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1 IV: The Juggling Act - American Foreign Poli

Unit Abstract

This unit examines the motives and methods of United States involvement in foreign affairs. The
three threads of U.S. involvement are unilateralism (lone wolf), ideological expansionism and
practical interests. At times, the U.S. determines its foreign policy by refraining from involvement
in foreign affairs or choosing to involve itself without alliances and focusing only on its own
agenda. The government must also consider practical benefits that the United States could obtain
from its involvement, Both of these motives are guided by dominant American ideologies like
liberty, freedom and democracy and the desire to spread such ideals to people outside the United
States which was expressed in the 20th century as Manifest Destiny. These decisions have
resulted in the United States becoming a superpower while expanding its own borders and
imperializing others.

E tial Questions:
1. Why at times has the United States pursued a multilateral foreign policy and at other
times elected to proceed unilaterally?
2. Have United States foreign policy decisions furthered American ideologies and national
interests?
3. Assess the costs and benefits of American foreign policy on the rest of the world.

Unit Questions:
1. Evaluate the thread that has been most influential in determining U.S. foreign policy.

Why?

To what extent has the U.S. been an imperial power (versus expansion)?

What has most influenced the growth of the United States from a colony to a superpower?

How has the role of the United States in the world changed?

To what extent has ideology and/or practical interest motivated United States foreign

policy?

What is the cost to the United States of its increased presence in the world?

7. Did United States foreign policy decisions further our national interests or were they
detrimental?

8. How has the United States used its authority to dictate foreign policy the world?

9, Who and or which people benefits from U.S. involvement in other countries?

10. How has American foreign policy been an interplay between isolationism/unilateralism,
ideology and practical interests at the cost of American ideals?

11. Characterize and explain the relationship between foreign policy and domestic policy.

ANl o

o



Vocabulary:

1. Isolationism: The policy or doctrine of isolating one’s-country from the affairs of other
nations.

2. Unilateralism: The doctrine or agenda that supports a one-sided agenda where a nation acts
independently of others.

3. Multilateralism: [s multiple countries working in concert on a given issue.

4, Manifest Destiny: This ideology includes three basic themes: the special virtues of the
american people and their institutions, america’s mission to redeem and remake the world in the
image of america and a divine destiny under god's direction to accomplish this task.

5. Practical Interests: Direct benefits, usually economic, for United States citizens.

6. Imperialism: occurs when a strong nation takes over a weaker nation or region and dominates
its economic, political, or cultural life.



Foreien Policy in the U.S Constituti

Context

The American Constitution is drafted in 1787 following the American Revolution and the failure
of the Articles of Confederation. At this time, what are the foreign policy concerns/issues facing
the United States? Using your pocket Constitution, answer the following questions:

What are the war powers given to Congress in Article I, Section 87

What are the war powers given to the President in Article 1], Section 2?7

In the Second Amendment - what vision of foreign policy is being described?

In the Third Amendment - what fear is being shown regarding the military?
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John L. O'Sullivan on Manifest Destiny, 1839

Excerpted from "The Great Nation of Futurity," The United States Democratic Review, Volume 6, Issue
23, pp. 426-430. The complete article can be found in The Making of America Series at Cornell
University

The American people having derived their origin from many other nations, and the Declaration of
National Independence being entirely based on the great principle of human equality, these facts
demonstrate at once our disconnected position as regards any other nation; that we have, in reality,
but little connection with the past history of any of them, and still less with all antiquity, its glories, or
its crimes. On the contrary, our national birth was the beginning of a new history, the formation and
progress of an untried political system, which separates us from the past and connects us with the
future only;and so far as regards the entire development of the natural rights of man, in moral,
political, and national life, we may confidently assume that our country is destined to be the great
nation of futurity.

It is so destined, because the principle upon which a nation is organized fixes its destiny, and that of
equality is perfect, is universal. It presides in all the operations of the physical world, and it is also the
conscious law of the soul -- the self-evident dictates of morality, which accurately defines the duty of
man to man, and consequently man's rights as man. Besides, the truthful annals of any nation furnish
abundant evidence, that its happiness, its greatness, its duration, were always proportionate to the
“democratic equality in its system of government....

What friend of human liberty, civilization, and refinement, can cast his view over the past history of
the monarchies and aristocracies of antiquity, and not deplore that they ever existed? What
philanthropist can contemplate the oppressions, the cruelties, and injustice inflicted by them on the
masses of mankind, and not turn with moral horror from the retrospect?

a3
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America is destined for better deeds. It is our unparalleled glory that we have no reminiscences of
battle fields, but in defence of humanity, of the oppressed of all nations, of the rights of conscience,
the rights of personal enfranchisement. Our annals describe no scenes of horrid carnage, where men
were led on by hundreds of thousands to slay one another, dupes and victims to emperors, kings,
nobles, demons in the human form called heroes. We have had patriots to defend our homes, our
liberties, but no aspirants to crowns or thrones; nor have the American people ever suffered
themselves to be led on by wicked ambition to depopulate the land, to spread desolation far and
wide, that a human being might be placed on a seat of supremacy.

We have no interest in the scenes of antiquity, only as lessons of avoidance of nearly all their
examples. The expansive future is our arena, and for our history. We are entering on its untrodden
space, with the truths of God in our minds, beneficent objects in our hearts, and with a clear
conscience unsullied by the past. We are the nation of human progress, and who will, what can, set
limits to our onward march? Providence is with us, and no earthly power can. We point to the
everlasting truth on the first page of our national declaration, and we proclaim to the millions of



other lands, that "the gates of hell" -- the powers of aristocracy and monarchy -- "shall not prevail
against it."

The far-reaching, the boundless future will be the era of American greatness. In its magnificent
domain of space and time, the nation of many nations is destined to manifest to mankind the
excellence of divine principles; to establish on earth the noblest temple ever dedicated to the
worship of the Most High -- the Sacred and the True. Its floor shall be a hemisphere -- its roof the
firmament of the star-studded heavens, and its congregation an Union of many Republics, comprising
hundreds of happy millions, calling, owning no man master, but governed by God's natural and moral
law of equality, the law of brotherhood -- of "peace and good will amongst men."...

Yes, we are the nation of progress, of individual freedom, of universal enfranchisement. Equality of
rights is the cynosure of our union of States, the grand exemplar of the correlative equality of
individuals; and while truth sheds its effulgence, we cannot retrograde, without dissolving the one and
subverting the other. We must onward to the fulfilment of our mission -- to the entire development
of the principle of our organization -- freedom of conscience, freedom of person, freedom of trade
and business pursuits, universality of freedom and equality. This is our high destiny, and in nature's
eternal, inevitable decree of cause and effect we must accomplish it. All this will be our future history,
to establish on earth the moral dignity and salvation of man -- the immutable truth and beneficence
of God. For this blessed mission to the nations of the world, which are shut out from the life-giving
light of truth, has America been chosen; and her high example shall smite unto death the tyranny of
kings, hierarchs, and oligarchs, and carry the glad tidings of peace and good will where myriads now
endure an existence scarcely more enviable than that of beasts of the field. Who, then, can doubt that
our country is destined to be the great nation of futurity?

Return To Vinnie's Home Page

Return to Documents Relating to American Foreign Policy Before |898
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—lzesson 20

Handout 20 (page 1)
The Mexican War—Was It in the National Interest?

Part A.

Use the following documents as a resource in completing the chart that follows on the arguments
for and against American expansion to the Pacific, even at the expense of war with Mexico, in
the 1840s. ‘ ,

Document A

But I am in danger of running into unnecessary details, which my debility
will not enable me to close. The question is full of interest, also, as it affects
our domestic relations and as it may bear upon those of Mexico to us. I
will not undertake to follow it out to its consequences in those respects,
though I must say that, in all aspects, the annexation of Texas to the United
States promises to enlarge the circle of free institutions, and is essential
to the United States, particularly as lessening the probabilities of future
collision with foreign powers, and giving them greater efficlency in spreading
the blessings of peace. '

- Andrew Jackson in a letter to Cong. Aaron V. Brown of Tennessee,
’ February 12, 1843

‘Document B
John L. O'Sullivan, the influential Democratic editor who gave the movement
its name, wrote in 1845 that the American claim to new territory

- . . Is by the right of our manifest destiny to overspread and to possess
the whole of the continent which Providence has given us for the develop-

. ment of the great experiment of liberty and federative self government
entrusted to us. It is a rght such as that of the tree to the space of air
and earth suitable for the full expansion of its principle and destiny of
growth.

Richard N. Current et al.,, A Survey of American History, Vol. 1,
’ 6th ed. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1983), 375.

Document C

“We love to indulge in thoughts of the future extent and power of this

Republic—because with its increase is the increase of human happiness and
. liberty. . . . What has miserable, inefficient Mexico—with her supeistition,

her burlesque upon freedom, her actual tyranny by the few over the many—

what has she to do with the great mission of peopling the New World with

a noble race? Be it ours, to achieve that mission! Be it ours to roll down

all of the upstart leaven of old despotism, that comes our wayl”

Walt Whitrnan, Editorial, Brooklyn Daily Eagle, July 7, 1846




Lesson 20 -

Advanced Placement U.S. History 1 Name
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Date :
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- Handout 20 (page 2)

Document D —
Fer#‘-xmeﬁ'c-aiﬁ:@anslon to the Pacific was always a precise and calculated

movement. It was ever limited in Its objectives. American diplomatic and
military policy that secured the acquisition of both Oregon and California
Was In the possession of men who never defined their expansionist Purposes
In terms of a democratic ideal. The vistas of all from Jackson to Polk were
Maritime and they were always anchored to specific Waterways along the

Pacific Coast. Lang Was necessary to them merely as a right of way to ocean.

Ports—a barrier to be Spanned by improved avenues of commerce. Any
Interpretation of westward extensfon beyond Texas is meaningless unless
deflned in terms of commerce and harbors.

. Norman A. Graebner, “The Land-Hunger Thesis Challenged, "

in The Mexican War; Was It Manifest Destiny? ed. by Ramon’ Eduardo Ruiz
(New York: Holt, Reinhardt and Winston, 1963), 48.

Document E
However supetor the Anglo-American race-may be to that of Mexico, this
gives the Americans no right to infringe upon the rights of the Inferior race,
The people of the United States may rghtfully, and will, if they use the
PTOper means, exercise a most beneficial moral influence over the Mexicans

" and other less enlightened nations of America. Beyond this they have no

Document F
“Then—Resolve, —Thet W& wunt hev-an.inch O’slave territory;

Thet Presidunt Polk’s hoﬁ perceedins air very tory;
Thet the war is a damned Wér, an’ them thet enlist in it
Should hev a cravat with a dreffle tight twist in it;
Thet the war is a war fer the spreadin’ o’ slavery;”
A James Russell Lowell, The Biglow Papers, 1é46

Document G

Less than a year before he became President, Lincoln wrote that “the act

, Document H
Long-memoried Mexicans have never forgotten that their northern enemy
tore away about half of their country. The argument that they were lucky
not to lose all of it, and that they had been paid something for their land,
did not lessen their bitterness. The war also marked an ugly turning point

=0
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Bailey anad Kennedy, American Pageant, 272.
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Irwin Unger, These United States, Vol, 1

(Boston, Massachusetts: Little, Brown and Company, 1973), 390-91.
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Homestead Act (1862)

Enacted on May 20, 1862, this landmark piece of legislation granted to settlers
ownership of 160 acres of land merely by living on it and working it for five years. It
proved one of the most important government incentives in settling the vast territory of
the American West and provided economic opportunities to thousands of Americans and
newly arrived immigrants. Below is an excerpt of the act. '

Be it enacted, That any person who is the head of a family, or who has arrived at the et ;
age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of the United States, or who shall have filed his declaration of intention to
become such, as required by the naturalization laws of the United States, and who has never borne arms against the
United States Government or given aid and comfort to its enemies, shall, from and after the first of January, eighteen
hundred and sixty-three, be entitled to enter one quarter-section or a less quantity of unapproptiated public lands, upon
which said person may have filed a pre-emption claim, or which may, at the time the application is made, be subject to
pre-emption at one dollar and twenty-five cents, or less, per acre; or eighty acres or less of such unappropriated lands,
at two dollars and fifty cents per acre, to be located in a body, in conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public
lands, and after the same shall have been surveyed: Provided, That any person owning or residing on land may, under
the provisions of this act, enter other land lying contiguous to his or her said land, which shall not, with the land so
already owned and occupied, exceed in the aggregate one hundred and sixty acres.

Section 2. That the person applying for the benefit of this act shall, upon application to the register of the land office in
which he or she is about to make such entry, make affidavit before the said register or receiver that he or she is the
head of a family, or is twenty-one or more years of age, or shall have performed service in the Army or Navy of the
United States, and that he has never borne arms against the Government of the United States or given aid and
comfort to its enemies, and that such application is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and that said entry is
made for the purpose of actual settliement and cultivation, and not, either directly or indirectly, for the use or benefit of
any othet person or persons whomsoever, and upon filing the said affidavit with the register or receiver, and on
payment of ten dollars, he or she shall thereupon be permitted to enter the quantity of land specified: Provided,
however, That no certificate shall be given or patent issued therefor until the expiration of five years from the date of
such entry; and if, at the expiration of such time, or at any time within two years thereafter, the person making such
entry—or if he be dead, his widow; or in case of her death, his heirs or devisee; or in case of a widow making such
entry, her heirs or devisee, in case of her death—shall prove by two credible withesses that he, she or they have
resided upon or cultivated the same for the term of five years immediately succeeding the time of filing the affidavit
aforesaid, and shall make affidavit that no part of said land has been alienated, and that he has borne true allegiance
to the Government of the United States; then, in such case, he, she, or they, if at that time a citizen of the United
States, shall be entitled to a patent, as in other cases provided for by law: And provided, further, That in case of the
death of both father and mother, leaving an infant child or children under twenty-one years of age, the right and fee
shall inure to the benefit of said infant child or children; and the executor, administrator, or guardian may, at any time
within two years after the death of the surviving parent, and in accordance with the laws of the States in which such
children for the time being have their domicile, sell said land for the benefit of said infants, but for no other purpose;

http://americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/2544197sid=254419&cid=0&view=print Page 1 of 2
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FREDERICK JACKSON TURNER

rrom The Frontier in American History (1893)

More than any other scholar, historian Frederick Jackson Turner influenced Ameri-
can attitudes toward the role of the West in shaping American values and institu-
tions. Born in Portage, Wisconsin, in 1861, he taught at the University of Wisconsin
from 1889 until 1910, when he joined Harvard’s faculty, In 1893 he outlined his
“frontier thesis” to the American Historical Society. Turner claimed that the process
of western settlement was the defining characteristic of American society. Yet he con-
duded that at the end of the nineteenth century the frontier era had ended, and he -
worried that its beneficial effects would be lost to future generations of Americans.
His frontier thesis was widely accepted. Today, however, historians criticize him for
ignoring the role of women, evading the maral issues associated with the exploita-
tion of the Native Americans, and asserting a simplistic connection between geogra-
phy and political ideology.

From Frederick Jackson Turner, The Frontier in Aterican History (New York: Holt, Rinehart
& Winston, 1920), pp. 1-4, 22-23, 29-31, 32, 37-38.

52 CHAPTER 19 NEW FRONTIERS: SOUTH AND WEST

v

3. Turner equated the frontier with the Amerij
character. Does his set of national characte

REviEw QUESTHONS tics accurately describe Americans today? &
) 4. In suggesting that the frontier was ultimat
1. What do you think Tumer meant by the term synonymous with a “new field of opportunity
“Americanization”? what did Turner imply about other living
2. giidcordi?g t:tgzﬂe;nﬁgiath?;c;i Ezpzit environments in nineteenth-century Americai
western - life? i
lantic coast? é
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50 CHAPTER |9 NEW FRONTIERS: SOUTH AND WEST N

B n a recent bulletin*of the " Sdpérintendent of
the Census for 1890 appear these significant
4 words: “Up to and including 1880 the country
had a frontier of settlement, but at present the
unsettled area has been so broken into by isolated
bodies of settlement that there can hardly be said
to be a frontier line. In the discussion of its extent,
its westward movement, etc., it can not, therefore,
any longer have a place in census reports.” This
brief official statement marks the closing of a great
historic movement. Up to our own day American
history has been in a large degree the history of
the colonization of the Great West. The existence
of an area of free land, its continuous recession,
and the advance of American settlement westward
explain American development.

Behind institutions, behind constitutional
forms and modifications, lie the vital forces that
call these organs into life and shape them to meet
changing conditions. The peculiarity of American
institutions is the fact that they have been com-
pelled to adapt themselves to the changes of an
expanding people—to the changes involved in
crossing a continent, in winning a wilderness, and
in developing at each area of this progress out of
the primitive economic and political conditions of
the frontier into the complexity of city life. Said
Calhoun’ in 1817, “we are great, and rapidly—I
was about to say fearfully—growing!” So saying,
he touched the distinguishing feature of American
life.

* * *

In the case of most nations, however, the devel-
opment has occurred in a limited area; and if the
nation has expanded, it has met other growing
peoples whom it has conquered. But in the case
of the United States we have a different phenom-
enon, Limiting our attention to the Atlantic coast,
we have the familiar phenomenon of the evolution
of institutions -in 2 limited area, such as the rise
of representative government; the differentia-
tion of simple colonial governments into complex
organs; the progress from primitive industrial so-

! John C. Calhoun (1782-1850).

ciety, without division of labor, up to manufac.’
turing civilization. But we have in addition to this!
a recurrence of the process of evolution in each:
western area reached in the process of expansipn, |
Thus American development has exhibited’ not |
merely advance along a single line, but a returg to |
primitive conditions on a continually advanﬁng!
frontier line, and a new development for that agea. |

American social development has been contin- !
ually beginning over again on the frontier. This
perennial rebirth, this fluidity of American life,
this expansion westward with its new opportuni-
ties, its continuous touch with the simplicity of
primitive’ society, furnish the forces dominating
American character. The true point of view in the
history of this nation is not the Atlantic coast, it
is the Great West. . . .

In this advance, the frontier is the outer edge
of the wave—the meeting point between savagery
and civilization. . . . The most significant thing
about the American frontier is, that it lies at the
hither edge of free land.

* * %

In the settlement of America we have to observe
how European life entered the continent, and how
America modified and developed that life and re-
acted on Europe. Our early history is the study of
European germs developing in an American en-
vironment. . . . The frontier is the line of most
rapid and effective Americanization. The wilder-
ness masters the colonist. It finds him a European
in dress, industries, tools, modes of travel, and
thought. It takes him from the railroad car and
puts him in the birch canoe. It strips off the gar-
ments of civilization and arrays him in the hunt-
ing shirt and the moccasin. It puts him in the log
cabin of the Cherokee and Iroquois and runs an
Indian palisade around him. Before long he has
gone to planting Indian corn and plowing with a
sharp stick; he shouts the war cry and takes the
scalp in orthodox Indian fashion. In short, at the
frontier the environment is at first too strong for
the man. He must accept the conditions which it
furnishes, or perish, and so he fits himself into the
Indian clearings and follows the Indian trails. Lit-

_13_‘




FREDERICK JACKSON TURNER: srom The Frontier in American History (1893)

tle by little he transforms the wilderness, but the
outcome is not the old Euarope. . . .

The fact is, that here is a new product that is
American. At first, the fronter was the Atlantic
coast. It was the frontier of Europe in a very real
sense. Moving westward the frontier becomes
more and more American. . . . Thus the advance
of the frontier has meant a steady movement away

from the influence of Europe, a steady growth of

independence on American lines. And to stady
this advance, the men who grew up under these
conditions, and the political, economic, and social
results of it, is to study the really American part
of our history.

* * *

First, we note that the frontier promoted the for-
mation of a composite nationality for the Ameri-
can people. The coast was preponderantly English,
but the later tides of continental immigration
flowed across to the free lands. . . . In the crucible
of the frontier the immigrants were Americanized,
liberated, and fused into a mixed race, English in
neither nationality nor characteristics. The process
has gone on from the early days to our own. . . .
But the most important effect of the frontier
has been in the promotion of democracy here and
in Burope. As has been indicated, the frontier is
productive of individualism. Complex society is
precipitated by the wilderness into a kind of
Primitive organization based on the family. The
tendency is anti-social. It produces antipathy to
control, and particularly to any direct control.

The frontier States that came into the Union -

in the first quarter of a century of its existence
came in with democratic suffrage provisions, and
had reactive effects of the highest importance
tpon the older States whose peoples were being
attracted there. An extension of the franchise be-
Came essential. | . .

) But the democracy born of free land, strong
m'St?lﬁshness and individualism, intolerant of ad-
_mlm‘Strative experience and education, and press-
1§ Individual liberty beyond its proper bounds,
135 1ts dangers as well as its benefits. Individualism
I America has allowed a laxity in regard to gov-
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ernmental affairs which has rendered possible the
spoils system and all the manifest evils that follow
from a highly developed civil spirit. . . .

The works of travelers along each frontier
from colonial days onward describe certain com-
mon traits, and these traits have, while softening
down, still persisted as survivals in the place of
their origin, even when a higher social organiza-
tion succeeded. The result is that to the frontier
the American intellect owes its striking character-
istics. The coarseness and strength combined with
acuteness and inquisitiveness; that practical, in-
ventive turn of mind, quick to find expedients;
that masterful grasp of material things, lacking in
the artistic but powerful to effect great ends; that
restless nervous energy; that dominant individu-
alism, working for good and for evil, and withal
that buoyancy and exuberance which comes with
freedom—these are traits of the frontier, or traits
called out elsewhere because of the existence of the
frontier.

Since the days when the fleet of Columbus
sailed into the waters of the New World, America
has been another name for opportunity, and the
people of the United States have taken their tone
from the incessant expansion which has not only
been open but has even been forced upon them.
He would be a rash prophet who should assert
that the expansive character of American life has
now entirely ceased. Movement has been its dom-
inant fact, and, unless this training has no effect
upon a people, the American energy will contin-
ually demand a wider field for its exercise. . . . yet,
in spite of environment, and in spite of custom,
each frontier did indeed furnish a new field of
opportunity. . . . And now, four centuries from
the discovery of America, at the end of a hundred
vears of life under the Constitution, the frontier
has goné, and with its going has closed the first
period of American history.
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I Hated Tonto (Still Do)

Commentary: Sherman Alexie recalls growing up with stereotype movie Indians--and loving them, wanting to be them. (Well, most of
them.)

June 28, 1998 | Sherman Alexie

I was a little Spokane Indian boy who read every book and saw every movie about Indians, no matter how terrible.
I'd read those historical romance novels about the steroidal Indian warrior ravaging the virginal white schoolteacher.
I can still see the cover art.

The handsome, blue-eyed warrior (the Indians in romance novels are always blue-eyed because half-breeds are somehow sexier than
full-blooded Indians) would be nuzzling (the Indians in romance novels are always performing acts that are described in animalistic
terms) the impossibly pale neck of a white woman as she reared her head back in primitive ecstasy (the Indians in romance novels
always inspire white women to commit acts of primitive ecstasy).

