power—such as Huey Long—but
they never became president. FDR’s leadership and his concern for the
poor helped Americans keep their faith in democracy.
As well as increasing the president’s power, Roosevelt also expanded the
federal government. Because of the New Deal, the federal government
became directly responsible for people’s well-being in a way it had not

[CONNECTIONS TO MATH

" Effects ¢
Although Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal programs did not end the Depression, they did make
some economic conditions better. Use these graphs to determine how thé New Deal—begun
in 1933—affected the unemployment rate, the number of bank closings, and the number of
business failures. : ’ o
Unemployment Rate o Bank Closings S Business Failures
% . — P 4000 . .. 35000
3 3,600 o 8~
m 5 ' ' . 30000 ol
PR 3,000 . A
<8 g 3
L 8 = ¢ 25,000
g 15 2 250 2
8 £ <
£3 %5 2000 w5 20,000
2. 5 5
[o] 10 0 5 W) a
gy g 1% € 15000
S o 3 3
SIS Z 1,000 z
£8 % : : L 10000 il W 4
5% : 500 - P ‘
& :
0 : - 0 S RO, 5,000 :
1929 1932 1935 1938 1941 1929 1932 - 1935 1938 1941 : 1970 1932 1936 1938 1941°

Source>s>: Hfsiaricél Stat/st/cs of 'thé ‘Lv/n‘itéd Stéfés

ettt

<KILLBUILDER Interpreting Graphs ' .
1. Judging from these graphs, did the Depression’s negative effects on business improve .

after FDR took office in 19337 Explain. ’
2, In which area was there the biggest changé for the better? b

The Great Depression and New Deal
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il The Works Progress Admin-

istration (WPA) created many
jobs. One of the WPA's most
enduring legadies is the art that

- it commissioned. Much WPA art

was used to decorate public

© places, such as post offices and
I government buitdings. This

mural by William Gropper

*  <hows the building of a dam.

What attitude did Gropper

' want to convey about

laborers?
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been before. Tt now made relief payments, served school
lunches, and ran a program providing pensions. People
came to see the federal government, not their state or
local governments, as the protector of their welfare.
The federal government went into debt to provide
this aid. FDR used deficit spending both to fund the
New Deal and to pay for the war. Since then, deficit
spending has often been part of the federal budget.

New Deal Programs Today
Several of FDR’s New Deal programs continue to help

Americans today, Some of the more important programs that still exist
offer the following benefits and protections. ' ‘

1. A National Pension System. The Social Security system pays out
old-age pensions (and has been expanded to include aid to other
groups). It is funded through taxes on employers and employees.

2. Oversight of Labor Practices. Created by the Wagner Act, the
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) oversees {abor unions. It
also investigates disputes between management and labor.

3. Agricultural Price Supports. This program pays farmers to raise
crops for domestic use rather than export. To receive payments,
farmers must agree to limit the space they devote to certain ctops.

4. Protection for Savings. After the bank holiday of 1933, the
TFederal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) was created. The
FDIC insures bank deposits up to $100,000. It replaces the
deposits of individuals if banks close.

5. Regulation of the Stock Market, A federal agency called the
Securities and Exchange Commission watches the stock market.
Tt makes sure companies follow fair practices for trading stocks.

CHAPTER 26
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you think FOR
wanted to create
an agency to
oversee the stock
market?
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Mobilizing American for WWII

In preparation for class you will be assigned one of the following topics:

Mobilizing Troop: How did the United States mobilize (draft, attract, train, deploy) the -
military (both men & women) during WWII?

Read: pages 768-770 in your textbook. Start at “Americans Joins the War Effort/Stop at a
Production Miracle”.

Mobilizing Industry & the Economy: How did industry change and develop during the
war to aid the war effort? ,v

Read: 770-772 in your textbook. Start at “A Production Miracle/Stop at Mobilization of
Scientists”. o

Mobilization of Science, Technology and Weapons: What new weapons were created
and what technological, as well as <cientific advances were made as a result of the war

effort?

Read: Handout - the Enlistment of Science.

Mobilization of Women: How were women mobilized for the war effort?

Read: Handout - Women

Mobilization of the Federal Government and the Economy: What role did the Federal
Government take in regulating the economy to support the war effort? (think agencies and
programs). ‘

Read: 773-774 in your textbook. Start at «Federal Government Takes Control”.

Homework ‘

1. Read your assigned portion.

2. Answer the question(s) that relate to your topic. Answers should be at least 4 sentences
in length. Add any additional information you feel is important to understand your
topic.

3. Create a sign (regular 8.5 x 11) piece of paper, that has the name of your topic (clear
and large enough to see well) and includes visual representations that explain/

- demonstrate your topic. Ultimately, your visual representation should highlight how,
WWII is an example of collectivism. “
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US 32

World War Two
@.Ho%‘mm . .. . . Basic Hﬂm.ongﬁﬂoﬁ R _. H.Hos does - .umu.n-olm:ﬁam a-
e ?rm how, why & what rﬂwwmﬁm& continued shift towards collectivism? -

Mobilization of Science,

‘Technology & Weapons
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CLASS

The Internment of Japanese-Americans

During World War TI

“I only ask that I be given a chance to Sght to preserve the principles that I have
been brought up on and which I will not sacrifice at any cost. Please give me a
<chance to- sexve in your armed forces.” So wrote Henry Ebihara to Secretary of
War Hemy Stimson as the United States entered World War IL- Eight thousand
Japanese-Americans did evcntuaﬂy serve—with distinction—in the United States
armed forces during World War H, despite thafactthatﬂfva‘ 110,000 were forced
by the American government. to refocate to remote and dismal internment
umnp&TheJmpnawﬂnmdamskwngmnﬂmvwﬁtCmumwmzdadmmda

&muﬂ@ﬂhnm,hyﬁmgmmnmmmtandmmmyﬂnwﬁmumsmgmﬂndﬂmﬁﬂaal
goverrents declslon o isolate those who seemed to pesesuch a: threat. Fear,
-+ racism, and a desire for revenge after the. bombing of Peark:Harbor—all fostered

- puble.support for a govmnmmt policy that victated the civil Hights.of ather

American oltizens.

Thie census of 1940 recorded 126,947 people
of Japanese anowﬁyhvmgmthe Untted -
Sta!tes neaxiy two—thirds of them mﬁve—bom
Wﬁwhad migmmdﬁumJapaanaW&ﬂme
kmown as Iseel, Thelr chitdren were knowsz as
Miset. Thie majority of these Japanesc-Ameri-
cans Hived together tn small mmmun_it!ga on
the West Coast, Here they operated small
busin%ses and vegetable farmis, pursuing
thelr dreams just as other-Americans did.

.. However, unlke Amercins ofEumpean

ancestty, during World War I¥ Japanese-
Americans were to enddre vnjust treatment at
the hands of thelr government,

War Hysteria - i

“The attadkon Pearl Harbor pitched the )
govenment into a quandary. Because the West
Coast was bdiemd vulnerable to Japanese .

attack, mitttary experts worrded that Japanese-

Americans theré might cooperate with the
enemiy-The public, meanwhile, clamoted for
the gavernment to take action against the
"enemy race” in its midst.
Sson after the attack on Pear Harbor. the -

Federal Bureau of Investigation [FB identifiecd . to Wartime Cliflian-Control Gemtbersc =

t

@P&mﬁce-ﬂau, Ine.
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ahout 2,160 Jal)aneeevAmeﬂcams as “danger-
ous enenty aliens” and arested them. This did.
littleto calm the fears of residents on-the West
Cgast, Manypeeple eonsidered a Ja@an@se
irvasion Imminent and belioved that no one of
Japan&eehmtage could be trusted. On Febru-
ary 19, 1942, Pms&denthankﬂnw
signed Executive.Order No. 9066 au
the Secretazy of War “to prescribe mﬂitary
areas in such places and of such extent as he
or the appropriate Mﬂltary Commander mway
detEEminelfmmwh{chanyoraIl PETEonS may
be excluded™

GmﬁaIJohn DPewits, the mﬂitaly
mander responsﬂmle for executing the otdcr.
destgnated enﬂmragions of Callfornia as—
“military axréas” and asked Japanese residents
to relocate voluntarily, Complylag with the
requ&st. abﬂuteightthaumnd.l_ ege '
abandened their homes and mavcd
to athcrparts of the counlty.. .

OnMarch 18 Roosevelt éreated the War
Relmﬁan Authority (WRA) to oversee the
orderly evacuation of Japanese-Amerh ;
from 4bé designated mgkms; DeWitt ardemd
Japanese residénts on the West Coast to report

The Intexnment ofJapgﬂés&Axneﬂcans Durtng Werld War H



Koremaisy v, Uniied Stares (LY4L)

Vocabulary

executive order A regulation ar order is-
sued by the President to enforce a treaty or
law; it does not require congressional ap-
proval but has theforce of law.

curfew A regulation. requiring a certain
group to be off the streets and in their
homes at a certain time.

Reviewing the Case

. After the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor

in December 1941, the United States entered
the war against the Axis powers—Germany,
{taly, and Japan. The attack on Hawaii had
made many American leaders and ordinary
citizens increasingly fearful about security

on the West Coast of the United States. Inre-

sponse-to those fears, President Franklin. D.
Roosevelt issued Executive Order #9066 in
Tebruary 1942. ,

The order authorized the creation of mili-
tary areas in which military authorities had
the power to remove Or exclude- whomever
they wished. The first area included the en-
tire West Coast to about 40 miles .inland.
Based on the executive order, military -offi-
cials first imposed a curfew on “g]l persons
of Japanese ancestry,” including those born
in the United States and those who had be-
come citizens. Later, the military command-
or ordered all persons of Japanese ancestry to,
leave their homes and report to assembly
centers. From there they were gent to reloca-
tion camps farther inland, away from the
coast. .