Of course, after reading such novels, I imagined myself to be a blue-eyed warrior nuzzling the necks of various random, primitive and
ecstatic white women.

And I just as often imagined myself to be a cinematic Indian, splattered with Day-Glo Hollywood war paint as I rode off into yet another
battle against the latest actor to portray Gen. George Armstrong Custer.

But I never, not once, imagined myself to be Tonto.

I hated Tonto then and I hate him now.

However, despite my hatred of Tonto, I loved movies about Indians, loved them beyond all reasoning and saw no fault with any of them.
I loved John Ford's "The Searchers." |

I rooted for John Wayne as he searched for his niece for years and years. I rooted for John Wayne even though I knew he was going to
kill his niece because she had been "soiled" by the Indians. Hell, I rooted for John Wayne because I understood why he wanted to kill his
niece. I hated those savage Indians just as much as John Wayne did.

I mean, jeez, they had kidnapped Natalie Wood, transcendent white beauty who certainly didn't deserve to be nuzzled, nibbled, or nipped
by some Indian warrior, especially an Indian warrior who only spoke in monosyllables and whose every movement was accompanied by
ominous music.

*

In the movies, Indians are always accompanied by ominous music. And I've seen so many Indian movies that I feel like I'm constantly
accompanied by ominous music. I always feel that something bad is about to happen.

I am always aware of how my whole life is shaped by my hatred of Tonto. Whenever I think of Tonto, I hear ominous music.

I walk into shopping malls or family restaurants, as the ominous music drops a few octaves, and imagine that I am Billy Jack, the half-
breed Indian and Vietnam vet turned flower-power pacifist (now there's a combination) who loses his temper now and again, takes off
his shoes (while his opponents patiently wait for him to do so), and then kicks the red out of the necks of a few dozen racist white extras.

You have to remember Billy Jack, right?
Every Indian remembers Billy Jack. I mean, back in the day, Indians worshiped Billy Jack.

Whenever a new Billy Jack movie opened in Spokane, my entire tribe would climb into two or three vans like so many circus clowns and
drive to the East Trent Drive-In for a long evening of greasy popcorn, flat soda pop, fossilized licorice rope and interracial violence.

We Indians cheered as Billy Jack fought for us, for every single Indian.

http://articles.latimes.com/prlnt/1998/jun/28/entertalnment/ca—642 16 page 1 of 3
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Of course, we conveniently ignored the fact that Tom Laughlin, the actor who played Billy Jack, was definitely not Indian.

After all, such luminary white actors as Charles Bronson, Chuck Connors, Burt Reynolds, Burt Lancaster, Sal Mineo, Anthony Quinn and
Charlton Heston had already portrayed Indians, so who were we to argue?

I mean, Tom Laughlin did have a nice tan and he spoke in monosyllables and wore cowboy boots and a jean jacket just like Indians. And
he did have a Cherokee grandmother or grandfather or butcher, so he was Indian by proximity, and that was good enough in 1972, when
disco music was about to rear its ugly head and bell-bottom pants were just beginning to change the shape of our legs.

When it came to the movies, Indians had learned to be happy with less.

We didn't mind that cinematic Indians never had jobs.

We didn't mind that cinematic Indians were deadly serious.

We didn't mind that cinematic Indians were rarely played by Indian actors.

We made up excuses.

"Well, that Tom Laughlin may not be Indian, but he sure should be."

"Well, that movie wasn't so good, but Sal Mineo looked sort of like Uncle Stubby when he was still living out on the reservation.”
"Well, T hear Burt Reynolds is a little bit Cherokee. Look at his cheekbones. He's got them Indian cheekbones."
"Well, it's better than nothing."

Yes, that became our battle cry.

"Sometimes, it's a good day to die. Sometimes, it's better than nothing."

We Indians became so numb to the possibility of dissent, so accepting of our own lowered expectations, that we canonized a film like
"Powwow Highway." '

When it was first released, I loved "Powwow Highway." I cried when I first saw it in the theater, then cried again when I stayed and
watched it again a second time.

I mean, I loved that movie. I memorized whole passages of dialogue. But recently, I watched the film for the first time in many years and
cringed in shame and embarrassment with every stereotypical scene.

I cringed when Philbert Bono climbed to the top of a sacred mountain and left a Hershey chocolate bar as an offering.
I cringed when Philbert and Buddy Red Bow waded into a stream and sang Indian songs to the moon.
I cringed when Buddy had a vision of himself as an Indian warrior throwing a tomahawk through the window of a police cruiser.

I mean, I don't know a single Indian who would leave a chocolate bar as an offering. I don't know any Indians who have ever climbed to
the top of any mountain. I don't know any Indians who wade into streams and sing to the moon. I don't know of any Indians who
imagine themselves to be Indian warriors.

*
Wait.
I was wrong, I know of at least one Indian boy who always imagined himself to be a cinematic Indian warrior.
" Me,
I watched the movies and saw the kind of Indian I was supposed to be,
A cinematic Indian is supposed to climb mountains.

I am afraid of heights.

http://articles.latimes.com/print/1998/jun/28/entertainment/ca—642 16 Page 2 of 3
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A cinematic Indian is supposed to wade into streams and sing songs.

I don't know how to swim.

A cinematic Indian is supposed to be a warrior.

I haven't been in a fistfight since sixth grade and she beat the crap out of me.

I mean, I knew I could never be as brave, as strong, as wise, as visionary, as white as the Indians in the movies.

I was just one little Indian boy who hated Tonto because Tonto was the only cinematic Indian who looked like me.

*

Sherman Alexie is the author of "The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven," the screenwriter of "Smoke Signals," and the recent
winner of the 17th Taos Poetry Circus.
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152 ~ CHAPTER SEVEN

) A — ““’Tnd“‘iharifiyvery*bad=f®~r=ﬁher»&=§oJNCqmustfmake. peace,.and Lwill see that nobody
at nobody. . .

is hurt by the soldiers.”
- The people agreed to this, for it was true. So we broke camp next day and wen

down from the O-ona-gazhee to Pine Ridge, and many, many Lakotas were.
already there. Also, there were many, many soldiers. They stood in two lines with

their guns held in front of them as we went through to where we camped.
And so it was all over.

1 did not know then how much was ended. When I look back now from this-
high hill of my old age, I can still see the butchered women and children lying

heaped and scattered all along the crooked gulch as plain as when I saw them with

eyes still young. And I can see that something else died there in the bloody mu‘d’ :
and was buried in the blizzard. A people’s dream died there. It was a beautiful

dream.

And I, to whom so great a vision was given in my youth,—you see me now a
pitiful old man who has done nothing, for the nation’s hoop is broken and scat-
tered. There is no center any longer, and the sacred tree is dead.
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considerations and principles which en;er’fggo them belong
to the unchangeable, or unchangi‘pg'f orgér of things, re-
. .naining the same, in cause aq'd/effect‘,/from age to age.
They belong, as it were, to the Order,6f Nature, of whose

to found, support, and increase, as well in peace as in war,
the sea power af-g country.” In the matter of particular
battles, whil€ freely admitting that the change of details
has madé obsolete much of their teaching, the attempt will

stability 'so fiich 15 Heard it our dayy Whiereas tactics, using

as its instruments the weapons made by man, shares in the
A ¢ .

change and progress.of the race ffom generation to genera-

tion. From time totime the suﬁérstructure of tactics has to/

be altered or W_h”‘c';lly torn down; but the old foundations.¢f

strategy so faf remain, as ﬁﬁough laid upon a rock. There

will next be examined tb’é general history of Eupdpe and

America, with particulat reference to the effeef exercised

upon that history, ar{" upon the welfare of the people, by
sea power in its broad sense. From time 0 time, as occa-
sion offers, the aim’ will be to recall and/rt

“eral teaching, algéady elicited, by /particular illustrati(?én .
The general tengr of the study will theréfore be strategital,
in that broad définition of naval strategy which has before
been quoted fand accepted:/f}‘Naval strategy has for/its end

e

einforce the ger;]/

be yade to peint out where the application or neglect of
//t'f/ue general/principles has produced decisive effects; and,
" other things being equal, those actions will be preferred
which, from their association with the names of the most
distinéuishcd officers, may be presumed to show how far
ju ¢tactical ideas obtained ina parti%yaﬁir a particu-
ldr service. It will also be desirabley”where ahalogies be-
/ tween ancient and modern wegp®ns appear {h the surface,
to derive such probable l/e;sés as they offer, without lay-
/ ing undue stress upon th€ points of resegfblance. Finally, it
must be remembered/t/hat, among a%hanges, the nature
of man remaing-fuch the same; the personal equation,
though uncegtdin in quantity and ({uality in the particular
instance, isélie always to be fou,ﬁ/d.

/

Questions

e this country’s geographic isol
trength and a weakness?
In general, what is Mahan’s view of history?

¢how could an enemy crippl¢ American trade and com-

ttion from other powerful nations

/

21-2  America in the World’s Future (1886)

Josiah Strong The interests of the Reverend Josiah Strong ranged from the cities (see Document 19-3)
to foreign policy. In this excerpt from Owur Country, Strong blends religion with a sense
of Anglo-Saxon superiority to portray America’s coming greatness. Like other ob-
servers of his time, Strong invoked Social Darwinism. He was not alone in arguing that
nations, too, evolve through a process of natural selection. Others making that case in-

cluded Brooks Adams and John Fiske (see text p. 680).

Source: Josiah Strong, Our Country (1886; reprint, ed. Jurgen Herbst, Cambridge, Mass.: Har-
vard University Press, 1963), 210, 212-216.

Mr. Darwin is not only disposed to see, in the superior
vigor of our people, an illustration of his favorite theory of
natural selection, but even intimates that the world’s his-
tory thus far has been simply preparatory for our future,
and tributary to it. He says: “There is apparently much
truth in the belief that the wonderful progress of the
Jnited States, as well as the character of the people, are the
 results of natural selection; for the most energetic, restless,
and courageous men from all parts of Europe have emi-

grated during the last ten or twelve generations to that
great country, and have there succeeded best. Looking at
the distant future, I do not think that the Rev. Mr. Zincke
takes an exaggerated view when he says: ‘All other series
of events—as that which resulted in the culture of mind in
Greece, and that which resulted in the Empire of Rome—
only appear to have purpose and value when viewed in
connection with, or rather as subsidiary to, the great
stream of Anglo-Saxon emigration to the West.’” ,

-2 8-
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161

Again, another marked characteristic of the Anglo-
Saxon is what may be called an instinct or genius for colo-

" nizing. His unequaled energy, his indomitable persever-
ance, and his personal independence, made him a pioneer.

worlds. The unoccupied arable lands of the earth are lim-
ited, and will soon be taken, The time is coming when the

pressure of population on the means of subsistence will be
TL

felt here as it is now felt in Burope-and-Asia-Then-will the— ~ ———

mﬁHexcxc.els~3.H«c-thersfia‘piishin‘g' hisway iit6 Tiew countries.

It was those in whom this tendency was strongest that
came to America, and this inherited tendency has been fur-
ther developed by the westward sweep of successive gener-
ations across the continent. So noticeable has this charac-
teristic become that English visitors remark it. Charles
Dickens once said that the typical American would hesitate
to enter heaven unless assured that he could go farther
west,

Again, nothing more manifestly distinguished the
Anglo-Saxon than his intense and persistent energy, and he
is developing in the United States an energy which, in eager
activity and effectiveness, is peculiarly American.

This is due partly to the fact that Americans are much
berter fed than Europeans, and partly to the undeveloped
resources of a new country, but more largely to our cli-
mate, which acts as a constant stimulus. Ten years after the
landing of the Pilgrirs, the Rev. Francis Higginson, a good
observer, wrote: “A sup of New England air is better than
a whole flagon of English ale.” Thus early had the stimu-
lating effect of our climate been noted. Moreover, our so-
cial institutions are stimulating. In Europe the various
ranks of society are, like the strata of the earth, fixed and
Sssilized. There can be no great change without a terrible

. . pheaval, a social earthquake, Here society is like the wa-
ters of the sea, mobile . . . that which is at the bottom to-
day may one day flash on the crest of the highest wave.
Every one is free to become whatever he can make of him-
self; free to transform himself from a rail-splitter or a tan-
ner or a canal-boy, into the nation’s President. Our aristoc-
racy, unlike that of Europe, is open to all comers. Wealth,
position, influence, are prizes offered for energy; and every
farmer’s boy, every apprentice and clertk, every friendless
and penniless immigrant, is free to enter the list. Thus
maily causes co-operate to produce here the most forceful
and tremendous energy in the world,

What is the significance of such facts? These tenden-
cies infold the future; they are the mighty alphabet with
which God writes his prophecies, May we not, by a careful
laying together of the letters, spell out something of his
meaning? It seems to me that God, with infinite wisdom
and skill, is training the Anglo-Saxon race for an hour sure
to come in the world’s future. Heretofore there has always
been in the history of the world a comparatively unoccu-
pied land westward, into which the crowded countries of
the East have poured their surplus populations, But the
widening wéves of migration, which millenniums ago
rolled east and west from the valley of the Euphrates,!
meet to-day on our Pacific coast. There are no more new

Valley of the Eupbrates: Mesopotamia, between rhe Euphrates and
Tigris Rivers, was an area of ancient settlement,

world enter upon a new stage of its history—the final com-
petition of races, for which the Anglo-Saxon is being
schooled. Long before the thousand millions are here, the
mighty centrifugal tendency, inherent in this stock and
strengthened.in the United States, will assert itself. Then
the race of unequaled energy, with all the majesty of num-
bers and the might of wealth behind jt—the representative,
let us hope, of the largest liberty, the purest Christianity,
the highest civilization—having developed peculiarly ag-
gressive traits calculated to impress its institutions upon
mankind, will spread itself over the earth, If I read not
amiss, this powerful race will move down upon Mexico,
down upon Central and South America, out upon the is-
lands of the sea, over upon Africa and beyond. And can
any one doubt that the result of this competition of races
will be the “survival of the fittest”? “Any people,” says Dr.
Bushnell,2 “that is physiologically advanced in culture,
though it be only in a degree beyond another which is mig-
gled with it on strictly equal terms, is sure to live down and
finally live out its inferior. Nothing can save the inferior
race but a ready and pliant assimilation, Whether the fee-
bler and more abject races are going to be regenerated and
raised up, is already very much of a question. What if it
should be God’s plan to people the world with better and
finer material?

“Certain it is, whatever expectations we may indulge,
that there is a tremendous overbearing surge of power in
the Christian nations, which, if the others are not speedily
raised to some vastly higher capacity, will inevitably sub-
merge and bury them forever, These great populations of
Christendom—what are they doing, but throwing out
their colonies on every side, and populating themselves, if
I may so speak, into the possession of all countries and
climes?” To this result no war of extermination is needful;
the contest is not one of arms, but of vitality and of civi-
lization. “At the present day,” says Mr. Darwin, “civilized
nations are everywhere supplanting barbarous nations,
excépting where the climate opposes a deadly barrier; and
they succeed mainly, though not exclusively, through their
arts, which are the products of the intellect.” Thus the
Finns were supplanted by the Aryan races in Europe and
Asia, the Tartars by the Russians, and thus the aborigines
of North America, Australia and New Zealand are now
disappearing before the all-conquering Anglo-Saxons. It
seems as if these inferior tribes were only precursors of a
superior race, voices in the wilderness crying: “Prepare ye
the way of the Lord!” The savage is a hunter; by the in-
coming of civilization the game is driven away and disap-
pears before the hunter becomes a herder or an agricul-

2Dr. Horace Bushnell (1802-1876) was a Congregational minister
and theologian.
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turist. The savage is ignorant of many diseases of civiliza-
tion which, when he is exposed to them, attack him be-
fore he learns how to treat them. Civilization also has its
vices, of which the uninitiated savage is innocent. He

tion of the dark problem of heathenism among many infe-
rior peoples.

Some of the stronger races, doubtless, may be able to
preserve their integrity; but, in order to compete with the

g

- proves an apt iearner of vice, but duli enough in the
school of morals.

Every civilization has its destructive and preservative
elements. The Anglo-Saxon race would speedily decay but
for the salt of Christianity. Bring savages into contact with
our civilization, and its destructive forces become opera-
tive at once, while years are necessary to render effective
the saving influences of Christian instruction. Moreover,
the pioneer wave of our civilization carries with it more
scum than salt. Where there is one missionary, there are
hundreds of miners or traders or adventurers ready to de-
bauch the native.

Whether the extinction of inferior races before the ad-
vancing Anglo-Saxon seems to the reader sad or other-
wise, it certainly appears probable. I know of nothing ex-
cept climatic conditions to prevent this race from
populating Africa as it has peopled North America. And
those portions of Africa which are unfavorable to Anglo-
Saxon life are less extensive than was once supposed. The
Dutch Boers, after two centuries of life there, are as hardy
as any race on.earth. The Anglo-Saxon has established
himself in climates totally diverse—Canada, South Africa,
and India—and, through several generations, has pre-

erved his essential race characteristics. He is not, of
-course, superior to climatic influences; but even in warm
climates, he is likely to retain his aggressive vigor long
enough to supplant races already enfeebled. Thus, in what
Dr. Bushnell calls “the out-populating power of the Chris-
tian stock,” may be found God’s final and complete solu-

Anglo-Saxon, they will probably be forced to adopt his
methods and instruments, his civilization and his religion.
Significant movements are now in progress among them.
While the Christian religion was never more vital, or its
hold upon the Anglo-Saxon mind stronger, there is taking
place among the nations a widespread intellectual revolt
against traditional beliefs. “In every corner of the world,”
says Mr. Froude,3 “there is the same phenomenon of the
decay of established religions. . . . Among the Moham-
medans, Jews, Buddhists, Brahmins, traditionary creeds
are losing their hold. An intellectual revolution is sweep-
ing over the world, breaking down established opinions,
dissolving foundations on which historical faiths have
been built up.” The contact of Christian with heathen na-
tions is awakening the latter to new life. Old superstitions
are loosening their grasp. The dead crust of fossil faiths is
being shattered by the movements of life underneath. In
Catholic countries, Catholicism is losing its influence over
educated minds, and in some cases the masses have al-
ready lost all faith in it. Thus, while on this continent God
is training the Anglo-Saxon race for its mission, a comple-
mental work has been in progress in the great world be-
yond. God has two hands. Not only is he preparing in our
civilization the die with which to stamp the nations, but,
by what Southey# called the “timing of Providence,” he is
preparing mankind to receive our impress.

3James A. Froude (1818-1894) was an English historian.
“Robert Southey (1774-1843) was an English author.

Questions

1. How would you characterize Strong’s version of Social Darwinism?
2. What kind of Christianity is he talking about?
*3. What does Strong predict about the fate of peoples that encounter the United

States as it expands?
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Nationalism Fuels

Pursuit of Empire

In the late pineteenth century, patriotic
songs by composers stich as John
Philip Sousa reinforced Arnericans’
widespread belief in the national
superiority of the United States, #ow
did nationalism contribute to the rise
of American imperialism?

All

TR

O A

. Q;{\ QU‘-\GQ‘ erialists Believe in National Superiority Imperialists arounq the

.used ideas of racial, national, and cultural superiority to justify imperjy,

_« One of these ideas was Social Darwinisim, the beliefthat life consists of oy,
. petitive struggles in which only the fittest su';vive; Sacial D_arvﬁnists felt ‘thét
certain nations and races were superior to others and thevefore were desting
to rule over inferior peoples arid culturés. Prominent Americans worried thaty |

~the Unitéd States remained isolated while Buropean nations gobbled up y,
rest of the world, America would not survive. .

One reason that these Americans embraced Social Darwinism was that thoy
had long believed that Giod had granted them the right and responsihility tg Set.
tle the frontier. They spoke of America’s “Manifest Destiny” to expand all th,
way to the Pacific Ocean. In a hest-selling work titled Our Country, dosigy
Strong picked up on this themie. A religious missionary, Strong argued ﬂiﬁt
Americans had aresponsibility to spread their Western values. “God is training
the Anglo-Saxon race,” he asserted, “for its mission [to civilize] weaker races?
American missionaries who shared Strdng’s belief journeyed to foreign landst,
gain converts to Christianity.

In “The Significance of the American Frontier,” historian Frederick J. Turner
noted that the frontier had been closed by gradual settlement in the nineteenth
century. Throughout American history, he continued, the frontier had tradition-
ally supplied an arena where ambitious Americans could pursue their fortunes
and sectire a fresh start. It had thus served as a “safety valve,” siphoning of
potential discontent. Now that America had spanned the continent, advocates of
Turner’s thesis urged overseas expansion as a way to keep the “safety valve” open
and avoid internal conflict.

&4 Checkpoint What factors influenced Americans to play a more active
role in the world?

America’s First Steps Toward World Power

Beginning in the mid-1800s, with little fanfare, America focused more and
more on expanding its trade and acquiring new territories. One of America’s
first moves toward world power came before the Civil War.

U.S. Power Grows in the Pacific In 1853, Commodore Matthew Pery
sailed a fleet of American warships into present-day Tokyo Bay, Japan, Prior
to Perry’s arrival, Japan had denied the rest of the world access to its ports.
In fact, because most Japanese people had never seen steamships before,
they thought Perry’s fleet were “giant dragons puffing smoke.” Perry cleverly
won the Japanese emperor’s favor by showering him with lavish gifts. Japa-
nese leaders also realized that by closing off their nation to the outside
world, they had fallen behind in military technology. Within a year, Perry
negotiated a treaty that opened Japan to trade with America.

Perry’s journey set a precedent for further expansion across the

i Quicl Study Pacific Ocean. In 1867, the United States took possession of the

t!nut'r_lllsts ;iszant mwmaterials for |  Midway Islands. Treaties in 1875 and 1887 increased trade with
fritdustries in their home countries, the Hawajian Islands and gave the United States the right to

¢ Entreprenaurs want to sell their goods build a naval base at Pearl Harbor.

-and invest in new overseas markets, ’

Militarism Colonial powers seek bases for naval forces
* | that protect their global trade nefworks..

e PO,

Nationalism | Iiperialists feel 3 moral duty-to spread their

and Socfal cultuie to péoples they eqnsider infarior,
Darwinism
An Emerging World Power




Rudyard Kipling, The White Man's Burden (1899)-
Born in British India in 1865, Rudyard Kipling was educated in England before returning to India in 1882,
where his father was a museum director and authority on Indian arts and crafis. Thus Kipling was

e e e =yhiyong hly iriiersed in Indiar 'cuituré."by*1‘890'he"had‘publisked‘in’English"abo‘ut‘SO‘stbri‘es‘unzl'ball'adr"‘ e

previously unknown outside India. As a result of financial misfortune, from I 892-96 he. and his wife, the
daughter of an American publisher, lived in Vermont, where he wrote the two ] ungle Books. After
returning to England, he published "The White Man's Burden" in 1899, an appeal to the United States to
assume the task of developing the Philippines, recently won'in the Spanish-American War. As a writer,
Kipling perhaps lived 100 long: by the time of his death in 1936, he had come to be reviled as the poet of
British imperialism, though being regarded as a beloved children's book author. Today he might yet gain

appreciation as a transmitter of Indian culture to the West.

What is it today's reader finds so repugnant about Kipling's poem? If you were a
citizen of a colonized territory, how would you respond to Kipling?

Take up the White Man's burden--
Send forth the best ye breed--

Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need,

To wait in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild--

Y our new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden-—
In patience to abide,

To veil the threat of terror

And check the show of pride;

By open speech and simple,

An hundred times made plain

To seek another's profit,

And work another's gain.

Take up the White Man's burden--
The savage wars of peace--

Fill full the mouth of Famine

And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest
The end for others sought,

Watch sloth and heathen Folly
Bring all your hopes to nought.

Take up the White Man's burden--
No tawdry rule of kings,

But toil of serf and sweeper--
The tale of common things.

(1) Cloak, cover.

(2) Since the days of Classical Greece, a laure] wreath has been a symbolic victory prize.

The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,
Go mark them with your living,
And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man's burden--
And reap his old reward:

The blame of those ye better,

The hate of those ye guard--

The cry of hosts ye humour

(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:--
"Why brought he us from bondage,
Our loved Egyptian night?"

Take up the White Man's burden--
Ye dare not stoop to less--

Nor call too loud on Freedom

To cloke (1) your weariness;

By all ye cry or whisper,

By all ye leave or do,

The silent, sullen peoples

-Shall weigh your gods and you,

Take up the White Man's burden--
Have done with childish days--

The lightly proferred laurel, (2)

The easy, ungrudged praise.

Comes now, to search your manhood
Through all the thankless years
Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,
The judgment of your peers!

Response paper due Friday. Also you must answer the questions above in bold.
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3. McKinley Submits a War Message (1898)°

Despite the belated concessions of Spain, MeKinley seat his war message to
Congress on April 11, 1898. His nerves were giving way under the constant clamor
for war; his heart went out to the misiteated Cubans. (He had anonymously con-
tribufed $5000 for their relief,) He r1ealized that Spain’s offer of an ammistice, at
the discretion of her commander, did not guarantee peace. The rebels had to agree
on terms; and Spain had shown a talent for breuking promises and protracting nego-
o . — time - —tiations,-Further delay-would only-worsen-the- temible-conditionss Among “the reasons ™
i that McKinley here gives Congress for intervention, which ones are the soundest and
which the weakest? Was there danger in intervening for humanitaran reasons?

The grounds for such intervention may be briefly summarized as follows:
First. In the cause of hurhanity and to put an end to the barbarities,
bloodshed, starvation, and horrible miseries now: existing there, and which-
the parties to the conflict-aré ¢ither unable or unwilling to stop or mitigate.
It is no answer to say this is all in another country, belonging to another
nation, and is thetefore none of our business. Tt is specially our duty, for
it is right at our door, . o
Second. We owe it to our citizens in Cuba to afford them that protection
and indemnity for Life and property which no government there can or
will afford, and to that end to terminate the conditions that deprive them
of legal protection. ) . ‘
Third. The right to intervene may be justified by the very serious injury
to the commerce, trade, and business of our people and by the wanton
destruction of property and devastation of the island. :
Fourth, and which is of the utmost importance. The present condition-
of affairs in Cuba is a constant menace to our peace; and entails upon this™  »
government an enorrmous expense. With such a conflict waged for years in.
an island so near us dnd with which our people have such trade and’
business. relations; when-the lives and liberty of our citizens are in constant
danger and their property destroyed and themselves ruined; where our
| trading vessels are liable to seizure and are seized at our very door by
‘ warships of a fof&ign nation; the expeditions of libustering [freebooting]
that we’are powerless to prevent altogether, and the irritating questions
and entanglements thus arising—all these and others-that I need not men-
tion, with the resulting strained relations, are a constant nefacs 6 our
] peace and compel us io keep on a semi-war footing with a nation with
.- — which we are at peace. -

These elements of danger and disorder already pointed out have been
strikingly illustrated by a tragic event which has deeply and justly moved
the American people. I have already transmitted to Congress the report of
the Naval Court of Inquiry on the destruction of the battleship Maine in
the harbor of Havana during the night of the 15th of February. The destruc-
tion of that noble vessel has filled the national heart with inexpressible
horror, Twe hundred agd fifty-eight brave sailors and marines and two
officers of our Navy, reposing in the fancied security of a friendly harbor,
have been hurled to death, [and] gtief and want brought to their homes
and sarrow o the nation. '

The Naval Court of Inquiry, which, it is needless to say, commands the
unqualified confidence of the governmoent, was unanimous in its conclision
that th.e destruction of the Maine was cansed hy an exterior explosion—thal

.
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Cof a submarine mine.® 1t did not assume to place the responsibility, That
remainsto e fixedoo .
In any event, the déstruction of the Maine, by whatever exterior cause,
is a patent and impressive proof of a state of thigs in Cuba that is intoler-
—-~-ahlesThat-condition s thus shown to be-such- that the Spanish- government -~ -
cannot assure safety and security to a vessel of the American: Navy in the
harbor of Havana on a mission of peace, and rightfully there. , , .

[McKinley here refers to the offer by the Spanish minister to arbitrate the
Maine, and simply adds, “To this I have made no reply.”]

~——Thelorig trial has proved that the object for which Spain bas waged the
war cannot be attained, The fre of insurrection may flame or may smolder
with varying seasons; but it has’ not-beenand-itisplain—that-it-canmot-be;—
extinguished by present methods. The only hope of relief and repose from

a condition which can no longer be endured is the enforced pacification of
Cuba. In the name of humanity, in the name of civilization, in behalf of
endangered American interests which give us the right and the duty to
speak and to act, thewar in Cuba must stop. ... .

The issue is now with the Congress. It_is a solemn responsibility. 1 have
exhausted every effort to relieve the intolerable condition of affairs which
is at our doors. Prepared to execute every obligation imposed upon me by
the Constitution and the law, I await your action.

Yesterdar, and since the preparation of the foregoing message, officialy -
information was received by me that the latest decree of the Queen Regént
of Spain directs General Blanco, in order to prepare and facilitate peace,
to proclaim a suspension of hostilities, the duration and details of which
have not yet beén communicated to me.

This fact, with every other pertinent consideration, will, I am sure, have
your just and careful attention in the solemn deliberations upon which you -
are about-to enter. If this measure attains a successful result, then our
aspirations as a Christian, peace-Joving people will be realized. If it fails,
it will be only another justification for our contemplated action.

-

s -

® Assuming that the outside-explosion theory is correct—and it has been seriously chnil¢ngcd
—the Maine might have been blown up by Cuban insurgents secking to involve the United

States in the war. .
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1. Mcmn!ey Prays tor LGuidance (1898) co

What to do thh the conqncred P}ubppmcs? At first McKinley considered takmg .
anly a faothold at Manila, on the main island of Luzon. But this would be rendezed .
militarily untenable if the semaining islands should fall into the hands of 2n un-

. friendly power, possibly Germany. The decision then lay between all or nothing.
To hand back the islands to Spain was unthinkable, After fighting a war to free’.
Cuba from Spanish misrule, America could hardly retum the Filipinos, who.had
likewise tisen in revolt, to Spanish misule. To cut ther completely loose might

result in a mad scramble among the powers that would touch off a world war into~

w e e e co — wyhieh Afiiericd thight b drawn: MeKinley had to make thie decision’ while badly upset — " -

by the murder of his brother-inJaw at the hands of a betrayed woman, He later
told a group of fellow Methodists how he sought divine guidance, presumably late
in October, 1898. How sound is McKinley's rcasoning? Are there elements of racism
in his thinking?

When next I realized that the Philippines had dropped into our laps, I
confess I did not know what to do with them. I sought—counsel from all
sides—Democrats as' well as Republicans—but got little help. I thought first

-~ we would take only Manila; then Luzon; then other islands, perhaps also.

I walked the floor of the White House night after night until midnight;
and I am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that I went down on my
knees and prayed Almighty God for light and guidance more than one
night. And one night late it came to me this way—l dont know how it was,
but it came:

(1) That we could not give them back to Spain—that would be cowardly
and dishonorable;

(2) That we could not turn them over to France or Germany, our com-
mercial rivals in the Orient--that would be bad business and dis-
creditable; P

{(3) That We could not leave them to themselves—-they were unfit for
self-government, and they would soon have anarchy and misrule
worse-than-Spain’s-was; and R

(4) That there was nothing left for us to do but to take them all, and
to educate the Filipinos, and uplift and civilize and Christianize them
and by God’s grace do the very best we could by them, as our
fellow men, for whom Christ also dxed

—-And-then I went to bed and went to sleep, and slept soundly, and the—
next morning I sent for the chief engineer'of the War Department (our
map-maker), 2nd I told him to put the Philippines on the map of the United
States (pointing to a large map on the wall of his ofﬂce) and there they .. .

—areand there they will stay while I am President! ‘ T o

¥

L. This document is a report of an interview wilh McKinley ar the White House, Novcmbcr
21, 1899, written by one of the interviewers and confirmed by others present, Published in

——
——

William McKinley (1916), 11, 110-11,
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3 9 _IMPERIALISM VS. DEMOGRACY

from William Jennings Bryan, Speech at the Indianapolis Democratic Convention, August 8, 1900

Imperialism

The principal arguments . . [advanced by those

who enter upon a defense of imperialism are:

First—That we must improve the present op--
portunity to become a world power and enter
into international politics.

Second~That our commercial interests in the
Philippine Islands and in the Orient make it
necessary for us to hold the islands permanently.

Third—That the spread of the Christian re-
ligion will be facilitated by a colonial policy.

Fourth—That there i5 no honorable retreat
from the. position which the nation has taken.

The first argument is addrest to the nation’s

pride and the second to the nation’s pocket-
book. The third is intended for the church mem-

ber and the fourth for the partizan,

It is sufficient answer to- the first argument to
say that for more than a century this nation has
been a world power. For ten decades it has been
the most potent influence in the world. Not only
has it been a world power, but it has done more
to shape the politics of the human race than all
the other nations of the world combined. Because
our Declaration of Independence was promul-
gated others have been promulgated. Because the
patriots of 1776 fought for liberty others have
fought for it. Because our Constitution was
adopted other constitutions have been adopted.

The growth of the principle of self-government
planted on American soil, has been the over-
shadowing political fact of the nineteenth century.
It has made this nation conspieucus among the
nations and given it a place in history such as
no other nation has ever enjoyed. Nothing hay
bieen able to check ilie onward march of this idea,-
I am not willing that this nation shall cast aside
the omnipotent weapon of truth to seize again the
weapons of physical warfare. I would not ex-
change the glory of this Republic for the glory of
all the empires- that have risen and fallen since
time began.

er0 It is not necessary to own people in order to
trade with them. We carry on trade today with
every part of the world, and our commerce has
expanded more rapidly than the commerce of any
Eunropean’ empire,. We do not own Japan or China,
but we trade with their people: We have not ab-

"

<orme-« -—30rbed- the- republics-of-Gentral-and-South Amerjs —— —-——

ca but we trade with them. It has not been neces.
sary to have any political connection with Canadaq
or the nations of Europe in order to trade with

‘them, Trade cannot be permanently profitable

unless it is voluntary.

When trade is secured by force, -the cost of
securing it and retaining it must be taken out of
the profits, and the profits are never large enough

. to cover the expense. Such a system would never

be defended but for the fact that the expense is
borne by all the people, while the profits are
enjoyed by a few.

Imperialism would be profitable to the army
contractors; it would be profitable to the ship
owners, who would carry live soldiers to the Phil-
ippines and bring dead soldiers back; it would
be prefitable to those who would seize upon the
franchises, and it would be profitable to the
officials whase salaries would be fixt here and paid

over there; but to the farmér, to the laboring:

man and te the vast majority of those engaged
in other occupations it would bring expe'ndipffrc
without return and risk without reward.

Farmers and laboring men have, as a rule,

small incomes and under systems which place

the tax upon consumption pay much more than
their fair share of the expenses of government,
Thus the very people who receive least bencfit
from imperialism will be injured most by the mil-
jtary burdens which accompany it.

In addition to the evils which he and the farmer
share in common, the laboring man will be the
first to suffer if oriental subjects seek work in
the United States; the fitst to suffer if American
capital leaves our shores to employ oriental Iabor
in the Philippines to supply. the trade of China
and Japan; the first' to suffer from the violence
which the military spirit arouses and the first to
suffer when the methods of imperialism are ap-
plied to.our own Government. _ .

It is not strange, therefore, that the labor or-
ganizations have been quick to note the approach
of these dangers and prompt to protest against
both militarism and imperialism,

The pecuniary argument, the more effective
with certain classes, is not likely to be used so0
often or presented with 50 much entluiiosm 25
the religious argument. If what has been term
the. “gunpowder gospel” were urged agninst the
Filipinos only it would be a sufficient answer @
say that a majority of the Filipinos are now mem-
bers of one branch of the Christian church; b‘{t
the principle involved is one of much wider appi
cation and challenges serious consideration.
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.« If true Christianity consists in carrying out

in our daily lives the teachings of Christ, who
will say that we are commanded to civilize with
dvnamite and proselyte with the sword? He wha
would declare the divine will must prove his
authority either by Holy Writ or by evidence of a
special dispensation,

e o-o-Let it be known that our-missionaries arg« - ~—-im -

seeking souls instead of sovereigaty; let it bel
known that instead of being the advance guard of
conquering armies, they are going forth to help
and uplift, having their Joins girt about with truth
and their feet shod with the preparation of the
gospet of peace, wearing the breastplate of right-
eonsness and. -earrying ‘the sword of the spirit;
let it be knewn that they are citizens of a nation
which respects the rights of the citizens of other
nations as carefully as it protects the rights of
its own citizens, and the welcome given to our
missionaries will be more cordial than the wel-
come extended to the missionaries of any other
nation,

The argument made by some that it was un-
fortonate for the watian that it had anything to
do with the Philippine Islands, but that the naval
victory at Manila made the permanent acquisition
of those islands necessary, is also unsound. We
won a naval victory at Santiago, but that did not
compel us to hold Cuba.

. - = « For three-
quarters of 4 eentury the Monroe doetrine has
been a shield to neighboring republics and yet it
has imposed no pecuniary burden upon us. -After
‘the Filipinos. had aided vs in the war against
Spain, we could not honorably tirn thém over ta
their former masters; we could not leave them to
be the victims of the ambitious designs of Euro-
penn nations, and since we do not desire to make
them a part.of-us or to hold them as subjects, we
propose the only alternative, damely, to give them
independence and guard them against molesta-
tion from without.

When our epponents are unable to defend their
position by argument they fall back upon the as-
sertion that it is destiny, and insist that we must
submit to it, no matter how much it violates our
moral precépts and our principles of Fovernment.
This is a domplacent philosophy, It obliterates
the distiction between right -and wrong and
makes individuals and nations {be helpless vie-
tims of efreumstance.

Destiny is the subterfuge of (he invertehrate,
who, Iacking: the courage to oppose errar, sekks
some plausible excuse for supporting it. Wash-
ington said that the destiny of the republican
form of goverment was deeply, if not” fnally,
staked on the experiment entrusted to the Ameri~
can people, How different Washington's defini-
tion of destiny from the Republican definition!

The Republicans say that this pation fs in the

hands. of destiny; Washington believed that not
only the destiny of our own nation but the destiny
of the republican form of government throughout
the world was. entrusted to American hands. Tr-

measurable responsibilityl The destiny of this -

republic is in the hands of its own people, and
upon " the stccess of the experiment here rests

the hope of humanity. No extirior force can dis-
turb this republic; and no foréign mfluence shonld
be perrzitted to change its course. What the future
has in store for this nation no one has authority
to declare, but each individual has his own idea
of the nation’s mission, and he owes it to his
country as well as to himself to contribute as

~best-he may to-the fulBlment of that mission= =~ - T

+ <+ I can conceive of a national destiny sur-
passing the glories of the present and the past—
a destiny which meets the vesponsibilities of to-

day and measures up te the possibilittes gSE the
future. Behold a republic, restinig securely upon
the foundation stones quarried by revolutionacy

patriots from the mountain of eternal truth—a-

republic applying in practise and proclaiming to
the world the self-evident propositions that all
men are created equal; that they are endowed by
their- Creator with inalienable rights; that gov-
emments are instituted among men to secure
thess rights, and that governments darive their
just powers from the consent of the governed.
Behold a republic in which civil and religions
'liberty stimulate all to earnest endeavar and in
which the law réstrains every hand uplifted for a
neighbor’s injury~a republic in which every citi-
zen is a sovereign, but in which no one cares or
dares to wear a crown, Behold a republic standing
erect while empires all around dre box\jetcl‘;‘:];e,
neath the weight of their own armamentiy rg,
public whose flag is loved while other flags are
only feared, Behold a republic Increasing in pop-
ulation, in vealth, in strength and’ iy influence,
solving the problems of civilization and hasten-
ing the coming of an universal brotherhood-a
republic which shakes thrones and dissolves arls
tocracies by its silent example and gives Tight
and inspiration to those who sit in darkness, D
hold a republig gradually but surely becoming the
supreme moral fsclor in the world’s progress aid
the accepted arbiter of the world's disputés—g
republic whose history, ke the path of the just,
“is as the shining light that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.” .
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The Spanish Awerican War: Crucible of Bupire

Background: Roosevelt charging vp Keitle Hill, the Rough Riders and the sinking of 7he Maine-
these ave what wiany people cowmionly know aboui the United States” 1898 war with Spain,
What they way not remewmber is that this was the war that wioved the United States fo center
stage as a world power.

Watch the followlng excerpt and Take notes on the below prowmpts.

1. Clip One: The Cuban Rebellion
- Peseribe the backgrovnd the Cuban Rebellion.
- Why does the United States gef involved?

2. Clip Two: Velowe Letter ‘
Pescribe the contents of the Pelowe Letter.
How does the American public react?

Who is Hearsi? '

3, Clip Three: U.S. Prepares for War
Deseribe how prepared the United States was for War?
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4, Clip Four: The U.S. in the Philippivies
Pesoribe V.S, treatwent in the Philippines?
What was Taft’s mfe in the Philippines?

g. Clip Five: Epilogue
Was conquest of the Philippines a success? Explain,

What was the result of Cuba? Explain,

Inyour opinion, do you believe that the V.S, transition of bacowing an imperial power was
waorth it?7 Why? Explain.
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: The Platt Amendment, 1901 ,
The United States occupied Cuba for five years after 1898. In 1901 Secretary of War Elihu Root drafted a
set of articles (later known as the Platt Amendment) as guidelines for future United States-Cuban

-relations. Despite. considerable Cuban- resistances they: became-apart of the-1902-Cuban Constitution. In =~ * =~

following years the United States used the amendment several fiies {o sand troops to-maintain or place
friendly governments in power and to protect investments, The amendment was abrogated in 1934.

Whereas the Congress of the United States of Araerica, by an Act approved March 2,
1901, provided as follows:

I.-That the government of Cuba shall never enter into any treaty or other compact with
aiiy foreign power or powers which will impair or tend to impair the independence of
Cuba, nor in any manner authorize or permit any foreign power or powers to obtain by
colonization or for military or naval purposes or otherwise, lodgement in or control over
any portion of said island.

II. That said government shall not assunie or contract any public debt, to pay the interest
upon which, and to make reasonable sinking fund provision for the ultimate discharge of
which, the ordinary revenues of the island, after defraying the current expenses of
government shall be inadequate.

ITL That the government of Cuba consents that the United States may exercise the right
to intervene for the preservation of Cuban independence, the maintenance of a
government adequate for the protectxon of life, property, and individual liberty, and for
discharging the obligations with respect to Cuba imposed by the treaty of Paris on the
United States, now to be assumed and undertaken by the government of Cuba.

IV. That all Acts of the United States in Cuba during its military occupancy thereof are
ratified and validated, and all lawful rights acquired thereunder shall be maintained and
protected.

V. That the government of Cuba will execute, and as far as necessary extend, the plans
already devised or other plans to be mutually agreed upon, for the sanitation of the cities
of the island, to the end that a recurrence of epidemic and infectious diseases may be
prevented, thereby assuring protection to the people and commerce of Cuba, as well as to
the commerce of the southern ports of the United States and the people residing therein.
VII. That to enable the United States to maintain the independence of Cuba, and to
protect the people thereof, as well as for its own defense, the government of Cuba will
sell or lease to.the United States lands necessary for coaling or raval stations at certain
specified points to be agreed npon with the President of the United States."

VIII. That by way of further assurance the government of Cuba will embody the
foregoing provisions in a permanent treaty with the United States.

Source: "The Platt Amendment,” in Treaties and Other International Agreements of the United States of America, 1776-1949, vol, 8,
ed, C.I. Bevans (Washingten, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 197 1), pp. 1116-17,

-3f=-




4
T Gesgraphy interactive,
j}” A For: Interactive map =%
== Web Code: nep-0305

7B

Atlantic
Ovean

Pacific
Ocean

131

Felmnry 1898

sguux China USSALzmc'sunk o

1 Sen

Miller Projection
0 . 100 200mi
e

s 'M:inua' g - T

’1, il :rglm)”;l;‘ { 1 rey _ 0 100 200 km

S m C ;
] ;0;.1 00°kiri ' e 20°N

-H(UTI DOMIN“[ AN

= San Juant
5

==} Spanisti coloniss
= LLS: forces

== Spanish-forces :
j =thes LS. naval blockade |

‘rf(_gx__‘ % ;‘# LA, victacy

Map skills The Spams! -/\mencan War 2. Regions lden'tify the two different
was fought on twa fronts on opposite regions of the-world in which the
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¥ U5, farces
% .S, victory

sides of the world, The United States won war was fought,
a‘q““?k victory over 5pain. - 3, Draw Conclusions Why do you
1. Locate: (a) Havana, (b) Puerto Rica, think mare Americans died from

(c) Hong Kong, (d) the Philippiries sickness and disease than in battle?

ossession, the fighting had come to an end. Although almost 3,000 Americans — '
- died during the war, only around 380 died in combat. Disease, especially malaria | SouiCe Historical statistics of die Unlied States |

5

. and yellow fever, caused most of the deaths.

7_- & Checkpoint How did the Rough Riders and African American cavalry
: units contribute to the war effort?

“ Effects of the War

27 Secretary of State John Hay referred to the conflict with Spain as a “splendid
o, iftle war” because of the ease and thoroughness of America’s victory. Although
he war may have been “splendid,” it created a new dilemma for Americans:
What should the United States do with Spain’s former possessions?

_he Treaty of Paris Signed by Spain and the United States in December
,898 the Treaty of Paris officially ended the war. Spain gave up control of Cuba,
gumn Rico, and the Pacific island of Guam. It also sold the Philippines to the |

Q_mted States for $20 million.
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An Emerging World Power

Map Skills The United States repeatedly intervened in the .
affairs of its Latin American neighbors from the time of the
spanish-American War through the early 1900s. !