The government claimed the curfew and
the relocations were necessary to prevent
sabotage, spying, or giving help to a possible
Japanese invagion force. Disobeying the mili-
tary orders was made a crime by act of Con-
gress. - Several lawsuits were brought to
challenge this violation of the civil rights of
citizens.

Fred (Toyosaburo) Korematsu was ar-
rested for staying in San Leandro, California,
instead of going to a relocation center. Born
in California, Korematsu was a defense-plant

HISTORIC SUPREME COURT DECISIONS
©McDougal Littell Al rights reserved,
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worker in his 20's. He had tried to join the
Army but could not pass the physical. Rather
than going to a center, he posed as Chinese.
After being caught and arrested, he was con-
victed in federal district court of violating the
military’s “Civilian Exclusion Order.” Con-
viction carried a maximum fine of $5,000 or
up to one year in prison, or both.

Korematsu appealed the decision, unsuc-
cessfully, to the Ninth Circuit Couit of Ap-
peals for California on the grounds that his
rights under the Fourth, Fifth, Eighth, and
Thirteenth Amendments had been violated.
He was sent to arelocation camp in Utah. Ko-
Lemmatsu then appealed to the U.S. Supreme
Court. :

The issue before the Court: Are Executive

. Order #9066 and the act of Congress enforc-

ing it constitutional uses of the war powers of
the President and Congress?

The Supreme Court ruled by & vote of 6-3
to uphold the decision of the lower courts
against Korematsu. The Court ruled
according to the precedent set a year earlier
in Hirabayashi v. United Stotes. Kiyoshi
Hirabayashi had been convicted of violating
the curfew law, which applied only to Japa-

nese Americans. On appeal, the Court had

suled that Hirabayashi’s rights had not been
violated unconstitutionally because the cur-
few was within the limits of the war powers.
In the interests of national security, the -
Court said, military authorities could do

- what they thought was necessary in sensitive

areas; Congress had the right to give this
power.
The Court’s reasoning in both cases can be

. summied up in the words of Justice Hugo

Black’s opinion in Korematsu:

It should be noted, to begin with, that all
legal restrictions which curtail the civil
rights of a single racial group are immedi-
ately suspect. That is not to say that all
such restrictions are unconstitutional. Tt is
to say that courts must subject them to the
most rigid serutiny. . . - Compulsory exclu-
sion of large groups of citizens from their

Supreme Court Decision 27



Jinal Payrments for Japanese [nternees - New York Times http://query.nyﬁmes.com/ gst/fuupage.html?res=94ODE7DEl43 CF...

&he New Bork Times
nytimas. com

April 26, 1988
Final Payments for Japanese Internees

LEAD: Congress is about to pass a bill offering token payments and apologies to apanese-Americans
interned during World War IL. But President Reagan is said to be uncertain about signing it. Not to do so
would interrupt justice for all. This legislation responds to the needs of the victims, and to the pation's
need to make amends. :

Congress is about to pass a bill offering token payments and apologies to J apanese-Americans interned
during World War IL But President Reagan is said to be uncertain about signing it. Not to-do so would
interrupt justice for all. This legislation responds to the neads of the victims, and to the nation's need to
make amends. : :

The internment was a panicked response to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941.
President Franklin Roosevelt accepted the idea that Japanese-Americans might constitute a security risk
on the West Coast, where many of them lived.

where many lived under guard for the duration of the war. About half of these interned are still alive.
Some recall having to abandon homes, possessions and businesses on a few hours' notice. After the war,
some were able to recover their property. In 1948, Congress approved paying $37 million to settle
26,000 claims.

Ultimately about 120,000 - most of them. U.S. citizens - were rounded up and sent to relocation camps -

{ But to date, nothing formal has been done to address the sense of grievance that has understandably
weighed on many internees through the years. The legislation about to emerge from Congress does just
 that ¥t offers a $20,000 payment to each actual victim of internment, along with a formal apology on
behalf of the nation. ' .

Opposition centers on cost: $1.3 billion in the Senate version, 0 be paid out over five years. Some
opponents say that an apology alone ought to be sufficient, and that adding cash somehow demeans it.
But the apology ought to imvolve more than words on paper. Given the damage inflicted, $20,000
amounts to minimal compensation for pain and suffering. In any case, recipients of the offer may accept

or reject it as they choose.

This long-overdue law constitutes an act of decency tiat would honor the President who signs it.

Reparaﬁon and Redress:

1948- Congress passed the American Japanese Claims Act- allowing Japanese to apply
for compensation. However, the IRS had destroyed most of the 1939-1942 tax records
_and out of the 26,568 people who filed claims totaling $148 million only $37 was paid
out. : ‘

1976~ President Gerald Ford proclaimed the evacuation was “wrong.”

1988~ President Ronald Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act that provided redress of
$20,000 for each surviving detainee (total $1.2 billion).