1. Locate: (a) Cuba, (b) Mexico, (¢) Veracruz, (d) Nicaragua, ‘
(e) Panama Canal Zone :

2. Place Why was Panama an ideal place for the construc-
tion of a canal?

3. Analyze Why was Cuba vital to U.S, operations in Central -
America and the Caribbean?

_ T e s g

< Wielding the Big Stick

With his update to the Monroe Doctrine, Roosevelt wanted only "to
see neighboring countries stable, orderly, and prosperous,” But if
those governments were to collapse, the United States stood ready to.
restore order and prevant European intervention,
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TR Video Questions: (start at 24:06-)

1. What other countries did Roosevelt feel the US shoulfi compete with?

2. Why did Roosevelt seek to get invqlved in other countries?

3. What happened in Santo Domingo? How does it increase the role of the US in the world?
4. | What is his fear for Latin America?

5. Why does; Roosevelt want to build the Panama Canal?

6. How does the canal get built? What other countries are involved?
7. What are the agreements made when the canal is built?

8. “I took Panama and let Congress debate that.” What does this tell us about Roosevelt’s view
of executive power?

9. How does the imperial views of change his presidency/life? (lodging, entrances)

10. Do you agree with the methods that Roosevelt used? Why or why not?

11. How does this video change your view of Roosevelt?
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The Zimmerman Telegram

On 16 January 1917, the German Foreign Minister, Arthur Zimmerman sent the

following telegram to Count von Bernstortf, the German ambassador m the United "

Sta_tes.
Telegram text frorh The Zimmérman Telegram by Barbara Tuchiman published in 1966 by Ballantine Books.

Most Secret

For Your Excellency's personal information and to be handed on to the Imperial
Minister in Mexico

We intend to begin unrestricted submarine warfare on the first of February. We shall
endeavor in spite of this to keep the United States neutral. In the event of this not
succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of an alliance on the following basis: Make
war together, make peace together, generous financial support, and an understanding
on our part that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and
Arizona. The settlement detail is left to you. '

You will inform the President [of Mexico] of the above most secretly as soon as the
outbreak of war with the United States is certain and add the suggestion that he
should, on his own initiative, invite Japan to immediate adherence and at the same
time mediate between Japan and ourselves.

Please call the President's attention to the fact that the unrestricted employment of our

submarines now offers the prospect of compelling England to make peace within a few
months. Acknowledge receipt.

Zimmerman

-

Declaration Of War Against Germany— April 6, 1917 ST
Joint Resolution Declaring that a state of war exists between the Imperial German
Governmeiit and the Government and the people of the United States and making
provision to prosecute the same. _ '
Whereas the Imperial German Government has commiited repeated acts of war against
the Government and the people of the United States of America: Therefore be it

Resolved . . ., That the state of war between the United States and the Imperial German
Government which has thus been thrust upon the United States is hereby formally
declared: and that the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to employ
the entire naval and military forces of the United States and the resources of the
Government to carry o war against the Imperial German Government; and to bring the
conflict to a successful terniination all of the resourees of the country are hereby pledged ‘
by the Congress of the United States. ' :
Approved, April 6, 1917.

Why is the US becoming involved in the war according to this source?

‘;'_.40._



Woodrow Wilson and WwI
Disc 2: Chapter 9: 9:10-14:40: Neutrality :

1. Why does Wilson want to remain neutral in the war in Europe?
2. How did the immigrant population in the US impact Wilson's decision to remain neutral?

3. How does Wilson take a side in the war involuntarily?

4. Whatis the impact of the sinking of the Lusitania?

5. How does Wilson respond to the sinking of the Lusitania? How do people respond to Wilson’s
response?

23:10-26:48: US Involvement

6. What are two actions of Germany that threaten the United States?
7. What is the impact of these actions on Wilson? Why?

_ 8. How does Wilson justify his decision to the American people and Congress?

\

9. How do the American people respond to his decision?
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48:15-55:30 Peace Treaty
Background: Wilson travels to Paris to negotiate the Peace Treaty after WWI. He plans to promote his XIV points.

10. How does Wilson view the US's role in the war?

11. How do Europeans their role in the war?

12. What is in the impact of Wilson’s ideas on other nations around the world? (be specific)

13. Why does Wilson unable to pass most of his XIV points?

14. What is the one part of the XIV points that was a non-negotiable for Wilson? Why?

15. How do US congressman react to the League of Nations? Why?

| Reflection Questions post video
16. “The world must be made safe for democracy” Does this phrase, stated by Wilson, represent

Manifest Destiny? Why or why not?

17. Do the reasons for US entry into WWI reflect Manifest Destiny? Why or why not?

18. Does Wilson represent Manifest Destiny in his foreign policy? Provide 5 examples of why or why
not. {look back at imperialism notes) :

- 2
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Woodrow Wilson: League of Nations speech (1919)

On July 10, 1919, President Woodrow Wilson presented to the U.S. Senate the results of several months of
negotiations af the Paris Peace Conference to draft a treaty that would end World War I, Among the provisions of the
Treaty of Versailles was the outline for an intemational peacekéeping organization known as the League of Natjons
that had been Wilson's création and chief conlbution to the peace talks. Below is an excerpt of his speech to the |
Senate that discusses the léague. Despite Wilson's unqualified support for U.S, ratification of the treaty and
participation in the league; the U.S. Senate refused to do either, voting down ratification anid declining to join the
league in an effort to reestablish U.S. Isolationism.

It gives me pleasure to add to this formal reading of the result of our labors that the character of the discussion which
occurred at the sittings of the commission was not only of the most constructive but of the most encouraging sort. It
was obvious throughout our discﬁssions that, although there were subjects upon which there were individual
differences of judgment with regard to the method by which our objects should be obtained, there was practically at no
point any serious differences of opinion or motive as to the objects which we were seeking.

[ndeed, while these debates were not made the opportunity for the exbression of enthusidgsm and sentiments, | think
the other members of the commission will agree with me that thére was an undertone of high respect and of
enthusiasm for the thing we were trying to do which was heartening throughout everything.

Because we felt that in a way this conference did entrust into us the expression of one of its highest and most
important purposes, to ses 1o il that the concord of the world in the future with regard to the objects of justice should
not be subject to doubt or uncertainty; that the cooperation of the great body of nations should be assured i the.
maintenance of peace upon terms of honor and of international obligations.

The compulsion of that task was constantly upon us, and at no point was there shown the slightest desire to do
anything but suggest the best méans to accomplish that great object. There is very great significance, therefore, in
the fact that the result was reached unanimously.

Faunaer natiens were z‘ep:‘éz?sﬁteci, arnong them all of thuve powers which for c;omé‘rtienca v have called the Groat
Powers, and among the rest a répresentation of the greatest variely of circumstances and interests. So that | think
we are justified in saying that the significance of the result, therefore, has the deepest of all meahings, the unfon of
wills in a common purpose, & union of wills which cannot be resisted and which, | dare say, no nation will run the risk
of attempting to resist,

Now, as to the character of the document. While it has consumed some time to read this dbcument, b think you will
see at once that it is very simple; and in nothing so simple as in the structure which it suggests for a league of '
natioris, a body of delegates, an executive council, and a permanent secretariat,

When it came to the question of determining the character of the representation in the Body of Delegates, we were all
aware of a feeling which is current throughout the world.

Inasmuch as | am stating it in the presence of the official representatives of the varlous bovernments here present,
including myself, | may say that there is a universal feeling that the world cannot rest satisfied with merely official
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guidance, There has reached us through many channels the feeling that if the deliberating body of the League of
Nations was merely to be a body of officials representing the various govermnments, the peoples of the world would net
be sure that some of the mistakes which preoccupied officidls had admittedly made might not be repeated,

ft was impossible to conceive a method or an assembly so large and various as to be.really representative of the
great body of the peoples of the world, because, as | roughly reckon it, we represent as we sit around this table iore
than 1.2 billion people.

You canhot have a representative assembly of 1.2 billion people, but if you leave it to sach government to have, if it
pleases, one or two or three representatives, though only with a single vote, it may vary its representation from time
to time, not only, but it may (originate) the choice of its several representatives [wireless here unintelligible].

Therefore we thotight that this was a proper and & very prudent concession fo the practically uriversal opinion of plain
men everywhere that they wanted the door left opén to a varigty of representation, instead of being confined to a
single official body with which they could ar might not find therselves in aympathy.

And you will notice that this body has unlimited rights of discussion. | mean of discussion of anything that falls within
the field of international relations—and that it is especially agreed that war or international misunderstandings or
anything that may lead fo friction or trouble Is everybody's business, because it may affect the peace of the world,

And in order to safeguard the popular pawer so far as we could of this representative body, It is provided, you will
notice, that when a subject is submitted it is not to arbitratien but to discussion by the Executive Council; it can, upon
the initiative of either of the parties to the dispute; be drawn out of the Executive Council on the larger form of the
general Body of Delegates, because through this instrument we are depending primarily and chiefly upon one great
force, and this is the maral force of the public opinion of the world—the pleasing and clarifying and compelling
influences "of publicity—so that intfigues can no longer have their coverls; so that designs that are sinister can at
anytime ba drawn into the open; so that those things that are destroyed by the light may be pramptly destroyed by
the overwhelming light of the universal expression of the condgmnation of the world.

Armed force is In the background in this program; but it Is in the background, and, if the moral force of the. warld. will
not suffice, the physical foree' of the world shall, But that is the last resort, because this is intended 25 a constitution -
of peace, nof as a league of war. ) ' \

The simplicity of the document seems to.me to be ohe of its chief virtues, because, speaking for mysslf, | was unable
to see the variety. of circumstances with which this League would have to deal, | was unable, therefore, to plan all the
machinery that might be necessary to meet the differing and unexpetted contingencies. Therefore, 1 should say of
this document that it is not a straitfacket but a vehicle of life,

A living thing is born, and we must see to it what clothes we put on it It is not a vehicle of pdizsie;, but & vehiele in
which power may be varied at the discretion of those who exercise it and in.accordarnice with the changing
circumstances of the fime, And yet, while it is elastic, while it is generat in its terms, it i§ definite in the one thing that
we wefe galled upon ta make definite.

It is a definite guaranty of peace, It is a definite guaranty by word against aggression. It is & definite giiaranty against
the things which have just come near bringing the whole structure of civilization into Tuin.
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its purposes do not for a moment lie vague. Its purposes are declared, and its powers are unmistakable. It is not in
contemplation that this should be merely a league to secure the peace of the world. It is a league which can be used
for cooperation in any intemational matter. '

That is the significance of the provision introduced concerning labor. There are many ameliorations of fabor conditions
which:can be effected by conference and discussion. | anticipate that there will be a very great usefulness in the
Bureau of Labor which it is contemplated shall be set up by the League.

Men and women and children who work have been in the background through long ages and sonietimes seemed o be.
forgotten, while governments have had thelr watchful and suspicious eyes upon the maneuvers of one another, while
the thought of statesmen has been about structural action and the larger fransactions of commerce and of finance.

Now, if | may believe the picture which | see, there comes into the foreground the great body. of the laboring people of
the world, the men and women and children upon whom the great burden of sustaining the world must from day to day
fall, whether we wish-if to do so or not; people who go to bed tired and wake up without the stimulation of lively hope.
These people will be drawn into the field of international consultation and help, and will be among the wards of the
combined governments of the world. This is, | take leave fo say, a very great step in advance in the mere cohception
of that.

Then, as you will notice, there is an imperative article concerning the publicity of all international agreements.
Hencsforth no member of the League can call any agreement valid which it has not registered with the secretary

" general, in whose office, of course, it will be subject to the examination of any body representing a member of the

l.eague. And the duty is laid upon the secretary general to earliest possible time.

| suppose most persons who have not been conversant with the business of foreign affairs do not realize how many
hundreds of these agreements are made in a single year, and how difficult it might be to publish the more unimportant
of them immediately. How uninterésting it would be to mast of the world to publish them immediately, but even they
must be published just as soon as it is possible for the secretary general to publish them.

There has been no greater advance than this. gentlemen. If you loak back upon the history of the world you will see.
v hislpless pedples nave oo Uften been a prey to puwers that had no consciencé in the matter, It has béen one of
the many distressing revelations of recent years that the great power which has just been; happily, defeated put
intolerable burdens and injustices upon the helpless people of some of the colonies which it annexed to itself; that its
interest was rather their extermination. than thelr development; that the desire was to possess their land for European
purposes, and not to enjoy their confidence in order that mankind might be lifted in these places to the next higher

level,

Now, the world, expressing its conscience in law, says there is an end of that, that our consciences sha'l.l be settled
to this thing. States will be picked out which have already shown that they can exercise a conscience in this matter,
and under their tutelage the helpless peoples of the world will come Into a new light and into a new hope.

1D: 255285 back to fop
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Sheould the Unit

v the Paris Peace Confeténce, the United States had to decid whether to join the League of Nations,
The League's purpose was to help maintain peace in the world. In the political cartoon below, Wilson
ovErloads adove; ‘a‘syrr{borof‘peace;-with»avlargerheavy branch.representing the Leagué of Nations.
Read the aptions hefow: Then you maka the call.

T,?residéﬁtWﬁlson‘EavarsJdlning = : i ‘

ed 'Si:aes-j@ia-‘n thé&e:aggﬁé of Natim?a;s? " ‘ﬁq

44 faneral association of nations must be’

formed-. .. for the purpose of affording 4

. mutual guarantees of political indepen-

dence and territorial integrity to great

- “and small states alike. . . . Itis the

“principle of justice to all peoples. ..

| and their right to live on equal terms.. ..
with one another, whether they be strong

restraint,legal or mordl; of fored

- or weak.” ek * powers. It challenges every teriet of my
' __president Woodrow Wilson, 22 . &S po itical faith 2. S
January 8, 1018 T b T R < sentor Willlam Boreh
You Decide R "'Ngvé:mt_jé:i-'jg;’(gjg
1. Why did Wilson favor joining the Leaguaof |~ . Tel LR
Nations?

2. Wy didl Borah oppose jeining?
3. What decision would you have made? Why?

America Rejects the Treaty

When Wilson left Versailles to return to the United States, he knew the treaty
was not perfect. But he believed that over time the League could correct its prob-
lems. He still thought that a lasting peace could emerge.

Wilson Faces Troubles at Home Wilson did not leave his problems it
Trance when he boarded a ship bound for the United States. German Americans
thought the treaty was too harsh toward Germany, especially the “war guilt
clause” that suggested that Germany had caused the war. Irish Americans crit-
icized the failure to create an independent Ireland. Most importantly, howeves ‘
the treaty would need to be submitted to the Repub]ican—controlled Senate For-
eign Relations Committee and then ratified, or approved, by the Republicar
controlled Seriate. In both bodies, as well as in his own Democratic Parth
Wilson faced stiff opposition.

A handful of senators believed that the United States should not get entangled
in world politics or involved in world organizations. Known as sirreconcilables”
these isolationist senators opposed any treaty that had a League of Nations
folded into it. They particularly disliked Article 10 of the League covenant.
Article 10 called for mutual defense by the signers of the treaty, a pledge that each
nation would “respect and preserve . .. he territorial integrity and existing polit
ical inde-pendence of all the Members of thg League.” .
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pranklin pelano Roosevelt:

The “Fouf Freedoms” Speech

In his State of the Union address to Congress on. Janu-
ary 6, 1941, President Roosevelt stressed the danger
that aggressive fascist powers presented to the United
States. He urged the American people to support

those “who are resisting aggression and are thereby
keeping war away from our Hemisphere”——namely the
Allies. Congress passed the Lend-Lease Act three
months later to do just that. Finally, Roosevelt set out
the ideals that he believed Americans should fight for:
the Four Freedoms.

address you, the Members of thé S_C:Ve]_ltY“SQVGnth Corigress, aba

moment unprecedeni',ed1 in the history of the Union. [ use the
word ‘ﬁmprecedented” because ah no pmvidus time hag Amerlean
gecurity been as geriously t.bleatémed from without as it 8.
today. . - -

In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we ook forward
to a world founded upon four essential human freedoms.

The first is freedom of speech and expression——everywhere in the world.

The second is freedom of every person to worship God in hig own way—
everywhere in the world.

The third is freedom from want—which, translated info world terms, means
econorsic understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peace time
life for its inhabitants~—9verywhere in the world.

The fourth is freedom from fear—which, translated into world terms; means
a worldwide reduction of armaments £0 such a point and in such a thorough fash-
ion that no nation will be in a position o commit an act of phystcal aggression
agaipst any nei_g_hbordanywhere in the world.

That is no vision of 8 distant millennium. Tt is a definite basis for a kind of
world attainable in our own time and generation. That kind of world is the very
antithesis 2 of the so-called new order of tyranny which the dictators seek to cre-
ate with the crashofa bomb. . . . The world order which we seekis the cooperation
of free countries, working togetherina {friendly, civilized society.

This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts ofits mil-
lions of free men and women; and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God.
Freedom means the supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to
those who struggle to gain those rights and keep them. Our strength is our unity
of purpose. -

To that high concept there can be no end save vietory.

\. unprecédented {utm PREHS uh dehn tihd) adji new, having no previous example.
2. antithesis (an T uh sihs) 7. exadt opposite. :
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 TREEDOM OF SPERCH

Inspired by Roosevelt's speech, the
{Hustrator Norman Rockwell created
four paintings. each illustrating one of
the Four Freedoms. In Freedom of
Speech, Rockwell shows a man
speaking at his town meeting.

Thinking Critically
1. Summarize What are the
Four Freedoms? .

5. predict Consequences
How do you think an isola-
sionist would respond to

Roosevelt's speech?



ply. Still, tllc Red Army controﬁed mosto of E chln}xuope nd threatened to.
move fa};ther w . M1hfe:r11y e{lth the AJ rericards had the atoipi€ hotnb, the
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en fought on/S/o’alet soil. Itsindustries, ¢iti6s, and peoplss had suffered terri-
be /D

International Cooperation

Americans were quick to recognize that their nation had taken on a new posi-
tion in the world. After World War I, the Senate had rejected the Treaty of Ver-
sailles and refused to join the League of Nations. Many Americans now viewed
these decisions as mistakes that contributed to the rise of fascism and the out-
preak of another war. As World War II drew to a close, Americans were ready to
emhrace the idea of world organizations.

A New World Economy Takes Shape The United States took on major
responsibilities in shaping the postwar world economy. After meeting in 1944
with the Allies in Breton Woods, New Hampshire, the U.S, government pushed
for establishment of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, The
United States provided most of the working capital for these new organizations,
which worked to foster global economic and financial stability. The United
States also signed the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), a 1948
treaty designed to expand world trade by reducing tariffs,

The United Nations Is Formed Even more importantly, the United States
led the charge for the establishment of the United Nations (UN), an organization
that, many hoped, would succeed where the League of Nations had failed. In
April 1945, delegates from 50 nations met in San Francisco to write the charter
for the UN. The Senate overwhelmingly ratified the charter, and the UN later
set up its permanent home in New York City.

The United Nations was organized on the basis
of cooperation between the Great Powers, not on the
absolute equality of all nations. All member nations
sat on the General Assembly. However, the five major
World War IT Allies~—the United States, the Soviet
Umon, Britain, France, and China—were assigned
‘ermanent seats on the most powerful arm of the UN,

HISTORY MAKERS

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962)
As First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt had been a
valuable, if unofficial, part of her husband's
presidential administration, After FDR's

" the Security Council. death, President Truman named her to
-~ Over the next decades, the UN aided the move represent the United States at the
away from colonialism;, helped to create the Jewish United Nations, As elected chair of the
state of Israel, mediated regional conflicts, and pro- Commission on Human Rights, she

vided food and other aid to much of the world. The guided the drafting of the Universal
UN also issued the Universal Declaration of Human Declaration of Human Rjght& ‘
Rights in 1948, This idealistic document states: which she hoped would "become

, the international Magna Carta

; 23 “Recogmtmn of the for all men everywhere."” Her
mherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights work on behalf of human rights
of all members of the human family is the foundation of won Roosevelt the nickname
freadom, justice and peace in the world. . . . All human First Lady of the World.
beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. Sho¢ly before her death,
They are endowed with reason and conscience and President lohn . Kennedy

e named Roosevelt to head his
e shoulg,act toward one another In a spirit of brother- Commission on the Status of
hood,

Women.

—Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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The Declaration condemns slavery and torture, upholds
freedom of speech and religion, and affirms that “everyong
has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health
and well-being of himself and his family.” Though the docy.
ment sets lofty goals it has proved difficult to enforce.

~ Causes
urope suffers massive destruction in World War |
» Germans and Italians resent Versailles Treaty
~~~eGreat Depressionleads toriseof fascist-dictators———-—=WWarCrimi nals-Geo-on-Trial-Inthe-effort-to-create-a-better-
» European appeasement fails to end Axis aggression world, the Allies did not forget to punish the people who haq
; caused so much destruction and death. During the war, the
i . Axis Powers had repeatedly violated the Geneva Convention,

» Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor

an international agreement governing the humane treatment
of wounded soldiers and prisoners of war.
The Allies tried more than a thousand Japanese citizens
LIS for committing atrocities in China and Southeast Asia and
Effects brutally mistreating prisoners of war. Hundreds were con-

e Europe and Japan lay in ruins demned to death, including Prime Minister Hideki Tojo and
e European colonies gradually gain independence the general responsible for the Bataan Death March.
o Soviets dominate Eastern Europe Americans more closely followed the trials against the Nazis,

« Cold War between United States and Soviet Union begins  Held in Nuremberg, the trials turned a glaring spotlight on the
evils of the Third Reich. The first of the Nuremberg Trials
involved key leaders of Nazi Germany, such as Hermann Gor-
ing. Day by day, prosecutors described their crimes, detailing
especially the horrors of the Holocaust. Most of the defendants
pleaded that they were just following orders, that Hitler was the
source of all the crimes. The judges at Nuremberg did not accept
S A A their excuses, Some of the Nagzis were hanged; others received

» United States remains a global superpower long prison terms. ’

o America becomes a world power
o African Americans gain momentum to pursue civil rights
A i

1

1
i

T e

“\J.S. government plays a large role in guiding the In the following decades, Allied or Israeli authorities cap-
nation's economy tured and tried such other Nazis as Adolf Eichmann, a lead-
ing architect of the “Final Solution.” The periodic trials kept
| Analyze Cause and Effect Inits alive the memory of the Nazi crimes against humanity.

overall impact, World War It is often
considered the single most important
avent of the twentieth century.

How did World War Il contribute to
the two effacts listed ahove under
Connections to Today?

/; Checkpoint What steps did the United States take to increase its rolein
" the postwar world?

A New American ldentity

A new American identity rose from the ashes of World War IT, one formed as the
antithesis of the Nazi ideal, Americans regarded the Nazis as totalitarian, racist,
and warlike. They defined themselves as democratic, tolerant, and peaceful. Dur-
ing the war, US. lesders and American popular culture had emphasized these
positive themes, repeating constantly that the Allies were fighting a “people’s
war” for tolerance, freedom, democracy, and peace. Although many Americans
felt that, their country had not always lived up to that ideal, they hoped that the
postwar period would usher in significant changes.

The United States Assumes Global Leadership Millions of Americans
had spent several years closely following the war, They had attached world
maps to their walls and traced the paths of U.S. troops in the deserts of North
Africa, the forests of Europe, and the coral islands of the Pacific, For this gener-
ation of Americans, the world had somehow become a smaller, more intercon
nected place. They had learned to think in global terms.

Few Americans called for a return to a poliey of isolationism or retreat from
its global responsibilities. They recognized that what happened in the far
reaches of the globe affected them, that the economic and political health of

838 World War l ,
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America was tied to world peace and economic development. They
knew that America’s national security involved world security.

commitment to Civil Rights Grows African American sol-
diers in World War IT had clearly believed they were fighting two
foes: dictatorship overseas and racism in the United States. As the
. great.African American poet Langston Hughes put.it:-

R i amar T e

“ou tell m me that H:tler
Is a mighty bad man.
| guess he took Iessons
From the Ku Klux Klan,”
—Langston Hughes, quoted in 7e Fight of the Century (Hietala)
World War IT gave renewed vigor to the fight for civil rights. In
this battle, African Americans were not alone. A growing number
.of white Americans also called for the nation to fully live up to its
promise as a bescon of freedom, democracy, and justice.

The Nation Prospers World War II ended the Great Depression

and ushered in decades of economic growth. It also redistributed A Hero Comes Home

wealth across the country. Defense industries and military bases For millions of Americans, World |
. in the South and West spurred people to move to these regions, which in turn  War !l was not truly over until their E
" created more wealth and encouraged further migration, loved ones came home from overseas.

The driving force for all the jobs and prosperity was the federal government.  Here, a wounded G.l. embraces his
Like other wars, World War 1I led to a greater governmental influence in eco- parents.
nomic affairs. From the collection of raw materials to attempts to control infla-
tion, the government had made the important decisions to guide the economy.
In the process, it established the expanded economic role that government
‘would play in postwar America.

@ Checkpoint How did World War Il foster support for civil rights?

)
Far Self-test with vocabulary practice
Web Code: nea-1111

omprehension

arms and People For each term
below, write a sentence explaining how
It was connected with the building of
the postwar world,

Yalta Conference

o superpower

s GATT

o United Nations

e Universal Declaration of Human

Why do you think Americans supported
participation in the UN after World War Il
when they had opposed participation in
the League of Nations after World '

S e e e ol B

Rights War 1?
: ou might see and the emotional mood
® Geneva Convention lyn the r%om. T Qompare In what way were the
ot Nuremberg Trials Universal Declatation of Human Rights
[y and the postiar push far civil rights in
hoth reactions to the war?
=3 | Chapter 24 Section5 839
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WWII

Video: Perilous Fight: Infamy: Japanese Militarism
1. How do Japanese actions threaten the US? (atleast 3 ways)

2. How does the US prepare for war even as they declare they will not become involved? Why
do they do this? (according the Roosevelt) '

3. What is the Lend-Lease Bill? Why are some people against the Lend-Lease Bill?
4, Inwhat ways does FDR take a side in the war without declaring war?

37:00-42:32: The First US Casualties
5. Who are the first US casualties? Why is war not declared immediately?

6. What happens on December 7t 19417 Why is this significant to the US?
7. What are the losses for the US?
8. What follows the attack on Pearl Harbox?

9. What events cause US involvement in WWII?

10. What events cause US declaration of war in WWII?

11. Does this reflect Manifest Destiny? Why or why not?
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End of WWIL: Perilous Fight Video Guide
Part [V: Start with Atom Bomb Scene

I Howdoesthe US justify theuseof theatoinic bomb?

2. How many people have died in WWII?

3. What are the feelings of Americans at the end of the war? (atleast 5
emotions/feelings/reactions)

The 20 Century: Video Guide
1. What is the state of Europe at the end of WWII?

2. What countries are able to help these ruined Eu?opean countries?
3. How was Europe divided? Which city represented this division?
4, Whatis the Marshall Plan? What are its motives?

5. What is the Berlin Airlift?

6. Why does the US feel threatened post WWII?
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Dr. Seuss WWII Cartoons

Directions: Look at the cartoons.
For each one, answer these questions: 1. Which countries are shown in the cartoon?

i 2 s e e e === What-{sthe-argument the authorisnraking?
Cartoon # Cartoon #_
1 ‘ 1.

2. 2
Cartoon #

Cartoon #
L

1.
2.

2.
Cartoon # Cartoon #
1 1
2. 2

Overall, what is Dr. Seuss's view on US involvement in WWII?

Draw your own political cartoon on US involvement in WWIL You must make an argument in your
cartoon about US involvement. You can use the symbols in the cartoons in your cartoon. Due at the
end of class. {5 pts)
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Woild War 17 When you anglyze

Section 1'

U 5 ~a‘nd Sovnet,War Experlences The btmet

Armyiost 'lp!mmnate_ly 75 mdhen soldlerq mere
thentvidee Germanyy lass of about 3.5 million..
MSJIEQV&‘ there:were abou"t 19 mﬂhon Soviet ciyi]»

mﬁsgeés 15&]10:1 Mol

the Ulaning Lay i rugfiag; hwmg Fi@gn uperrud. and

scinchad sevoral tites tring the Hehting,
Although 405000 118 soldiersdied tn the ya;

there weie no cwdirm casnalfies, and the-coiftinental

United Statessvas neyér tivaded or Bombed. The

industrial prcduc"n‘mi pecessitated by the war

helpg;i the counfry out ofile Depressian and revi-
falizad T capitalist: FRHOY. By 1945, almogt bialf*

‘of ol the goods sud Serviees oduced i the warld

caine from the United Staltes.

U.‘S.‘ and S'O'Vl,e‘t Goals It was clear even before
the end of the war thit the Unitéd States and the

Soviet. Union had differenit godls for Fareope.

The United States wanted to rebuild Eurape,

especially Germany; so that the burden of feeding

so many refugees would not fall on American tax-

SR, g\ T
gjﬁ-; %%\ SY tp; X

L R

SOVIET :
HE ’

_ SKILLBUILDER PRATTICE Analy JZU’%’_-”

Haw: did tha Cald War develop sa soof. aﬁer Thesuggess. of theAllied victory in
hi molifes of the Utiffed States ahd the Soviet

Gplon. 4t 1li énd, of the'war, fopk st thy wxpaifeiices, 1 ‘ematiafis, and needsthat
c:ampe!ied eiich nbion To attin 3 certafn way; Revil e falloslig-passage; and,
‘then camplete the Ehart be?ow {See SKilbuilder Handboo]cr P
: ;@mm%m&w ~WMM@M@@M%M&%W e R e S e s e

' Paygr&, Thwasalsodn .S, intérésts to have seo-
- nomically m‘ﬁng Enropedn countries that wers abla

to by WS, produets; The Soviet Union, on the
olher hand, Sganted to febuild itself Stilin LhougM
Gerarasly should pay $20 millton in machinery gid,

A AW miaterialag rgparations far this wrongs & ﬂm

Soviets fiad guffered Quring the v
© After theaSc)\ﬁH experienes in thie waiy Stalii

) fonved Tivasion from fhe West. Calmng mﬂumy

and {mﬁhcal coriydl of Bastéen Fiope wig hisway:
of areating Jnffer-Fron Turthey Atk Sinpe e
Red, Aty oconpied the countries it ilherata from -

e Ggrm'ms;Sfﬂlm quicldy set up orsipported:

sl Gorpinunist gogernments, Accordmg o
Sralin, “Th. this war; each sids Imposes its systema.,-
far ns,its driies cafl reéach, Tt aannot be otheryise,”
Forits: gart, fhieUnited Statss feared totalitarian
regimes Fhaty unpospdthe)r gwn systems on otherfeiss
froe and mdcgondunt fations. Stelin in hils destrs for
absolate-contrel Triman argued, was every Bit.ag
ruthless apdl dargeris as Hifler, Triman's sffors to
confain comiunisi was a diplomatic comptomise:
between gaing to war again and stopping the Soviets
from paining any more power in the world than'they

‘aleddy had.

UMITED
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Please critically read the following cxcerptf\ Then, answer the questions that follow.

Questions:

| _ 1>. ' W-hat.is Trﬁlﬁaﬁ’s justification fér aiding ére:ece- agd "I‘urkéy;?
2. How does he want to aid these couptries?
3. Why does G'ree'_ce need help? Why can’t Greece fight without US aid?
4, Why must the US step in to help?!

5. Why is it important that Greece no become communist? (hint (it’s partly
geographical) (please give two reasons)

6. What does this document display about US foreign policy at this time?
7. What shows that this doctrine repiésents containment?

'8, ‘What the role of this document in the formation of NATO?
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- THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE (1947)

Faced with the aggression and subversfon of the Soviet
Union following the end of Woeld War Y1, President Harry
Truman had decided that the United States must accept its
responsibilities as the ngsg powerful demeocracy in the
world, Truman's palicy for the United States te
underwrite at greag expense the defense of any free state
againdt totalitsrianm Tegimes was quite different from our
Irresponsible withdrawa) [rom world affajrs after Horld
War 1 under the Republican administrations. of the
Twenties,

The graviey of the situation which confronts the vorld today
necessitates my appearance before a joint session of the Congress.,

The foreign policy and the national security of this councry are
involved, ' . .

One aspect of the pregent sttuation, which 1 wish to. present to you at
this time for your consideration and decision, concerns Greeca and Turkaey.

The. United States has received from rhe Greek Government an urgent
appe;l'[or'financial and economic assistance. Preliminary reports from the
fmerican Econamie Hission now in Greece and reports from the American
Ambassador f{n Gze:&e;;qrrobora:& the statement of the Greek Government Chat
assistance is {mpérative {f Creece Is to survive as a free nation.

. 1 do not believe Ethat the American people and the Congress wish to turn
a deaf ear to the appeal ¢f the Greek Government . , . .,

The wery éxistence of the Creek state. is teday threatened by the
terrorist activities of seversl thovsand armed men, led by Commun{sts, who
defy the government's authority at a number of peints, particularly along the
northern boundaries. A Comnission appointed by the United Narions Security
Council {s at prasent investigating disturbed conditions in northern Cregee
and alleged border vielations along the frontiers between Greece on the one
hand and Albanfa, Bulgarfa, and Yugoslavia on the pther,

Meanwhile, the Creek Government. is unable to ‘cope with the situation.
The Greek Army is smaltf and pogrly equipped, 1t needs supplies and equipment
TE it §s te restore the autherity to the government throughout Greek
territory,

Creece nmust have assistance {f it 45 to become a self-supporting and
self—respeg;tng'democracy. - )

The United Staves muse supply this assistance. We have already extended
to Greece cartain types  of ralief and economic aid but these are
inadequare, , . »

5. Trumap, 1947 (Washingtan, 1933); Pp. 176-180. —

Harry 5. Truman, Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Harry

+
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Creece's neighbor, Turkey, also deserves our attentiom o .+ .

As in the case of Greece, {f Turkey {s to have the assistance it needs,
the United Scates must supply it. We are the only country able to provide
that hEIPn

I am fully avare of the broad implications involved {f che United States
extends assistance to Creece and Turkey, and 1 shall discyss these
implications with you at this time.

One of the primary objectives of the foreign policy of the United States
is the creation of conditions in which we and other nacions will be able to
work out a way of life free from coercion, This was a fundamental issue in
the war with Germany and Japan. .Qur victory was won over countries which
sought to impose their will, and their way of life, upon other nations.

To ensure the peaceful development of nations, free from ctoercion, the
United States has taken a leading part in establishing the United Natioms.
The Uniced Nations 1is designed to make possible lasting freedom and
independence for all its members. We shall not realize our objectives,
houwever, unless we are willing to help free- peoples to maintain their free
institutions and their national integrity against aggressive movements that
seek to impose on them totalitarian regimes. This is po more than a frank
vecognition that totalitarian regimes imposed on free peoples, by direct or
indirect aggression, undermine the foundations of international peace and
hence the security of the United States. ;

The peoples of a number of -countries of the world have recently had
totalitarian regimes forced upon them against their will. The Government of
the United States has made frequent protests against coerclion and

intimidacion, in violation of the Yalts Agreement. in Poland, Rumania, and

Bulgaria, I must also state that in a number of other countries there have
been similar developments. o o o

1 believe that it must be the policy of the United Stares to support
free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by
outside pressures.

I believe that we must assist free peoples "go work out their own
destinies in cheir own way.

I believe that our help should be primarily through™ economic and’

financial aid which {s essential to economic stability and orderly politieal
processes.

The world {s not statie, and the s:a:us quo s not sacred. Bub we
cannot allow changes in the status que in vielatien of the Charter of the
United Nations by such methods as coercion, or by such subterfuges as
political fnfileration. 1In helping free and-independent nations to maintain
theii' freedom, the United States will be giving effect to the principles of
tke Charter of the United Nations.

It is necessary only to glance at a map to realize that the survival and
integrity of the Creek nation are of grave importance in a much wider
situation, If Greece should fall under the control of an armed minority, the
effect upon its neighbor, Turkey, would be immediate and serious. Cohfusion
and disorder might well spread throughout the éntire Middle East,

Moreover, the disappearance of Greece as an independent state would have
a profound effect upon those countries in.Eurépe whese. peoples are struggling
against ‘great difficulties to maintain their freedoms and their .independence
while they repair the damages of war.

It would be an unspeakable tragedy 1if these countries, which have
struggled so long against overwhelming odds, should lose that viectory feor
which they sacrificed so much, Collapse of free institutions and loss of
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independence would be disastrous not only for them but for the world.
Discouragement and possibly failure would quickly be the lot of neighboring
peoples striving to,maintain their freedom and independence,

Should we fail te aid Greece and Turkey in this fateful hour, the effect
will be far reaching to the West as well as to the East.

HWe must take immediate and resolute action ‘ )

1 thérefore ask the Congress to provide authority for assistance to
Greece and Turkey i{n the amount of $400,000,000 for ‘the period ending June 30,
1948 ., , .

In addition to funds, I ask the Congress to authorize the detail of
American civilian and military personnel to Greece and Turkey, at the.request
of those countries, te assist in the tasks of reconstrucrion and for the
purpose of supervising the use of such financial and material assistance as
may be furnished. = I recommend that authority alse be provided for the
instruction and training of seiected Greek and Turkish personnel.

Finally, 1 ask that the Congress provide authority which will permit the
speediest and most effective use, in terms of needed commodities, supplies,
and equipment, of such funds as may be authorized . . . .

The seeds of totglitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They
spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. They reach their Full
growth when the hope of a people for a better lifz has died,

We must keep that hope alive.

The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining
their freedoms. ‘

1f we falter in our leadership, we may cndanger the peace of the worlde
-and we shall surely endanger the welfare of this Nation,

Great Tesponsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift movement of
events,

1 am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilitdes
squarely.
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What were the underlying reasons for Soviet Union and US conflict as stated in this

document? Circle or underline at least 3 reasons, . : b
It is, however, cloar thai the creation

Soviet POHCY in Eastern nf military bases in various parts of the
world is not designed for defense pur-

. L ; o
Europe (sestet Viewsd .poses, buf a5 a preparation for aggres-
The Soviel Uniors ssacied o the dio] Sinni)n is also clear that if, up to now, the
¢ Soviet Unioni reocled fo the diplo- combined  British-American  Gener:
;’]‘;Ey ?jf “gg‘TL“j”r““'”dmé"fs"fog‘ by tjghi; ‘. Staff, created during the second a/orrlaj v
$ grip on Lastern Enrope. In a speech ' ol o o B vt b st s o o 3 § et iz g
G the 301h ainiversary of fhe Revolotion of T War; has boen maintaited, this-is ot
Novermber 7, 1917, V. M, Molotov, foreign eing cone. for peace-.}o\"m.g purposes,
minister of the U.S.S.R., explained Soviet but for the purpose of intimidating with
policy. _ the passibility of new aggression,
' . It would be a good thing for all this to
The Soviet Union has invariably car- be' known to the American people, for
ried out, and is carrying out, the policy ) . under the so-called Western freedom of
of peace and international collaboration, | the press, when almost all newspapers
Such are the relations of the Soviet | and radio stations are in the hands of.
Union with all the countries which small gliques, the aggressive cliques of
evince a desire to collaborate. the capitalists and their servitors, it is
difficult for the people to know the real

The pelicy outlined by Comrade Sta-

lin is opposed at present by another pol-

icy, based on quite different principles. It is interesting that in expansionist

Here wo can talk first and foremost of the - circles.of the U.S.A. & new, peculiar sort

foreign policy of the United States, as | ‘ of illusion is widespread—while having' |

well as that of Great Britain. Possibly no faith in their internal strength—faith '
is placed in the secret of the atom bomb.

truth,

there exisls in the United States a pro-

gram of economic development of the elthough this secret has long ceased to

country for some period ahead, How- exist.

ever, the press has not yet announced  Evidently the imperialists need this
. faith in the atom bomb which, as is

anything about thiis, although press con- :
ferences take place there quite fre- | known;. is not a means of defense but a - -
quently. On the other hana, mutn nuse 1 + weapon of aggression. .. . :

- is being spread about various American From the example of the German

 projects, connected now with the Truman | question, one can see how widely

Doctrine, now with the Marshall plan, ! present day Anglo-American principles
Reading of all these Amefican plans ! diverge from the principles of the Soviet
for aid to Eurape, aid to China, and so - . state, how Anglo-American principles
are steeped in open imperialism, while

on, one might think that the domestic ! .
problems of the United States have long the .;51_0"13‘ stands firmly on democratic
positions. ‘

ago been solved, and that now it is only e
question of America's putting the affairs The Soviet Union, in common with
of other statss in order, dictating its pol- other demogratic states, stands for pedce
ity to them and even the composition of and finternational _ collaboration on | -
their governments. democratic principles. Under present |
In reality, matters are not like that, If conditions, this demands the uniting of
the. ruling circles of the U.5.A had no ' all forces of the anti-imperialist and
cause for anxiety concerning domestic democratic camp in Europe and beyond
affairs especially in connection with an the boundaries of Europe, so that an in-
approaching economic crisis, there ' surmountable. barrier shall be created
would not be such a superfluity of eco- dgainst imperialism, which is becoming
nomic projects of U.S.A. expansion, more active, and against its new policy
which in their turn are based on the ag- of BEEression, » « - o ,
gressive military-political plans of ~ The task of our time is fo unite all the”
American imperialism, : anti-imperialistic and democratic forces
Now they no longer hide the fact that of the nations into one mighty camip,
the United States of America, not in- “feld?d together by the unity of their
frequently together with Great Britain, is . vital interests against the imperdalist and.
anti-democratic camp and its policy of -

cquiring ever new naval and air bases ‘ ‘
in all parts of the globe, and even adapts enslavement of the peoples and new ad-

whole states for such like aims, espe- , ventures.

cially if closely situated to the Soviet ‘ e .

Union. e ee ' ® Source: The New York Times, November 7,
) 1947, p. 3.
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¢ June 1950 July 1950
£:] North Korea
invades South

1.5. and South Korean
forces halt their
retreat near Pusan.

7 T

‘the morning of September
1ed an attack into the rear
sgan fleeing for the North
s had been driven north of

als had to decide what to do

" lished and end the war? Or
lel and punish the commu-
- ut the action China would
th Korea. Chinese leaders
its borders. But MacArthur
man that China would not
| States pushed a resolution
ind democratic” Korea.,

icArthur attacked nortl of
=7 freezing temperatures, by
== Chinese border at the Yalu

i Chinese soldiers attacked

Vocabulary Builder
intervene—(ihn ter VEEN) v. to
become involved in; to take action to
settle a dispute or influence a
course of action

Map Skills During the Korean War, UN

| troops supported South Korea, while China
backed North Korea. Advantage seesawed
between the twa sides.

' 1 1. Locate: (a) 38th parallel, (b) Pusan,

" {c} Inchon, {d} Yalu River

2. Movement Dascribe the movement of
communist troops after November 1950,

3. Compare How does the first map differ

from the last one?

1 MNorth Korean contral
== Communist attack
South Korean control

—-  Line of controt

Conic Projection
100 mi

[
[ 100 km

g UN attack i

,j;\ovm s

Nov. 24 1 950
MacAtthur starts
offensive toward
Yalu River.

Yellow
Sea

= 'k‘ s
Jan 10 1951
Communists
push UN forces
to 37th parallel.

Nov. 25 1950
Chinese attack, UN
and South Korean +
forces retreat.
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une 27,1951
Cease-fire is

Jan. 16, 1951

UN forces push
communists back
to 38th parallel.

at 38th parallel.

857

signed, with border §

ST

v



29-2 Peace without Conquest (1965}

393

29-2  Peace without Conquest (1965)

Lyndon Johnson

President Lyndon Johnson (1908-1973) spoke at Johns Hopkins University on April 7,
1955 sliortly Hfter American airandground forcesescalated thiemilitary effort-inr-Viet-r———r-

nam. Suppozt for administration policies was still widespread; the anti-war movement
had not yet hit its stride (see text pp, 945-947, 949-950).

Source: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Lyndon Johnson, 1965 (Washing-
ton, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1966), 394-397.

.. . Tonight Americans and Asians are dying for a world
where each people may choose its own path to change.

This is the principle for which our ancestors fought in
the valleys of Pennsylvania. It is the principle for which our
sons fight tonight in the jungles of Viet-Nam.

Viet-Nam is far away from this quiet campus. We have
no territory there, nor do we seek any. The war is dirty and
brutal and difficult. And some 400 young men, born into
an America that is bursting with opportunity and promise,
have ended their lives on Viet-Nam's steaming soil.

Why must we take this painful road? . ..

The first reality is that North Viet-Nam has attacked
the independent nation of South Viet-Nam. Its object is
total conquest.

Of course, some of the people of South Viet-Nam are
participating in attack on their own government. But
trained men and supplies, orders and arms, flow in a con-
stant stream from north to south.

This support is the heartbeat of the war. . . .

Over this war—and all Asia—is another reality: the
decpening shadow of Communist China. The rulers in
Hanol are urged on by Peking. This is a regime which has
destroyed freedom in Tibet, which has attacked India, and
has been condemned by the United Nations for aggression
in Korea. It is a nation which is helping the forces of vio-
Jence in almost every continent. The contest in Viet-Nam is
part of a wider pattern of aggressive purposes. . . .