1992- President George ELW. Bush issued a formal apology and signed the Civil
Liberties Act Amendment appropriating an additional $400 million to ensure all

Lof 1 remaining internees receive $20,000 redrefﬁﬁ"_jents. . 5/13/08 9:27 A
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Collectivism Post New Deal
Post New-Deal, has the US extended far too much toward collectivism?
Or are these extensions necessary? '
Would they have happened without the New Deal?

Japanese Internment Camps

Korematsu vs US

Cold War: How are the actions against people justified? Are they convincing
justifications? ~
McCarthyism

House Un-American Activities Committee
Alger Hiss

Rosenbefg Trials

Duck and Cover

As you watch the video, write down thoughts about the Cold War era. (i.e. fears, justifications,
impact).

How might this video and the implications of this video sway public opinion toward supporting
anti-communist methods by the government? :

(O
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27.9 Communists in the U.S. Government (1950)

341

more deeply wound and damage mankind than any con-
ceivable economic or political system.

Karl Marx dismissed God as a hoax, and Lenin and
Stalin have added in clear-cut, unmistakable language their
resolve that no nation, no people who believe in a God,
can exist side by side with their communistic state.

Karl Marx, for example, expelled people from his
Communist Party for mentioning such things as justice,
humanity, or morality. He called this soulful ravings and
sloppy sentimentality.

While Lincoln was a relatively young man in his late
thirties, Karl Marx boasted that the Communist specter
was haunting Europe. Since that time, hundreds of mil-
lions of people and vast areas of the world have fallen
under Communist domination. Today, less than 100 years
afrer Lincoln’s death, Stalin brags that this Communist
specter is not only haunting the world, but is about to
completely subjugate it.

Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between
communistic atheism and Christianity. The modern cham-
pions of communism have selected this as the time. And,
ladies and gentlemen, the chips are down—they are truly
down. ...

Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone here
tonight who is so blind as to say that the war is not on?
Can there be anyone who fails to realize that the Commu-
nist world has said, “Thé time is now”—and that this is
the time for the show-down between the democratic Chris-
tian world and the Communist atheistic world?

Unless we face this fact, we shall pay the price that
must be paid by those who wait too long. '

. Six years ago, at the time of the first conference to
map out the peace—Dumbarton Oaks—there was within

totalitarian side there were in the world at that time
roughly 1,625,000,000 people. Today only 6 years later,
there are 800,000,000 people under the absolute domina-
tion of Soviet Rilssia—an increase of over 400 percent. On
our side, the figure has shrunk to around 500,000,000. In
other words, in less than 6 years the odds have changed
from 9 to 1 in our favor to 8 to § against us. This indicates
the swiftness of the tempo of Communist victories and
American defeats in the cold war. As one of our outstand-
ing historical figures once said, “When a great democracy
is destroyed, it will not be because of enemies from with-
out, but rather because of enemies from within.

The truth of this statement is becoming terrifyingly
clear as we see this country each day losing on every front.

At war’s end we were physically the strongest nation

lectually and morally. Ours could have been the honor of

. being a beacon in the desert of destruction, a shining living

proof that civilization was not yet ready to destroy itself.
Unfortunately, we have failed miserably and tragically to
arise to the opportunity.

The reason why we find ourselves in a position of im-

=11
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the Soviet orbit 180,000,000 people. Lined up on the anti- -

on earth and, at least potentially, the most powerful intel-"

potency is not because our only powerful potential enemy
has sent men to invade our shores, but rather because of
the traitorous actions of those who have been treated so
well by this Nation. It has not been the less fortunate or
members of minority groups who have been selling this
Nation out, but rather those who have had all the benefits
that the wealthiest nation on earth has had to offer—the
finest homes, the finest college education, and the finest
jobs in Government we can give.

This is glaringly true in the State Department. There
the bright young men who are born with silver spoons in
their mouths are the ones who have been worst. . . .

When Chiang Kai-shek [Jiang Jieshi] was fighting our
war, the State Department had in China a young man
named John S. Service. His task, obviously, was not to
work for the communization of China. Strangely, howeves,
he sent official reports back to the State’ Department urg-
ing that wge torpedo our ally Chiang Kai-shek and stating,

in effect, that communism was the best hope of China.

Later, this man—John Service—was picked up by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation for turning over to the
Communists secret State Department information.
Strangely, however, he was never prosecuted. However,
Joseph Grew, the Under Secretary of State, who insisted on
his prosecution, was forced to resign. Two days after
Grew’s successor, Dean Acheson, took over as Under Sec-
retary of State, this man—John Service—who had been
picked up by the FBI and who had previously urged that
communism was the best hope of China, was not only re-
instated in the State Department but promoted. And fi-
nally, under Acheson, placed in charge of all placements
and promotions.

Today, ladies and gentlemen, this man Service is on his
way to represent the State Department and Acheson in
Calcutta—by far and away the most important listening
post in the Far East. . ..