Why are these realities our concern? Why are we in
South Viet-Nam?

We are there because we have a promise to keep. Since
1954 every American President has offered support to the
people of South Viet-Nam. We have helped to build, and
wie have helped to defend. Thus, over many years, we have
made a national pledge to help South Viet-Nam defend its
independence.

And Iintend to keep that promise.

To dishonor that pledge, to abandon this small and

- brave nation to its enemies, and to the terror that must fol-

low, would be an unforgivable wrong.

" We are also there to strengthen world order. Around
the globe, from Betlin to Thailand, are people whose well-
being rests, in part, on the belief that they can count on us
if they are attacked, To leave Viet-Nam to its fate would

—61-

shake the confidence of all these people in the value of an
American commitment and in the value of America’s word.
The result would be increased unrest and instability, and
even wider war.

We are also there because there are great stakes in the
balance. Let no one think for a moment that retreat from
Viet-Nam would bring an end to conflict. The battle would
be renewed in one country and then another. The central
lesson of our time s that the appetite of aggression is never
satisfied. To withdraw from one battlefield means only to
prepare for the next, We must say in southeast Asia—as we
did in Burope—in the words of the Bible: “Hitherto shalt
thou come, but no further.” . ..

Our objective is the independence of South Viet-Narm,
and its freedom from attack. We want nothing for our-
selves—only that the people of South Viet-Nam be allowed
to guide their own country in their own way.

" We will do everything necessary to reach that objec-
tive. And we will do only what is absolutely necessary.

In recent months attacks on South Viet-Nam were
stepped up. Thus, it became necessary for us to increase
our response and to make attacks by air. This is not a
change of purpose. It is a change in what we believe that
purpose requires.

We do this in order to slow down aggression.

We do this to increase the confidence of the brave peo-
ple of South Viet-Nam who have bravely borne this brutal
battle for so many years with so many casualties.

And we do this to convince the leaders of North Viet-
Nam—and all who seek to share their congnest—of a very
simple fact:

We will not be defeated.

We will not grow tired.

We will not withdraw, either openly or under the
cloak of a meaningless agreement. .. .

Once this is clear, then it should also be clear that the
only path for reasonable men is the path of peaceful settle-
ment, :

Such peace demands an independent South Viet-
Nam—securely guaranteed and able to shape its own rela-
tionships to all others—free from outside intetference—
tied to no alliance—a military base for no other country.

These are the essentials of any final settlement.
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We will never be second in the search for such a peace-
ful settlement in Viet-Nam.

There may be many ways to this kind of peace: in dis-
¢ .on or negotiation with the governments concerned; in
large groups or in small ones; in the reaffirmation of old

The task is nothing less than to enrich the hopes and’
the existence of more than a hundred million people. And
there is much to be done.

The vast Mekong River can provide food and water.

and power on a scale to dwarf even. onr oW TVA oo

--agreements-or their strengthening-withrnew onesr 777"

These countries of southeast Asia are homes for mil-
lions of impoverished people. . . ,

_ Stability and peace do nat come easily jn such a land,
Neither indépendence nor human dignity will ever he-won,
though, by arms alonie. It also requires the work of peace.
‘The Ametican people have helped generously i times past
in these works, Now there must be a mueh more massive
effort to improve che life of man in that conflict-tom .cor-
ner of our world.

The first step is for the countries of southeast Asia to
assaciate themselves in a greatly expanded cooperative ef-
fort for development. We would hope that North Viet-
Nem would take its place in the common efforr just as
soon as peaceful cooperation is possible.

The United Nations is already actively engaged in de-
velopment in this area, .. .

For our part I will ask the Congress to join in a billion
dollar American investment in this effort as soon as it is
underway.

And T would hope that all other industrialized coun-
tries, including the Soviet Union, will join in this effort to
replace despair with hope, and terror with progress.

The wonders of modern medicine can be spread
through villages where thousands die every year fromi lick:
of care.

Schools car be established ta train people in the skills
that arg needed to manage the process of development.

And tlese objectives, and more, are within the reach
of a cooperative and determined efforr.

T also intend to expand and speed up a program to

-make available tur farm surpluses to assist in feeding and

clothing the needy in Asia. We should not allow peoplé 1o
go hungry and wear rags while our own warehouses over-
tlow with an abundance of wheat and corm, rice and cot-
ton. . ..

In areas that are still ripped by conflict, of course de-
velopment will ot be easy. Peace will be necessary for
final success. But we cannot and must not wait for peace to
begin this job. . . ‘

. This will be a disorderly planet for a long time. In
Asia, as elsewhiere, the forces of the modern world: are
shaking old ways and wprooting anéient -civilizations.
There will be turbulence and stuggle and even violence.
Great social change—as we see in our own COUNLYy nOW-—
does not always come withourconflicr. . . .

Questions

1. What, according to Johnson, underlies the war in Vietnam?

2. What are Ameriea’s objectives in Vietnam? Why must the United States persevere
in seeking to attain them? Do any of Johnson’s arguments draw on earlier Ameri-
can experience and policies?

3. Why do you think Johnson discusses “the work of peace” in his speech?

-
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29-3  Jojnig t}_le Anti-War Morefight (1967)
" 12

e I Ty )
iartin Luther King Jrr/ As eaﬁl_y”as the sumdier of 1963, ngMa?tin’ Lucher King Jr. (1929-1968). had ques-
tioned American egéalation of the-#ar in Viétnam, but it was not,uiffil early' 1967 that

S}e"(broka with the Johnson administratich regacding Americin involvement in that
/ ~conflict. On Mafch 30, bepween anti-war speeches in Los:&ngeles and Clhicago (where

L

York Times, In th

~

< he participated in his first anti-war mareh) and two @dd?esscsin New }’brL City (oneat
/' an and-warﬁ:mons}_:‘ation), Dr Kiﬂ’g’sw_as‘ interyitwed by John Hefbers of the New
o g'interview, Dr. King made-€lear the connectiogs bchve;u the war
abroad ar(d the plight of African Alnericans at home. Incidentally, bgth’the Student

Nonviolént Gdotdiniating Compmittes (SNCC) and the Congxéééfgﬁ‘Racial Equality
-'(CORE@& long since officially declared against the war. (On the context m which
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disordes, the Democrats’ nomination of Vice-President Hubert Humphrey for president
in riat-torn Chicago, and the independent presidential candidacy of Governor George
C. Wallace of Alabama. In the end, Richard Nixon, the Republicans’ presidential nom-

__inee, defeated Humphrey and Wallace. Although_the Democrats-retained-control-of-

Congress, their coalition had been shattered in the national race (see text pp. 961-964).
The presidency was now Richard Nixon’s, but so was the American war in Vietnam.
The long road home was just that, long and, like 1968, difficult and painful, too.
President Nixon’s policy of Vietnamization increased South Vietnamese involvement
and reduced American involvement in the ground war, but Americans continued to
fight and die in Southeast Asia, over 20,000 falling between 1969 and 1973. Viet-

namization also involved an intensification of America’s aerial bombing campaign in . |

the war and, together with South Vietnamese troops, an invasion of Cambodia (1970)
to root out enemy bases. This “incursion” touched off campus anti-war demonstra-
tions, which escalated beyond earlier protests when Ohio national guardsmen killed
students at Kent State University and Mississippi state policemen did likewise at Jack-
son State University, a black school. Strikes, arson, and bombings forced the closing of
numerous campuses (see Figure 29-1, text p. 946, 964-968). Still, America’s long war
in Vietnam did end, in 1973, and two years later, Vietnam’s even longer civil war also
ended, in victory for North Vietnam’s Communists. The costs of the war, human and
material, ran high for Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos and for the United States. The
war’s wounds would be long in healing (see text pp. 968-972). ‘
Documents 29-10 and 29-11 provide war policy statements by President Nixon,
the first on Vietnamization and the Nixon Doctrine, the second justifying the invasion

of Cambodia. Document 29-12 recounts the return to the United States from Vietnam - |

of an army nurse. Document 29-13 conveys the words of a mother to her son, fifteen
years after his death in Vietnam.

Richard Nixon

29-10 Vietnamization and the Nixon Doctrine (1969)

Addressing Americans on November 3, 1969, President Richard Nixon (1913-1994)
made the case for his administration’s policy in Vietnam (Vietnamization) and, more
broadly, Asia (the Nixon Doctrine). (See text pp. 964-967; also Figure 29-1, p. 946.)

Source: Department of State Bulletin, November 24, 1969,

Let me briefly explain what has been described as the
Nixon doctrine—a policy which not only will help end the
war in Viet-Nam but which is an essential element of our
program to prevent future Viet-Nams.

We Americans are a do-it-yourself people. We are an
. impatient people. Instead of teaching someone else to'do a
job, we like to do it ourselves, And this trait has been car-
ried over into our foreign policy.

In Korea and again in Viet-Nami, the United States fur-
nished most of the money, most of the arms, and most of
the men to help the people of those countries defend their
freedom against Communist aggression. '

-3

Before any American troops were committed to Viet-
Nam, a leader of another Asian country expressed this
opinion to me when I was traveling in Asia as a private cit-
izen, He said: “When you are trying to assist another na-
tion defend its freedom, U.S. policy should be to help them
fight the war, but not to fight the war for them.”

Well, in accordance with this wise counsel, I laid down
in Guam three principles as guidelines for future American
policy toward Asia:

—TFirst, the United States will keep all of its treaty
commitments.

|

|
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—Second, we shall provide a shield if a nuclear power

atens the freedom of 2 nation allied with us or of a na-
uon whose survival we consider vital to our security.

—Third, in cases involving other types of aggression,

—1 can order an immediate, precipitate withdrawal of
all Americans from Viet-Nam without regard to the effects
of that action.

—Or we can persist-in our search for a just peace,

" ‘we shall firnish military and economic assistance when re-

quested in accordance with our treaty commitments. But
we shall look to the nation directly threatened to assume
the primary responsibility of providing the manpower for
its defense. . ..

The defense of freedom is everybody’s business—not
just America’s business. And it is particularly the responsi-
bility of the people whose freedom is threatened. In the
previous administration we Americanized the war in Viet-
Nam. In this administration we are Vietnamizing the
search for peace.

The policy of the previous administration not only re-
sulted in our assuming the primary responsibility for fight-
ing the war but, even more significantly did not adequately
stress the goal of strengthening the South Vietnamese so
that they could defend themselves when we left.

The Vietamization plan was launched following Sec-
retary [of Defense Melvin R.] Laird’s visit to Viet-Nam in
March. Under the plan, I ordered first a substantial in-
crease in the training and equipment of South Vietnamese
forces.

In July, on my visit to Viet-Nam, I changed General

“.ams’ orders so that they were consistent with the ob-
jectives of our new policies. Under the new orders, the pri-
mary mission of our troops is to enable the South Viet-
namese forces to assume the full responsibility for the
security of South Viet-Nam. . ..

We have adopted a plan which we have worked out in
cooperation with the South Vietnamese for the complete
withdrawal of all U.S. combat ground forces and their re-
placement by South Vietnamese forces on an orderly
scheduled timetable. This withdrawal will be made from
strength and not from weakness. As South Vietnamese
forces become stronger, the rate of American withdrawal
can.become greater. . . .

If the level of infiltration or our casualties increase
while we are trying to scale down the fighting, it will be the
result of a conscious decision by the enemy.

Hanoi could make no greater mistake than to assume
that an increase in violence will be to its advantage. If I
conclude that increased enemy action jeopardizes our re-
maining forces in Viet-Nam, I shall not hesitate to take
strong and effective measures to deal with that situation.

This is not a threat. This is a statement of policy which
as Commander in Chief of our Armed Forces I am making
in meeting my responsibility for the protection of Ameri-
can fighting men wherever they may be.

My fellow Americans, I am sure you can recognize
r.um what I have said that we really only have two choices
open to us if we want to end this war:

~through 4 negotiated Settlement it possible of through con-
tinued implementation of our plan for Vietnamization if
necessary—a plan in which we will withdraw all of our
forces from Viet-Nam on a schedule in accordance with
our program, as the South Vietnamese become strong
enough to defend their own freedom.

1 have chosen this second course. It is not the easy
way. It is the right way. It is a plan which will end the war
and serve the cause of peace, not just in Viet-Nam but in
the Pacific and in the world.

In speaking of the consequences-of a precipitate with-
drawal, I mentioned that our allies would lose confidence
in America.

Far more dangerous, we would lose confidence in our-
selves. Oh, the immediate reaction would be a sense of re-
lief that our men were coming home. But as we saw the
consequences of what we had done, inevitable remorse and
divisive recrimination would scar our spirit as a people. . . .

If [the plan for peace] does succeed, what the critics
say now wor’t matter. If it does not succeed, anything I'say
then won’t matter.

I know it may not be fashionable to speak of patrio-
tism or national destiny these days, But I feel it is appropri-
ate to do $o on this occasion,

Two hundred years ago this nation was weak and
poor. But even then, America was the hope of millions in
the world. Today we have become the strongest and richest
nation in the world, The wheel of destiny has turned so
that any hope the world has for the survival of peace and
freedom will be determined by whether the American peo-
ple have the moral stamina and. the courage to meet the
challenge of free-world leadership.

Let historians not record that when America was. the
most powerful nation in the world we passed on the other
side of the road and allowed the last hopes for peace and
freedom of millions of people to be suffocated by the
forces of totalitarianism.

And so tomight—to you, the great silent majority of
my fellow Americans—I ask for your support. -

I pledged in my campaign for the Presidency to end the
war in a way that we could win the peace. T have initiated 2
plan of action which will enable me to keep that pledge.

The more support [ can have from the American peo-
ple, the sooner that pledge can be redeemed; for the more
divided we are at home, the legs likely the ememy is to ne-
gotiate at Paris.

Let us be united for peace. Let us also be united
against defeat, Because Jet us understand: North Viet-Nam
cannot defeat or humiliate the United States. Only Ameri-
caps can do that.
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Textbook pages 879-884

What was the policy of “flexible doctrine”?

Crisis over Cuba & Crisis over Berlin
Fill out the following chart.

What nations
were involved Actions of How did this
Region and what Actions of U.S Communist event increase
ideologies did Nations tensions of the
they support? Cold War?
Cuba
Berlin

Pg. 887 Race to the Moon

How did the “Space Race” demonstrate Cold War tensions?

o




For Chapter 30 - pages 936-970 in textbook

Terms & Names
For each term or name below, write a sentence explaining its connection to the Vietnam War
years.

Ho Chi Minh

Ngo Dinh Diem
Vietcong

William Westmoreland
Napalm

Tet Offensive

Robert Kennedy

Henry Kissinger
Vietnamization
Pentagon Papers

For each chapter section, answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.

“Moving Toward Conflict”
1. How did the Tonkin Gulf Resolution lead to greater U.S involvement in Vietnam?
2. What was President Eisenhower’s explanation of the domino theory?

“U.§ Involvement and Escalation”
3. Why did so much of the American public and many in Johnson support U.S escalation in
Vietnam?
4, Why did the war begin to lose support at home? What contributed to the sinking morale of
the U.S troops?

“A Nation Divided”
5. Explain how the United States was sharply divided between sharks & doves:

“1968 - A Tumultuous Year”
6. Why did American support for the war change after the Tet offensive?

“The End of the War and Its Legacy”
7. Briefly describe the military conflict in Vietnam soon after the last U.S combat troops
departed in 1973:
8. List the immediate effects and more lasting legacies of America’s involvement in the
Vietnam War:

—-66-—
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Speech at West Point
President George W. Bush
June 1, 2002

...In your last year America was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy. You graduate from
this academy in a time of war, taking your place in an Ametican military that is powerful and is
honorable,

Our wat on terrot is only begun...This war will take may turns we cannot ptedict. Yet I'm certain of
this: Wherever we carty it the Ametican flag will stand not only for our power but for freedom.

Our nation's cause has always been larger than our nation's defense. We fight as we always fight, for a
just peace. A peace that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from terrorists
and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good relations among the great powers. And we
will extend the peace by encouraging free and open societies on every continent,

Building this just peace is America's opportunity and America's duty. From this day forward it is your
challenge as well. And we will meet this challenge together.

You weat the uniform of a great and unique country. America has no empire to extend ot utopia to
establish. We wish for others only what we wish for ourselves: safety from violence, the rewards of
liberty and the hope for a better life.

In defending the peace we face a threat with no precedent. Enemies in the past needed great atmies
and great industrial capabilities to endanger the American people and our nation.

The attacks of September the 11th required a few hundred thousand dollats in the hands of a few
dozen evil and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at much less than the
cost of a single tank,

The dangers have not passed. This government and the Ametican people ate on watch. We are ready.
Because we know that terrorists have more money and mote men and more plans.

The gravest danget to freedom lies at the perilous crosstoads of radicalism and technology. When the
spread of chemical and biological and nuclear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, when
that occuts even weak states and small groups could attain a catastrophic powet to strike great

" nations.

Our enemies have declared this very intention and have been caught seeking these tertible weapons.
They want the capability to blackmail us ot to harm us ot to harm our friends. And we will oppose
them with all our power.

For much of the last century America's defense relied on the cold war doctrines of deterrence and
containment. In some cases those strategies still apply. But new threats also require new thinking,

Deterrence, the promise of massive retaliation against nations, means nothing against shadowy
terrotist networks with no nation ot citizens to defend. Containment is not possible when
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unbalanced dictators with weapons of mass destruction can deliver those weapons on missiles or
sectetly provide them to terrorist allies.

We cannot defend America and our friends by hoping for the best. We cannot put our faith in the
word of tyrants who solemnly sign nonproliferation treaties and then systematically break them. If we
wait for threats to fully materialize we will have waited too long.

Homeland defense and missile defense are patt of a stronger secutity. They're essential priotities for
America,

Yet the war on terror will not be won on the defensive. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt
his plans and confront the worst threats before they emerge.

In the world we have entered the only path to safety is the path of action. And this nation will act.

Our security will require the best intelligence to reveal threats hidden in caves and growing in
laboratories. Our secutity will require modernizing domestic agencies, such as the F.B.I, so they are

- prepared to act and act quickly against danger. Our security will require transforming the military you
will lead. A military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice in any dark corner of the world.
And our security will require all Americans to be forward looking and tesolute, to be ready for
preemptive action when necessaty to defend our libetty and to defend our lives,

The work ahead is difficult. The choices we will face are complex. We must uncovet terrorist cells in
60 ot more countries using every tool of finance, intelligence and law enforcement.

Along with our friends and allies we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor
terror as each case requites. Some nations need military training to fight terror and we will provide it.
Other nations oppose terror but tolerate the hatred that leads to terror and that must change.

We will send diplomats whete they are needed. And we will send you, our soldiers, where you're
needed.

All nations that decide for aggtession and terror will pay a ptice. We will not leave the safety of
America and the peace of the planet at the mercy of a few mad terrotists and tyrants, We will lift this
dark threat from our countty and from the world.

Because the war on terror will require resolve and patience, it will also require firm moral putpose. In
this way our struggle is similar to the cold war. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a
cteed of power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose a joyless
conformity, to control every life and all of life.

America confronted imperial communism in many different ways: diplomatic, economic and military.
Yet moral clarity was essential to our victory in the cold wat.

When leadets like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss over the brutality of tyrants
they gave hope to ptisoners and dissidents and exiles and rallied free nations to a great cause.

Some wotty that it is somehow undiplomatic ot impolite to speak the language of right and wrong. I
disagtee. Different circumstances require different methods but not different moralities. Moral truth
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is the same in every culture, in every time and in every place. Targeting innocent civilians for murder
is always and everywhere wrong, Brutality against women is always and everywhere wrong,

Thete can be no neutrality between justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty, We ate
in a conflict between good and evil. And America will call evil by its name.

By conftronting evil and lawless regimes we do not create a problem, we treveal a problem. And we
will lead the wotld in opposing it.

As we defend the peace we also have an historic opportunity to preserve the peace. We have our best
chance since the rise of the nation state in the 17th century to build a world where the great powers
compete in peace instead of prepare for war.

Today, from the Middle East to South Asia, we'te gathering broad intesnational coalitions to increase
the pressure for peace. We must build strong and great power relations when times are good to help
manage crises when times ate bad.

America needs partners to preserve the peace. And we will work with every nation that shares this
noble goal.

And finally, America stands for more than the absence of war. We have a great opportunity to extend
a just peace by replacing poverty, reptession and resentment around the world with hope of a better
day.

The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all in the United States Army you
will stand between yout fellow citizens and grave danger. You will help establish a peace that allows
millions around the world to live in liberty and to grow in prosperity. You will face times of calm and
times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared because you'te the men and women of West
Point.
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29.12 and

29,13 Competing
Views of Clvil
Turmoll in Somalia,
1992 and 1983
Photographs like this
one of a starving
Somall woman and
child prompted
Amerlcans to
demand that the
Unlted States send
troops to end the
clvll war responsible
for the famine. A
year later, angered
by a photograph of

. Somall rebels

dragging the corpse

- of an Amerloan

soldler through the
streets, Amerlcans
called for the return
of U.S. troops. Both
Images encouraged
Americans fo view
Afrloan nations as
dysfunctional places
where famine and
fighting were
endemic,

Ethnic Cleansing

B DOWA@

New Threats in the
Post—Cold War World

9 Access to oil in the Middle East remained critical to the American econom
throughout the 1990s and 2000s. Containing Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein
presented an ongoing challenge for President Bill Clinton and President
George W. Bush. Ethnic cleansing in Bastern Europe and Africa raised
additional questions of much responsibility American should assume to
prevent massacres worldwide, When Islamic fundamentalist terrorists attacked U.S, targets

overseas and at home, competing visions also arose over how to best defend the nation from
this new threat.

Gilded Age (see Chapter 17) and Dorothea Lange
during the Depression (see Chapter 22) to rally

" popular support for aiding the poor, President George

" H. W. Bush responded to the public outcry by sending

U.S. troops to help UN peacekeepers restore order,
aid that incoming president Bill Clinton continued,
Public opinion shifted dramatically in 1993 when
news cammeras captured the image of cheering Somalis
dragging the corpse of an American soldier through
the streets of Mogadishu, the capital city of Somalia,
after rebel Somali warlords downed a U.S, Black
‘Hawk helicopter (29.13), The public now demanded

and Terrorism

In the 1990s the nation faced a new foreign policy
dilemma; when to iritercede on humanitarian
grounds to stop massacres in parts of the world
strategically unimportant to the United States. In 1992
images of a civil-war induced famine in Somalia, a
country in East Africa, flooded American airwaves
and newspapers, This image of a Somali woman and
her starving child (28.12) echoed the Madonna and
child compositions used by Jacob Riis during the

| cduod etal WLWW@%
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an immediate withdrawal, and Clinton complied, The
UN withdrew its troops as well, and years of anarchy
in Somalia followed. Reluctant to put American
s ts'lives in jeopardy again, Clinton proceeded
cauuously in April 1994 when Hutus, the majority