This, ladies and gentlemen, gives you somewhat of a
picture of the type of individuals who have been helping to
shape our foreign policy. In my opinion the State Depart-
ment, which is one of the most important government de-

_partments, is thoroughly infested with Communists.

I have in my hand 57 cases of individuals who would
appear to be either card carrying members or certainly
loyal to the Communist Party, but who nevertheless are
still helping to shape our foreign policy.

One thing to remember in discussing the Communists
in our Government is that we are not dealing with spies
who get 30 pieces of silver to steal the bluepririts of a new
weapon. We are dealing with a far more sinister type of ac-
tivity because it permits the enemy to guide and shape our
policy. . .. ‘ '

It is the result of an emotional hang-over and a tempo-
rary moral lapse which follows every war. It is the apathy

_ to evil which people who have been subjected to the

tremendous evils of war feel. As the people of the world see
mass murder, the destruction of defenseless and innocent

.2 — .‘ R



people, and all of the crime and lack of morals which go
with war, they become nurb and apathetic. It has always
been thus after war. '

However, the morals of our people have not been de-

stroyed. They still exist. This cloak of numbness and apa-
i thy has only needed a spark to rekindle themn. Happily, this
spark has finally been supplied.

As you know, very recently the Secretary of State pro-
claimed his loyalty to a man guilty of what has always
i been considered as the most abominable of all crimes—of
i ' being a traitor t0 the people who gave him a position of
; great trust. The Secretary of State in attempting to justify
0 his continued devotion to the man who sold out the Chris-
‘5 tian world to the atheistic world, referred to Christ’s Sex-
I

Chapter 27 "Cold War America, 1945-1960

mon on the Mount as a justification and reason therefor,
and the reaction of the American people to this would have
made the heart of Abraham Lincoln happy-

When this pompous diplomat in striped pants, with a
phony British accent, proclaimed to the American people
that Christ on the Mount endorsed communism, high trea-
son, and betrayal of a sacred trust, the blasphemy was s0
great that it awakened the dormant indignation of the
American people. :

He has lighted the spark which is resulting in a moral
uprising and will end only when the whole sorry mess of
twisted, warped thinkers are swept from the national scene
so that we may have a new birth of national honesty and

decency in Government.
A
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. . /9. How would
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3. What events and developments,
Hise of Senator McCarthy?

ow does McCarthy characterize the opposing sides in the Cold War?
ow does he explain the successes of the Communists in the Cold War?

3./Who are the villains in his account?
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DWigHPEiaienhower became the first Republican
Ulysses S. Grant, His “Modern
astically embrace, the government ¢hat Presidents Roosevel¢ind Truman

Democrats were the majority

9

Fisenhower’s presidency. Reduging inflation and;bfiﬁget deficits took precedence over

- stimulating economic growth

" federal spending). Economic interestgroups W
est, with government serving/a.s"‘ﬁublic referee
tiative of the »Eisenhowqg,ad’ministration,
Act of 1956, see te;gg;pf. 889, 909-910, and Document 2

oI ’ Eisenhowexfdid not provide leadership. The unanimous decision of tt
in Brosin v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954)

Zols to be unconstitutional, but it was not until the following year
guidelines for implementing the decision,

2
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president to serve gﬂiﬁuﬂ terms since
Republicanism”™ largely accept gdffgbut did not enthusi-
had led. The
party in Congress du:i;n‘g";a]l but the first two years of
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minimun{:jy@a“éiémwas raised (neither necessitating increased
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Johnson’s War on Poverty
“[f we can raise the annual earnings of 10 million among the poor by only $1,000 we will
have added $14 billion a year'to our national output. In addition we can make important
reductions in public-assistance payments, which now cost us $4 billion a year, and in the
large costs of fighting crime and delinquency, disease and hunger.
This is only part of the story. Our history has proved that each time we broaden the base
of abundance; giving more people the chance to produce and consume, We create new
industry, higher production, increased earnings, and better income for all. Giving new
opportunity to those who have little will enrich the lives of all the rest.

Because it is right, because it is wise, and because, fo the first time in our history, it is
possible to conquer poverty, I submit, for the consideration of the Congress and the
country, the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964. The act does not merely expand old
programs or improve what is already being done. It charts a new course. It strikes at the -
causes, not just the consequences of poverty. It can be a milestone in our 180-year search
for a better life for our people. N

This act provides five basic opportunities: It will give almost half a million

underprivileged young Americans the opportunity to develop skills, continue education,
and find useful work; it will give every American community the opportunity to develop
a comprehensive plan to fight its own povert —-and help them to carry out their plans; it
will give dedicated Americans the opportunity to enlist as volunteers in the war against
poverty; it will give'hany workers and farmers the opportunity to break through
particular barriers which bar their escape from poverty; it will give the entire nation the
opportunity for a concerted attack on poverty through the establishment, under my '

“direction, of the Office of Economic Opportinity, a national headquarters for the war
against poverty. ‘

This is how we proposé.to' create these opportunities:

First, we will give high priority to helping young Americans who lack skills, who have
not completed their education, or who cannot complete it because they are too poor. The
years of high school and college-age are the most critical stage of a young person's life. If
they are not helped then, many will be condemned to.a life of poverty which they, in turn,
will pass on to their children.