‘ethnic group in Rwanda, another Bast African nation,
unleashed a one-hundred-day genocidal rampage that
killed 800,000 Tutsis, a minority ethic group. This
time Clinton came under attack for failing to
intervene decisively with force. o
The photo of Sbmalis desecrating the corpse of

an American soldier had other repercussions as
well, Osama bin Laden, the Saudi exile who headed
al-Qaeda, a fundamentalist Islamic terrorist organ-

" ization, concluded that terrorist attacks against the

" United States would work because Americans had

. no stomach for casualties, “One American pilot was

" dragged in the streets of Mogadishu [and] you

: Jeft. . .. the extent of your impotence and weak-

. nesses became very clear;” he jeered in 1996. Such

. pronouncenents caused Paul Watson, the phato-

. journalist who took the Pulitzer-prize winning

: image, to conclude that the “storm of outrage” over
 his photo taught terrorists that they could rely on

| publicity in the Western media to amplify the impact
- of their terrorist attacks,

! During his first few years in office, Clinton also
s++o formulate a response to “ethnic cleansing,’
atentional mass killing of one ethnic group by
another, in the Balkans, a mountainous region of
southeastern Europe. When Communist Yugoslavia

| dissolved in 1991, ethnic and religious differences

| provoked a civil war among Croatia, Bosnia, and
Serbia, all former parts of Yugoslavia, Clinton resisted
intervening until July 1995 when Serbian forces forced
| 25,000 Bosnian Muslim women and children to leave
the town of Srebrenica, and murdered the 7,500

. Muslim men and boys who remained behind. The

' United States participated in North American Treaty

. Organization (NATO) air strikes of Sexbian military

' positions and helped broker the 1995 Dayton Peace
 Accords, which settled disputed territorial boundaries
' and placed NATO troops (including Americans) on

‘ the ground as peacekeepers.

Preoccupied with humanitarian tragedies

' overseas, Americans paid less attention in the early
- 1990s to signs that the terrorist threat was moving

- closer to home. Many residents in Arab nations saw
| the United.States and Israel as one, blaming both

- for taking away land that rightfully belonged to the
‘ Palestinians, A spate of overseas hostage-takings

" and plane hijackings in the 1970s and 1980s kept

- rab-Istaeli conflict in the news. In 1993

i
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Kuwaitt and Iragi-born terrorists exploded a
massive car bomb in the parking garage of the
World Trade Center, two towering skyscrapers
located in the heart of New York City’s financial
district that housed governmental agencies and
companies involved in foreign trade. The ex-
plosion killed six people and created a six-story

hole in the grotnd. The FBI captured the culprits

easily when one tried to recover his deposit from
a car rental agency for the van used in the attack:
Reassured that law enforcement agencies had
done their job and that the terrorists were inept,
the public and government quickly forgot the

- incident,

But al-Qaeda, which maintained training bases
in Afghanistan, resolved to try again, Determined to
launch a jihad, or holy war against Western non-
believers, bin Laden relied on his family’s fortune and
large donations from individuals in Saudi Arabia to
construct a clandestine terrorist network that recruited
disciples from the Middle East, Asia, and Africa,

‘Not all terrorist threats during this period
originated overseas. On April 19, 1995, Timothy
McVeigh parked a rental truck filled with explosives

'in front of a federal building in Oklahoma City. The

blast killed 168 people, including many children in

- the building’s day care center, and wounded 800

McVeigh and his accomplice Terry Nichols viewed
the attack as payback for the federal government’s
recent assaults against private paramilitary groups
and their rural compounds filled with large caches
of weapons. Militia supporters like McVeigh rejected
any legal restriction on their Second Amendment
right to bear arms, citing gun laws as just one ex-
ample of government tyranny, The attack stunned
the country and remained the deadliest terrorist
attack against American civilians until 9/11, -
Meanwhile al-Qaeda made plans to attack U.S.
targets overseas, Issuing a fatwa, or death sentence,
against all Americans, bin Laden demanded that the
United States remove its troops from Saudi Arabia
(stationed there since the 1991 Persian Gulf War)
and end its support of Israel. “It is more important
for Muslims to kill Americans than other infidels,”
bin Laden declared. This pronouncement was more
than rhetoric. In August 1998 al-Qaeda terrorists
bombed the U.S, embassies in Nairobi, the capital
of Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, a city in Tanzania,
Clinton ordered an immediate retaliatory attack, and
tomahawk cruise missiles rained down on eight
al-Qaeda training camps in Afghanistan and ona
pharmaceutical plant in Sudan accused of supplying
bin Laden with chemical weapons, |
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?f:[c} :C"l;fr\ﬁe\:VmId The president’s advisors presented Clinton with would turn him into a martyr whose death
Collapses a set of competing views over the next step to take. fundamentalists would certainly avenge. Faced with
Clinton’s antiterrorist advisor recommended these conflicting views, Clinton chose instead to rely

T “ahotograph
- yedthe panic  continuing the bombing until the Taliban, Afghan- on the CIA to thwart terrorist attacks against U.S,

}2@;??\;2?\?};‘2{:#32 is:can’s fundamentalist Isle}mic government, turned targets overseas, These covert agents uncovered
rbble and smoke  bin Laden over fo the United . ~ several planned attacks but fafled to prevent al-
from the collapsing ~ States, Pentagon officials Qaeda from sending a small explosive-laden boat
World Trade Center  5pposed sustained bombing, into the side of an American navel vessel, th
towers rained down » the US§
on the strests. worrled that mounting Cole, which was anchoted near the Middle Eastern
civilian ca_sualties would country of Yemen, The October 12, 2000, assanlt
inflame anti-American killed seventeen sailors and injured forty more.
sentiments throughout th Clinton left office still waiting for verification that
Middle Bast, Assassinating al-Qaeda was behind this attack. Incoming President
bin Laden, others argued, George W, Bush received that confirmation, but
had not yet settled on a clear policy response when
al-Qaeda struck again on September, 11, 2001,

9/11
On the morning of September 11,2001, in an attack
that became known as 9/11, nineteen terrorists
operating from al-Qaeda cells located inside the
United States hijacked four planes. The terrorists,
from Saudi Arabia, Bgypt, Lebanon, and the United
Arab Emijrates, flew two planes into the Wotld Trade
Center towers, and a third into the Pentagon, The
fourth plane crashed in Shanksville, Pennsylvania,
after the passengers seized control of the cockpit,
thwarting the texrorist plan to fly the plane into the
Capitol. On this “day of terror,” Americans watched
in hotror as the World Trade Center towers
crumbled, causing rescue workers, victims, and
onlookers to run for safety as the massive structures
collapsed in a heap (20.14). A total 0f 2,973 people
died in the attacks. :
President Bush immediately announced that “we
will make no distinction between the terrorists who
committed these acts and those who harbor them.”
He issued an ultimatum to Afghanistan’s Taliban
government: turn over al-Qaeda members living
there, including bin Laden, or face invasion, The
Taliban refused, Recelving overwhelming support
from Congress, the American, people, and most
foreign nations, the United States attacked
Afghanistan on October 7,2001, U.S, forces first.
bombed al-Qaeda training camps and arms depots,
and then joined with the Northern Alliance, an
Afghan rebel group, to drive the Taliban from power.
The two-month conflict failed, however, to capture
bin Laden, who had lilely escaped into the
mountains of neighboring Pakistan with help from
Pakistani sympathizers,
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Most Americans had supported thé invasion, but
a growing number grew uneasy about how the Bush
administration was conducting the war, These critics
accused Bush of condoning torture by allowing

CIA agents to use water-boarding, an interrogation
"4 tactic that simulated drowning, in an effort to ex-

‘;‘ tract information from captured al-Qaeda suspects
= held prisoner at the U.S, naval base in Guantdnamo

Bay in Cuba The decision to incarcerate cap-

L0

controversy.

Responding to criticism that the nations secur ity
agencies had failed to prevent the 9/11 attack, the
president created the Department of Homeland
Security, a new umbrella organization that housed the
- nation’s intelligence-gathering and law enforcement
agencies, He also secured congressional approval for -
© the 2001 Patriot Act, a law that greatly expanded the
;3 government’s investigative and police powers, Critics
. soon attacked the law as an unconstitutional assault
! on. -clvil liberties. This 2002 Pulitzer Prize~winning

“a
i
)

political cartoon (29.15) by Clay Bennett exposed a
familiar wartime dilemma—how to protect the
nation against enemy agents operating on Ametican
soil while simultaneously safeguarding the privacy
rights of Americans. In the cartoon determined
federal workers remove planks from a couple’s home
to build a security fence, exposing their personal
lives to public scrutiny. In the weeks after the 9/11
attacks, the FBI arrested hundreds of Arabs and
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29.15 Security
vetsus Privacy,
2002,

This cartoon sug-
gests that Invading
the privacy of
Americans under the
gulise of increasing
security reduced,
rather than Im-
proved, thelr
standard of living.

Muslims in an effort to destroy any remaining al-
Qaeda cells in the United States, Acting hastily, and
often on flimsy evidence, resulting in innocent
people getting caught up in the FBI dragnet and
some spent substantial periods in jail before being
released, Scores of Arab Americans, like Japanese
Americans in World War II, hung American flags
outside their businesses to counter lingering
suspicions that all Muslims were terrorists, In 2007 a
federal court overturned parts of the Patriot Act that
made it easier for the government to secure search
warrants and Internet and phone records.
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CHAPTER 29 BUILDING A NEW WORLD ORDER THE UNITED STATES, 1989 2009

The Iraq War

. America’s “war on terror” soon spread to Iraq,
Containing Hussein’s ambition to acquire weapons
of mass destruction (nuclear, chemical, and
biological weapons) had been an ongoing issue since
~ the end of the 1991 Persian Gulf War, In 1998 the
UN halted its weapons inspection program after
Hussein refused to continue cooperating, President
Clinton-subsequently.authorized Operation Desert
Fox, a four-day bombing campaign in December
1998 against one hundred Iraqi military targets to
punish Hussein and destroy any weapons he was
hiding, Neoconservatives publicly urged Clinton to
male removing Hussein a key goal of American
foreign policy, They had the chance to advance their
views more forcefully once Bush appointed key
neoconservatives to defense-related positions,
including Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
and Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz.

This core of key neoconservative defense policy
advisors included Vice President Dick Cheney.
Reversing his previous stand when he had urged the
first President Bush to stop the Persian Gulf War
without attacking Bagdad, Cheney, along with
others, urged the president to attack Iraq while
public concern about national security remained
high, “Do we wait and hope he doesn’t do what we
know he is capable of, which is distributing weapons
of mass destruction to anonymous terrorists, or do
we take preemptive action?” asked neoconservative
Richard Perle, chairman of the Defense Policy
Board, These advisors championed the doctrine of
preemptive war, the notion that the United States
should remove hostile regimes with force before they
could pose a serious threat.

worried that a hostile fundamentalist Tslamic
government might replace Hussein’s secular regime,
fueling rather than dampening the terrorist threat
against the United States. “Better the devil we

know than the one we don’t,” one high-ranking
intelligence official reasoned. Choices and Con-
sequences: Launching a Preemptive War examines
the options before Bush as he made his decision

to attack Iraq.

Having privately resolved o' topple Hussem, Bush
began laying the groundwork for sending American
troops into Iraq, In September 2002 his-administra-
tion announced a new national security strategy, The
Bush Doctrine established the unilateral right to
attack nations that harbored terrorists, to launch
preemptive military strikes to prevent futare attack
on the United States, and to replace autocratic

. gbvernments with democratically elected ones. The

inclusion of preemptive war was new, but other parts
of the Bush Doctrine reiterated key principles
announced by Bush’s father when he defined a new
post—Cold War direction for American foreign policy
in 1992, Neoconservative Paul Wolfowitz played a key
role in both administrations, devising a-foreign
policy that aggressively protected America’s singular
status as the world’s strongest military power.

In building his case for war, the preéident
repeatedly claimed that Hussein possessed weapons
of mass destruction and had links to terrorist
organizations, including al-Qaeda, By the summer of
2002, this rhetoric had convinced 72 percent of the
American public of the falsehood that Hussein was
responsible for the 9/11 attacks, Working to win
support in the international community and at
home, Bush sought both a UN resolution demard-
ing that Iraq readmit weapons inspectors and a
congressional joint resolution authorizing the use
of force to'enforce UN mandates and remove the
“continuing threat” that Hussein posed. In arguing

LR .1»{

“Our security will require all Americans to
be forward-looking and resolute, to be ready
for preemptive am@n when necessary to

defend our liberty and to defend our lives.”

President GEORGE W, BUSH, announcing a shift in foreign
policy from containment to preemption, 2002

for war the administration pointed to secret cor-.
respondence between Irag and Niger provided by
Itallan intelligence agents indicating that between.
1999 and 2001 Hussein had tried to buy utranium
oxide, material used to build a nuclear bomb, from
Niger. Some CIA agents, including the envoy sent to
Niger'to investigate, privately doubted that Hussein
had made any direct overture to buy uraninm

from Niger, This charge, however, convinced wav-
ering Democrats to support the war, When the
International Atomic Energy Agency later anounced
that these letters were indeed forgeries, antiwar
advocates charged that Bush had deliberately misled
the country while' bulldmg his case for war.

State Department officials, especially Secretary
of State Colin Powell, disagreed. They offered a
competing vision that relied on the same Cold
War—era containment policies that had eventually
toppled the Soviet Union. Those urging restraint
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options,

Choices

Choices and ansequemces

'\ LAUNCHING A PREEMPTIVE WAR

In 2002 the Bush administration feared that Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein had acquired, or was on the verge of
acquiring, nuclear weapons and was actively developing chemical and biological weapons, President Bush worried
that once Hussein acquired a sizeable arsenal, he would use it against his neighbors, including Israel, and help
terrorists attack the United States, Facing a critical decision about how.to proceed, his advisors gave Bush-several- +.

Launch a preemptive war to
remove Husseln from power.

Work through the UN to Impose

economic sanctions and send
weapons inspectors to raq,

Suppott Iraqi exiles' plan to
organize a coup d'état that might
trlgger a mass uprising.

-i

Decision

In"February 2002 Bush decided to fight, He announced that
Husseln harbored weapons of mass destnuction and had
alded al-Qaeda. He made a half-hearted effort to work with the
UN to reconstitute the weapons inspection program halted In
1998, and secured support from a handful of potential allies if
the United States declared war, Announcing that Hussein hed -
. fused to cooperate with UN weapons Inspectors adsquately,
ine United States attacked Iraq on March 20, 2003,

N
Conseguences

Active combat opsrations lasted three weeks and
successfully removed Hussein from power, No weapons of
mass destruction were found. Iraq elected a democratic
govemment that struggled to contaln ethnlc and religious
strife. U.S. forces came under daity attack untll a surge of
troops In 2008 weakened rebel insurgencies.

- HIWE'RE INSPECTING
TO SEE IF THERE'S A

COMERENT 1IRAQ
POLICY.,

Looking for a coherent Iraq policy, Jack Ohman,

The Oregonian, 2002

| own soll,

Continuing Controversies

Was the fraq War justified?

Supporters of Bush's policles argued that removing
Hussein benefited the Iragl people and the world, Bullding
a stable, democratic and miitarlly weakened lrag was
necessary to protect American Interests In the strategically
and economically Important Perslan Guif, The 9/11 attacks
demonstrated that the United States must act aggressively
and presmpiively overseas to prevent future strikes an its

Critics argued that Bush misled the American pecple by

making false claims that Hussein possessed weapons of
mags destruction and had tles to a-Qaeda. The war made
America less secure by fanning anti-American sentiments In
the Middle East that helped al-Qaeda recruit and diverted
needed resources from the war in Afghanistan, where al-
Qaeda was regrouping. Preemptive war set a dangerous
precedent that lowered the threshold for declaring war to

simply feeling threatened by anqther nation.
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000 CHAPTER 29 BUILDING A NEW WORLD ORDER: THE UNITED STATES, 1988-2009

The Iraq War followed the same pattern as the

1991 Persian Gulf War—intense bombing followed
by a ground troop invasion, The bombing campaign
began on March 19, 2003, and within three weeks
American troops were in Baghdad. On April 10,
2003, USA Today was one of many newspapers and
television newscasts (29.16) showing an Iraqi crowd
enlisting the aid of U.S, Marines to pull down a

. huge statue of Hussein. “The toppling of Saddam

" Hussein’s statue in Baghdad will be recorded
alongside the fall of the Berlin Wall as one of the
great moments of liberty,” Bush subsequently
proclaimed. Although the event was initially seen
as emblematic of Iraqi happiness over the fall
of Hussein, subsequent reports suggested that
American army personnel had staged it in a square
across from the hotel housing international jour-
nalists to create a positive iconic image of the

T4 Pty AU Apponaybice I

Thursday, Aprit 10,2003

juilant‘crbwd

war similar to the World War IT image of

U.S. Marines raising the flag on Iwo Jima (see-
Chapter 23). The controversy over the picture
mirrored Americans’ ongoing debate over whethe,
the war was based on lies or was, as Bush and his
supporters maintained, spreading democracy to the
Middle Bast,

After active combat operations ceased, Americap
troops faced a host of problems that kept them in
Iraq. Widespread looting greeted the fall of Saddar ™
Hussein, who eluded capture until December 13, ..,
2003. He was held in prison, then put on trial and
executed on December 30, 2006, Restoring law ang
order and creating a new democratic government
proved difficult as Sunnis, Shiites, and Kurds divided
along ethnic and religious lines, American soldiers
caught up'in the emerging civil war provided
inviting targets for suicide bombers, while Iran and
al-Qaeda penetrated
Iraq to expand their
influence in the region,

Controversy over
the war continued at
home, especially when
scandalous photographs
taken by soldiers at the

s swarm US. troops as 3-week war

American-run Abu

. Ghraib prison circulated
in the mainstream
media and on the
Internet in 2004, While
interrogating prisoners
U.S. guards had taken
photos of the prisoners

Y B

topples regime; ‘Game

i

20,16 “Baghdad Falls,” April 10, 2003

Intial news reports spoke of jubllant crowds cheering as U.S. Marines helped them pull down &

status of Saddam Husseln, but later reports suggested that the army had staged the Inclident.
\
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is over; Iragi diplomat says-

forced into humiliating
sexual positions and
being threatened with
dogs. Some photos
showed smiling
American soldiers
standing beside beaten
and bloody corpses. As
with the 1968 My Lai
massacre in Vietnam
(see Chapter 26),
Americans held strong
competing visions on
what they felt the photos
represented, Some saw
rogue soldiers acting on
their own; others
blamed the president
for authorizing brutal
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interrogating techniques on suspected terrorists, -
Another group.sidestepped the moral question and
instead debated whether torture produced valuable.

" ‘nformation or simply encouraged suspects to say
- what interrogators wanted to hear,

When an influx of U.S. troops in 2008 reduced
insurgent attacks, the public’s views of the war

" improved, Debate nonetheless continued over how

long American troops would stay in Iraq and
whether the war had made the nation safer, How the
new president who entered the White House in 2009
would handle these questions remained to be seen.

The Election of 2008

In 2004 Bush successfully won reelection against
Democratic challenger Massachusetts senator John
Kerry, a Vietnam War veteran whose record both as a
decorated officer and peace activist came under
Republican attack during the campaign. Despite the
growing unpopularity of the war in Iraq, the fresh
memories of 9/11 bolstered Bush’s argument that
only he could adequately protect the nation against
terrorism. In a close election Bush won the popular

yote by 3 percent and captured the Electoral College

28610252,
By 2008, however, the president’s approval rates

.-had sunk to historic lows. These lows reflected the
* lation’s unease with its seemingly permanent

presence in Iraq and recoil at the White House’s
initial failure to react when Hurricane Katrina
devastated predominantly black New Otleans
neighborhoods in 2005, In the 2008 presidential
contest, Democrat and Republican candidates all
repudiated the Bush administration and ran
campaigns that promised change.

The election soon assumed-historic dimensions
when Hillary Rodham Clinton, the former First Lady
and now a senator from New York, announced her
candidacy. Clinton had a long record of public

-service dedicated to healthcare issues, but her initial

support for the war in Iraq angered staunch antiwar
Democrats. First-term Illinois senator Barack
Obama, the forty-seven-year-old son of a white
woman from Kansas and an African father, astutely
campaigned on his own consistent opposition to the

war, When the crowded Democratic field narrowed

to Clinton and Obama, the 2008 election was
guaranteed to make history. For the first time either

_a woman or an African American would head the

national Democratic Party ticket. At the end of a
bruising primary battle, Obama prevailed and
became the Democratic nominee. Fervent Clinton

supporters, holding fast to their dream of electing
the first female president, for the moment appeared
reluctant to switch allegiances to Obama.

In the general election Obama faced Republican
John McCain, a former military pilot whom the
Communist Vietnamese had held captive for six
years during the Vietnam War, The seventy-two-
year-old sénator from Arizona had developed a
reputation as a maverick for occasionally breaking
ranks:with: fellow Republicans, Hoping to make
some history of his own, and perhaps woo some
Clinton supporters, McCain selected Alaska
governor Sarah Palin as his running mate—only the

-second time that a woman had received this honor.

Obama pledged to end the war in Iraq quickly
and roll back the Bush-era tax cuts for the wealthy,
while McCain supported both. Debate over the Iraq
War faded when a cascade of bank and insurance
company failures sent the stock market info a
tailspin, In the midst of the crisis, economists offered
the following explanation for the downturn that
future investigations may or may not confirm.

© During the last five years, as housing prices rose

dramatically and Congtess deregulated the banking
and financial industries, banks had made numerous
risky loans that let some people purchase homes
they could not afford, and Wall Street brokers had
invested heavily in mortgage-backed securities,
When housing prices started declining in the

‘summer of 2007, the dominos began to fall, Bank

foreclosures on people who could not pay their

" mortgages increased, and even more ominously, the

declining value of mortgage-backed securities
threatened to bankrupt leading Wall Street

firms, wiping out many Americans’ retirement
investments. Trying to stabilize the mortgage
market, the government took over two leading
lenders, Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae, Treasury
Secretary Henry Paulson refused to intervene when
Lehman Brothers, a major investment firm, went
bankrupt in September 2008: This bankruptcy sent
shock waves through the financial sector, Credit
markets froze as banks stopped lending and
investors began moving money from stocks and
bonds to government-backed Treasury notes.

By mid-September the Bush administration |
decided that an infusion of $700 billion was needed
to unfreeze the credit markets and stop the stock
market’s freefall, Enraged House Republicans
revolted. In their view the government “bail-out”
used taxpayer money to reward bad behavior. Many
Dernocrats accepted the competing view that the
government would recoup this money when the
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in the Gulf War of 1991. Hussein's opponents charged that he had flouteq
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sionally bombed Iragi military -sites in retaliation for Hussein's lack of
cooperation with UN weapons ingpectozs, '
From the outset of the Bush administration, a group of conservative policy-
makers including Vice President Dick Cheney, Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld, and Deputy Defense Secretary Paul D. Wolfowitz were determined
to oust Hussein from power. They developed a military strategy toactomplish
this—massive initial air strikes followed by invasion by a relatively small
number of troops. They insisted that the oppressed Iragi people would wel-
come an American armj'zgs liberators and quickly establish a democratic gov-
ermment, allowing for the early departure of American soldiexs. This group
seized on the opportunity presented by the attacks of September 11 to press
their case, and President Bush adopted their outlook. Secretary of State Colin
Powell, who believed the conciuest and stabilization of Iraq would require
hundreds of thousands of American soldiers and should not be undertaken
without the support of America’s allies, found himself marginalized in the
" administration. '
Even though Hussein was not an Islamic fundamentalist, and no known
evidence linked him to the terrorist attacks of September 171, the Bush
administration in 2002 announced a goal of “regime change” in Iraq

Steve Benson’s 2003 cartoon, which alters
a renowned World War II photograph

of soldiers raising an American flag,
illustrates widespread skepticism about

\ American motivations in the Iraq War. Hussein, administration spokesmen insisted, must be ousted from power
i because he had developed an arsenal of chemical and bac-
Py terial “weapons of mass destruction” and was seeking to

' “\ o i 3"’. - acquire nuclear arms. American newspaper and television

\’\’,’%é “*"\ journalists repeated these claims with almost no inde-

W ¢ ® pendent investigation. The UN Security Council agreed to

:;\/ | : step up weapons inspections, but the Bush administration

\ soon " declared that inspectoIs could never uncover

Hussein's military capabilities, Early in 2003, despite his
original misgivings, Secretary of State Powell delivered 2
speech before the UN outlining the administration’s case.
He claimed that Hussein possessed a mobile chemical
weapons laboratory, had hidden weapons of mass destruc-
tion jn his many palaces, and was seeking to acquire urani-
um in Africa to build nuclear weapons. (Every one of these
assertions later turned out to be false) Shortly after
Powell’s address, the president announced his intention ©
go to war with or without thexapproval of the United
Mations. Congress passed a resolution authorizing the
president to use force if he deemed it necessary.

A

e

]

THE IRAQ WAR

The decision to go to war split the Western alliance and
inspired a massive antiwar movement throughout the
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world, In February 2003, BetWeen 10 million and 15 million
people across the globe demonstrated against the impending
war., There were large-scale protests in the United States,
‘which brought together veterans of the antiwar movement
during the Vietnam era and a diverse group of young activists
united in the belief that launching a war against a nation
because it might pose a security threat in the future violated
1nternat10nal law and the UN Charter. e
Foreign policy “realists,” including members of previous
Republican administrations like Brent Scowcroft, the national
ecurity adviser under the first President Bush, warned that
'the administration’s preoccupation with Iraq deflected atten-
on from its real foe, Al Qaeda, which remained capable of
Jaunching terrorist attacks. They insisted that the United
tates could not unilaterally transform the Middle East into a
astion of democracy, as the administration claimed was its
ong-term aim.
Both traditional foes of the United States like Russia and
China, and traditional allies like Germany and France, refused
o support a “preemptive” strike against Iraq. Many Americans
resented international criticism. Some restaurants stopped
selling French wines, and the Senate dining room renamed
french fries as “freedom fries,” recalling the rechristening of
items with Gexman names during World War 1.
Unable to obtain approval from the United Nations for
attacking Iraq, the United States went to war anyway in March
2003, with Great Britain as its sole significant ally. President
Bush called the war “Operation Iraqi Freedom.” Its purpose, he
31 ideclared, was to “defend our freedom” and “bring freedom to
others.” The Hussein regime proved no match for the American armed
i forces, with thelr prec1smn bombing, satelhte -guided mlssﬂes and well-

ter hiding out for several months, Hussein was captured by American
3 forces and subsequently put on trial before an Iragi court. Late in 2006, he

as found guilty of ordering the killing of many Iraqis during his reign,
nd was sentenced to death and executed.

NOTHER VIETNAM?

4 Soon after the fall of Baghdad, a triumphant President Bush appeared in.an
{1 force flight suit on the deck of an aircraft carrier beneath a banner read-

hg “Mission Accomplished.” But after the fall of Hussein, everything
éemed to go wrong, Rather than parades welcoming American liberators,
ooting and chaos followed the fall of the Iragi regime, With too few
American troops to establish order, mobs promptly sacked libraries, muse-
ms, government offices, and businesses, and seized caches of weapons. An
surgency quickly developed that targeted American soldiers and Iragis
Ooperating with them: Sectarian violence soon swept throughout Iraq,
With militias of Shiite and Sunni Muslims fighting each other. (Under
BuSSein, Sunnis, a minority of Iraq's population, had dominated the gov-
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Part of the massive crowd that gathered in
New York City on February 15, 2003, a
day of worldwide demonstrations against

. the impending war against Iraq.
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‘Oil fields
'Air bases
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Since World War II, the United Stdtes has
become more and more deeply involved in
the affairs of the Middle East, whose
countries are together the world’s largest
exporter of oil.

exact revenge.) Despite holding a number of elections in Iraq, the United
States found it impossible to create an Iragi government strong enough to
impose order on the country. By 2006, American intelligence agencies co™
cluded, Iraq had become what it had not been before—a haven for terro
ists bent on attacking Americans,
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17 quick military and long-term political success. The war’s architects *

ow did the war in Irati u'nfokl'd in the wake of 9/1x? _v

Fewer than 200 American soldiers died in the initial phase of the
Iraq War. But by the end of 2006, Iraq stood at the brink of civil war.
American deaths had reached nearly 3,000, with 20,000 or more
wounded. According to the estimates of U.S, and Iraqi scientists, hun-
dreds of thousands of Iragis, most of them civilians, had also died, and
tens of thousands more had fled to neighboring countries seeking
safety. Initially, the Bush administration had estimated that the war
would cost $60 billion, to be paid for largely by Iraq’s own oil rev-
enues. By early 2006, expenditures had reached $200 billion and were
 climbing fast, and the insurgency prevented Iraq from resuming sig-
niﬂcant oil production. Some economists estimated that the Iraqg War
would end up costing the United States nearly $2 trillion, an almost
ummagmable sum.
With no end in sight to the conflict, compansons with the
' American experience in Vietnam became cormnmonplace. Iraq and
Vietnam, of course, have very different histories, cultures, and geog-
! raphies, But in both wars, American policy was made by officials
. who had little or no knowledge of the countries to which they were
sending troops and distrusted State Department experts on these
regions, who tended be skeptical about the possibility of achieving

preferred to get their knowledge of Iraq from Saddam Hussein’s
exiled opponents, who exaggerated their own popularity and the
degree of popular support for an American invasion. Administration
officials gave little thought to postwar planning.

THE WORLD AND THE WAR

The war marked a new departure in American foreign policy. The

— ‘Gaza Strip-and West Bank

. ]ewish settlements
&) Israell‘mlht_ary b;xse

Y
Palestlnlan Authonty responﬂb!e for $oci
civil servicesonty

sraeli control”

United States had frequently intervened unilaterally in the affairs of

Latin American countries. But outside the Western Hemisphere it had-
previously been reluctant to use force except as part of an international coali-
tion, And while the United States had exerted enormous influence in the
Middle East since World War II, never before had it occupied a nation in the
center of the world’s most volatile region.

Rarely in its history had the United States found itself so isolated from
world public opinion, Initially, the war in Iraq proved to be popular in the
United States. After all, unlike earlier wars, this one brought no calls for
public sacrifice from the administration, There were no tax increases, and
no reintroduction of the draft to augment the hard-pressed all-volunteer
army. Many Americans believed the administration’s claims that Saddam
Hussein had something to do with September 11 and had stockpiled

eapons of mass destruction, The realization that in fact Hussein had no

uch weapons discredited the administration’s rationale for the war
Subsequent investigations revealed that intelligence reports at variance
with administration claims had been sidetracked or ignored. With the
weapons argument discredited, the Bush administration increasingly
defended the war as an effort to bring freedom to the people of Iraq, This
argument resonated with deeply rooted American values. But by early
2007, polls showed that a large majority of Americans considered the inva-

1 sion of Iraq a mistake, and the war a lost cause.
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President Bush standing on the deck of the
aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln on
May 10, 2003, annhouncing the end of
combat operations in Iraq. A banner
proclatms, “Mission Accomplished.”
Unfortunately, the war was not in

fact over.

~ Much of the outside world now viewed the United States as a superpow-
er unwilling to abide by the rules of international law. They believed thata
nation whose Declaration of Independence had proclaimed its signers

“decent respect to the opinions of mankind” had become indifferent or
hostile to the views of others. As early as 2003, a survey of global opinion
had found that even in western Furope, large numbers of people viewed the
United States as a threat to world peace. The fact that Iraq possessed the
world’s second-largest reserves of oil reinforced suspicions that American
motives had less to do with freedom than self-interest,

The Iraq War severely strained the United Nations and the Western
alliance created in the aftérmath of World War II, But whatever the out-
come, for the third time in less than a century, the United States had
embarked on a crusade to create a new world order,

THE AFTERMATH OF SEPTEMBER 11 AT HOME

SECURITY AND LIBERTY

¥

Like earlier wars, the war on terrorism raised anew the problem of balanc-
ing security and liberty. Tn the immediate aftermath of the attacks,
Congress rushed to passage the USA Patriot Act,a mammoth bill (it ran to
more than 300 pages) that few members of the House or Senate had actual-
ly read. It conferred unprecedented powers on law-enforcement agencies
charged with preventing the new, vaguely defined crime of “domestic ter-
rorism,” including the power to wiretap, spy on citizens, open letters, read
e-mail, and obtain personal records from third parties like universities and
libraries without the knowledge of a suspect. Unlike during World Wars
I and II, with their campaigns of hatred against German-Americans and
Japanese-Americans, the Bush administration made a point of discouraging
anti-Arab and anti-Muslim sentiment, Nonetheless, at least 5,000 foreign-
érs with Middle Eastern connections were rounded up, and more than

1,200 arrested. Many with no link to terrorism were held for months, with-

out either a formal charge or a public notice of their fate. The administra-
tion also set up a detention camp at the US. naval base at Guantanamo

Bay, Cuba, for persons captured in Afghanistan or otherwise accused of
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terrorism, More than 700 persons, the nationals of many foreign countries,
were detained there.

In November 2001, the Bush administration issued an executive order
authorizing the holding of secret military tribunals for noncitizens deemed
to have assisted terrorism. In such trials, traditional constitutional protec-
tions, such as the right of the accused to choose a lawyer and see all the evi-
dence, would not apply. A few months later, the Justice Department declaved
that American citizens could be held indefinitely without charge and not
allowed to see a lawyer, if the government declared them to be “enemy com-
batants,” The president’s press secretary, Ari Fleischer, warned Americans to.
“watch what they say," and Attorney General John Ashcroft declared that
criticism of administration policies aided the country’s.terrorist enemies.

THE POWER OF THE PRESIDENT

In the new atmosphere of heightened security, numerous court orders and
regulations of the 1970s, inspired by abuses of the CIA, FBI, and local pélice
forces, were rescinded, allowing these agencies to resume surveillance of
Americans without evidence that a crime had been committed, Some of these

|/ measures were authorized by Congress, but the president implemented
1. many of them unilaterally, claiming the authority to ignore laws that restrict-

ed his power as commander-in-chief in wartime, Thus, soon after September
11, President Bush authorized the National Security Agency (NSA) to eaves-
drop on Americans' telephone conversations without a court warrant, a clear
violation of a law limiting the NSA to foreign intelligence gathering.

Two centuries earlier, in the 1790s, James Madison had predicted that for

many years to come, the danger to individual liberty would lie in abuse of
[¢ power by Congress, This is why the Bill of Rights barred Congress, not the
|: presidentor the states, from abridging civil liberties. But, Madison continued,

in the long run, the president might pose the greatest danger, especially in

" time of war, “In war,” he wrote, the discretionary power of the Executive is

‘extenided.” No nation, Madison believed, could preserve its freedom “in the

|z midst of continual warfare.” Madison’s remarkable warning about how
i presidents might seize the power afforded them in war to limit freedom

has been borne out at many points in American history—from Lincoln's sus- -
pension of the writ of habeas corpus to Wilson's suppression of free speech
and Franklin D, Roosevelt's internment of Japanese-Americans. The admin-

istration of George W. Bush was no exception, But no other president had
ever made so sweeping an assertion of the power to violate both long-
' standing constitutional principles, such as the right to trial by jury, and any
' law he chooses during wartime,

The majority of Americans seemed willing to accept the admlmstratmn s

| contention that restraints on time-honored liberties were necessary to fight
¥ terrorism, especially since these restraints applied primarily to Muslims and.
* immigrants from the Middle East. Others recalled previous times when wars
.. produced limitations on civil liberties and public officials equated political
| dissent withlack of patriotism: the Alien and Sedition Acts during the “quasi-
i war” with France in 1798, the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus during
{¢ the Civil War, the severe repression of free speech and persecution of
1" German-Americans during World War I, Japanese-American internment in
1. World War II, and McCarthyism during the Cold War, These episodes under-
{: scored the fragility of principles most Americans have learned to take for

b
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Based on an infamous photograph,
circulated around the world, of an Iraqi
prisoner abused while in American
custody, this 2004 cartoon suggests how
such mistreatment damaged the image of
the United States. ‘

granted—civil liberties and the ideal of equality before the law, regardlegs of
race and ethnicity, The debate over liberty and security seemed certain to g
as long as the wat on terrorism itself.

THE TORTURE CONTROVERSY

Officials of the Bush administration also insisted in the aftermath of
September 11 that the United States need not be bound by internationa}
law in pursuing the war on terrorism. They were especially eager to sidestep
the Geneva Conventions and the International Convention Against
Torture, which regulate the treatment of prisoners of war and prohibit tor.
ture and other forms of physical and mental coercion. In Jantiary 2002, the
Justice Department produced a memorandum stating that these rules did
not apply to captured members of Al Qaeda as they were “unlawful com-
batants,” not members of regularly constituted armies. White House coun-
sel Alberto Gonzales, who later became attorney general, advised the pres-
ident that the Genevd Accords were “quaint” and “cbsolete” in this “new
kind of war” In February 2003, President Bush issued a directive that
denied Al Qaeda and Taliban prisoners the Geneva protections.

Amid strong protests from Secretary of State Powell and senior military
officers who feared that the new policy would encourage the retaliatory
mistreatment of American prisoners of war, in April 2003 the president
prohibited the use of torture except where special permission had been
granted, Nonetheless, the Defense Department approved methods of inter-
rogation that most observers considered torture. In addition, the CIA setup

' aseries of jails in foreign countries outside the traditional chain of military
command and took part inthe “rendition” of suspects—that is, kidnapping
them and spiriting them to prisons in Egypt, Yemen, Syria, and former com-
munist states of eastern Europe, where torture is practiced,

In this atmosphere and lacking clear rules of behavior, some military
personnel—in Afghanistan, at Abu Ghraib prison in Irag, and at
Guantinamo—beat prisoners who were being held for interrogation, sub-
jected them to electric shocks, let them be attacked by dogs, and forced

' them to strip naked and lie atop other

prisoners. Some prisoners in US. cus-
tody died from thefr maltreatment. Asit
turned out, the military guards and inter-
rogators who committed these acts had
not been adequately trained for their
missions. Indeed, some took photo-
graphs of the maltreatment of prisoners
and circulated - them by e-mail
Inevitably, the photos became public.
Their exposure around the world in
newspapers, on television, and on the
Internet undermined the reputation of
the United States as a country that
adheres to standards of civilized behav-
ior and the rule of law. '

The military investigated prisoner

abuse but punished only a few Jow-level
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soldiers, not the commanders who were supposed to be in charge of thege
prisons and had tolerated or failed to halt the abuse. After much debae,
Congress in 2005 inserted in the Defense Appropriations Act a measure
sponsored by Senator John McCain of Arizona (a former prisoner of war iy
Vietnam) banning the use of torture. President Bush signed the bill byt
issueda “signing statement" reaffirming hisright as commander-in-chiefto
set rules for the military by himself. '

" Late in 2008 and early the following year, previously secret government
documents were released demonstrating that torture was the result not of
missteps by a few “bad apples,” asthe administration had claimed, but deci-
sions at the highest levels of government. Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld, Attorney General Alberto Gonzales, and other officials had
authorized the torture of persons captured in the war on terroxism, over
the objections of many in the military. Tronically, some of the techniques
used, especially water-boarding (simulated drowning), had been employed
by the government during the Korean War to train soldiers how to with-
stand torture if captured by the enemy. No one in the administration
seemed concerned about what these practices might do to the reputation of
the United States as a law-abiding nation. The revelations left a difficult
question for the administration of Barack Obama—whether or not to pros-
ecute officials and interrogators who had violated international treaties
and American laws.

THE ECONOMY UNDER BUSH

In the congressional elections of 2002, Bush took full advantage of his post-
September 11 popularity, campaigning actively for Republican candidates.
His intervention was credited with helping his party increase its small
majorities in the House and Senate, in defiance of the traditional pattem in
which the president’s party loses seats in midterm elections. Continuing
chaos in Iraq began to underrine support for Bush’s foreign policy. But the
main threat to the president's reelection appeared to be the condition of the
American economy, During 2001, the economy slipped into a recession—
that is, it contracted rather than grew. Growth resumed at the end of the yeas,
but, with businesses reluctant to make new investments after the overexparn-
sion of the 1990, it failed to generate new jobs. '

THE YJOBLESS” RECOVERY

Talk of “economic pain” reappeared in public discussions, The sectors that.
had expanded the most in the previous decade contracted rapidly. The cont-
puter industry slashed more than 40 percent of its jobs during the first two
years of the Bush presidency: Thanks to-the Internet, jobs as computer pro-
grammers and other highly skilled technology positions could be shifted t0
India, which had a large number of well-educated persons willing to work
for far less than their American counterparts. Employment in the media,
advertising, and telecommunications industries also fell. '

The difficulties of these sectors received much publicity. But in fact, 90
percent of the jobs lost during the recession of 20012002 were in manufac
‘turing. Despite the renewed spirit of patriotism, deindustrialiZation co™
tinued. Textile firms closed southern plants and shifted production t0
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hat kinds of change did voters hope for when they elected Barack Obama? :

,1 The largest single spending appropriation in American
* history, the bill was meant to pump money into the econ-
: omy in order to save and create jobs and to ignite a
resumption of economic activity.

' For most of Obama’s first year in office, congressional
I' debate revolved around a plan to restructure the nation’s
 health care system so as to provide insurance coverage to
| the millions of Americans who lacked it, and to end abu-
| sive practices by insurance companies, such as their
refusal to cover patients with existing illnesses, After
months of increasingly bitter debate, in March 2010,
Congress passed a sweeping health-care bill that
required all Americans to purchase health insurance and
{: most businesses to provide it to their employees, It also
¥ offered subsidies to persons of modest incomes so they
% could afford insurance, and required insurance compa-
I nies to accept all applicants. This was the most far-
I reaching piece of domestic social legislation since the
| Great Society of the 1960s, and it aroused strong partisan
opposition. Claiming that it amounted to a “government
takeover” of the health-care industry (even though plans
| for a government-run insurance program had been
| dropped from the bill), every Republican in Congress
voted against the bill.

Like many of his predecessors, Obama found that criti-
| cizing presidential power from outside is one thing, dis-
- manthng it from inside another, He reversed his previous
promise to abolish the military tribunals Bush had established. He pledged
{ to complete the planned withdrawal from Irag, but dispatched 17,000 more
| American troops to Afghanistan, and in December 2009 announced plans to
| send another 30,000, creating the danger that his administration would
.become bogged down in another military quagmire. His stimulus package
| marked a new departure, but he chose his economic advisers from Wall
‘Street and continued the Bush administration policy of pouring taxpayer
{imoney into the banks and assuming responsibility for many of their debts.
{In the meantime, the economy continued to hemorrhage jobs (the unem-
|.ployment rate reached ro.2 percent in Novembex). As 2010 neared its mid-
{ point it remained unclear how long it would take for the financial system to

Jesume normal operations and for the country to emerge from the Great
|:Recession,
&

EARNING FROM HISTORY:

-*The owl of Minerva takes flight at dusk.” Minerva was the Roman goddess

| of wisdom, and this saying suggests that the meaning of events only

becormes clear once they are over. It is still far too soon to assess the full

{ Impact of September 11 on American life and the long-term consequences
of the changes at home and abroad it inspired. _

|- As of the end of 2009, the world seemed far more unstable than any-

{:ome could have predicted when the Cold War ended nearly twenty years

. The design for a series of office buildings

that will replace the World Trade Center
illustrate the juxtaposition of optimism
and fear in the aftermath of September 11,
2001, The soaring towers underscore
Americans’ capacity for recovery and
regeneration, But at the insistence of the
New York City police, the base of the
Freedom Tower, at the left, consists of
reinforced concrete, giving the building, at
ground level, the appearance of a fortress.
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LEARNING FROM HISTO

Seeking the lessons of history: a young
visitor at the Civil Rights Memorial in
Montgomery, Alabama.

. ' \

carlier, An end to the war on terror seemed as remote as ever. The future of
Iraq and Afghanistan remained uncertain, and Pakistan, traditionally the
closest ally of the United States in that volatile region, experienced setious
political instability, No settlement of the long-standing conflict between
Israel and its Arab neighbors seemed in sight, Iran, its power in the region
enhanced by the American temoval of its chief rival, Saddam Hussein's
regime in Iraq, appeared to be bent on acquiring nuclear weapons, which
the United States vowed to prevent, raising the prospect of future conflict.
Other regions of the world also presented daunting problems for American
policymakers. North Korea had acquired nuclear weapons and refused
international pressure to give them up. China’s rapidly growing economic
power posed a challenge to American predominance, A series of Latin
American countries elected presidents who rejected the doctrines of glob-
alization and global free trade pressed so insistently by the United States.

No one could predict how any of these crises, or others yet unimagined,
would be resolved. And taking a longer view, a study by American intell-
gence agencies predicted that by 2025 the United States would remain the
world’s most powerful nation, but that its economic and military predom-
inance will have declined significantly. A “multipolar world,” with cour-
tries like China and India emerging as major powers, would succeed the era
of unquestioned American dominance. How the continuing global finan-
cial crisis would affect these developments remained to be seen.

What is clear is that September 11 and its aftexmath drew new attention

to essential elements of the histery.of American freedom. As in t@g::,,past, L

freedom is central to Americans’ sense of themselves as individuals and as
a nation. Americans continue to debate contemporary jssues in a political
landscape shaped by ideas of freedom. Indeed, freedom remains, as it has
always been, an evolving concept, its definition open to disagreement, its
boundaries never fixed or final, Freedom is neither self-enforcing nor self
correcting, It cannot be taken for granted, and its preservation requires
eternal vigilance, especially in times oficrisis,
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Is America A Modern Day Ymperial Power?
Vidéo Gitide and Discussion Questions

Vidéo Guide

In the documentary Inside America’s Empire author Robert Kaplan takes. us on'a tour of America’s military
presence in the world today. He argues that America is now effectively an empire. America owns or rents 700

; military bases across 130 countries. America uses this military presence to enact its Imperialism; an Imperialism
5 that is rooted in spreading democracy, not obtaining colonial control. .

As you watch the film look for evidence which supports and opposes Kaplan’s argument that America is an
imperial power. Afier we finish watching the film we will discuss whether or not we agree with Kaplan’s thesis.

Evidence in support of America as a modérn Evidence in opposition to America as a modern
day Imgerial power - day Imperial power
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Discugsion’ Questions
How does Kaplah‘déﬁné ﬁx&p‘erialism*f Do you agree with-this definition?

What cvidenée does Kaplan give frdi his experience in the Philippines to support of his argument that America is
an imperial power?

What-evidénce'did y6ii firid that challenges Kaplan’s argiment?

Do you agree that America is an Imperial power?

. HoWw ddes Kaplah coniléct Amierica®s involverment in the Philippihes today to ifs past History of coldnization on
" the'island? - o :

How ddes he Gonriect cuifféht Ariiericari foreign policy to 19 century imperialism more broadly? Do you agree?

In light of our original definition of Imperialism is America an Imperial power?

Kaplan believes that American Imperialism is necessary to prevent future large-scale wars. Do you agree?

What should America’s role in the world be?
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