I therefore recommend the creation of a Job Corps, 2 work-training program, and a
work-study program. A new national Job Corps will build toward an enlistment of
100,000 young men. They will be drawn from those whose background, health, and
education make them least fit for useful work. Those who volunteer will enter more than
100 camps and centers around the country. Half of these young men will work, in the first
year, on special conservation projects to give them education, useful work experience,
and to enrich the natural resources of the country. Half of these young men will receive,
in the first year, a blend of training, basic education, and work experience in job-training

" centers. ' :

These are not simply camps for the underprivileged. They are new educational
institutions, comparable in innovation to the land-grant colleges. Those who enter them
will emerge better qualified to play a productive role in American society.

A new national work-training program operated by the Department of Labor will provide
work and training for 200,000 American men and women between the ages of sixteen
and twenty-one. This will be developed through state and local governments and
nonprofit agencies. Hundreds of thousands of young Americans badly need the
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experience, the income, and the sense of purpose-which useful full or part-time work can
bring. For them such work may mean the difference between finishing school or dropping
out. Vital community activities from hospitals and playgrounds to libraries and settlement
houses are suffering because there are not enough people to staff them. We are simply.
bringing these needs together. '

A new national work-study program operated by the Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare will provide federal funds for part-time jobs for 140,000 young Americans
who do not go to college because they cannot afford it. There is no more senseless waste
than the waste of the brainpower and skill of those who are kept from college by
economic circumstance. Under this program they will, in a great American tradition, be
able to work their way through school. They and the country will be richer for it.”

How does Johnson seek to improve America? Be specific

What will he do during his presidency?

How will tﬁis help him achieve his goals? How does it fight poverty?
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What Was Really Great About The Great Society
By Joseph A. Califano Jr. i

If there is a prize for the political scam of the 20th century, it should go to the
conservatives for propagating as conventional wisdom that the Great Society programs of
the 1960s were a misguided and failed social experiment that wasted taxpayers' money.

Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, from 1963 when Lyndon Johnson took
office until 1970 as the impact of his Great Society programs were felt, the portion of
Americans living below the poverty Jine dropped from 22.2 percent to 12.6 percent, the
most dramatic decline over such a brief period in this century. Since then, the poverty
rate has hovered at about the 13 percent level and sits at 13.3 percent today, still a
disgraceful level in the context of the greatest economic boom in our history. But if the

- Great Society had not achieved that dramatic reduction in poverty, and the nation had not
maintained it, 24 million more Americans would today be living below the poverty level.

This reduction in poverty did not just happen. It was the result of a focused,
tenacious effort to revolutionize the role of the federal government with a series of
interventions that enriched the lives of millions of Americans. In those tumultuous Great
Society years, the President submitted, and Congress enacted, more than 100 major
proposals in each of the 80th and 90th Congresses. In that era of do-it-now optimismy,
government was neither a bad man to be tarred and feathered nor a bag man to collect
campaign contributions, but an instrument to help the most vulnerable in our society.

‘What has the verdict been? Did the programs we put into place in the 1960s
vindicate our belief in the responsibility and capacity of the national government to
achieve such ambitious goalscor do they stand as proof of the government's inability to
effect dramatic change that helps our people?

A Fair Start

The Great Society saw government as providing a hand up, not a handout. The
cornerstone was a thriving economy (which the 1964 tax cut sparked); in such
circumstances, most Americans would be able to enjoy the material blessings of society.
Others would need the kind of help most of us got from our parents<health care,
education and training, and housing, as well as a nondiscriminatory shot at
employment<to share in our nation's wealth.

Education and health were central to opening up the promise of American life to
all. With the 1965 Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the Great Society for the
first ime committed the federal government to helping local school districts. Its higher
education legislation, with scholarships, grants, and work-study programs, opened
college to any American with the necessary brains and ambition, however thin daddy's
wallet or empty mommy's purse. Bilingual education, which today serves one million
individuals, was designed to teach Hispanic youngsters subjects like math and history in
their own language for a couple of years while they learned English, so they would not
fall behind. Special education legislation has helped millions of children with learning
disabilities...

The impact of the Great Society's health programs has been stunning. In 1963, most
elderly Americans had no health insurance. Few retirement plans provided any such
coverage. The poor had little access to medical treatment until they were in critical
condition. Only wealthier Americans could get the finest care, and only by traveling to a
few big cities like Boston or New Y ork.

Is revolution too strong a word? Since 1965, 79 million Americans have signed up
for Medicare. In 1966, 19 million were enrolled; in 1998, 39 million. Since 1966,
Medicaid has served more than 200 million needy Americans. In 1967, it served 10
million poor citizens; in 1997, 390 million. The 1968 Heart, Cancer and Stroke legislation

has provided funds to create centers of medical excellence in just about every major
citydrom Seattle to Houston, Miami to Cleveland, New Orleans to St. Louis. To staff

o~
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these centers, the 1965 Health Professions Educational Assistance Act provided resources
to double the number of doctors graduating from medical schools, from 8,000 to 16,000.
That Act also increased the pool of specialists and researchers, nurses, and paramedics.
Community health centers, also part of the Great Society health care agenda, today serve
almost eight million Americans annually. The Great Society's commitment to fund basic
medical research lifted the National Institutes of Health to unprecedented financial
heights, seeding a harvest of medical miracles. ,

Closely related to these health programs were efforts to reduce malnutrition and
hunger. Today, the Great Society's food stamp program helps feed more than 20 million
men, women, and children in more than 8 million households. Since it was launched in
1967, the school breakfast program has provided a daily breakfast to nearly 100 million
schoolchildren. :

Taken together, these programs have played a pivotal role in recasting America's
demographic profile. In 1964, life expectancy was 66.6 years for men and 73.1 years for
women (69.7 years overall). In a single generation, by 1997, life expectancy jumped 10
percent: for men, to 73.6 years; for women, to 79.2 years (76.5 years overall). The jump
was highest among the less advantaged, suggesting that better nutrition and access to '
health care have played an even larger role than medical miracles. Infant mortality stood
at 26 deaths for each 1,000 live births when LBJ took office; today it stands at only 7.3
deaths per 1,000 live births, a reduction of almost 75 percent.

Great Society contributions to racial equality were not only civic and political. In
1960, black life expectancy was 63.6 years, not even long enough to benefit from the
Social Security taxes that black citizens paid during their working lives. By 1997, black
life expectancy was 71.2 years, thanks almost entirely to Medicaid, community health
centers, job training, food stamps, and other Great Society programs. In 1960, the infant
mortality rate for blacks was 44.3 for each 1,000 live births; in 1997, that rate had
plummeted by two-thirds, to 14.7. In 1960, only 20 percent of blacks completed high
school and only 3 percent finished college; in 1997, 75 percent completed high school
and more than 13 percent earned college degrees.

What is Johnson’s “Great Society” vision?

How did he seek to achieve this vision? Be specific!!

Education?
Health Insurance?
Racial Equality?

Poverty?

What is the auth8r’s argument about the impact of Johnson’s programs
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rhat Rights Should an Accused Person Have!

“ police officers try to obtain confessions from suspects. Yet, the Fifth I
. Amendment protects people from self—incrimination——stating facts that
- willresultin their being accused of a crime. The Sixth Amendment gives
. them theright to an attorney. How do those guaranteed rights come into
: 1‘| play when a person is being questioned by police?

g o Fmesto Miranda, under questioning Miranda claimed the | A5:4 majority ruled
by police, confessed that he had confession should that the conviction
kidnapped and assaulted a woman. - not be used because should be thrown out
police had not because police had vio-

e Miranda was convicted in state court
| of the crimes in part because of the
confession.

warned him of his lated Miranda's rights
right to avoid self- | whenit obtained the
incrimination or 10 confession.
. have a lawyer
o §% ’ ' present. .
. &' The majority based its reasoning on “the necessity for procedures which assure”
¥ the protection of Fifth Amendment rights. Tt spelled out those procedures:

£prior to any questioning, the person must be warned that he has a right to yemain silent,
that any statement he does make may be used as evidence against him, and that hehasa
right to the presence of an attorney.

g% That statement is familiar fo many Americans from hearing it on television
W crime dramas. The majority also ruled that people who request a lawyer must be
%:_;provided with one, even if they are t00 poor to pay for one themselves.

g The decision hashad a profound effect on the criminal justice system. Police offic-
- pect be used in a trial.

ers must inform suspects of their rights. Only 1.:hen can statements made by the sus-
The Supreme Court and Reform
During the 1960s, the Supreme Court demonstrated a willingness to take the

lead on controversial social, religious, and political
issues. Led by Chief Justice FEarl - Warren, the

Supreme Court at this time—often called the Warren

Court—became the most liberal in American history. M AKERS ‘

m [STO RY

:  Earl Warren (1891-1974)
One of the country's most influential
Chief Justices, Earl Warren was governor of
California before being named to head the
Supreme Court. As Chief Justice, he guided
the Courtto a unanimous ruling outlawing
school segregation in Brown\. Board of
Education. The Warren Court issued many
landmark rulings in the areas of civil
rights, criminal justice, First Amendment
issues, and legistative districting.
These decisions led many
Americans to call for Warren's
removal, though he remained on
the Court until retiring in 1969.

Tts decisions supported civil rights, civil liberties, vot-
ing rights, and pers onal privacy.

Congressional Districts and Voters’ Rights In
several decisions the Supreme Court ruled in favor of
the “one man, one vote” principle. The problem was
one of apportionment of seats in state legislatures.
During the twentieth century, large numbers of vot-
ers moved from rural to urban areas, but many state
governments had not changed, or reapportioned,
clectoral districts to reflect the new conditions. This
led to an electoral imbalance. Tn many states, rural
areas had more power and urban areas had less
power than their populations actually mandated.

Tn Baker v. Carr (1962), the Supreme Court ruled
in favor of ;eapportion’ment on the basis of “one m&ri, 50—

)
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Comprehension

1. Terms and People Explain the
relationship of the following terms
to social reform.
¢ War on Poverty
e Great Society

‘*v-l

. NoteTaking Reading Skill:
identify Details Use your chart to

one vote.” Electoral districts, it said, had to reflect the numbers of people in
those districts. In Reynolds v. Sims (1964), the Court reaffirmed its decision,
adding that any arrangement other than “one man, one vote” violated the equal
protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

Rights of the Accused The Warren Court also showed a heightened concern
for the constitutional rights of accused lawbreakers. In four landmark cases, the
Court broadened the individual rights of accused criminals and narrowed those
of federal, state, and local government officials. In Mapp v. Ohio (1961), the Court
ruled that evidence obtained illegally violated the Fourth Amendment and had to
be excluded from federal and state trials. In Gideon v. Wainwright (1963), the
Court decided that all accused criminals had the right to a lawyer whether or not
they could pay for one. In Escobedo v. Illinois (1964), the Warren Court expanded
on Gideon v. Wainwright by adding that every accused lawbreaker had to be
offered access to a lawyer before questioning, and all evidence obtained from a
suspect who had not been informed ofhis or her right to a lawyer could not be used
in court. Finally, in Miranda v. Arizéna (1966), the Court ruled that an accused
criminal had to be informed of his or her Fifth and Sixth Amendment rights
before being questioned. . '

Critics of these decisions argued that the Warren Court had tipped the bal-
ance of justice in favor of the rights of accused criminals. Today, many conserva-
tive justices remain convinced that the Warren Court had overstepped its
jurisdiction. The majority of the members of the Warren Court, however, have
countered that the rights of individuals had to be protected, especially when
freedom hung in the balance.

Separation of Church and State. The Warren Court addressed the separa- -
tion of church and state in the case of Engle v. Vitale (1962). The case involved
whether or not a public school could require students to recite a state-
sanctioned prayer. The Court ruled that school prayer was a violation of the
First Amendment and an attempt by a governmental body to promote religion. .
The decision ignited, and continues to ignite, controversy. For more than
40 years, various religious groups have railed against the decision.

Checkpoint What major court ruling allowed a person accused of a crime
to have a lawyer?

Progress Monitoring Online
For; Self-test with vocabulary practice
Web Code: nea-1505
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3. Quick Write: Chart Arguments 4. Make Comparisons Were there
and Counterarguments |dentify differences in the goals of the New .
one point of view regarding the use of Frontier and the Great Society? Explaif-
government funds to support massive 5, Recognize Cause and Effect How:;
social programs. Then, make a chart do you think the Immigration and
with two columns. In the first-column, Nationality Act of 1965 changed
list two arguments in favor of that olitical activity in the nation?
point of view. In the second column, list @d entify Point of View Why did
two arguments against that point of  “cima Americans feel that Supreme ‘

answer the Section Focus Question:
How did Johnson's Great Society
programs change life for most
Americans?

[V R P Y e Lttt

vievy. A Court decisions during the 19605 ont
considered the rights of the poor? 7%
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Supreme Court Cases of the Warren Court

As groups present, be sure to fill in the important facts of the cases. As a presenting group, make

sure the class can fill out this sheet as you present.
Miranda vs Arizona
Date Amendment(s)

Case/narrative

Verdict

Future Implications:

Gideon vs Wainwright )

Date ' Amendment(s)
Case/narrative

Verdict

Future Implications:

Mapp vs. Ohio
Date . : Amendment(s)

Case/narrative

Verdict

Future Implications:

~122~

-

‘*“«:{:r’y‘



%

'r"‘l The Ideas and Goals of Liberalism In the late 1970s, liberals tended to
helieve that the federa] government should play a significant role in Improving
‘the lives of all Americans. They valued social programs that helped the poor,

aployed, elderly, and others. They also sponsored laws that protected the

the new freedoms exemplified by the counterculture and advertiged by the mass Vocabulary Buildey

."media. This concern with. the perceived degeneration of modern youth dove.- degeneration—(dee jebn er AY
. tailéd with many conservatives’ religious beliefs. shuhn) n. declining in quality

al

. Conservative Viewpoint

Fa\'/ored TROre government involvement to Favored limited government involvement
lessen.‘e'xtreme economic inequalitias through / in order to stimulate economic growth by

* social programs (6ften leading * reducing taxes

to higher taxes) i * decreasing regulation of industry
* 9overnment regulation of industry

Favored intemational diplomacy to combat Favored relying on our own national
- COmmunisny in other countries defense and actively fighting against

communism in otherf9 3 s







